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STUDIA UNIVERSITATIS BABES-BOLYAI, SOCIOLOGIA, LI, 1, 2007

MASS MEDIA AND ITS INFLUENCE ON THE
SOCIALIZING PROCESS

DAN CHIRIBUCA

RESUME. L'influence des mass-média sur le processuie socialisation.Les
mass-média représent un aspect spécial de laisatimh, parce que les enfants et
les adolescents ont la possibilité de sélecteriders contenus, en fonction de
leurs personalitées.

Nous analisons les relations entre les mass-médiés @gents traditionnels de
socialisation: la famille et I'école. Les sourcescdmentaires sont des enquétes
sociologiques de 2004 et 2005.

In developed countries, children allocate more timeedia consumption
than to any other leisure time activities, exceptdleep (dédaan and Huysmans,
2004. Mass media represents, at least judging fromp#rspective of quantity
(time dedicated to consumption) one of contempochildren’s and adolescents’
major socializing agencies. It is also a speciahay, because as opposed to other
socializing agencies, in the case of the media, sth&alizing subjects are in
control and decide on the important parts of thetea transmitted. While the
traditional socializing agencies, the family and #thool, encourage adolescents
to accept behaviour, attitudes, beliefs and vatsested toward the preservation
of the current social order and the reproductiothefexisting cultural models, as
concerns mass media, socializing in fact becomaddoge extent self-socializing,
in the sense that adolescents can choose the totitep consider most adequate to
cater for their preferences, interests and pentiesalArnett, 1995). Thus, individuals
can control a significant part of the process efrtdevelopment as social persons.

To what extent does the shift of control over comioational situations
from the institutional socializing agents to thesiabzing subjects influence the
reproduction of social organization, developmentpefsonal identities or the
functioning of social control agencies? How dods #hift influence the roles of
the family and school in the socializing process?

The answers depend on the paradigms we use toedgf@n socializing
process, communication, the media and the reldigtween the media and its
audience, especially children and adolescents.

As concerns communication, one of the most freduenited approaches
equates the process to the transmission of infeomadperationalised in a linear
model Emitter — Message — Channel — Receiver. Aliggrto this model,
communication is an intentional process, conditidoygthe participants’ conscientious
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involvement. Although very important in the panopfycommunication paradigms,
this informational model first promoted by Shanramd Weaver ignores a few
essential characteristics of communication. Thet fispect pertains to what makes
up the central axiom of both the Palo Alto Schaold the essence of the semiotic
perspective: communication does not depend ontiotelity, because everything
IS a sign and thus we communicate even when weotlontend to do so. The
semiotic approaches extend the area of legitimatarascriptions, postulating that
the entire world is nothing but “text” for the sitapreason that everything is a
bearer of meaning. For semioticians, the produdetext, the emitter in the
mechanicist paradigm, becomes irrelevant. The kements are the text and the
reader, because meaning is generated by the itiberdetween them. The second
aspect relates to the fact that in human commuaitaa significant part of the
messages do not pursue informational ends. Wehiedle we love that they are
beautiful not in order to mitigate their aesthetiocertainties, but in order to
provide tokens of affection. In this case, it ig tige information we transmit that is
important, but the relationship mediated by the mamication by means of the
message. And for this reason, the distinction bebtnaformation and meaning is
paramount. Information isransmittedand it entails an unbalance doubled by
acceptance. Meaninggeneratedand it involves participation.

Focusing on the transmission of information is pinemise of a positivist
approach. The linear flow of communication can lkegnsented and it allows
sequential analysis. Dependence is linear and lcaumghmessages can be evaluated
by relating them to an objective reality. In redatiwith the socializing process, the
mechanical model of transmitting information is gdementary to the structural-
functionalist approaches, according to which s@@ia is a process of learning a
role through which individuals adopt prescribed eledof life which define both
the goals they pursue, and the means they acaegthieeving them (Zerilli, 2007).
Objectification of values and norms which are exaeias related to individuals in
messages transmitted to them during the socialjziogess leads to the individuals’
integration in the patterns of interaction making the major institutions of
society. Individuals are simply passive receivershe social influence. For this
perspective, the individuals’ potential freedonthmose the socializing contents is
a major break from the socializing process whoseimal effect is in redefining
the mechanisms of learning social roles.

Focusing on significance and meaning is the majribate of the
phenomenological perspectives on communication.s Tisi seen as a ritual,
emphasizing elements such as mutuality, and rexiprof perceptions. Meanings are
equally desirable and legitimate. The point is gy are generated, not their validity
in relation to an objective reality. A relevantidéfon was proposed by Rogers (1986),
who identified communication as a “process in whiktd participants create and share
information to reach mutual understanding”. For #ueializing phenomenon, this
circumscription of communication is complementapythe paradigm of symbolic
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interaction which emphasizes the individual’'s actiele in the socializing process.
The essence of socializing lies in the emergendheotelf concept in the context of
social relations mediated by mutually shared symiégrilli, 2007). Emphasis shifts
from the axiological and normative contents ingttually transmitted to individuals to
the evaluation and selection process which undethie internalization of others’
attitudes and values. From the perspective of titeractionist paradigm, the
adolescents’ possible control over socializing eot#t disseminated by the media is
rendered relative by the role and influence exdsiethe other socializing agents (the
family, school, peer group, etc. ) both on thedle of content, and on defining the
interpretation grids. From the perspective of #lationship between the mass media
and adolescents, it is important that such a tkiearecircumscription is too little
interested in media consumption behaviour, andhim itnpact of the contents
distributed by the media on the adolescents’ sagiegration, and it places the study
of the social context of media consumption in tlematie of investigations. The
fundamental idea of such approaches is that thédisance of media texts results from
the codes used for reading, which are determingatdayous cultural expertise and by
the social context in which the reading takes pld@king into account the social
context as a determining factor of building meamimakes possible the shift from the
micro level to the macro level through focusingtba social frameworks that filter
reading. At the macro level, the contexts of usiiggmedia may contribute also to the
explanation of the influence socializing has onasgé number of individuals’
adjustment to the requirements of living togetfre example is the way in which the
informational use of the media interacts with tbenmunity context in the influence
exerted on civic participation. Data from surveyriea out in the US have showed that
among very young Americans, use of the Internesfaring information influences
trust in people and civic participation to a largstent than use of print or radio-
television for the same purposes (Dhavan, 2001).

On the other hand, watching television, using thepmuter and the Internet
involve less physical activity and limit direct sddnteractions (Kraut et al, 1998). Nie
and Erbring (2000) have found that the more hopentsonline, the less the time
allocated to direct interactions and the more redygarticipation in events that take
place outside of the home. Their conclusion is thatInternet leads to less strong
relations between the individual and their socialinment. The validity of this
conclusion is conditioned, however, by ignoring thet that communication via the
new media technologies generates new forms of Isotéaction. While television
can be associated to a process of social isolatganpf the new media (computer, the
Internet, mobile telephony) by children and ad@ett means new opportunities for
games, communication, social support and learning.

As concerns mass media, there are at least thresndeants which
contribute to the fundamental restructuring ofrékation to the public, in general,
and to the changes in the patters of media consomatmong adolescents. These
are the increased accessibility of media equipraedtindividualized consumption,
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diversification of media both in form and conteamd the enhanced autonomy of
the audience in relation to the content producienaies.

The enhanced accessibility of media equipment, ldduty the development
of new communication technologies have led to thi# #om some traditionally
collective consumer practices to individual pragsic(Livingstone, 1999). At
present, the process aims especially at televisimsumption. In 2005, over 50%
of the 10-14 year olds and over 60% of the adolgscél5-18 years) had a
television set in their roomIndividualization is a result of technologicabgress
(portable new media technology) and a consequeificeansforming social
practices to adjust to the changes in techndlogy

The second change lies in the fact that means e mammunication are
less and less for the “masses”. There are sevanangdions that contribute to the
emergence of this situation. On the one hand, masdia is far from being a
homogeneous category, the term being used for a wddiety of products and
content: CDs with classical music, but also hipshthye Harry Potter books and
films, but also James Joyce's books or the Bergifilams, political analysis
magazines, academic treatises and porn sites. Bethenstructural diversity, the
new technologies have made it possible to havecesligcale communication,
focusing on specialised audiences. These are inagbrwith the traditional means
of the “mass” media: national journals or magazirtetevision channels for a
compact, homogeneous, undifferentiated nationakagd. On the other hand, both
the “old” media (newspapers, radios, televisionil dhe “new” one (computer-
mediated communication, the Internet, mobile teteph have become more
diverse and they continue to diversify their foramgl contents. The phenomenon is
simultaneously ambivalent and multidimensional:csgleation and specification
of content is doubled by homogenization and uriifica

Extreme segmentation made possible by the develdpnaé new
communication technologies is doubled by the r@ilieh of the relation between the
media and its audience. The Internet allows agugssiformation in a relatively
independent way from the institutionalized presenaes. Passive audience is
changing into an active audience both in relatmrthie content broadcast, and in
relation to the agencies that produce the conteoteased institutionalization of
production and distribution of media messages ibldol by an individualization and
personalization of the production and distributidrthese contents. The audience has
turned into audiense and the consumer can always become a produderaln
2004, the major awards of the London film festiveént to an autobiographic
documentary whose costs of production amounted 8ESD. At present, there are
blog authors with bigger daily audiences than natitelevisions or newspapers.

One of the radical effects of the new communicatiechnologies (the
Internet, mobile telephony) is the reconfiguratairsome fundamental structuring

1 CURS survey — Students’ exposure to radio and steviprogrammes (2005)
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dimensions of the social space: public-private, kagpare time, home-work,
physical space-social space, masculine-feminire, Rreviously defined by some
distinct boundaries, these dimensions are now asangly overlapping, and their
limits are blurred. Changes are so recent that soime social practices and
norms associated to them are not yet completebr.chs concerns the process of
children’s and adolescents’ socializing, the etmditr media allows for the
unification of the previously distinct social speer As a result of new patters of
information broadcast on television, childhood aadulthood are “blurred”.
Television, and more recently the Internet, brich#dren and adults in social
situations which in the past were distinct, andwalchildren access to aspects of
the social world which were previously hidden frahem or made difficult to
access. Television allows children to be “presenspcially, if not physically — in
the adults’ “interactions”. By unifying social spiee which used to be separate, the
media wipes away the boundary separating publicpaivdte space, thus breaking
the traditional link between the physical and theia space. Using the Goffman
metaphor, Meyrovitz borrows the idea of the “baalgst and “stage” to illustrate
the passage from a private (backstage) behavicar($tage) behaviour exposed to
the public by means of the media. Thanks to theiamegoups which used to be
isolated are not separated any longer, and aspiettte group identity which used to
depend on physical places or direct interactionthadexperiences provided by them
are now permanently under the influence of thereleic media (Meyrovitz, 1985).

As a result of these changes, the media has becomeof the major
factors in modelling gender representations, chapsjobs, and cultural
consumption practices, forming stereotypes, origanhg roles in the family. The
importance of this influence is however debataBlee major aspect concerns the
assumption of the homogeneity of social models ptech by the media. This is
supported by both the representatives of the Faah&Ehool, and more recently by
the culturalist approaches (Gerbner et al, 1994n&te 1995), but it is brought into the
forefront by recent processes of diversificatio aegmentation of the production
agencies and contents, and also by individualisaifaonsumption.

Accepting the homogeneity of the social models shby the media and a
unitary normative-axiological background equals tgasng a media whose
socializing influence is in line with that exertby the family and the school. On the
other hand, the diversity of content, even doublethe heterogeneity of role models,
does not directly entail liberation of the individidirom normative regulations imposed
by institutional agents. Undoubtedly, we can dfad the media is in competition with
the family and the school in manipulating the asioéats’ aspirations, their self image
and self-confidence. Depending on the legitimacyg #we desirability of cultural
practices, adolescents are distributed in statos gihich benefit from a positive or
negative social image. In Bourdieu’s model, theluarices of agencies which
participate in the primary socialization are curtiwia Bourdieu emphasizes that the
patterns established in the family make up the dation on which the school
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experience is structured, and these together wteuell the subsequent experiences
including reception of cultural products (Bourdii®84). For Bourdieu, all school
does is amplify and multiply the manifestation @free opportunities predefined by the
social background (the family). The media operatea catalyst and facilitator of this
amplifying role and therefore it contributes toaagkr extent to the reproduction of
inequalities than to their reduction. Another arguaitrfor this perspective is provided
by the fact that the increased availability of camination technologies (television,
computer-mediated communication, mobile telephdimy,Internet) does not directly
mean the disappearance of disparities in accesan(C006). The Internet, for
instance, can have an important effect in reduitingualities, as a result of cheaper
access to information, and increased opportunfespeople with low income to
enhance their human capital and thus improve tpgiortunities of success in life (Di
Maggio et al, 2001). On the other hand, thoseltter socio-economic standing have
more rapid and easier access to the benefits otewwologies, which at least in the
first phase would lead to wider gaps. Althoughrtdpd spread of consumption should
reduce the gap, a series of recent studies hawenstiat inequalities in accessing
informational services (telephony, cable, etc.Jltenpersist in time as opposed to the
inequalities in accessing information equipmentdi¢ra television, video, DVD,
computer, etc) which tend to reach a limit of satfan relatively rapidly (Di Maggio si
altii, 2001). The difference can be put down totipe of cost, which is recurrent in
the first case and one-off in the second.

As concerns Romania, a survey carried out by CURBD5 confirms, in
a rather predictable manner, the existence of ebgapeen the socio-demographic
categories as concerns access to Internet serwvicesdividualized television
consumption. Over a quarter of the adolescenthénsample, aged 15-18 years,
had Internet connection at home in 2005, and tHistribution was unequal in
relation to variables such as socio-economic statuise family (evaluated by the
father's occupation), residericencome of the household, and the adolescent'deyen

Table 1.
Adolescents’ access to television and the Internet
Socio-economic statusResidence | Income Gender
low | aver| high |urban rural| <1400| >1400| F M
age RON RON
Have television in | 64 65 64 66 54 63 70 60 68
their room (%)
Have Internet 15 30 55 29 12 22 52 24 30
connection at hom@

As concerns the existence of televisions in theshbalds, the share of
adolescents who have a television set in their raoinfluenced by the type of

% There is a direct relation between the size ddliies and the number of Internet connections.
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residence, the family’s income and the adolesceaggsider, but differences are
much smaller in this respect. In urban areas therenore colour televisions, more
households with at least two television sets, nfaraseholds connected to cable
(85% versus 36% in rurdl)The fact that boys more often have personal coenpu
in their room than girls (the latter more frequgntlave books), coupled with
unequal access to the Internet, and the largere sbfatelevisions in the rooms
inhabited by boys suggest that apart from the tstralcdeterminants of differentiated
access, the differences are due to the perpetwdtimme gender related stereotypes.

On the other hand, even a possible equalizatiacoéss cumulated with
the diversity of role models does not validate mabcally a model of socializing
in which the individual becomes his or her own abizing agent.

According to the socio-cognitive theory of mass oamication, role models
chosen by the individual are influenced by a preces selective observation
(Bandura, 2001). As mentioned above, a major chdwrgeght about by new
communication technologies is the change of thatioel between the behaviour
patterns accessible in the close environment aosetilshown in the inaccessible
physical and social spaces. The number and diyes$itole models which the
individual is exposed to has exploded once with é&xéension of the media
agencies. Thus, selectiveness has become a funtidratribute of observational
learning. The family, the school, and peer grougesthe major agencies which
compete with the media not only as providers ofcational contents, but also as
agencies which influence selection. The data maddable by the survey (CURS
- 2005) allow us to do an indirect and approximeataluation of this influence.

Over half of the adolescents watch TV alone, anel quiarter of the rest
would prefer to watch TV alone (Table 2). It issvdnt to point out that 30% of the
total number of adolescents in the 2005 sampleemed watch TV with friends.

Table 2.
The context in which adolescents watch televisiorr@grammes (%)
Alone | With With With With With all | With
mother | father both some the friends
parents | other family
family
Watch ... 54 5 1 7 14 12 6
Prefer to
watch ... 44 3 1 3 8 7 3d
Do not
watch alone
and prefer
to watch ... 27 5 2 6 13 13 3(

4 MMT Survey - 2004
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The apparent dominating influence of the peer grisuconfirmed by the
fact that the persons with whom adolescents tatiutlthe viewed content are
friends and schoolmates (Table 3).

Table 3.
Discussion partners on the topic of TV programmes atched (%)
school Someone| Do not
family teachers | mates friends | else discuss
Who they often
discuss TV 11 0 14 63 1 11
programmes with.

The data also confirm the existence of a direduénfce of the context of
viewing on the content watched, at least in thes cdspeer group. In comparison
with the entire population of adolescents in thega, and with those who watch
TV mostly alone and with family, adolescents whaaekaTV with colleagues or
friends watch news, cultural shows, contests, fiind documentaries, entertainment
less frequently, and they never watch religiousaghfrable 4). It is important to
point out, however, that despite the fact that ggeup is the second option as
concerns preferred co-viewers (the first is alooa)y 6% of the total number of
adolescents in the sample normally watch TV witbnfus.

The causality between the context of viewing arel ¢bntent watched is
supported also by the fact that an enhanced caitealolescents upon the decisions as
to what to watch is associated with a higher lefelonsumption of programs which
are not recommended or forbidden for the respeatieegroup (Table 5). The presence
of the family in the viewing context is a strongiliting factor of consumption of such
programs. The relation is direct and statisticsitiyificant.

Table 4.
Watching TV shows depending on the context of viewgy (alone, family, peer group) %

Usually watches television ... (%)

TV shows usually watched Colleagues, Total
(rather) alone With family friends sample
news 54 56 44 55
debates, talk-shows 18 16 14 17
surveys, reports 13 15 12 14
Religious shows 3 6 0 4
Cultural shows 9 11 4 9
Scientific shows 22 22 22 22
Contests 32 36 24 33
Sports shows 40 37 37 38
Films 63 64 51 63

10
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Series 33 40 26 36
Social programmes 4 6 2 5
Soaps 25 37 30 30
Documentaries 38 36 26 37
Cartoons 27 31 27 29
Shows for children, 16 21 19

adolescents 18
Musical shows 40 43 41 a1
Entertainment, comedies | 50 47 40 49

Another essential variable in the configuratiorhaf socializing effect exerted
by the media is the manner in which adolescentseper the media agencies and
especially television as an educational agency gopwrce of entertainment. This
definition directly influences the selection of wed content and it structures the
interpretation grids used in decoding it. An ediocel programme which is received
in an entertainment grid will have a different gmdbably more reduced effect than an
entertainment program “read” in an educational.grid

Table 5.
Watching programmes which are forbidden /not recomnended
Usually watches TV ... (%
x\(/)rtlzrlllc?wsehdc;\r,\(/eg%?nvgzggdls alone family colleagues, | Total
friends sample
for your age group
| watch it, without hiding 71 54 73 64
| watch it but in hiding 9 7 7 8
| talk to my parents and 4 14 7
watch it if they let me do so 8
| don’'t watch it 14 23 12 17
Table 6.
Reason for watching television programmes (%)
information, tq Entertainment,| Out of Other DK/NA
learn new fund boredom reason
things
Watches TV for.. 34 34 23 2 7

The major reason for television consumption amoam&nian adolescents

is entertainment, next to habit and the wish taciboredom (Table 7).

11
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Table 7.
Reason for watching television programmes by ageesidence and income(%)
Age Residence Income
<1400 | > 1400

15| 16| 17| 18 urban|  rural| RON RON
Information, to learn 34 33 33 37
new things 28 39 32 3B
Entertainment, fun 42 31 3B 29 32 14 36 26
As a habit, to avoid 25 16 23 30
boredom 20 24 26 24

The more formal education a person has had, eealudtrough the
number of years of schooling, the more frequenstatement that consumption is for
informational-educational purposes rather thanrimtenent. For adolescents in rural
areas, the consumption determined by the needfertainment is significantly more
frequently mentioned than by adolescents in tharudreas, the latter stating to a
larger extent than their peers in the rural arkastioredom is their major reason for
watching television. A significant influence on thedationship between adolescents
and television is exerted by the economic statukeofamily; consumption motivated
by the need for entertainment is higher among adetds in low income families. A
higher education, urban residence and higher incaraevariables that influence
educationally motivated television consumption.

Although the data available do not allow for thévopal validation of any
of the major theories regarding the socializinduence of the media, they confirm
once again that its influence depends on the straicand cultural frameworks
which define the social context of consumption. mergence of new media
redefines the relationship between the productgemeies and the audience, and it
exerts a major influence on the relationship beiwibe individuals who make up
the audiences and the social space to which thieyndpehowever, the increased
accessibility of communication technologies andvigialization of consumption
have led, at least thus far,neither to closinggae as concerns access, nor to the
emergence of independent patterns of consumpticglation to the in-group.

® As these are data from a survey, and therefore rigfect the respondents’ opinions concerning
their behaviour, it would be haphazard to staté tblavision is an educational agency for urban
adolescents with higher education, coming from fi@siwith a high socio-economic status, and an
entertainment agency for rural adolescents wittorimgete schooling, or coming from families
with a lower socio-economic standing. We can sthte the socializing impact of television is
potentially different between the two groups anid influenced by the manner in which they self-
define their motivation for television consumption.
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THE FORMATION PROCESS OF THE ROMA ELITE IN CLUJ

REKA GEAMBA SU

RESUME. La formation de I'élite romanichelle & Cluj L'étude offre une
description et un compréhension de la formatiom djtoupe de leaders dans la ville
de Cluj. L'article étudie la maniere dont le prazesde sélection et recrutement se
manifeste en ce domaine a I'aide d'interviewes d@®enembres de I'élite politique et
économique romanichelle. L'analyse s'axe sur lssgumtation de la formation du
processus de I'élite romanichelle en Cluj du paiet vue du développement
institutionnel. L'auteur a utilisé la méthode d'ise narrative de réseau pour
reconstituer les facteurs et pour identifier lee@s qui ont joué un réle majeur dans
les changements politiques aprés 1989. L'étudetriinsine typologie de I'élite
romanichelle, basée sur I'accés du chaque grougmawoir politique et ressources
économiques. Les quelques groupes d’élite romadfgchai existent a un moment
donné pendant la transformation post-socialistet-utiisée des formes différentes du
capital pendant leur essai d'atteindre l'influepaditique. Pendant leur discours, les
membres de I'élite romanichelle définissent leuoppes roles sociaux et politiques a
l'aide de termes comme «traducteurs», «interfaiemes qui ont été crée par I'élite
majoritaire pour étre capable d’établir des cardrixommunication entre les leaders
politiques dominants et les membres des communaoiéanichelles. A travers ce
processus, les leaders politiques de Roumanie @nic&lx qui ont contrlé le
processus de recrutement de I'élite romanicheliemkilleure voie de comprendre les
actions et stratégies déployées par les membridlitleromanichelle est en utilisant
le terme de «I'entreprise ethnique.

Introduction

The elite of the Romanian Roma — that is activpdlitical and non-profit
organizations — similarly to the other dominangtimical minority elites — can not
construct its role-definition and legitimacy onaunter-elite past, and gain legitimacy
based on this. Under counter-elite, we mean a gofypeople who formulate a
discourse based on cultural values that are différem those of the majority group.

The Roma elite do not only constitute a minorigyrtumber: it has only a
marginal influence on political decisions, and tlmmsthe transition process that
started after 1989. According to Schaefer (1998)s¢ groups can be considered
minorities that are underprivileged in terms oftrdimition of power. A community
can be defined as a minority, if it is — collective- 1. underprivileged by the
majority group, 2. has some specific physical ottucal characteristics, 3.
individuals don't join on a voluntary basis, 4. egdmy is treated as a norm within
the group, or 5. group members are aware that @neysubordinated to another
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group. Besides being minor in number, subordingtedips are also considered
those, whose members have less power above theifiees than the members of
the dominant group. The members of the minorityydbdispose of the same share
in goods and resources — considered valuable inctmemunity — as their
proportion in the society. (Schaefer, 1998: 2-5).

The Roma in Romania — and in general in Centrdl Bastern Europe —
match all the criteria above and are thus considereminority. The Roma
population is the most deprived, most marginaligedulation in the country that
also has limited access to resources.

Despite the fact that — according to census dakacted in 1992 and 2002 —
the Roma constitute the second largest minorifgemania they could not send a
deputy to the Parliament following the electionsieOdeputy of the Roma is
present in the Parliament because according t€tmstitution, all minorities have
the right to one representative.

In this study, we analyze a specific aspect of dli@-formationi in the
Romanian post-communist society, and namely thauitewent processes and the
functioning of the Roma elite in Cluj. The contextthe analysis is defined by the
particularities of the economic and political tritios of this period. One of these
particularities is that there are no politiciansowgained legitimacy based on their
“dissident” past, i.e. that they have opposed th@tbrship in any way — those few
who have opposed, have only a marginal positionthe system. Another
characteristic is that the communist elite of thstpassumes responsibilities in the
transition process. The processes through whicliRtimea population from ‘secret
socialist problem’ becomes an ethnic minority atep particular.

1 According to a research conducted in 1992 (Zamfirfir, 1993), 80% of the Roma population is
unskilled, 45% of those above 16 years of age aegmployed, and 44% of the men, and 59% of
the women are illiterate. According to the samealgt(zamfir—Zamfir, 1993), 16% of the whole
population of Romania lives below the survival margie. they can not satisfy their primary
needs: do not have the necessary resources togsertiasic food), which also describes 63% of
the Roma. Other studies — using quantitative reeearthods — get to the same conclusion that it
is 3.5 times more likely for the individual to beqgy in case he/she is of Roma origin, and their
consumption is 40% lower than it is in the casthefwhole population (Béuc, 1999: 244).
There are 409,723 people in Romania who declarmdblwes Roma — according to the last
processed census data from 1992 —, which con&tifu&% of the total population and makes the
Roma the second largest ethnic group. Concerninguthwer of the Roma population in Romania
there are many estimates and the results are del#dene Roma leaders say the real number is
somewhere between 3-5 million. The calculationshefRoma Ethnic Union in Romania seem to
be more realistic: according to them, 2.5 millicople of Roma origin live in the country, which
constitutes 10% of the total population. Other obmses estimate lower numbers (between 1 and
1.5 million). Based on 1992 research data, the asitfilena and &ilin Zamfir) estimate the
number of those of Roma ethnicity who live a traxitl life, at about 1,010,000 (Pons, 1997:7).
% We consider elites all those social groups thspatie of the monopoly of authority and power, and
that carry out different levels of — economic, sdcipolitical, cultural, ideological, etc. —
repression/dominance (Malnai, 1996).
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In our research, we have conducted 21 interviéwshe selection of the
people we have interviewed, we have followed thewdrall-method: our first
interviewees were well-known politicians, and laadef civil institutions. During
data collection, using the snowball-method, we aded along the inner reference
lines of the elite, based on how they identify eather. This is also how we
verified our definition of the elite in an institahal approach.

The Romanian context of the formation of the ethnieninority elite

The elite taking responsibility in the transitiomopess of the post-
communist societies is not only apparent on thellef/the dominant groups of the
society, but also various — ethnic, national, qaltugender, sexual etc. — minority
groups take part in the transition process.

During the socialist regime, theomogenizing, uniformizingambitions
defined the main dimensions of the national parpgdticies. Being ‘different’ in
the socialist rhetoric meant ‘deviant’, and denaadndividual who rejected to be
a member of the ‘faceless crowd’ and thus triedbdck out from ‘building the
socialism’. The project of ‘building socialism’ wasly possible, if racial, gender,
ethnic, or even local or any other differences wiseegarded, and in this context
all those, who have striven for the acknowledgenoéiny private rights or ethnic
identity, were considered traitor or resistant giiein, 2000:43).

In the period after the 1989 revolution, politicpbrties and non-
governmental organizations appeared that stoodpfeviously inexistent social
groups and fought for their rights (the Democra#itance of the Hungarians in
Romania for instance, or the Social Dialogue Grdogt issues the periodical
called22, and also all other — conservationist, art-refimt@cting, human rights etc.
— NGOs). Those individuals, who define themseh&gtanic minorities, can also
be mentioned here, they perform specific activittesl due to their particular
culture they pursue specific interests, for instanon-governmental, non-profit
organizations that stand for certain minority gaais interests.

In the context of democratization, the group ttefines itself as the Roma
elite in Romania, appears.

The Roma community in Romania

The Roma population is the largest ethnic minontyCentral-Eastern
Europe. Their position in the region is marginalizéhey do not dispose of
financial-social-political resources (cf. Barany994:3, 23). The collective
deprivation and marginal status of the Roma isohistlly defined (cf. Achim,
2001), their marginal position can be traced backheir appearance in Eastern
Europe (from both social and financial point ofw)e

The Roma social category is characterized andeshdyy labeling and
stigmatization; it can be best described by Lugass€l991)imposed ethnicity
term. Belonging to this group is not a question sefif-definition, but the
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consequence of stigmatization and exclusion agtitthe groups in power — the
content of this ethnic identity is defined by thejarity. Those not of Roma
ethnicity, the members of the majority group idigntihemselves as being different
from the Roma, according to physical, real or imadi anthropological features.
At the same time, the criteria of social statuslso used in this definition (cf.
Csepeli-Orkény—Székelyi, 1999:31). Poverty is aigrdefining characteristic that
also strengthens ethnical limits (cf. Barth, 196%)or people are considered Roma
even if they are not, or if they do not considemtiselves Roma.

One important finding of this study is that thdteslof the Roma
community, its position and role is defined fronisade the group.

Recruiting and role-definition of the Roma elite. H/potheses

The legitimating strategy of the Roma elite is duial is “directed
downwards” i.e. it is directed towards the membafrshe Roma community; or
‘directed outwards’ i.e. directed towards the migjoof the society. When using
the latter strategy, the Roma elite appears as g#inkate partner of the
central/majority elite. (In what follows we are ggito use the term ‘majority elite’
when we refer to the non-Roma elite.)

The ethnical group and nationalism in modern times Paul Brass’ (1991)
model shows us — is the result of that specifierettion that appears between the
modern, multi-national, centralized state and tlite ef the non-dominant group
living on the periphery of the society. There ispecific relationship between the
state and the elite representing the minority grepch is defined by the interests
and goals of the elite. The competition and therations between the two groups
form a process that in fact creates the ethnic ritindy choosing the cultural
features that become important in defining theedatfor belonging to that certain
group, and also sets the limits of the ethnic nipor

Ethnic identities in this sense (i.e. the oppositerimordial, essentialist
approach) can be defined as a process, which evolwbe way described above.

The elites of a given cultural group compete f@& limited resources and
for power. In this competition, the cultural valuasd habits of the ethnic group
turn into political resources and, at the same tim#® reference points for the
members of the community that can be regarded deroro maintain the inner
cohesion and identity of the group (Brass, 1991:15)

The choice of cultural features and giving thenblematic meaning is an
arbitrary action, and is defined by the fact thnag €lite groups want to strengthen
their inner cohesion, and to emphasize the diflegerfrom other groups so they
take into account all those opinions that strenytifie cohesion, the identity and
the opposition with other groups. The ethnic gréoipows a path towards their
formation as a political party or towards becomagnation, that its elite gains
legitimacy and strengthens its position within @peup and mostly against the
governing elite (Brass, 1991:16-17).
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The formation process of the Roma elite in Romamia the formation of
the Roma ethnic group as an ethnic political conitguna group with recognized
rights within the Romanian political system — regengéts a specific case that can not
be found in Brass’ elite-competition model. Theogffof the non-dominant elite
for the state to recognize them as representatifes group is not a one-way
process, and it does not only cover the stratdbiesninority elite uses — i.e. for
the group to appear unified and having certaini@adrities. In this process, the
state itself is a shaping factor, and not only ssp& observer. In the relationship
between the minority elite and the state, therast¢he one that regulates the way
the elite is ‘named’, ‘appointed’, ‘labeled’; théate as representative of the
dominant group decides who is accepted as “dismuspartner”, or declared
“enemy”. We assumed that in the recruitment ofRloena elite, it is a determining
factor who is recognized as representative of tbm& by the state. This can be
caused by the absence of the legitimacy comingnffrbelow”, within the
community — none of the parties representing thend®oninority has ever been
elected to enter the Parliament. All elite ciradétshe Romanian Roma community
that appear on the stage try to gain legitimacy bim the state and from their
own community using different strategies. All oéth try to get into positions that
could provide them with financial and symbolic ¢apiand power. They further
try to transform their own community into a “sebirscious political entity”
(Brass, 1991:36-37), and to improve their statwes their well-being, civil rights
and chances in education). Because the Roma corymdmes not have useful
internal resources that could be mobilized in thisction, the various elite-circles
compete for obtaining higher shares of the ressupcevided by the state. At the
same time, the Roma minority can not expect angnfiial support from the
“parent state”, as we can see in Brubaker's (2@¥0303) triangle-model. Roma
politicians expect to gain their legitimacy fromeih ‘partner-status’ with the
politicians of Romanian ethnicity, i.e. if the Romi@n politicians accept them.
Emphasizing this appears in a central place inrtigeviews.

The recruiting of the Roma elite with the conttiba of the state has many
characteristics. One of these characteristics dgrifrom the approach that
Brubaker calls “groupism”: the dominant elite in rRania considers the Roma
community a unitary, homogenous group that hasiggdonits. This is why unity
and coherence are expected at the level of pdlitegaesentation. But the Roma
elite in its formation process and in the way ihdtions — as far as it has an
opportunity to stay out of the control of the doamh elite (this case study from
Cluj is an example of this) shows and reproduceshéterogenity and segmented
nature of the Roma communities in Romania, fadtighahown by the plurality of
their political formations, interests and goals.

Another characteristic derives from the contr@ ttominant elite imposes
over them, i.e. the process during which the Rofite does not control the
channels of mobility and the hierarchy of posititimat are available for the Roma.
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Similarly, the definition of “belonging to the Ront@mmunity” and thus setting
the limits of the ethnic community, also fall undbe authority of the dominant
elite. This phenomenon can be observed at Roma NGere the support they
receive is mostly intended (by the supporting agex)do be used for projects not
representing a major problem within the commufity.

The formation process of the Roma elite in Romania

Those presenting themselves as the representafithe Roma — and the
politicians who gain legitimacy based on this gggt— appeared in public shortly
after the change of regimes in 1989. These people wot members of the same
political formation; they started as founders dfedent organizations. When they
met, they started to act as representatives oérdift organizations and did not
intend to establish a common organization, as thegdrians and Germans did.
This is the reason the Roma elite does not follovcoflective strategy as
representatives of a unitary field, but it is madeatomized, segmented groups,
that only have the name ‘Roma’ in common, attadbatiem by outside observers.
An important group that has representatives ontmmal level is the group that
calls itself ‘musician gypsies’. They define thaientity mainly along cultural
dimensions, but they take part in Roma politicatipa as well.

The Roma elite in Cluj

The Roma elite in Cluj is divided into many groupsit they certainly
overlap when we look at their staff. According be testablished organizations and
the values they promote, more groups can be idewtiThose who appear in
public and participate in political procedures pagticularly the representatives of
political parties and NGOs

The students studying at the "Roma places” of Ba&be-Bolyai
University’, who'’s activities are mostly connected to NGOs, @nsidered another
group of the Roma elite.

4 There are a total of 519 NGOs or political orgatians in Romania that are mostly operated by
Roma, and deal especially with Roma issues since.18%e 10 years following the change of
regimes, the above mentioned 519 organizations: tatel of 1013 projects that's sole or majority
beneficiaries were the Roma. The number and intensit these programs has changed
considerably in the last 10 years: the number ofggts increased from 19 in 1990 to almost 300
in 2000. Most of the organizations dealing with tRema were funded and are operated in
Bucurati and Cluj, and almost half of the 519 organizagifocus their activities to Transilvania.

® You can find theCenter for Documentation and Information on Min@itiin Europe — Southeast
Europe (CEDIME-SE). Minorities in Southeast Europd&koma of Romania. at
www.greekhelsinki.gr. This document contains tfs¢ éind addresses of cultural foundations and
political parties founded by the Roma.

® Some specializations on the BgdBolyai University have supplemented the numberlatgs with
some for students of Roma origin.
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If we view the elite from the point of view of ttemmunity and not from
an institutional point of view, then all those dae treated as part of the elite who
are considered as such by the Roma community. thind group is in fact the
business and the local elite, the people who arsidered (traditional) leaders
(opinion-leaders) by their communities, but do seek prestige in politics. The
present study is concerned about the politicald@GO elite.

The formation process of the political and non-govemental organizations in Cluj

In Cluj there are about 29 “Roma” NGOs and onetjgali party (the
Roma Party), but these data are not accurate: dingoto our experience on field,
we can say that there are more registered polipedies and more of them are
active (some with minor interruptions) since theeiof their registration.

We try to present the formation process of the Redite in Cluj along the
institutional background — and using the methodhafrative network-analysis —
that played a major role in the political changésral989. We can distinguish
between two aspects of democratization: the foonatind the transformation of
the democratic institutional system and the palitleehavior/attitudes, which is the
‘essence’ of the former. The first one is on theeleof the social structure (the
‘hardware’), and the latter the political cultutke patterns of political actions that
run the institutional system (‘the software’).

The activity of the elite of the Roma communityGiuj after the change of
regimes meant mainly establishing the instituti@yatem. The phases of this process
were identified by the people we have interviewetlp have also emphasized the
important factors, providing us with a special iptetation of the process:

— “When did you start your political activity?

— Right after the revolution many people of Roma iettyn have
contacted me to establish something. First theres vitee ULDR
(Uniunea Liber-Democrata Romilor din Roméania — the Democratic
Union of the Roma in Romania), the offices were hby the market,
on Tipografiei Street, it was called the Democraficion of the Roma.

— What other initiatives do you know about?

— They have talked to us, to go to Bucharest, tobéista to join... So,
first | rejected the offer, | did not join.{A. 51 years old, politician,
and president of an NGO)

— “l initiated the first organization, the first onthat was established on
a national level. Already in 1989, around thé"December, two days
before new year, we met in this house, at thisetablpeople, and we
established the first organization. So, already 1i&89, right after
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Ceauyescu died, 4 days after that, we decided that Wewwite the
statutes, and establish an organization, and alyead the # or 9" of
January, I'm not sure, we established the firstioral organization
the League of the Roma (Liga Rromilor).

— And who were the people who initiated this?

— Me, G., who has died, C, who was master at Clujaeayorked there
as a master, in the carpentry department, mainteeagand was the
boss of a whole Romanian department, and anothetiegean, some
H., 1 don't remember his name any more. These \eeinitiators,
these five people, who formed the group to estabhis organization.

— Where did you get the house, the official residdraa?

— From the Mayor’s Office. In 1990, until | was atetheague of the
Roma, the first organization was the National SabraFront (Frontul
Salvirii Nagionale). We were part of this administrative sturet we
belonged to the Prefecture, | was working in thedfity Committee.
[...] At that moment, when the ULDR was founded, @pleewere
elected, to represent the Roma on a national lasekegular members
of the CPUN. | was one of these three people aleictéhe CPUN.
ULDR existed until 1996. It has dissolved after éections in 1996,
because we realized that the Roma have more ormgfams and we
can not reach that threshold to get into the Parlent.

— Why? Were there any other parties?

— Yes, meanwhile the Roma Party (Partida Romilor) fwasded that had
its headquarters in Bucharest. Those from Buchaheste been the
founders: Rducanu Gheorghe, Nicolae Gheorgheidilin Voicu, in that
period those musicians were also members, the Rasiian elite, F.O.
So they founded the Roma Party organization ortiama level. In 1996,
they obtained, | don’t know how, the majority @ tlotes in the country,
as they used to say. But the others... So, there meme organizations,
not only the Roma Party, because in the meantimm 1990 to '96,
more Roma organizations were founded in the cauntied in '96 more
organizations participated in the elections. Of @, the votes were
distributed among them, and none of them was ableeach the
threshold, | don’t know how much that was 5% or &g they had to
nominate one person to represent the Roma in thkaP&nt. Them

" CPUN (Consiliul Provizoriu de Uniune Nenak; Temporary Council for National Unity) was the
temporary Parliament in Romania between Decembg® 28d the first free elections in 1990. The
political organizations of the national minoritieddungarian, Roma, German, etc. — had formal
representatives in this temporary legislative togtn.
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being in Bucharest, because the centralized vdieseat to Bucharest,
they had more votes than the other organizatiohen,t the person
nominated was from their organizationadRticanu. He was the first
representative in the Parliament. And when we $ewthe organization
has a representative in the Parliament, we thoughybe it would be
better to dissolve, if all organizations would dise, members and
leaders, and we should participate in the electimgether.”(B., 50 years
old, President of the Roma Party in Cluj)

— “In '89-90, we founded the first political organizan, The Democratic
Union of the Roma in Romania (Uniunea DemociaticRomilor din
Romania). There was a sociologist, Nicolae Gheqrgjieewas dealing
with the minorities in Bucharest. He came and telpWe have already
had our ideas and agreement in Cluj county. In Cjnty there was the
Demaocratic League of the Roma in Romania, Mr. B was of the
initiators. He started to do this thing, then wentvéo Bucharest, we
agreed upon things and made it all legally. [...]eAftegalizing it, they
contacted us from Bucharest, a sociologist, alsRaia origin, like us,
and he said,»come, let's do something on a celaval«, because it has
already started in Valcea, and there was a lawydro founded the first
organization, at the same time with us. And weimBucharest. We got
to an agreement, we negotiated, and we wrote #ation document, and
founded the General Union of the Roma in Romanmufi¢a General a
Romilor din Romania). Another president came, dredpresident from
Valcea came, Bobu, the lawyer, and from Buchasasiecthat Gheorghe,
| don’t remember his name any more. We contactedlias well, the
older one, who has died, he helped, and we col&bdr’ (C. 47 years
old, officer of the Roma Party)

After the events of December 1989, the first forstalicture appeared that
provided a background for Roma representation tdrést, their appearance in
public, and expression of their ethnic identity.

The first important public appearance of Roma tjdins in Cluj that
appears in most of the narrations, was the medtatg in the Railroad Club (in
Cluj) on January, 1990: the legitimacy of the leaders elected iatrfeeting and
the legitimacy of the whole political activity baken this meeting comes from the
‘approval’ of the majority elite. As we have alrgaghentioned, Roma politicians
expect to gain legitimacy from the Romanian pdhtis (from the fact that the
latter accept them as partners or not, and in wdia}, and not from ‘below’, from
the people whom they represent. Emphasizing thissga major role in the
narrations. People emphasize their membershipSh, EPUN, and the positions
the politicians of Romanian ethnicity assign them.
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The Roma political parties in Cluj were first shdpby a small and well-
identifiable group, but this process — not takimgoi account the control and
guidance from Bucharest — was mostly driven bytiaewe can not identify — not
even on a local level — any coherent strategies dbald have made the Roma
representation efficient. At the beginning, poéitiorganizations were connected to
a previously existent network of the Bufrgroup. However, the members of this
group were not able to adapt to the newly develapexdimstances, which lead to
the dissolution of the group.

The Roma civil sector in Cluj (as a group of NG@p)peared relatively
late: most of the NGOs were established around-B39@ he appearance of these
organizations is connected to those Roma politicigho on the one hand disposed
of the capital necessary to start such an orgaoigaand on the other hand were
motivated enough to do so, because of the frustrataused by their political
activities. They were the ones who started theiitipal career in one of the
political parties, but for whom the shortage ofowses and the closure of the
channels of upward mobility for the Roma becamarcéhortly after they started.

— “How did you get to this organization?

— When | was at the Christian Democratic Party (Pduti Crestin-
Democrat al Romilor-GR), they came from this orgation, saying
they needed someone to do the fieldwork, to biaiken between the
foundation and the Roma community (RO: facilitatomunitar). [...]

— Why didn’t you stay at the party?

— | was the president in Cluj between 1990-1991 itowias impossible to
talk to them. | said:»if | can't make you understdhat you can't solve
anything with this, with doing this passport-busigiewe should rather
collect membership fees, let's organize ourselaes, well be able to
make money on the long run«. Then a conflict boakethose from the
Bufnira were there, they only wanted themselves and etiwdr for
president, and there were those who were educatasters or with high
school degree. These Bu#agroup people did not know anything about
politics, but still, if you learned, you knew hawtalk to the authorities
and what to do. And | said, if they don't let thgmmple do something
who have some education, then I'll leave. Ana.l lef

— For how long have you worked at that organization?
— Until 1997, I've learned a lot, and | was doing whéiked to do.
— Why did you leave that organization?

— Well, | did not leave, the organization left theuotry, and they did not
need me any more. But before they left, they heledinployees that if any
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of them wanted to start a foundation, they woultp H®y providing
infrastructure. | had a friend, he is Hungarianydied law, but | knew too
what to do. The X organization gave us a compatdesk, a cabinet, that
was just enough to start..(D., 41 years old, NGO president)

— “How did you found the organization?

— It was very difficult, but we were mainly influeddsy what we have seen
on the field, until | was in the politic field. Tieewas a need for something
concrete. You can't just go and lie to them, paditics, politics, but you
don't give them anything, or give them two bagsagé. And everywhere
I've been, in the communities, | asked them wigt fould need. | knew
there were lots of problems, but which were thetnmoportant, what
preoccupied them. “This and this” everyone told vad I've put these
down, and said,»let’s establish an organizationgme have founded it,
it was very difficult, from our own money. And ebeffore that, my son
had studied in Bucharest, and the organization fRamharest had helped
them, and he knew that this and that had to be.déne1 years old,
politician, and NGO leader)

The frustration of those previously working in gio8 is not only of financial
origin, but it is also caused by the exclusion frgower. All the Roma parties active in
that period had financial problems: the financigdmort from the state was not enough
to satisfy their needs, it did not make all theitpall activities possible. In every
organization only a few employees were paid, maktge who did not have any other
income. The ‘passport-business’ of some membetisecoRoma parties appears in all
the interviews, but this is an illegal activity,nsioned by the authorities, which
provides marginal resources, and an activity thit imvolved a few people: given the
distrust, and the limits of the ‘market’, it waspssible for everyone to take part in
this. Thus, those individuals, who did not belonghe close network of the initiators,
were not able to join this activity. This had negaeffects both on those individuals
who were stuck outside the network losing largeatsof money, and on the whole
organization that was incapable of mobilizing itepboyees on its own purpose.
Individuals not taking part in illegal activitiesewe not able to gain neither financial
capital, nor intellectual, nor political capital.

Meanwhile, they were able to develop a networkredétionships, gain
political, administrative and bureaucratic knowledbat has enabled them to start
their own NGOs. During their political activity thavas unsuccessful on its own,
they had to face the mainstream of political ingiiins, notice and interiorize the
expectations of these institutions regarding them@& problem’, the way they
handle this question, or have learned the defimitithe majority political elite has
previously developed.
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The typology of the Roma elite in Cluj

1. The initiators — possessors of network and cultucapital

The group of initiators is of specific nature: atfocal level, those who had
a common background and thus common value systevelapeed the first
institutional system. One important subgroup mexdias reference point in the
interviews was the Bufta-group.

The recruiting and the selection of the Roma elitehat is the first
movement of the development of political and cwianizations — presume the
ownership of more forms of capital at the same time

The Bufnia-group

The institutional background formed in Decembe83Qanuary 1990 is
connected to a small group of 5-6 people. The sprifessional profile of this
group and of those joining them in the next few therhad special characteristics.
Three types of capital can be considered as @itdrrecruiting in this first step of
development of the Roma political structure, itee social, the institutionalized
(those that gain objectivity in positions, titlesore precisely in the completed
level of education) and connected to this, the ripamted cultural capital. These
two aspects, the two forms of capital together riouted to the selection process
and strengthened each other. The incorporated raultapital, i.e. the special
knowledge they disposed of, paid a smaller rolhis phase.

The common past of socialization and the valueesysonnected to this can
be traced back to the period before 1989. The ginditical institutions in Cluj were
based on personal networks of childhood friendsofthem were born and grew up in
the so-called Bufia-district (meaningwl). The name of this place does not appear in
any of the archives or records in Cluj. The narselfiresembles the nicknames — in
fact stigmas — given today to the ‘Roma ghettagthsas ‘Little Dallas’ or ‘Dallas’ in
Cluj, ‘Texas’, ‘Ghaza’ in Blan, ‘Congo’ in Sibiu, ‘Brazil’ in Ngfalau, or ‘Katanga’ in
Téargu Murs. In the recollections of the people | interviewetst of those living in
the Bufnta district were Roma, and their families originafiexh the villages around
Cluj. In 1963, to the order of the local governmetfitthe houses of this district were
demolished and the families were moved into onelyagncial apartments spread out
in many parts of the city, mainly on the periphery.

The location from their childhood, the Bufaidistrict — physical place and
social place at the same time —, where the schwl was exclusively for the
Roma, and the whole physical environment createsormon socialization
background that results in interiorizing commonuea and norms, integration into
the society by accepting the roles this latter establishes.

The advantages of belonging to this group haven lsstivated in two
phases and produced a usable network capital. @ongehat the members of the
network did not strengthen their relationships bef®989, they did not make up
different institutionalizing rituals (traditionallythe Gypsy Ball has been the only

26



THE FORMATION PROCESS OF THE ROMA ELITE IN CLUJ

event that during communism the Roma could usepoess their ethnic identity),
i.e. before 1989 connections broke up. In spitehdf, following the revolution,
relationships could have been activated, and besagial capital.

Education as cultural capital was of the samengitg but functioned as a
recruiting criterion only built on the former one.

— “Who appointed you?

— On behalf of the League B. and G. was there, theyfeom the
Bufnira-group as well, and then we decided, because smnlead to
represent the organization, and | was master, hewéwas, | had a
degree, middle-school degree. And | was nominatete first phase,
and then we held a meeting, we have talked to ¢#oplp, and they
agreed.”(C. 47 years old, representative of the Roma Party)

The status of those who established the first orgéinn was practically the same,
and many similarities can be recognized in thefie kevents: they are first-
generation residents, skilled workers, for whomhbwioving to the city and their
skills represented a way of intergenerational uphvwaobility.

The individuals recruited in the first phase oé #lite-formation, the life
events of this group of initiators contain many i&m elements. Their social
mobility can be traced back to the 60’s: as a tasfuhe structural transformation,
they were able to step out of those positions Werte assigned to them by the
majority as being “traditional Roma activities”. this period, this was mainly
realized by compulsory education. Structural mopilieducation, i.e. upward
mobility and status-improvement — as it can be sedhe interviews — became a
desired walk of life in the families that did noispose of traditional, social,
symbolic, or economic capital resulting from traatital activities.

The members of the Bufai group originate from integrated Roma
families, and in addition, they had the type ofwexige without which orientation
in the Romanian administrative and political figlds impossible.

Among those who have developed the first politistalictures were also
people who held offices in the communist party, amy other state-affiliated
organization, even if this did not mean politicetivdty. Their appointment was a result
of the high positions they held in their professien which supplied them with the
routine that later was proved to be necessareipdiitic-administrative field.

2. The group of high-school or university degree-hotde

None of those people who had lived in the city dad university or
theoretical high school degrees took part in thet fohase of political movements
of the Roma in Cluj.

The people that have university degree are sagghfadm the ones with
lower degrees, and this separation is widely fathiw the Roma elite in Cluj.
Despite the fact that the active members of the &elite — either in political, or in

27



REKA GEAMBASU

the civil sector — form a network where maintainegonnection also involves
leisure-time activities (the coffee-house whereg/ tiegyularly meet is also a place of
negotiations and informal arrangements, is an matggart of their remembrances),
the members of the elite that have university etimicado not take part in these
activities. Staying apart constantly is a group¥fimg activity renewed by them
with staying apart, which is also a norm as it /s expectation towards the
members that have university degree. The GypsysBalth before and after 1989
constituted an important field for strengtheningwuek relationships, and at the
same time they were an important factor of soa#ittn (for the atomized

members'dispersed in blocks of flats> A. 51 years old), but no individual with
university degree has patrticipated in any of tresmts.

The elite working in the established institutiopalitical structures did not
want to gain legitimacy from ‘below’, from the pdeghey represented, but they
did use a strategy to make the majority politiddeeccept them. Thus, they have
directed their campaigns ‘outward’, not ‘downwarttiey have tried to strengthen
their legitimacy by integrating people who havevensity degree:

— “When did you start your political activity?

— Sometime in the 90’s... This is a difficult questiowbnt to erase that
period from my life.

— Did you take part in that meeting in the CFR (Razald) Club?

— No, I wasn't there but my brother was there, anémhe came home,
he said,»everyone is talking about you there, wiytd/ou come?«. |
said»I’'m not going, | don’t wanna go...«, and | regrelid not listen
to my instincts at that time.

— What do you think, who knew you at that time?

— Well, to be honest, | think only the lashed dogsndit know me at that
time. | was pretty well known thanks to the spartany people knew
me. And then, to my brother’'s prompting and everempeople came,
and said»come, come, good had started there, theregpeople, and
after all you are an engineer, they treat you défely...«

— What was your political activity composed of?

— The party was called PDCR, Partidul Democrat-@ireal Romilof...
Only one party should have been established, betyewe wanted to
be a leader. At that time, in 1990 the gypsies hettier opportunities
to solve their problems, to put some people intfedint positions, to
have representatives. These were opportunities @overnment

8 The Christian-Democratic Party of the Roma
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offered to improve the cooperation among groupsh wdifferent
ethnical background, on different institutional és. In fact | said,»all
right, every group should have it's own leaders;ehese their culture
is different as well, but if we are going to do sthing, or for the
elections, we need to get organized, united.«Bayt tfon’t understand.
And they are in the same situation even now, anthertop of that
they didn’t want this in Bucharest either, they ‘tdlavant anyone else
to take their positions. And | had to representnitheéhey sent me,
saying»you should go, you go, | think becausesl avaengineer.{F.
43 years old, representative of one of the Romiegar

— When they saw me, they said»that’s it, this is gbedas education«. At
that time very few people had school, nowadays®thes students. The
police-commander called me and | said»Sir, | devént to take part in
this, 1 want to help them, but...«He says»no, noaus you...«. And
well, they elected me, C., J., K., who was an eegiat Electrometalul,
and another one who is now in America, that alsw thigh school degree,
and a woman, we chose her, because she finishdsbigol and had
baccalaureate degree. They gave us a place ofeesi] the commander,
when he saw that we were educated people, he gaa@mething in their
building, at the Prefecture, room nr. 13(E. 55 years old, leader of an
NGO, past president of one of the Roma parties)

Those who had university degree were aware of thetegy they have been
following in order to start a political career. biecame obvious that education,
cultural capital was easily convertible into paiti capital, prestige, or in general
into goods that became available in the politidalldf In spite of this, individual
decisions were only slightly influenced by capitahversion. Their political
activity — and this is true in the case of the eded Roma as well — depended on
their integration into professional structuresother words, there was only a slight
possibility that people who are well off both predenally, and financially (in
terms of income and appreciation of their work) ldostep into the political field.
In this respect — in my opinion — there are majoganizational differences
between the Hungarian, the Roma and the Romaniéitaldife activities and the
way they become professionalized. While for the ¢rian and Romanian
politicians their activity is profitable both synlmally and financially — and thus it
represents an important channel of upward mobilityis is not valid in case of
Roma politicians. According to my experience, imgi@n into the political field
was a necessity for those who, at the time of elry into the political field, were
integrated at least at a minimal level into the upational structure, but who
disposed of such cultural or network capital thatimthe start of a political career
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possible. The Roma political organizations dispaskelimited resources from the
very beginning: they did not get any support frather the state (lack of support
from voters), or the financial elite (lack of findal return). This can explain the
fact that the members of the parties who dispo$éarge people networks mainly
used these networks in support of illegal actisitie

For the Roma — according to this case study mrlin Cluj — political
activity in itself did not mean a channel of upwanability. It did not mean an
opportunity for them to extend their networks, or daccumulate cultural or
financial capital.

The political sphere in this case determined thances of becoming a
member of the elite and general channels of upwendaility. For those, who started to
move upward in the field of politics, there wereeth main scenarios that became
available afterwards: 1. staying in the politicphere, 2. activity in NGOs, and 3.
withdrawal. The options were strongly influencedtir supplies of different types of
capital. Withdrawal was the desired method for ¢hegho were successful in
extending their capital in their professions. Farse not able to convert their cultural
capital and professional experience but disposeeétwiork capital or experience in the
administrative field, NGOs became an achievabl@opPolitical activity, because of
the limited resources, was not suitable for accatimg capital that could have been
used outside the political fi€tdthe power associated with the positions in thislf
and the prestige capital was limited by the panty last its value in the interpersonal
relationships that ran across borders.

The three scenarios available for political pgraaots are complemented
with another scenario, which I'm going to call te&ategy of the “afternoon
politician” further on. Part of the people who hdpt their positions obtained in
the hierarchy of their main activity, have keptithgositions in the parties in spite
of the limited resources. They were hoping thahltbé wider political context and
the upcoming elections made such an effect ontthetare of the Roma political
sphere that the positions and capital owned infidlid became usable even outside
the party on other markets. This strategy was dabépfor many of those who
were at the same time active in the NGO field.duase this is one reason for the
lack of success — measurable with the number afsvobtained during elections —
and namely the obstacles in front of the profesdipation, and one of the reasons
is the lack of motivation to invest into politicattivity.

° Bourdieu defines the concept of “field” as followsis “the successful monopole of those who
pursue an activity professionally” (quoted by Poki®99:318), “the structural place of positions”
that on the one hand have general rules, and ootltee hand specific rules valid only under these
conditions, and where struggle is for power definedler specific values. Each field limits the
value of that specific kind of capital: for instenacademic positions and titles have value and can
only be converted in the academic field.
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3. Roma NGOs

Recruiting of the elite of Roma NGOs is not lirditey the scenarios described
above: they are not only recruited from the pdlitfield. The formal elite of the NGOs
was recruited based on the criterion of culturglite Degrees and the amount of
knowledge accumulated did not by themselves prodadepetitiveness for elite
positions in the NGO field. The Roma civil sphameCluj can be best described with
the terms of Weber, i.e. social relationships amard-oriented and thus closed for
outside. Its “[...] meaning and validity limits ortablishes certain criteria for the
participation” (Weber, 1987:68). Setting these limits has maimifonal reasons:
limited resources and the type of the available-glositions makes it necessary to
establish certain informal but widely known crigefor selection that are defined by the
members of the network that initially developed toak charge in that particular field.
In other words: cultural capital is necessary lmitsufficient for joining this field, and
individuals need a kind of network capital that @igs the specific values,
socialization, the internalization of their commartes. These selection mechanisms
are latent and constitute the common knowledgheofriembers of the field, although
these members try to gain legitimacy based onuteral capital they dispose of and
that was gained formally by getting a universitgr@e. The success and effectiveness
of the strategy to gain legitimacy is supportedthy fact that in spite of the inner
differentiation of the Roma elite in Cluj theredsnsensus regarding the category of
the “legitimate elite” (by identifying it with thRGO elite)*°

The field of NGOs is technically the only fieldathcan be used in other
social fields by the Roma elite from Cluj, it isethonly field that makes
accumulating economic, symbolic, prestige or nekwaapital possible. This field
can thus develop a path for the participants wiieeeupward mobility is a real
possibility for individuals. Upward mobility can sty be attributed to the
available resources at the disposal of the orgtoirs leaders.

Students or people who have obtained their degitbe past two years form a
special group within the NGO elite. The positivecdimination policy supporting the
university-level education of the Roma helps yopegple with university degree who,
during their school-years manage to interior@e-definitionsandexpectation®f the
NGO elite, become members of the elite. Accordingy observations, a large part of
these students come from integrated families beignip the middle-class and has a
social-demographic background that both financiaitg in the expected career plans
makes obtaining a university degree possible.

However, cultural capital, i.e. the degree obtiisenot enough by itself for
entering the civil sphere. Professional socialiratihat is connected to university
education (i.e. professional practice, learninguwlaes and norms of the specific field
that occurs during school-years), also, studentsot#ain or mobilize their network
capital that is necessary when obtaining a positidine civil field.

10 One of the goals of the Resource Center for Romenrflunities is to promote and support the
development of a Roma elite, there are specifignaras designed under this “elite formation” label.
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The functioning of the Roma elite in Cluj. Some corlusions.

In the first part of the formation period of therRa elite in Cluj, thBufnira-
group has been the hard core of the network: its memiers skilled workers who
were integrated into the professional hierarchyhef majority, and were capable of
orientation both in the life-world of the majoriand in the traditional Roma society.
The members of the group were part of individuabititg channels before the change
of regimes that made them capable of becoming qfathe elite after 1989 by
possessing the necessary capital. This group ctliteedid not have any power, did
not dispose of any resources that could have bemaged or distributed in the period
before 1989, thus, it was not an elite-group. Timoumnt of cultural-, network- and
financial capital that put them into favorable posis in the context of the
marginalized Roma population, made it also posditmethem to monopolize and
control the processes of political organizatiothat beginning of the democratization
process. They were only partly able to maintainpibstions and power they obtained.
Those individuals, who did not dispose of cultwabital necessary to enter the civil
sector, have continued their political activity ofinecessity. The lack of resources of
the political field — with the simultaneous strévegiing of the civil sphere — has
become an acute problem and thus the politicatsaatal the elite working in this field
have gradually lost their ‘effective’ power of dgoh-making and resource-distribution.

As the Roma political parties have lost their ges the Bufnira-group
being a determining factor for the initiators, hasnultaneously become
marginalized in different elite-networks regardthgir power and financial capital.
The members of thBufnira-group have not disappeared form the groups of the
Roma political elite in Cluj. This first group datfitiators that can be considered the
ideal type of community self-organization (i.e. ygpé of network organization
coming from below) remained an informal referenaaup that became dysfunctional
when the central political elite has taken over fble of regulating the elite-
formation and elite-selection mechanisms, but ii6 mtesent in formal political
positions. The active members of tBafnira-group are now officials of the Roma
political party. Local processes of the elite-fotima lost their importance when
the central political power established those Ipositions where — as Brass (1991)
says — the ‘collaborating’ elite got into power,tlihis process has not fully
empowered the state-elite to control local processethe elite-formation. The
local elite of the Roma is formed of different gpsland the whole field is made of
loose networks of these groups. There does nat @xisfined set of characteristics
for legitimacy, and the field is not integratedeating in some way ‘conditions
before politics’. The loss of power tiBafnira-groupsuffered — besides the control
of the state — can be attributed to the fact that ¢lite can not use publicity in
order to obtain their goals, they have no stratedieveloped in order to promote
their interests, and have no developed procedaorasbtaining authority.
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Roma NGOs, the actors of the political spherebeadescribed with the term:
‘ethnic entrepreneur’. The term appears at Barthp ways that this role of the
entrepreneur within ethnic politics is that ‘leagleho aim at mobilizing ethnic groups
to take part in community activities are pursuirgitigal entrepreneurship’ (Barth,
1996:4-5). This is about a mobilization procedinat is not a direct expression of the
cultural ideology of the group, and neither of thvil. The term “ethnic entrepreneur”
is used after Barth, as it was defined in the sttithyiic Groups and Boundaries from
1969 and that redefines the term of ethnicity. Ethdentity is a case of group
definition, the social organization of culturalfdiences. In other words, during the
analysis of ethnicity, the cultural elements andi@aarities are not as important as the
creation of borders, contrasting the teum&ndthembased on cultural particularities
of each of the groups. It is a social process ttiratugh membership and exclusion,
self-definition and characterization of “the othednstantly re-defines and strengthens
the borders between certain ethnic groups.

The way the actors of the NGOs accept and re-gedwints of view,
strengthen certaifus and them’dichotomies, and the way they emphasize
elements from the culture of the group they represein order to strengthen the
opposition and also the inner cohesion of the etignbup — makes these people
ethnic entrepreneurs. Also, taking up an elite tposiin the civil sphere means at
the same time obtaining control over a large amaintinancial capital when
accepting the rules defined by the majority pdhtis, thus emphasizing the
character of entrepreneurship.

The Roma elite in Cluj (and also the Roma eliteaomational level) can
not be described in the pyramid-models charactetsipower-systems. According
to both Brass (1991) and Brubaker (2001) the fonatig of this elite can only be
understood within a field-model, in a structure véhthe actors are not in vertical,
but in horizontal relationships. In this field, tipace of the actors is mainly
defined by the state, providing them with resoursesh as positions to take up in
the administration.

Those members of the Roma elite that are recogrérel accepted as
partners for negotiation by the majority politickamre in fact those holding an elite
position in the Roma NGO field. The Roma NGO fieléccording to the present
study — is a subsystem integrated into the RomatiMhsociety. The system of
positions (including the methods of financing ifisctioning) that those Roma
ethno-political entrepreneurs who became part ®NEBO elite can take, are also
defined by the majority political elite in order &stablish a mediating agency
between the majority and a marginalized ethnic grazonsidered to be
problematic. The population this agency has to atedtowards is considered
homogenous by the majority (this phenomena is @dtgoupism” by Brubaker).
The positive discrimination policy in universityvel education can also be
considered a way through which the Romanian palisphere helps in building a
Roma elite that is effective in the NGO field ahditis capable of representing and
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validating the “Roma question” defined by the mayjortowards the Roma
community. In this sense, the formation processttid Roma elite is not
simultaneous with the same process of the majoatd neither autonomous,
because this system was established on a rati@s# by the majority and not
under the control of the Roma elite.

Regarding social mobility of the Roma ethno-polgntrepreneurs we can
say that it does not appear as the mobility of ralfgh society, i.e. within its own
hierarchical structure, and neither does it folktv path of the norms and accepted
forms of capital as defined by the Roma commurityt, the channels of mobility
are established by the majority.

Those appointed by the central power to hold mrston a local or on a
national level, function as mediators, and at thmes time they represent the
control of the dominant politics over a minorityhd goals established by the
Romanian elite are “translated” to the Roma etlwaimmunity by the mediators,
and thus the definition of “specific Roma problemsfcomes a task for the
dominant elite. When the state accepts certain Rmoale as negotiating partners,
in order to control them — to stay at our examdl€lj —, it does not take into
consideration the negotiation processes withinsiecific community, a process
through which local initiators who got into powes a result of community
participation protect their positions. For thoserently holding positions in the
Roma party that have no real power in their hatids; Roma Strategy” developed
by the government represents the next point where ay be able to step up by
applying to positions established within publictingions and by controlling the
process of recruiting.
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AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AT BABES-BOLYAI UNIVERSITY 1!

ANIKO V. HORVATH

RESUME. Action affirmative a I'Université Babes-Bolyai. Le model roumain
de l'action affirmative pour la jeunesse romanithelans I'’éducation supérieure,
fait qui a poursuit le lancement des politiquesti-discrimination aux Etats-Unis.
Ce programme a été unique en Europe de I'Est @snarinées 1991-1992 et il est
unique méme maintenant quand cet article est éerifait d’avoir places séparées
pour les membres des minorités aux universitésadg en Europe est assez rare.
Voire méme aux Etats-Unis, ce model d'action aféitive a été fini de deux
décennies est substitué avec plusieurs pratiqifgsedites qui ont eu comme but
la diminution de la discrimination du passé. Néam®so malgré les études
extensives des américaines sur ces programmesoti#, @ec quatorze années en
avant, le gouvernement de la Roumanie a décidé@enencer un programme de
anti-discrimination pour les jeunes romanichelsldviale fait que le programme
existe depuis quatorze années, il n'y a pas eudist compréhensives concernant
les participants du passé ou du présent, ni d’étirdernes aux universités menées
par les universités eux-mémes. Le but de cet éastlede remplir — au moins
partiellement — ce fosse. Le but de cet étude esbllecter, analyser et mettre en
contexte les dates démographiques de base desamtidiomanichels de ce
programme. En addition, quelques caractéristiguédudation de base de ces
étudiants romanichels sont discutées aussi.

! This study is based on a part of the researchumad between March and May, 2005 for the
master thesis of the present writer at the Natismabtudies Department of the Central European
University. Financial support for the research cdmen a Student Research Grant of the same
department. The research and this study would &t been possible without the valuable help of
Rea Silvia Pop, Dan Doghi, Radu Lacatus, Michael ik former and present members of the
Student Organization Romano Suno, and the adnatiigtrstaff of Babes-Bolyai University. | also
want to thank my advisors, Professor Dr. Andras dGsvand Professor Dr. Michael Stewart, for
their continuous support and guidance, as welbaghkir patience. Further, | am very grateful for
clarifying comments and advice during the thesisisars of Professor Dr. Méaria Kovéacs and
Professor Dr. Rogers Brubaker.
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Brief history of the Romanian affirmative program?

For the 1992-1993 academic year the Romanian MynigtEducation and
Research, owing to the initiative of Romanian amdnR intellectuals, allocated ten
seats for Roma students in the Department of Séétak at Bucharest University.
The Roma students applying for these seats hadki the regular admissions
exam, but, for the ten allocated seats, they weingtéed even if they did not attain
the entry-level grades of the other studénfsere was also a special requirement
these students had to fulfill in order to be allowe apply for the ten allocated
seats: They had to prove their ‘Romany-ness’ bgpcaithg a ‘Roma Identity
Certificate’ to their application papers. This darate could be issued by any
officially registered Roma organization, NGO or ipoal party. There were no
specific guidelines or criteria for how these dmdites would be issued. The
students, after their admission to the Departmér8azial Work, participated in
the very same academic groups and programs athatl students.

The consecutive renaming of the program led oreetigve that from the
program’s beginning the nature of the policy waghhi debated in the Ministry of
Education and Research: First they used the teowsitige discrimination’, then
changed it to ‘affirmative action’, and then intumed the descriptive “temporary
advantages in the admission of young Roma to highleication institutions on
special seats allocated on a ‘minimal admissioteriai basis”. Now the program
is called “higher education for the Roma at statversities” However, looking
at it from the outside, it seems that the essehtieeoprogram has never changed.
From the beginning it has been an affirmative acfimgram for young Roma with
eased admission criteria to highly competitive mubhiversity departments, with

2 Although the original intention of the author bfg study was to give a more detailed account en th
history that preceded this governmental policy eluding the grounds on which claims were
made; the basis of its acceptance and launch ogdhernmental level, etc. — there was limited
information available on the Internet and in tHedries of the Central European University and
Babes-Bolyai University. The only way to collect maméormation about the period leading up to
the program would have been to travel to Buchamgtcantact present and former administrators
from the Ministry of Education and Research. Unfoatgly, financial and time constraints made
such an option impossible.

% However, it must be added that this preferentishtment does not automatically result in lower
entry grades for the Roma students. For example,résearch conducted at Babes-Bolyai
University showed that students applying for thecépl allocated Roma seats quite often had as
good or even higher admission grades than manyeo$tudents applying for the regular university
seats. In any event, it can be said — at leashéncase of the Roma students at Babes-Bolyai
University — that this special provision of the N&imy of Education made higher education
possible for many young Roma who otherwise couldattend a university.

4 Gheorghe Sarau, Modelul romanesc. Scurt istorimigiativelor si al tintelor strategice privind
Tnvataimantul pentru rromi intreprinse de MEGTde ONG-uri in perioada 1990 — 2002. (The
Romanian Model: A Short History of the InitiativesdaStrategic Goals in Roma Education of the
Romanian Ministry of Education and Research and aigdwernmental Organizations between
1990 and 2002.), <http://www.edu.ro/download/aatierpdf> (accessed on 2 October 2006)
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a certain number of guaranteed seats, and a catiifin process to determine who
the ‘Real Roma’ students were. Nevertheless, ttagram was implemented
without any overt resistance on the part of theeganpublic, and it not only
continues until today, but has grown each yeanttude more departments and
more public universities.

During its first five years, the affirmative actiggrogram was extended
beyond Bucharest to departments of social workhatet other major public
universities in Cluj Napoca, lasi and TimisoaraeTtumber of seats allocated by
the Ministry of Education and Research for Romalates during the five years
was approximately 175, 30 to 40 seats each yeat998, the number of seats
available for Roma was further increased to 149 the0 in 1999, 373 in 2001,
397 in 2002, 422 in 2003, and 399 in 2004. The ramd§ participating public
universities widened as well: 9 in 1998, 11 in 20B® in 2001, 29 in 2002, 37 in
2003, and 48 in 2004.

The research

The research for this study was undertaken by tkeemt writer and a
research assistant at Babes-Bolyai University inj Glapoca, Romania, between
March and May, 2005.

There was almost no data on the implementatiomefaffirmative action
policy at Babes-Bolyai University or on the pamaiing Roma students, and this
made it necessary for this researcher to look ® lhsic demographic and
educational characteristics of present and formemd& students enrolled in the
program. The database processed during the statisthalysis was created from
standardized departmental records of Babes-Bolysvddsity which contained
some very limited demographic and educational astaall 90 Roma students
enrolled under the affirmative action program ia #ttademic year 2004/2005. An
analysis of educational and family background pdot@ be impossible in most
cases owing to a complete lack of data.

Although the original intention was to create aaftase on all Roma
students who went through the program since it legal 997, this could not be
done because files of former students had already larchived and could not be
accessed. Consequently, all the data used indkésarch is representative only for
the Roma students who were admitted to the uniyebsitween 1999 and 2004,
and who are still enrolled at one of the univetsijepartments. The collected data
has been processed in SPSS, and is presented nraitilg form of frequency
tables. Only four cross tabulations have been nraden effort to detect possible
connections among different variables.

® Gheorghe Sarau, The success of the Romanian nmBelma education and in teaching Romani as
a mother tongue, <http://www.edu.ro/invirom_blehfmccessed on 3 October 2006)
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The initial intention was to collect data on thenRostudents who either
dropped out or were expelled from individual demenmts. However, inquiry
revealed that the departments do not record tmd kif information about their
student population. In order to have some reaserggipproximation of this type of
data, tables resulting from simple mathematicatuations were created by this
writer using the statistics published in the ursityis statistical yearbooks on the
whole student population, including Roma, Romaraad Hungarian students. A
detailed explanation as how the dropout rates amdber of expelled students
were calculated will follow in the relevant sectiofthis study.

Three types of other research methods — focus gnotgpviews, semi-
structured interviews, and participant observatiowere used during field work to
supplement the collected statistical data andlfwtbeénterpret the trends observed.

Demographic characteristics of Roma students

Standard university departmental records usuallyehthe following
demographic information on their Roma students: dlggender can usually be
deduced from this); address (place of origin cardéduced from this); and ID
number (gender and date of birth can be deduced fhis). All this information
was processed and will be discussed below. Somendiuall departments keep
records of family background as well. In cases whbe students’ file contained
data on family background, this information was a& recorded. However,
because of the small number of cases, statistisgghjificant conclusions on family
background could not be made.

Age

Out of the total of 90 Roma students, data on age awailable for 79
students (87.8%), and was missing for 11 studeri#%o). The majority of these
students (93.7%) are between 19 and 25 years df age

Graph 1 shows that there is a negative correldtimmveen the age and
number of Roma students at Babes-Bolyai Univerdityat is, as Roma students
get older, their number gradually decreases inttieersity.

® It can be realistically assumed that in terms gé ¢here are no major differences among Roma,
Romanian and Hungarian students.
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AGE

Percant
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Legend: Valid 79, Missing 11, Total 90
Graph 1. Age of Roma students

The most likely explanation is that beginning wébademic year 1998-99, and
each year thereafter, the Ministry of Education Redearch increased the number
of allocated seats for Roma students at Babes-BOlyizersity. It can be assumed
that this correlation then is mainly attributabtean outside, independent factor,
namely policy decisions made by individuals workinghe ministry. To a much
more limited degree, the dropout and expulsionesfain Roma students may be a
contributing internal factor that explains sometfadse results. Nonetheless, based
on the data available at departments, no conclssian be drawn on a possible
correlation between age and university dropoutxpuksion.

Gender

Out of the total of 90 Roma students presently ladcat Babes-Bolyai
University there are 62.2% women and 37.8% men@egh 2).
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GENDER

Legend: Valid 90, Missing 0, Total 90
Graph 2. Gender of Roma students

In academic year 2003/2004 of the total studentufatipn of Babes-Bolyai
University 66.25% were women and 33.74% were mdhus, no significant
difference can be seen in terms of gender distabutetween the Roma students
and the general student population.

The most interesting aspect of this statistic amdge distribution of Roma
students is that Roma women are over representdtieinotal Roma student
population. This data strongly contradicts the papuwbelief, which is still
prevalent in Romanian public discourse, that in tnmases Roma women are not
allowed to pursue higher education because in Rlamiies women are forcibly
kept in traditional roles. This data is not suffici to make the general statement
that in terms of access to higher education Romanewo are no longer
discriminated against by their families and comrtiasi But, based on the data
collected at Babes-Bolyai University it can be esathat among the young Roma
applying to Babes-Bolyai University, Roma women daachieved at least a
measure of equity in their pursuit of higher ediarat

" Universitatea Babes-Bolyai in cifre si repere stité, 2004 (Babes-Bolyai University in Numbers
and Statistics, 2004). Cluj Napoca: UniversitateaeBdBolyai, 2004
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Municipality of origin — type of municipality

In order to find out whether there were any disit®entrends concerning
the municipality from which Roma students are midkely to come, Romanian
municipalities were divided in five categories lhs® the administrative map of
the country: “village” (comuna), “town” (oras), tgi’ (municipiu), “county seat”
(municipiu de resedinta de judet), and “country idp (capitala)® After
establishing these categories, each Roma studentisicipality of origin was
coded accordingly. The findings are summarizedahbld 1 below.

Table 1.
Municipality of origin — type of municipality
Frequency | Percent Valid Cumulative
Percent Percent
Village ("comuna") 20 22.2 22.2 22.2
Town ("oras" 23 25.6 25.6 47.8
City ("municipiu") 15 16.7 16.7 64.4
E Cour';tgeffrf‘t;(d”;‘;f}('fe'f')” dq 30 33.3 33.3 97.8
Country capital ("capitala” 1 1.1 1.1 98.9
missing 1 1.1 1.1 100.0
Total 90 100.0 100.0

The underlying assumption was that in county spatspective students would
have greater access to information about highecatdunal choices and that this
would correlate positively with decisions to appty university. The statistical
analysis refuted part of the original hypothesemely that the number of Roma
students coming from county seats would be high&n those coming from other

8 Since English definitions might not match the &xaeanings of Romanian terms, a brief definition of
each term, as it is used in this paper, is neediithge” (comuna) - the smallest municipal uniath
exists in Romania, most often without basic adriatise offices and a high school; “Town” (oras) -
provides more administrative offices than a villdmge often without a high school, or has only one
school for each age category; “City” (municipiujlescribes a municipality which might be quite large
have some level of all administrative functionst bat having the most important schools, theaters,
libraries, archives and administrative entitiespti@ity seat” (municipiu de resedinta de judet) s ihi
the most important and well developed municipalifhin a county, most resources of the county
(important schools, theaters, libraries, archivesadministrative offices) are centralized hereguitry
capital” (capitala, Bucuresti) — this refers to Baest, the capital of Romania.
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places. The cumulative percent of the Roma studemtsing from other places
than county seats was significantly higher (64.5%an those coming from county
seats (33.3%). There was not enough data on thes waydents make their
decisions about pursuing higher education to foateudny new hypotheses.

Table 2.
Gender and type of municipality (Cross tabulation
TYPE OF MUNICIPALITY
Total
; ; County| Country| . .
Village | Town| City seat | capital missing
Count 12 17 9 18 0 0 56
% within
< GENDER 214 | 304 16.1| 321 - - 100.0
§ % within TYPE
OF 60.0 | 73.9| 60.0| 60.0 - - 62.2
MUNICIPALITY
14
g % of Total 13.3 | 189 | 10.0| 20.0 - - 62.2
P4
8 Count 8 6 6 12 1 1 34
% within
GENDER 235 | 176 | 176 | 35.3 2.9 2.9 |100.0
c
Q
€ | % within TYPE
OF 40.0 | 26.1 | 40.0| 40.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 37.8
MUNICIPALITY
% of Total 8.9 6.7 | 6.7 13.3 11 11 37.8
Count 20 23 15 30 1 1 90
% within
GENDER 22.2 256 | 16.7 | 33.3 11 1.1 ]100.0
Total L
O 1 96 within TYPE
OF 100.0 | 100.0{ 100.0f{ 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
MUNICIPALITY
% of Total 22.2 256 | 16.7 | 33.3 11 1.1 |100.0
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Another interesting aspect of the data surfacedhweheross tabulation was
made between gender and municipality of the Romdesits. As Table 2 below
reveals, there are no significant differences betwdne municipality from which
Roma men and women come to Babes-Bolyai Universitth the exception of
one case emphasized in bold: 30.4% of the Roma wameme from towns, while
only 17.6% of the Roma men come to university ftomns. In the data available
to this writer no explanation could be found to lexpthis difference.

Place of residency — county

Cluj is both the county in which Babes-Bolyai Usisity is located and
the county of residency of a significant percentafjeenrolled Roma students
(38.9%). As can be seen in Graph 3, Cluj Countetiogr with four other counties
— Bistrita Nasaud (14.4%), Salaj (7.8%), Sibiu ¥%¥)8and Hunedoara (5.6%) —
provides the majority (74.5%) of the Roma studespiysation enrolled at Babes-
Bolyai. Two of these counties — Salaj and Bistht@saud — border on Cluj County.
The other two counties — Hunedoara and Sibiu - @b Imave common
administrative borders with Cluj, but they are liose geographic proximity to it.

ORCOUNTY
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Legend: Valid 90, Missing 0O, Total 90
Graph 3. County of residence of Roma students
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Babes-Bolyai University does not have any publisbidistics on the counties of
residency of its general student population whiohld¢ be used for comparison
purposes. However, the chief administrative pemssponsible for admissions at
Babes-Bolyai stated during an interview for this research thagional
representation of the general student populatiginidar to the data presented in
this research. The administrator also said thaj, @istrita Nasaud, Hunedoara,
Sibiu, and Salaj counties are among the univessiigtget’ counties, meaning that
the university regularly advertises its educatigmagrams in all high schools in
these counties, and that professors and studetite amiversity visit many of the
high schools in these counties in order to pul#ictheir departments. This
information in part explains why Roma coming frohrese counties are over-
represented in the general Roma student population.

Economic considerations might also influence thecational choices made
by Roma families. It is always less expensive tppsdt children if they live in
geographic proximity to their county of origin (fbaan be more easily provided,
weekends can be spent at home, during examinagandp it is easier and less
expensive for the student to move back home, €hig factor, very probably, also
contributes to the residential patterns observeshgriRoma student$.

There is another interesting aspect in the datutathe relationship
between the county of residency of Roma students cimosing Babes-Bolyai
University when pursuing higher education. As nabdve, even though Hargita,
Bihor, and Mures are also informational target8abes-Bolyai and in geographic
proximity to Cluj, Roma students coming from thésee counties are significantly
under represented in the general Roma student gigrul A preliminary
hypothesis, tested in a later chapter of this stigdghat Roma from counties where
a significant number of them speak Hungarian or Royras their first languatfe
do not, for whatever reason, apply to Babes-Bdljaversity.

Family background

Since the departments at Babes-Bolyai Universityehanly limited data
available on family background of Roma studentss #ection was the most
difficult to summarize and interpret. From standdepartmental records there is
data on the parents of 14 Roma students. FromoilveRoma students presently

° Interview conducted in May, 2005, with Professar Daszlo Nagy, vice-rector of the university in
charge of — among others — the admission of theaRstodents to Babes-Bolyai University.

101t is reasonable to assume that the weight ofethésds of economic considerations is equally
important for non-Roma families when they make etlanal choices with their children.

1 According to the 2002 Romanian Census the majofityhe Roma residing in Hargita, Bihor and
Mures counties have Hungarian or Romany as theinendgbngue and not Romanian
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enrolled at Babes-Bolyai who participated in intews with this writer? data on
two was already recorded by their departments. tRer other two, data was
collected during the interview. Consequently, otittlee total of 90 students
presently enrolled at Babes-Bolyai University, amgduded in this research, there
are 16 Roma students about whom family backgroaridhdown. In addition, data
on four Roma students who had already graduatedeeasded during interviews.

Among the total of eight (present and former) Ratndents who participated
in semi-structured interviews, seven indicated tihaly have (or had) brothers,
sisters or other close relatives at Babes-Bolyavéfsity. They also indicated that
all these relatives had very similar family backgrd to their own. Based on this
data, it can be said that there is first handabdi data on 28 students (including
brothers and sisters) who went through the affiivaadction program, and there is
indirect (but reliable) data coming from Roma stuidearratives on at least 15
more. This total of 43 Roma students is still natowgh for statistical
generalizations and conclusions, but it is enooghléntify at least a few important
trends in the family background of Roma students.

Parents’ occupation

Based on the data collected it can be said that fatsers (24) work in
blue collar jobs, mainly as industrial workers (elgcksmith, caster, miner,
unskilled labor, etc.). Only two of the studentsrtiggpating in interviews
mentioned that their parents were merchants, ditaal Roma occupation. Data
showed that the fathers of four students are deded$ere are five pensioners and
six unemployed fathers. Only one student has eefattho is an engineer and
another student has a father working in a whitéacadministrative job.

Most mothers are housewives (30); five of themkniorblue collar jobs
(factory or agricultural workers); one of them isngioner; two are unemployed,;
three work in administrative positions; one is alwife; and one used to be a
model at the University of Fine Arts in Cluj Napdeat now works as a cleaning
lady at the same institution.

Most students indicated that their families haveioss and ongoing
financial difficulties. A few of them said that ltiugh they are not presently
needy, their families have always been ‘on the edge

Based on this it can be preliminarily concludedttla significant
percentage of the Roma students entering univeastyhe first generation in their
families to pursue a university degree. It is apparfrom the data that there is
almost no variety among the types of occupationsetdound in Roma families.
Almost all parents — if they find work outside theusehold — are employed in

12 semi-structured interviews were conducted in MB@® with eight Roma students who entered
Babes-Bolyai University on seats allocated for the Rdoy the Romanian Ministry of Education
and Research.
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hard, low income and low social status jobs. Caréig) the financial resources
these families have, supporting one, and often awahree of their children at

university represents a great financial burden emohense personal sacrifice.
Research results make it clear that — contrarligageneral belief that Roma do not
value education — in the cases presented here ithardhuge commitment on the
part of Roma parents to secure a decent futuren&r children. Although there are

no statistics on the family background of Romaraad Hungarian students, it can
be reasonably assumed that there is a much widetywand range in the parents’
employment histories, and financial status.

Financial information

During the eight semi-structured interviews, shtdewere asked how
their parents/families managed to make ends meest Btudents replied that their
parents take extra jobs in the black market; gmadbito do seasonal jobs; have
agricultural land around their house where theydpce food for the family; or, if
they don't own/have access to land, they do adwi@il work for non-Roma for
which they receive different food products in retur

Another source of income for Roma studentssides family support, is
scholarships paid by the university or by some mofitporganizations, for example
the Open Society Institute. In order to receivehsaischolarship students have to
fulfill all their academic requirements. And, sinceny of the students to whom
this researcher spoke had postponed exams, thizedeeot to be a steady source
of income for many of them. There is another pnobigith the scholarships paid
by Babes-Bolyai University: Romanian, Hungarian @drman students have
separate quotas for fellowships (each ‘study lireceives a certain number of
merit, study and financial aid scholarships). Intcast, Roma students do not have
separate quotas. Depending upon the language ohwimey continue their studies
(most commonly in Romanian) they have to competefédowships with the
students of that (ethnic) group. Given that a mbafher number of students
compete for the same limited number of fellowshtps,chances that a student will
receive financial support from the university angcm lower.

Another trend was discovered, common mainly am&uma men
studying at Babes-Bolyai University: Many of themvh to take jobs not only to
support themselves but also to support their parant siblings. Based on the
narratives of these present and former male stadémty usually have to go to
work because their families need money. Even thahgly are trying to earn a
degree they are often expected to support theirgagnd/or ill parents and their
younger brothers/sisters who are back home orpinescases, even study at the
same university. Since these young Roma men musteaney, they usually have
to accept any jobs they can get. Consequently, no&rniese men to whom this
researcher spoke worked in low skilled and unddrgabs (locksmith, miner,
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seasonal and agricultural worker, etc.). A fewhafmh managed to find better jobs,
for example working as a police officer or in ammiistrative position. Only one of
them worked in his academic field (social work)idgrthe time he was a student.
Some Roma women work as well during their yeatmatersity. However,
it seems that here there is a major difference dertvwoung Roma men and women.
While Roma men often have to work, most Roma woglsose to work. If the
women do not want to take a job, or they cannat &njob, they know there is no
family expectation for them to earn money. Thiseaspf free choice is very much
reflected in the types of jobs Roma women studekts Among those with whom this
writer spoke, the few women that had jobs worketh@r academic or a related field
(social work, nonprofit organizations, mass meetia,). Based on these findings, and
contrary to widely held assumptions, a hypotheais lse formulated that if young
Roma women manage to enter university, their iii&ason is actually easier than that of
young Roma men because their families have fevperotations and demands for them.

Educational characteristics

Standard university departmental records usuadlyehthe following
educational information on their Roma students:

« Name of high school where the student graduatgge-af high school can
be deduced from this;

e Year of admission to university — if combined witate of birth, the entry
age of the student can be calculated;

e The academic year in which the student enrdffed:;

* Academic standing — whether or not all academiaireqents for the
present and previous years have been comptéted:;

* Some departments record the following data as v&HA at university
admissions; GPA in high school; GPA of the highasthgraduation exam
(baccalaureate). However, because there wasIsadiitta on academic and
high school performance, this type of data was poicessed for the
purpose of this study.

In all cases where there was sufficient educatidatd to allow for generalizations,
the data was processed and analyzed.

13 Academic year | — freshman; academic year Il -heamre; academic year Il — junior; academic
year IV — senior.

4 The terms the university administration uses tifedintiate between categories are: “integral
student standing” — the student fulfilled all acaite requirements; “incomplete student standing”
— the student did not fulfill some of his/her acaiterequirements, but did fulfill enough to move
on to the next academic year; “expelled studerttie-student did not fulfill any or most of his/her
academic requirements, consequently he/she wadlexkpeenrolled student” — the student, once
expelled, reenrolled to the university, usuallfureing to the same academic year from which
he/she was expelled; "academic status" — studth@rdias a tuition waiver, or pays tuition.
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Field of study

In the academic year 2004/2005 at Babes-Bolyavéfsity there were
20 different faculties offering 46 specializatiod®n of those faculties had seats
allocated for Roma students in 18 different spimit:ibns?5 Table 3 below, on the
field of study of Roma students, reflects the femgpies and the proportional
distribution of the Roma students among differacufties.

Table 3.
Field of study of Roma students -faculties
Frequencyd Percent Valid Cumulative
q Y Percent Percent
1. Faculty of Biology and 4 44 4.4 4.4
Geology
2. Faculty of Economics 30 33.3 33.3 37.8
3. Faculty of European Studie 2 2.2 2.2 40.0
4. Faculty o_f Environmental 1 11 11 411
Sciences
5. Faculty of Geography 1 1.1 1.1 42.2
6. Faculty of History and
% Philosophy 1 11 11 43.3
> .
7. Faculty Qf Sociology and 26 28.9 28.9 792
Social Work
8. Faculty of Psychology and 9 10.0 10.0 82 2
Education Science
9. Faculty of Political Science
and Public Administration 9 10.0 10.0 922
10. Faculty of Physical Educatid 7 78 78 100.0
and Sports
Total 90 100.0 100.0

15 Data comes from an official document received froce-rector Laszlo Nagy about the distribution
of the academic seats among the departments afriversity and among the different language
study lines (Romanian, Hungarian, German) for thadamic year 2005. The document also
contains data about the ways Roma seats were &tbtathe departments.
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Since only 30 seats are allocated yearly for Ret@ents at Babes-
Bolyai University by the Ministry of Education afksearch, and distributed among
faculties by the university's admissions officerthis no reason to process the data
for an indication of specific preferences and et of the Roma students. It is assumed
here that they apply to the departments wheren(ibe&t) seats are available.

Several Roma students indicated during the semnttstred interviews
that they did not know, based on the name of tlal@mic department to which
they were applied, exactly what the specialty ef department was. As one of the
students at the Department of Social Work putliorily knew that | wanted very
much to go to university and study. So, | checked the limited options the
university offered, and choose the one which seetmée@ the closest match to my
interests. | applied, was accepted, and only katgiter being student for a while —
realized what | was going to be as a ‘grown up'dgete. And, actually | feel
lucky, because without knowing it, the DepartmeihBocial Work was a perfect
choice for me.” While this story has a happy endmtgers do not. Because of the
way the system works, several Roma students saidglinterviews that their
(uninformed) choice had been a mismatch, and theng wonsidering continuing
their graduate studies in another field which waser to their interests.

The present data might have led to a more inteagesbnclusion if there
had also been data to indicate in which departmémse had been an over-
application of Roma students. This could have céfle some preferences among
these students. But neither the university or indial departments record data of
this kind. The only (anecdotal) information aval&abon this aspect of the
application process came from the university’s y@&or responsible for the
admissions. He stated that he is the person whowfelthe application and
admissions process, and if he sees that in somartdemts seats are not filled,
while others are oversubscribed, he immediatelystebutes the seats among
departments. But, he had made no record of theifgeof his redistribution.
Also, it was not clear to this interviewer whetloemot he took into consideration
the interests of particular students.

However, when a cross tabulation for faculty aeddgr was made, an
interesting trend was revealed: There was a stconglation between gender and
choice of discipline/specialty. It may be assuntet this is one of the significant
factors influencing choice of academic field. Inblea4 the significant differences
between the academic choices of women and merrassead in bold.

In the field of economics and sports men are Righler-represented
(economics: 41.2%; sports: 17.6%) compared to worfemonomics: 28.6%;
sports: 1.8%). In contrast, women are over-repitesein the fields of social work
(32.1% women compared to 23.5% men), and psychaagyeducational sciences
(14.3% women, 2.9% men).
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Table 4.
Gender and Faculty (Cross tabulation)
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W %ofTotal | 44 | 178 11 | - 11| 11 ] 200) 89 | 67 | 11 | 622
zZ
o) Count 14 1 1 0 0 8 1 3 6 34
% within
.| cenper 412 29| 29| - - | 235] 29 | 88 | 17.6 | 1000
[J]
1 %witnin
0
FACULTY 46.7| 50.0| 1004 - - | 308] 111 | 333| 857 37.8
% of Total 156 11| 11| - - 89| 11 | 33| 67 | 378
Count 4 30| 2 1 1 1 26 9 9 7 90
% within
- GENDER | 44| 333| 22| 11| 11| 11 | 289 100 | 100| 7.8 | 100.0
S
% within
FacuLTy | 1000 1004 100.0f 100. 100.0f 100.d 1004 100.0 | 100.0 100.0f 100.0
%ofTotal | 44 | 333] 22 | 11| 11| 1.1 | 289 100 | 100 7.8 | 100.0

Comparing data with that of the general studemugadion (from the
statistical reports of the university) it can bedshat the above correlation is not
characteristic only of Roma students. This stroogetation between gender and
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choice of academic field is present in the genstatient population at Babes-
Bolyai University (and presumably at other univees) as welf®

Entry age

Entry age was calculated by deducting the yediirt from the year of
admission to the university (e.g. Entry year = 200dar of birth 1985, Entry age =
EY-YoB = 2004-1985 = 19). Graph 5 shows that thgortg of Roma students
(77.2%) enter university at the age of 18, 19 ardther right after high school
graduation, or after a one year break. Another B5®Roma students are admitted
to university at the age of 21, 22 or 23. Only 7.6#he students are age 24 or
above when applying for admission.

ENTRAGE

40

Percent

25 28 41

ENTRAGE

Legend: Valid 79, Missing 11, Total 90
Graph 5. Entry age of Roma

8 1t needs to be noted that a whole research fielbiilt on the long history of disproportional
representation of women and men in certain acadéetits and work. For a long time one of the
most prevalent explanations for this gender dispavas that women were over-represented and
succeeded in those endeavors from which men withdreese fields, this explanation continues,
then loose their high social and economic statusrtler to confirm or refute such an elaborate
hypothesis much more data and research would litedeBased on the data available no such (or
similar) conclusions can be made.
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According to the vice-rector, the majority of thengral student population enters
university right after high school graduation, s fage of 18, 19 or 20. This mostly
likely indicates that there are no significant eréfnces between Roma and non-
Roma students regarding their age of entry. Howelrere are no University statistics

ANIKO V. HORVATH

on the exact percentages for the entry age ofdaheRoma student population.

Table 5.
Gender and Entry age (Cross tabulation)
ENTRY AGE
Total
18 |19 20 |21 |22 |23 24 |25 |26 |41
Count 6 25 |10 |4 2 0 0 1 0 1 49
% within
GENDER | 122 | 510 | 204 |82 |41 |- - 20 |- 2.0 | 100.0
% within
ENTRY | 857 |64.1 |66.7 | 500 | 66.7 |- - 50.0 | - 100.0f 62.0
| AGE
Q
g % of
0
2| Total 76 |316 |127 |51 |25 |- - 13 |- 13 | 620
Count 1 14 |5 4 1 1 2 1 1 0 30
% within
GENDER | 33 467 | 167 [ 133 |33 |33 67 [33 |33 |- 100.0
% within
o ENTRY | 14.3 |35.9 |33.3 | 50.0 | 33.3 | 100.0 | 100.0) 50.0 | 100.0f - 38.0
] AGE
[a)]
ZIl <
Gle|ro 13 [177 |63 |51 |13 |13 25 |13 (13 |- 38.0
Total . . . . . . . . . .
Count 7 39 |15 |8 3 1 2 2 1 1 79
% within
GENDER | 89 [ 494 | 190 | 101 |38 |13 25 |25 |13 |13 | 1000
% within
ENTRY | 100.0| 100.0{ 100.0f 100.0f 100.0{ 100.0 | 100.0f 100.0{ 100.0| 100.0] 100.0
AGE
s I, ‘
i~ T/"otoal 89 [49.4 |19.0]101 |38 |13 25 |25 |13 |13 | 1000
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When a cross tabulation was made for entry age gamber, an
interesting tendency was revealed. There seemset@ megative correlation
between the number of Roma women entering uniyeesid the age of these
women. That is, as Roma women advance in age tteeless and less likely to
apply to university. Table 5 highlights the sigoéint data.

These results led to the formulation of a prelanjnhypothesis: If Roma
women enter university in the same year that thegupte, or shortly thereafter,
their families and community are significantly manepportive of their pursuit of
higher education. If, on the other hand, Roma woimave not started university
shortly after high school graduation, pressure fraheir families, peers,
communities, and society for them to conform toditianal roles of (Roma)
women, grows with the passage of time. This hymghis strengthened by the fact
that a higher number of Roma men (as compared tmaRewomen) do start
university in their late twenties. However, becatisere is insufficient relevant
data, this hypothesis cannot be confirmed or rdfute

Language of study

According to the statistical report published lgbBs-Bolyai University
in 2004 in academic year 2003/2004 there were 108 Rongests studying at
the university. Of these 108, 107 were enrolledhia Romanian study line and
undertook their studies in the Romanian language Roma student was enrolled
in the Hungarian study line and continued his/hedies in Hungarian. In an
attempt to explain this striking difference in Rommarollment, data collected by
the university as well as by sources outside tleeusity was analyzed:

1) It was known by this researcher that a significardgportion of the Roma
population in Romania speaks Hungarian or Romarigeisfirst language.

2) From data already processed from the eight prirtenget counties of Babes-
Bolyai University (Cluj, Salaj, Bistrita-Nasaud, Redoara, Sibiu, Mures,
Harghita, Bihor), it was already known that Romanawunities are represented
in the general Roma student population from fivéhoe counties (Cluj, Salaj,
Bistrita-Nasaud, Hunedoara, Sibiu), while Roma camities from the other
three counties (Mures, Bihor, Harghita) are barefyresented.

3) It was also known that Mures, Bihor, and Harghitevén a quite significant
Hungarian and/or Romany speaking Roma population.

Based on the above it was assumed that the differenight be related to

demographic and language characteristics of the aRtiwing in these eight

counties. To verify whether or not any significatifferences existed between

Roma living in these counties, data from the 200@mBnian Censts was

collected and summarized in Table 6 below.

7 Universitatea Babes-Bolyai in cifre si repere stiais 2004 (Babes-Bolyai University in Numbers
and Statistics, 2004). Cluj Napoca: UniversitateaeBaBolyai, 2004
18 Romanian Census 2002vww.recensamant.ra/(accessed 8 October 2006)
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Table 6.
Number and percentages of Roma by their first langage
Roma in
Numbe the
r of overall Speaks | Speaks | Speaks Speaks| Speaks Speaks

County | Roma | populatio | Romany |Romany [Romanian [RomaniajHungarian [Hungarian
in the n of the [(Frequency) | (%) Frequency) (%) (Frequency, (%)

county county
(%)

Mures | 40,425 7 22,205 54.9 14,126 34 4,081 10
Bihor | 30,089 5 18,022 59.8 6,720 22.3 5,295 17.5
Haggh't 3,835 1.2 1,119 29.1 496 12.9 2,219 57.86
Bistrita
) 11,155 36 3,779 33.8 7,314 65.56 57 0.51
Nasaud
Salaj | 12,544 5.1 6,554 52.2 5,596 446 393 31
Clyj | 19,834 238 9,220 46.4 10,233 51.5p 368 1.85
Sibiu | 17,125 36 3,750 21.89 13,323 77 24 0.14
Hunedoar| 6,823 14 1,375 20.15 5,397 79.1 48 0.7

Source: 2002 Romanian Census

Data in Table 6 shows that the major difference ragribie eight counties
is the percentage of Roma who speak Romanian &s fitst language in the
overall Roma population of their respective countidamely, in the five counties
from which the majority of the Roma students caméabes-Bolyai University
(Cluj, Salaj, Bistrita-Nasaud, Hunedoara, Sibiug thercentage of Romanian
speaking Roma is much higher (well above fifty petc except Salaj, where is
44.6%) than in the three counties from which Romandt come to Babes-Bolyai
University (Romanian speaking Roma in these cosmsidelow 35%).

Given these results, several preliminary hypotheseld be constructed as
to why Romany and Hungarian speaking Roma ardikebsto apply to Babes-Bolyai
University. These hypotheses need to include facoch as the level of assimilation
of different Roma communities; the relationshipweetn speaking the Romany
language and the salience of traditional values inommunity; (possible) major
societal trends such as increased social and econeainginalization of Roma among
the Hungarian minority; (possible) weaker econaroiaditions in these three counties;
and differences in average years and methods obkieh of Roma in these counties.
Again, there is insufficient data to further pursus line of inquiry.

Nonetheless, there is one more additional hypathést could partly
explain the differences in the data presented abdamely, since many Hungarian
and Romanian students enter Babes-Bolyai Univefsity these three counties,
but only a few Romanian, Romany or Hungarian spgpkRoma enroll, it might be
assumed that there are major differences in theseties in the way the university
advertises Romanian and Hungarian seats as opfinBeina seats.
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Based on the data available and the interview wcted with the Babes-
Bolyai admissions officer, there does indeed seelretone major difference. The
Ministry of Education and Research — as far ashmawerified — did not put any
constraints on the language in which these Ronm#ests have to study at public
universities. The only requirement was that it hadbe one of the educational
languages of the respective university. This mdhas hypothetically, a Roma
student at Babes-Bolyai University can choose ftbree languages — Romanian,
Hungarian or German — and enroll in one of theeeetistudy lines. But, it is tacitly
assumed by the university administration that tisma seats should be allocated
to the Romanian study line. Therefore, the uniteidoes not specifically advertise
that Roma students can study in any of the unitygsdinguages. Thus, it can be
assumed that many Hungarian and Romany speaking Romot apply for these
seats since they assume that they need to studgrmanian, and they might feel
that they will not be able to fulfill the acadennéguirements in Romanian.

Type of high school

Data on the type of the high school from which Ratuaents graduated was
available for 66 students and missing for 24. éndase of the 66 students, the standard
departmental records contained the exact nameypadft school (e.g. academic high
school; or industrial, agricultural, economic, dtigh school). During the coding, the
major aspect which was considered to be importas whether or not the school
where the Roma student graduated prepared stugerdscraft. Consequently, only
two categories were constructed, that of the ‘acéddigh school’ (specializing in
preparing students for higher education, and nstaid working in a trade) and that of
‘vocational school’ (trains students in a craftdagives them some ‘academic’
background as well). The results of data processinge seen on Graph 6.

HSCHTYPE

wocational school

' academic high schosl

Legend: Valid 66, Missing 24, Total 90
Graph 6. Type of high school
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If the students with missing data are exclude@ntlt3.63% of the
students graduated from some type of vocationaldchnd the remaining 36.36%
came from an academic high school. It is hypotleesthat this huge disparity can
be attributed to two major factors.

1) Historically, in Romania, there are fewer acaitehigh schools than
vocational schools. The entry exams to most ofatteemic high schools are very
competitive. This most often results in the pattesmere, generally speaking, a
positive correlation between social status and @cherformance appears. It can
be assumed, therefore, that only a few Roma stadeatable to gain entry to these
elite schools. This hypothesis is strengthened hgtwve have learned from the
most recent practices of affirmative action polmfythe Romanian Ministry of
Education and Research. The Ministry now implemantadmission procedure for
Roma children in most of these highly selectivedacaic high schools. It is
modeled along the same lines as its universityagggstem: a certain number of
seats have been allocated for Roma students at#uemic high schools.

2) In addition to being more difficult for Roma dants to enter academic
high schools, more Roma families may be makingres@ous decision to send their
children to vocational schools. Because, for thst ffaur or five (or even more)
decades, it was almost impossible for Roma yougiutsue academic careers, it can be
assumed that Roma families tended to pursue thups®tanities where they were least
likely to be dead-ended. Sending their childrerrdoational high school became the
best of the options open to them. Graduating fromo@ational school saved their
children from the fate of having to become parthef unskilled labor force or, worse,
being unemployed or becoming part of the ‘undenggdoeconomy’.

This second hypothesis became even more relevaam,vditer making a
cross tabulation for gender and high school typ&jrned out that Roma women
are significantly over represented (53.6% Roma woowmpared to 33.5% Roma
men) among those young Roma who graduated froncatiemal school.

In Table 7 the significant differences are hightaed in bold. Graph 7
makes the difference visible.

When a cross tabulation was made for entry age gamber, an
interesting tendency was revealed. There seemset@ megative correlation
between the number of Roma women entering uniyeesid the age of these
women. That is, as Roma women advance in age tieeless and less likely to
apply to university. Table 5 highlights the sigoéfnt data.

Based on this data, it was possible to formulatpe@stion for further
inquiry: Why are Roma women overrepresented in tiogal high schools? A
possible working hypothesis is that families coasithe ‘fate’ of Roma women to
depend even more on being trained in a craft thab af Roma men. A further
factor/hypothesis could be that this data mirrong tdifferences in school
performance among Roma men and women. It is alssille that Roma men need
to take up a job much earlier than Roma women dd, as a consequence, less
Roma men are able to receive a high school gramuatiploma than Roma
women. However, there is no data to confirm ortesany of these hypotheses.
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wornen

GENDER

Legend: Valid 66, Missing 24, Total 90
Graph 7. Gender * High School Type (Cross tab.)

Table 7.
Gender and high school type (Cross tabulation)
HIGH SCHOOL TYPE
o . Total
- academic highf  vocational
missing
school school
Count 13 13 30 56
é % within GENDER 23.2 23.2 53.6 100.0
§ % within HSCHTYPE 54.2 54.2 714 62.2
@
'-{':J % of Total 14.4 14.4 33.3 62.2
Z
'-(bJ Count 11 11 12 34
c % within GENDER 324 324 35.3 100.0
(O]
E % within HSCHTYPE 45.8 45.8 28.6 37.8
% of Total 12.2 12.2 13.3 37.8
Count 24 24 42 90
= % within GENDER 26.7 26.7 46.7 100.0
o
= % within HSCHTYPE | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
% of Total 26.7 26.7 46.7 100.0
40
o
20
HSCHTYPE
i Bl ising
o [acssemic high sehacl
8 a -Jocatiansi schoal
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Dropout rates and number of expelled Roma studentsComparison among
Roma, Romanian and Hungarian studentg?

This subchapter is concerned with defining the remsitof students who
decide to leave (dropout) or who are expelled fribra university versus the
numbers who successfully complete their studies tspecified point in their
academic careers. Because no university recordently exist that provide
sufficient statistical data of this type, the numsheised here are the result of
mathematical calculations of this writer. These coldtions are based on
extrapolations made after compositing/integratimgsteng, incomplete university
data on the ethnic composition of students by daerand academic year
(Freshmen, Sophomore, Junior, SePr‘?)orWhat little data that does exist is
published in the statistical reports of the uniitgri'om 1996 to 2002. For 2003
and 2004 these same statistical reports no lomgirded that data. Consequently,
numbers of students who either dropped out or veeqeelled could only be
calculated for the years 1996 through 2002. Sinueeusity statistics have no
indication as to what caused the departure ofrtissing’ students, the calculations
presented here can make no distinction betweerodt@nmd expulsion rates.

Dropout and expulsion rates were computed asvslldét was assumed
that in the regular academic process a studens starone calendar year as a
freshman, continues to the next academic yearsaplzomore, becomes a junior in
year three, and finally, in the fourth academicrygraduates as a senior. The total
numbers of Roma, Romanian, and Hungarian freshsmyhomores, juniors and
seniors were disaggregated for academic years 1996/ 1997/1998, 1998/1999,
1999/2000, 2000/2001, 2001/2002, and publishedh@ university’s statistical
reports. So, if data said that in the academic $686/1997 there were 29 Roma
freshmen, and in the academic year 1997/1998 there 29 Roma sophomores, it
was assumed that all Roma freshmen has contine@duthiversity studies. If data
said that in academic year 1996/1997 there wereR@fha freshmen and in
academic year 1997/1998 there were only 23 Romhaosogres, it was assumed
that something happened to six Roma freshmen, anduse of that they did not
continue to the next academic year.

Two questions then followed: What happened to eéhsex Roma
freshmen? and, Why are they no longer found in dtadistical record? Three
possible explanations are offered:

19 Dropout — those students who — for whatever reason — raattecision to quit university, or at
least to leave the departments where they had begmally enrolled.Expelled/Expulsion —
refers to those students who are asked to leavartiversity for failure to meet the university's
academic or behavioral standards.

2 Freshman — student in his first academic yearh8omre — student in his second academic year;
Junior — student in his third academic year; Sericstudent in his fourth (and usually last)
academic year.
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1) They had to repeat their freshman year. Sineectiedit system was
introduced at Babes-Bolyai in 1996 this is the tidi®ly explanation. Even so,
they should still be found in the statistical reboadding to number totals in the
following academic year.

2) They interrupted their studies for medical, emoit or other reasons —
for example going abroad as exchange students plhohed to continue their
studies sometime in the future. This case does diactly concern these
calculations, since even if they did not appear e, they would still add to the
totals when they returned.

3) They chose to leave (drop out) for whateveroeas were expelled by
the university administration. This is the mostelik explanation in those cases
when the tables below indicate a decrease in thiauof students over the period
of years under examination. Consequently, ‘missifdgcrease in numbers) or
‘extra’ (increase in nhumbers) students were conpudte each academic and
calendar year, as well as for each ethnic grouphéntables below a comparison
was made among the three ethnic groups.

Statistics for dropouts and expulsions could notdleulated for the senior
year because Babes-Bolyai statistics do not corttata on how many students
complete their senior year, and how many of thess fiaeir final comprehensive
exam and graduate.

The method used by this writer for computing drdpa@and expulsions has
at least three major limitations:

1) University statistics might not be completelyca@te or reliable. As
experienced during data collection for this papery much information and what
information one gets about students is largely ddpet on who is asked.
However, since the same data pool is being usetbmagpare dropout rates for
Roma, Romanian, and Hungarian students, it is redde to assume that any
anomalies in university data are evenly spreadsactioe entire population under
study.

2) In any particular academic year the number oflestts repeating the
previous year may be higher or equal to the nurobéinose who fail in that year.
In such cases this method of calculating dropoptikston rates does not provide
needed clarity, or permit finer distinctions tonade. In short, data collection by
the university was not designed with the need litg type or level of statistical
analysis in mind. A hypothetical example may halpekplain: Assume that in
1999 there are ten students in their first (fresmneeademic year and ten students
in their second (sophomore) academic year. Novhéurassume that five of those
first year students fail, and only five of them tione as sophomores, and five of
the second year (sophomore) students also faifiveocof them will repeat their
second (sophomore) year. Because of the way theensity has collected and
recorded its data, it makes it appear as if non¢heffirst year students failed
because the number of second year students reatanonstant ten.
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3) Despite vast differences in the number of Rotundents as compared to
the number of Romanian and Hungarian students,tier sake of making a
comparison between Roma and non-Roma studentsputr@md expulsion rates
were given as percentages in the tables below.ohpuate percentages, since the
total number of cases found in the data is so smatiht be questionable and
potentially misleading.

With all the above limitations built into any ansily, the choice was made to
attempt the calculations on dropout/expulsion ridefRoma students anyway. Not to
do so would have meant possibly overlooking/missimgprtant/significant trends.

The statistical analysis was processed in ExcetaBge of the unwieldy
length of the complete analysis, the tables presehere summarize the salient
findings with the computed dropout/expulsion rafes Roma, Romanian and
Hungarian students, by both calendar year and auadeear. The raw data used
for calculations can be found in the annual siatiktreports of the Babes-Bolyai
University. Table 8 shows how many freshmen did disddnot move on to their
sophomore year.

Table 8.
Dropout/expulsion rates among Roma, Romanian and Hgarian freshmen
Academic Dropout Dropout Dropout R | Dropout R | Dropout H Dropout
Year Roma (Nr) [ Roma (%) (Nr) (%) (Nr) H (%)
1996/1997 - - - - - -
1997/1998 -1 -14.28 +373 +13.24 -54 -9.8
1998/1999 -1 -7.69 +97 +2.94 -22 -3.4
1999/2000 -7 -21.21 -561 -10.70 -79 -7.9
2000/2001 0 0 -700 -12.56 -148 -11.6
2001/2002 -6 -20.68 -819 -13.48 -265 -19.01
2002/2003 - - - - - -
2003/2004 - - - - -

Legend: “+” increase, “-“ decrease in the numbestafients

Table 9 shows that how many sophomores did anaadlichove on to their junior year.

Table 9.
Dropout/expulsion rates among Roma, Romanian and thgarian sophomores

Academic Year Dropout Dropout Dropout R Dropout R | Dropout H Dropout

Roma Roma (%) (Nr) (%) (Nr) H (%)

(Nr)
1996/1997 - - - - - -
1997/1998 -1 -20 +70 +2.54 -49 -10.1
1998/1999 -1 -16.6 -74 -2.32 -41 -8.2
1999/2000 -3 -25 -63 -1.85 -53 -8.4
2000/2001 -4 -15.38 -240 -5.12 -28 -3%
2001/2002 -16 -37.2 -219 -2.64 -53 -4.7
2002/2003 - - - - - -
2003/2004 - - - - -
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Table 10 shows that how many juniors did and dichmave on to their senior year.

Table 10.
Dropout/Expulsion Rates among Roma, Romanian and Hgarian juniors

Academic Dropout Dropout Dropout R | Dropout R | Dropout H | Dropout
Year Roma Roma (%) (Nr) (%) (Nr) H (%)
(Nr)
1996/1997 - - - - - -
1997/1998 0 0 105 -4.15 -28 -6.5
1998/1999 -1 -25 89 -3.15 -75 -17.2
1999/2000 +1 +20 218 -6.9 +8 +1.7
2000/2001 0 0 332 -9.9 -81 -14.1
2001/2002 -6 -27.27 495 -11.14 -204 -23.1
2002/2003 - - - - - -
2003/2004

Legend: “+” increase, “-“ decrease in the numbestafients

Tables reveal that there are years when there deoease or a slight increase in
the number of Roma, Romanian, and Hungarian stadémthese cases it can be
assumed that A) students who had interrupted thieidies for example, medical
reasons or study abroad, reenrolled in the uniyer®8) previously expelled
students reenrolled in the department to contitne& tstudies at the same grade
level (in the case of re-enrollment, students libedr tuition waiver and have to
pay taxes in order to continue school.); C) the Ipeinof students repeating the
previous year may be higher than the number okthd® failed in that year.

From 1997 through 1999, there was a dramatic iseréathe number of
the Romanian students beginning their freshman .y&ais is most likely
attributable to the fact that these were the yedren the Ministry of Education
and Research introduced stricter rules for the tfaning of private universities
with the result that a few of these private uniitess were closed down. So that
students enrolled in these private universitiesrditlabandon their studies, public
universities worked out a point system and a feectire which allowed these
students to enroll at public universities. It iss@amed here that this, in part,
explains the increase in the number of Romaniattestis.

From the data above it is evident that the dropapulsion rate is
highest among Roma students, followed by Hungaram then Romanian
students. Based on data collected during fieldarese the preliminary hypothesis
could be formulated that there may be an even bidlgelden) difference in
dropout/expulsion rates between Roma and non-R@vhat the tables can't reveal
— because the raw data is either not specific @nougonexistent — is that for non-
Roma students, dropping out often means only tiegt &re pursuing other fields of
study at other departments of Babes-Bolyai Unitgrer at other universities/
institutions of higher learning. For the Roma, hweare any interruption of their
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studies is far more likely to result in abandoniall aspirations for higher
education. Given their lower economic status (r&tato non-Roma), even those
Roma who wish to reenroll at Babes-Bolyai Universit other institutions find
tuition costs to be a much heavier burden for thdents and their families. That
having been said, a small number of Roma do matmgeenroll. Among the 90
students presently enrolled at Babes-Bolyai Unityetisere are four reenrolled Roma.
The two major reasons behind the dropout of Romadestts, as
constructed from Roma student narratives and iery with administrative
personnel met during the data collection process]lilack of economic resources
(some students — mainly men — need to work in toesuming, often unhealthy
and difficult blue collar jobs in order to supptitemselves and their families back
home); and related to this lack of resources, 2jcational requirements are so
demanding that to have to work leaves insuffictene to devote to study.

In order to have a clearer picture of the overedidemic performance of Roma,
Romanian and Hungarian students it would be negess&now how many of the
students starting university actually graduate.dduahately, departments do not
keep records that would allow for this level oftistical analysis.

Summary of findings

An important result of this research and studythist from the very
sparse university records that exist on the Rorodesiis a database has been
created and some of the findings have been intexgfi@ntextualized. This makes
it possible for other researchers to build on thestimg data, formulate new
hypotheses, and collect further data to test thgpetheses.

A short summary of some of the important findings:

« The data shows that Roma women are overrepresienteel Roma student
population. This indicates that, contrary to gehéieves, among the
young Roma applying to Babes-Bolyai University, Romomen have
achieved at least a measure of equity in theiryiuo$ higher education.

e Contrary to widely held assumptions, if young Rowamen manage to
enter university, their life situation is actualyasier than that of young
Roma men because their families seem to have feweectations and
economic demands for them.

e If young Roma women do not enter university immealiaafter their high
school graduation, their chances of entering usityecorrelate negatively
with their age. The preliminary hypothesis was folaed that if Roma
women enter university in the same year that theadwpte, or shortly
thereafter, their families and community are sigaifitly more supportive
of their pursuit of higher education. If, on théh@t hand, Roma women
have not started university shortly after high sthgraduation, pressure
from their families, peers, communities, and sgciet them to conform to
traditional roles of (Roma) women, grows with tlesgage of time.
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Other important patterns that emerged:
e There are no Hungarian speaking Roma at the BablysiBJniversity.
« The majority of Roma students studied graduateuh frocational schools.
« Drop out/expulsion rates are higher among Romaesiiisd

Further, and likely the most important result aéthresent research is that
it strongly indicates that the affirmative actioolipy has created a previously
nonexistent opportunity for upward mobility for Ramgouth. Although there has
been much criticism of affirmative action policiasd quota systems all over the
world, statistical analysis at Babes-Bolyai Uniwgrshowed that — in this case at
least — the number of Roma enrolling in public ensities increased significantly.

In addition, both the semi-structured interviewsl ahe statistical data
have shown that young members of the Roma commuaig been successful in
academia. This, in turn, has created new role mnsoft® the children of that
community. Combining the data coming from statatianalysis and the semi-
structured interviews it became clear that brothgisders, and cousins often apply
and enroll to the same university (many times eeethe same department). This
indicates that Roma peers and family members whe ltet had already been
enrolled at Babes-Bolyai University strongly ename and/or pressure the
‘youngsters’ to follow them on this path to upwandbility.

Nevertheless, it also needs to be mentioned thanhgludocus group
interviews many of these young Roma university geaels indicated that often
they are not hired in positions that corresponthéxr education and new status. As
a reason/explanation they named discriminationrsgeiRoma in the Romanian
employment market, but without further researchs thiatement could not be
refuted or validated by present writer. Howeveth@lgh the findings of the semi-
structured interviews were not presented in detaithis study, for a balanced
reporting it also needs to be mentioned that theseviews made it clear that the
Romanian affirmative action policy is failing tolfill its larger goal, that of
redressing present and past social and economitirgs.
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ABSTRACT. A perspective on rural development. Two case studies.
In the nowadays context of socio-economical anturall transformations
and in the actual framework of the changes of niiénthat take place in
rural or urban Romanian communities, we aim atziegla comprehensive
analysis of the empirically observed reality of ta@mmunities found in
the area of influence of the city of Cluj-Napoca.

The case of the communities of Mociu and Hbreeveal the
differences between the rural area and the pegrudsea, offering, thus,
ambivalent perceptions of their development. Wttike rural community
has oriented its way of being towards the recoméiian of a traditional
type of economy - in which the first place is uspgdken by an economy
of subsistence - and towards the mentality of theas actors who do not
accept major social changes, the peri-urban contyptaces its stake on
its own urban aspirations and on the politics ealadministration which
is favorable to its development.

Thus, the community of Mociu is left with the ndgta of tradition,
whereas the community of Flstieembodies the past and present urbanization.

in contextul actual al schirahilor socio-economice, culturale, mentalitare care

au loc la nivelul comuritilor romanati, rurale sau urbane, investigarea acestora poate
aduce un spor epistemologic cefiget sociologice Tn conturarea problematicii
dezvoltirii rurale. Tn studiul de & ne propunemasrealizim o analiz comprehensiy

a realititi surprinse empirit; in care un loc aparte il va ocupa tematica déirirol
rurale prin care uramim i surprindem existea unui echilibru intre nevoia de
conservare a spalui rural, a tuturor dimensiunilor acestuig, tendinta de
«modernizare» a Mg rurale”. Discursul se va axa pe marcarea drumului padeirs
comunititi de la tradional la modern, intrucat una din principalele ctaastici ale
modernititii sociale, mai precis ritmul accelerat al dezudlpresupune ,legitimarea
mai presus de toate a schimb iar nu a stagirii sociale, ce dmane o caracteristic
majoti a noii modernitti”® de asizi. Desi se considér ci tradiia si modernitatea sunt

! Unitatile administrative Mociui Floresti au fost investigate in perioada 2003, respe2fig5-2006,
utilizdnd metode de cercetare calitative (intengamistructurat), dagi metode cantitative (date
din PUG-2004;i fisa localigtilor — 1990-2006).

2 p. |. OtimanDezvoltarea rurat in RoméniaTimisoara, Edit. Agroprint, 1997, p. 17.

SA. Roth,Modernitatesi modernizare social lasi, Edit. Polirom, 2002, p. 59.
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notiuni complementare, asupra téda dintre acestea plangazlolwi perspective
diferite. Intr-o prind perspecti¥ acestea ar descrie realitsociale opuse, ce se
circumscriu teoriilor modernigii a ciror asumpe central este & pe nisui ce o
societate se dezvajtlumea tradionak este erodétde fota institdiilor, atitudinilor si
valorilor moderne. Cea de-a doua persp&ctsusine c tradtia si modernitatea
definesc realitti ce coexist Tntr-o societate dat|[...] Cerceiri realizate incepand cu
anii '70 au aftat @& instituiile/structura modernitii au produs mai degrab
reconfigurarea tragionalitatii decat disoltia sa*. Demersul nostru sociologic asupra
unitatilor sociale alese plasealgia tradtional-modern in a doua perspettiin care
tradiionalitatea se reconfiguregin fungie de contextul local.

Premisa de la care se pleaste aceeaadlssi, ,orasul este prin exceleh
un spau al moderniiti sub toate aspectele acesteia (infrastructustitimii,
practici socialesi stiluri de viga, valori), iar satul repreziatun model arhetipal al
tradiionalititii” >, distana fizici dintre ora si anumite comuniti rurale,
influenteaz transferul fungonal al elementelor moderaiti dinspre urban spre
rural/periurban, fapt ce contribuie la dezvoltastegnarea spalui rural.

Au fost abordate daucomunititi, Mociu si Floresti, aflate sub aria de
influenta a municipiului Cluj-Napoca ce exertiasemeni altor mari oga aletarii
,0 puternic influenta zonak”®. Relaia dintre comuna Mociusi centrul
administrativ al judeilui Cluj este una disfutionak datori& poztionarii
geografice nefavorabile, la 40 kmtFade municipiul Cluj-Napoca, iar in comuna
Floresti aflata la doar 5 km de acajliacentru urban exi§to dezvoltare funtnak
datoriti proximitatii urbane. Comuna Mociu, aftafin partea de SE a jugdui
Cluj, se invecinedizspre nord cu teritoriul comunelor GeagdPalatca, la est cu
hotarul comunei @maras, la sud se afl comunele &masu si Frata, iar spre vest
comunele Suatsi Ciianu. Tn componega comunei inét un nunir de noud sate:
Mociu — centru de coman Boteni, Che&u, Criseni, Falca, Ghigu-Roman,
Rosieni, Turmai si Zorenii de Vale. Teritoriul comunei esteafitut pe o distaga
de 13 km de DN16. Situain partea vestica municipiului Cluj-Napoca, comuna
Floresti are urmitorii vecini: la nord comuna Baciu, la vest comus#iu, iar la
sud comunele ®adislasi Ciurila. Tn structura administrativa comunei Florgi se
regisesc satele Flog - centru, Luna de Susi Tauti. Tranzitarea localitii
Floresti, pe o distath de 8,3 km, se realizeaprin intermediul DN 1.

In viziunea IluiB. Zani analiza comuriilor reprezini un proces in cadrul
caruia membrii acestora ,devin cgirenti de propriile condii, nevoisi limite, precumsi
de resursele de care dispﬁné’i fiind Tn miisui i confere un anume sens datelor care fi

4 D. Chiribugi, Tranziia postcomunistsi reconstrugia modernitizii in Romania Cluj-Napoca, Edit.
Dacia, Eikon, 2004, p. 67.

® Ibidem p. 95.

® Tr. Rotariu, V. S. DincuFungiile municipiului Cluj-Napoca in teritoriuin Studia Universitatis
Babe-Bolyai, seria Sociologia, an XL-XLI, nr. 1995-1998,4.

7 B. Zani, A. Palmonari (coord.Manual de psihologia comupiiii, lasi, Edit. Polirom, 2003, p. 85.
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definesc casi comunitate.in prim plan contutm un profil demografié al unittilor
administrative investigate, prin care se va evidesiructurasi dinamica populgei, cu
ajutorul datelor din fele localisitilor (1990-2006), ce deterndrmodificarea in timp a
nevoilor membrilor comuritii legate de habitat, servicii publigdocuri de muna.
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Figura 1. Dinamica populgei stabile Tn comunele Mocki Floresti (1990-2006).

Profilul demografic al comunei Mociu descrie o plagie ,incremenii”
para Tn timp, datorii dinamicii insesizabil de left coraborat cu lipsa unei
generdi de schimbsi a sporului migratoriu negativ.
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Figura 2. Dinamica sporului natural, perioada 1990-2006.
(A= Mociu, B= Florsati).

La polul opus, comunitatea flgteard se afi de un timp n plin proces de
dezvoltaresi urbanizare acceletgt fapt anumat de crgterea anual constarit a
populaiei, de sporul natural pozitiv inregistrat dui®99si de sporul migratoriu pozitiv,
toate acestea sugerand dinamica aetipopulgei, excegie face anul doar anul 1990
cand se deschid pie marilor orge, si 0 buri parte a poputei se stabilge in

8 Ibidem p. 86.
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urban.Nunarul mare a emigraitor Tn stiinatate a contribuit la cséerea spectaculoaa
abonamentelor la telefonia %iXin ambele comuraii, iar prin intermediul acesteia
distanelé dintre ,aici’ si ,acolo” nu se mai percep.
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Figura 3. Migratie si imigratie, perioada 1990-2006.
(A= Mociu, B= Florsati).

in cadrul comunitilor noastre ,mediul construit de om” are o importa
aparte pentruacacesta este cel care restructuigaiziile dintre vecini, noii verti
si bastinasi si in acelai timp traseaz strategiile de dezvoltare ale comunei.

Mociu resimte o determinare negatasupra dezvditii imobiliare, a sectorului
rezidenial, datoriti distanei mari dintre metropal(Cluj-Napoca)i comunitatea local
(Mociu), precumsi migraiei in Occident a unor potgali dezvoltatori locali.

Tabelul nr.1Echiparea teritoriului comunei Mociu cu loctérdin fonduri private

Anul 1990 | 1995 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006
Locuinte | 1398 1329| 1373| 1455 1464 1467 14p9 1470 1473
Suprafaa - 38837| 40428 43338 43583 43886 43968 44p08 44095
locuibila-

mp

(Sursa: INS Cluj-NapocaFisa localitiyii)

Tabelul nr.2Echiparea teritoriului comunei Flatecu locuirte din fonduri private

Anul 1990 | 1995 | 2000 | 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 ||
Locuinte | 1811| 1921 2309 2467 2478 2492 2514 2577 2011
Suprafza - 70370 87539 106517 107998 109999 112229 120050496
locuibila-

mp

(Sursa: INS Cluj-NapocaFisa localitzarii)

® Vezi Fl. Stvirache,Configuraii mentalitare Tn doti comunitizi din Campia Transilvanieiin M.
Pascaru (coord.)Catalyse. Cunagdere, participaresi dezvoltare in spaul comunitar Cluj-
Napoca, Edit. Argonaut, 2005, p. 199-200.
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Fondul locativ privat florggean a cunoscut in intervalul 1990-2006 o
crestere anudl constant, iar incepand cu anul 2006 Tnregistrun ade@rat boom
al pigei rezidemiale prin demararea proiectului de constiei@ unui important
centru comercial pe teritoriul comunei. Boom-ul @®06 al sectorului imobiliar se
rasfrange in 2007 asupra popigastabile din unitatea administratiinvestigad,
datorit finalizarii locuintelor individuale sau colective incepute cu 1-2ianirms.

Analiza structurii forei de mung a comunei Mociu ne dezvie o comunitate
total inacti, intrucéat fota de mung se regseste cu pregdere angajatin sectorul
servicii, urmat de sectorul agricol, iar pondemetarului industrial putem considera c
este aproximativ zero. Comuna Fiktreflata in plin proces de dezvoltare are foarte
bine reprezentat sectorul industrial, Tn specisbrita nunirului mare a celor angaja
in construgi, Tn plan secund se aflsectorul servicigi apoi lucktorii agricoli. Atat
mocenii, cagi florestenii sunt cresttori de animale, in special bovigesuinesi mai
puin de ovinesi pasiri — categorii ce au cunoscugderi importante.

Problemele care ne interesgadin punct de vedere sociologig a
configusrii dezvoltrilor specifice Tn cele daucomunititi sunt agricultura, lipsa
pietei de desfacere aferémgroduselor agricolg animaliere, implicaile fenomenului
migrator asupra actorilor sociagi a gospodriei acestora, transfordrile pigei
funciaresi dezvoltarea unor funic in cadrul comunttilor, discreparele dintre
habitatsi praxis-ul urban, identificarea traminalitatii si modernittii, precumsi
felul in care, cel pin in Florati, modernizarea a generat noi tipuri de comportgme
(individualismsi tolerara).

Agricultura care se practidn Mociu este percepude actorii sociali ca
avand mai multe ielesurisi conotaii: de subzisteta, de ,samhta”, de ,rwine”,
de defisare prin prasirea terenurilor agricole, dezinteregifde utilizarea eficiefit
a terenului agricol. Floggenii aflai sub influena puternié@ a centrului urban sead
nevoti sa Tsi restrang activitatile agricolesi sa accepte pe teritoriul lor desftirarea de
activitati alternative, concretizate in apgaiunor firme de profiluri diferite.

Redobandirea proprigti sau punerea in posesie in Roméania,adlgB9, a
insemnat Tn fapt stagnarea economiei agrarehiar un declin al acesteia, fapt
observatsi in comunititile investigate, astfel, cel care se otuju practicarea
agriculturii ,acelai om, are teren poate in 5-6-10 parcglel in loc & lucreze
incontinuu la aceen tarla intr-o zi, mult timp 1 pierde cu deplasatu
atunci...productivitatea scade foarte mult” (L.T.a Mociu se poate vorbi de o
agricultuéi de subzistei pentru @ aici din cauza lipsei mijloacelor materiale se
cultiva unele soiuri de plante care nu suga @e productive, comprordndu-se
viitoarele culturi agricolesi chiar se adapteasuprafeele cultivate ,cat considar
ca 1i necesar pentru ei” (L.T.), la capitalul material al firei gospodrii.
Consecia o reprezirit distrugerea unei verigi a agriculturii eficienieanume
baza de receie intrucat ,produdtorii particulari depozitedzfie mult, fie pdin la ei in
gospodrie, nu predau nici atar un kg in baza de recep) (H.M.), compromiandu-
se astfel calitatea sermtor, datorid condtiilor improprii de depozitare in gospari
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a produgei agricole.Si Tn Floresti intalnim percepi similare despre evolia
agriculturii, aceasta este considgrda ora actua ca cea mai dezorganizaii mai
neeconomig forma care a existat vreodét (C.E.D.). Din picate, in prezent
asisim la o reactivare a vechii mentafit taranesti, Tn care accentul cade cu
precadere pe proprietatea asuprar@ntului, ce se substitue ,ideii tréidnale de
avere™® a omului rural din trecui nu pe exploatarea eficigna acestuia. Asri,
termenii prasire si ineficienda descriu intr-un tablou sumbru ruralitatea
traditionak, ea avand un mod aparte de a se raportarf@m ,mulé lume a
parasit pamantul, deci nu mai au putere econainile a-l lucrasi a okiine recolte
asa cum ar fi trebuit” (P.M.), ,agricultdrdezordonditin majoritatea cazurilor [...],
sunt in@ suprafee mari nelucrate{H.M.), sau vorbim de ,,0 agricultaipe terenuri
mici [...], far@mitatesi asta nu va da randament niciadgs.L.).

Sociologul G. Em. Marica remardaptul &, taranul &i investea t@ banii
in achiziionarea de teren, ,de aceea, proprietatea mai rdarenai neproductiy
era mai valorodisdecat cea micsi productiva. Asa se explig si faptul c se vede
adesea laara para astizi pamant nelucrat [...]JTaranul muncgte numai atat din
ogorul gu, cat 1i trebuie pentru acoperirea nevoilor, nuireste & ctige sau 8
faci o afacere rentatildin agricultus”'’. Afirmatia de mai susamane valabi
chiar si astizi pentru comunittile investigate de atre noi. Astfel, Tn Florgi
.rebuie Tna@ tinut de @mant [...] 1l lucam &a cum putem, ba pe bani, ba in
arend [...] «il tinem ca & nu-l papadim», cum se spuné siu-l vindem...dag ne
trebuie avem din ce face bani” (A.V.), iar in MogGi& recunagie & pamantul ,nu
l-am lasat Tn f@rasire, 1l lucém, dar tot salarul nostru merge pe ke agricole,
avem un pic mai mult decat gicem @ ne-am permite” (P.M.), pentruigl-a
fiecare i-a trebuit mantul lui «@-mi trebuie mie pmantu meu»Si acuma o luat
pamantu luisi nu-i In stare de elad lucre,unu ai-i batran, doi ¢ n-are utilajesi
trei ca asa-i situgia” (H.M.). Chiarsi inginerii agronomi condaninmodul de
sfartecare a terenului agricol, sub conapdlitica, asemeni pieselor unui puzzel,
fara ca actorii sociali &ia Tn calcul ziua de maine, girau facut un scop din
recuperarea proprigti fara a deine mijloacele necesare pentru dgsfarea unei
agriculturi eficiente. ,Retrocedareairpantului fatilor membrii cooperatori, nu
este un cdig pentru agricultur. A fost, ing, un c&tig politic, pentru cei aflg la
putere, pentruzau mizat pe siml de proprietate atranului, care a muncifi a
trait apisat de gandulacstatul comunist i-a luatamantul si ca — in noile condii
politice — e «musai»dl recupereze ifi a cogtientiza ce implicéi are acest fapt®.

O altd conotaie a agriculturii dat de ctre membrii comunitilor face
referire la ziua &tamanii in care proprietatea agrig@ste lucrat de Gtre acatia.

10 George Em. MaricaSatul ca structur psihiez si sociaki. Curs de Sociologie rurd) ed. a 2-a,
Cluj-Napoca, Edit. Argonaut, 2004, p. 153.

1 lbidem p. 149.

121, Ciorca,Cum ne integfim? Dialog cu Traian Chluca, in ,Duminica”, 2006, f.n., p. 2.
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Astfel, daé cei din Mociu degfsoara o agriculturg de sambta, florestenii practia
agricultura dugi terminarea programulukilnic de mung oficial. ,Urbanii” de azi
revin Tn Mociu pe sfait de giptamara ca $-si lucreze terenurile, iar pentru ei
acest fapt este o datorie nestrjgin foarte muti sa-si ajute grintii, sau chiar au
ramas ei metenitori. Au primit @mantul grintilor lor si vin la sfasitul
saptamanii. Chiar la Tnceput noi spuneagricultura de sdmbta. Cand ploua se
facea agricultuit de sambta [...] pentru & ei nu puteau &si desfisoare
activitatea” (P.M.). Rurbanii din Flogg Tsi aloca timp pentru muncile agricole Tn
general dup ce termiid ziua de mung oficiala, Intrucét ei au ,caspe @mant” i
fiind de ai locului sunt obligah moral fga de ,vechea comunitateasi lucreze
terenul. Comunitatea este cea care atribuie cedoitivdin afara ei, & lucreze
pamantul sau & devira rezideni Tn localitate, etichete sociale, ,caduci” sau
LVinituri”, care urmaresc 4 pura in eviderd lipsa unor caliiti a noilor venii, cum
ar fi seriozitateai stabilitatea.

Agricultura de ryine reprezini o nuamare a sensului care-i revine
agriculturii de subziste# si este descris de intervieva astfel: ,cum putensi
numa cu soltii de compromis. Deci nu facem o agricufiumoderr [...] o facem
ntAmphtoare mai multSi foarte muli lume lucreak pamantu numai caasiasi
din rwine, $ nu @mara terenu nelucrat [...Jagricultura de ryine facem...] io
imi lucrez @mantu numa caasnu fiu aéitat cu degetuasant un lengsi mi-am
lisat ogoru nelucrat” (S.S.P.). Marea majoritate krcdin Mociu practid o
agricultug de subzisteti, din care se poateitr dar nu se poate giga.

In Mociu, activitatea econoniiceste privid cu dezintereshiarsi de ditre
cei care inainte vreme luau teren n adepim zis ci pe baniidgia mai bine Tmi
cumgpir faina alba si facem paine in cuptor aiceatkd” (A.A.), astizi mai mult ca
oricand se Tncurajeazonsumulsi nu produdia. O situgie identi@ intalnimsi Tn
Floresti ,Nu mai iau teren &l lucru pentru & mie nu-mi convine &mi dea un
sfert din recol, ci nu se merit, da@ socotsti ci trebuie & sapi de 3 ori, ste
duci la plivit, la toate, mai bine cumperi, nu nig@buie & te duci la sap.. Imi
ajunge céat lucrez aici [la servicigiima duc aca® «ce 4 ma mai duc la sagd» Nu
s-0 meritat, nu era rentabll mu pimant” (A.A.).

O now percegie ce diferefiazi si mentalitar cele daucomunitti vizeaz
munca gmantului, astfel dacin Mociu se face o agriculturde ruine”, in Florati la
momentul actual persoanele careiifyc lucreaz terenurile eficient sunt corijimite,
pentru & acum bani se fac din vanzarea terenusiloru prin cultivarea acestora, fapt
care se intampltot mai rar adzi. O posibi soluie pentru agricultura din Mociu ar fi
infiintarea unei asodig dar bitrénii resping aceastdee ,Nu & simte tare nevoia unei
asocidi aci. S-ar putea, dagre generga asta ajungemapmarginea gipastiei [...] cred
ca vor trebui ficute asoci. In 4-5 ani, ind atata mai merge, fenai putem noi ngca”
(S.S.P.). Nu existmai mult interes f& de agricultut nici din partea tinerilor din Floge
pentru @& acum ,nu le mai trebuie nimic numa servici, ntrébuie agriculturai nici la
animale, nu prea.al batranii matin care tiiesc, tinerii nu bagi tare @ lucru” (O.L.).
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Cauzele care au contribuit la declinul agricultimiiMociu sunt Tmbtranirea
populaiei si sciderea puterii economice a gosfditbr. Si in Floresti agricultura §i va
diminua importata Tn cadrul economiei comunei datbritvaziei clujenilorsi a
existenei unei presiuni politice asupra terenurilor, Tre@al a @sunilor comunale.
~Cetatenilor din Florati le-am spus «voi nu mai av@osibilitate & iesiti sa muncti la
camp, voi trebuieasstai acag»” (1.B.) pentru a crge animale & furaje ,are pig, dar
lui nu-i convine 8 mearg [sa-si lucreze terenul s.n.iel &i cheltuie pensiaagsmearg
si nu culege atata cat cheltuie, dar vin de la Jaania care vand aproape gratis, vin de
la Mociu [cu fan de véanzare]” (1.B.). Valorificargaodugiei catsi aprovizionarea
gospodriei mocene se face pe fa@asau de la targul local, dar pentru ei este mai
rentabil 4-si valorifice produga agricoi prin propriile animale. Floggenii
aprovizioneaz piaa locah a urbanului, ei fiind buni negustori atat inaidéerevoltie,
cat si dupi acesta. Dar, Tn acslatimp au preluat praxis-ul urban, devenigd
consumatori ai marilor lanri de magazine locale.

Modernizarea leif urmafi de un declin al comudiii din Mociu sunt
rezultatul dispatiei unor institgii, cum ar fi perceptoria rurgl bancile comerciale,
modificarea dimensiunilor instiilor existente, de exemplu fostul spitalul este&as
centru medico-sociali dispune de 35 de paturitiade 110 cate erau in 1971. Alte
institutii sau servicii care leagim aici sunt pgia, farmaciasi servicii de telefonie
digitalda. Si Tnvatamantul Tinregistredz un anume regres prin dispai scolii
profesionale agricolg ramanerii liceul doar cu cateva clase. Adminigiréocak din
Mociu speit intr-o modernizare mai accelera comunei, datogtfaptului & a fost o
buri perioad de timp centru de plassi existé aprobare din partea adminisiea
centrale pentru introducerea gazului metan gaz,usp@az adugiunea apei in sistem
centralizat pentru toate localite din zona, ,§ schimta imediat, cand in&r apa mai
mult decat gazu” (S.S.P.). Mocenii se autopercepnedurali, di lataa” (S.S.P.), dar
in acelai timp le este greu saagtreze tradile pentru &: ,vine tivalugu
modernismului peste noi” (S.S.P.) obiectele casaictost inlocuite cu cele cuirpte
din comet. Tradiionalitatea mocenilor se maigireaz prin dansurisi practicarea
obiceiurilor de Ciciun. Realitatea Th Mociu se poate concluzionahstfiata merge
Thainte si tot ce-i vechi dispare” (S.S.P.).

Cele dod comunititi se confrunt cu fenomenul migtgei, iar exodul
tinerilor reprezint o schimbare socialcu implicaii la nivel comunitar. Dat in
Mociu existi o structui demografid nefavorabii dezvoltrii sale, in Florgti
ritmul alert al modernirii a determinat anumite modifid ale comportamentului
celor in varst prin acceptarea vad terenurilor ,cum pi&@, cum il dau. Mi-e greu
si-l lucru” (.O.D.).

Bunistarea material este adus fie de munca in stmnatate, care este
privita ca un fapt normal, fie de munca asidiesfisurat in propria gospditie:
,S4 mearg s lucraze, dag le trabe bani [...] 8 mearg sa alerge dup bani” (S.S.P.),
iar cei care au revenit agasunt percepu de comunitate altfel: ,5 obserd
imediat @ astia. Cum vin, par&-s cpaciti putin, 2 obsery si de cate ori merge la
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pravalie, trece drumu dupbunuri, cum 1i imbfcat, cums-o vopsét casa” (S.S.P.).
Banii daé-i ai te fac § te simi bine oriunde ,pentru mine Spania, Italia, Turtia
aicea. lo lucrezi pamant, amsi 0 mica ferma, amsi tractor, amsi servici, amsi
copii, pentru mine Spania ii aicea, dar lucrez meirteaa si pari searasi pot
zic non-stop. Datnu ai bani in ziua de agi fie orice domeniu gi legat de maini
si de picioare”(H.M.). Si in Floresti unii membrii ai comunittii care lucreaz inci
in agricultua merg pe profit ,M-am ganditasam tot timpul cel ptin 3-4
microsectoare de activitate: produc lapte, cargurhesi in limita posibiliéitilor
facsi prestiri de servicii” (C.E.D.). Cei care nu se des@wspre exemplu in Mociu
sunt éraci pentru & ,nu au teren ,n-are nimica, dagisputurgsi asemenea oameni.
Daai esti harnic mergisi lucri la pamantsi-ti faci porumb, fi faci floare de soare,
ai ulei, ti iei un porc, @ musai & faci astea lucruri dacessti la tara” (A.A.).

La nivelul comuniitii mocene identifiém funaia agricok ca dominari,
intrucat in ansamblu ,majoritatea locuitorilor seup de agricultui si cu
zootehnia”(H.M.), pe cand cei din Flogg urmiresc dezvoltarea agroindustsial
accentuandi functiile rezideniala si economid ,in primul rand ii de locuiti in al
doilea rand 1i de afaceri” (S.C.). Flgtenii care se ocupcu cragterea animalelor
nu le poate poate fi contestat ,dreptul lui de goaméntean de al nostru” (V.l.) in
favoarea acelora care voi sonstruiast aici si care sunt deja toleréin De pe
paginile de internet ale comuneloraaflci administrgia locak din Mociu mizeaZ pe
functia agricoli, pe cand cea din Flofte se orienteax spre activiiti alternative,
altele decit agricultursi cu preédere pe dezvoltarea fuie de cazare. In aceste
condiii, functia agricol va intra in declin. Mocenii sunt cgrenti ca nu se pot
dezvolta decit cu ajutorul agriculturii, datardistanei si influentei destul de slabe
a urbanului asupra comuiti. Tn Floresti existi o dezvoltare accelegatchiar
haotica am putea suisie noi atata vreme cat administealocak di autorizaii de
construgie pe band rulant, aproape la oricine, excgp face industria poluait
care nu este acceptgte teritoriul comunei. Fumie agricof a Floratiului se afh
in decédere. Ca urmare a invaziei masive a clujenilotybresrenurilor a crescut
foarte mult, iar proprietarii prin vanzarea lor s@reste terenuri de pe f@a
agricok, contribuind Tn acest mod la conturarea figigezideniale a comunittii.
Acest dezvoltare imobiliar ne aduce in até@e si disfungionalititile ce apar in
cadrul comunittii noastre: agricultdr pe enclave in prezent, urmand ca in perioada
urmatoare trenurile agricoleasnu mai fie accesibile pentru cei care yopot s
lucreze eficient terenul agricol, datdneconfigudrilor teritorialesi a noii infrastructuri
ce nu i-a luat in calcul pe proditicrii agricoli.

Lipsa modernizrii la nivelul infrastructurii impiedi& vanzarea terenurilor
in Mociu ,De cumgfrat nu are cine-l cunapa, chiar da& a afrut Lg. 54/1997 cu
privire la circulaia libera a terenului, prea pme cazuri am avut panacuma de
solicitari de cumgrare de teren, de oferte de vanzare sau de @angpde teren in
extravilanul localitilor. Problema e & cele mai multe terenuri nelucrate sunt la
periferia comunei & spun aa. Distatele de la centru de comursunt mari,
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drumurile impracticabile pe timp de ploi, oricat méci ar fi ele,si nu ris&a nimeni
sa cumpere” (S.L.). Dorita mocenilor ar fi ca valoarea terenurilar geaség. O
piedici in calea celor care voa sonstruiasg in Mociu o constituie distaa de la
care trebuie aduse materialele de congtudi foarte greu § construigti un
adipost, o casrespectiv in zof) incepand de la balast, piatnu mai vorbesc de
materialul lemnos, a&tamida, toate trebuie aduse din altérgp de la distate mari,
ori transportul este extraordinar de costisitor’L(p

La polul opus funga rezidemiala a Floratiului se dezvol datori&
proximitatii orasului, acest fapt i-a atras pe oamehisg stabileagcaici pentru &
,NuU-i asa de aglometée casi-n orsg, si asta-i un avantaj, ii ceva mai ktit, bine
asa mai la margine, nu chiar ksea” (P.P.) O consetina dezvolirii functiei
rezideniale o constituie enclavizarea comdfiitfapt ce determia o disoluie la
nivelul spiritului comunitar, intrucat pentru noieniti Florestiul inseama doar
rezidena : ,Nu are nici o legtura cu viga mea sociél Nu reprezint absolut
nimic, doar un drum care anduce spre cas Florsstiul ca si localitate nu
intereseax, doar zona n care locuiesc,... Pentru mine Klioiten-o si fie niciodat
mai mult decat o comidnde la marginea Clujului” sau doar ,localitatea ecar
urmeaz dup Cluj” (G.D.). Gestionarea timpului individual esiefluenati
nemijlocit de habitat, pentru unii actori socialofestiul reprezing doar locul de
rezidena, viata lor social desfisurandu-se in altparte ,Aici doar vin, dornyi
plec” (G.D.). Se contureazastfel, viitoarea funtee de cazare a Floggului ce
reprezini o ,comunitate rural-urbane de tip dormitSr”

in general florgtenii investesc capitalul material Tn constiiusoi, magini
sau afaceri modeste, pe care gnie-au deschis cu bani agduin sti@inatate sau
imprumutai de la bang& ,ca o stiut sigur & le merge, & nu mai este sa ceva’
(P.P.). In relgile cu vecinii dezvoltarea creegaznvidie, un prim semn al
individualismului ,pursi simplu o fost persoane cu care m-aneles binesi am
vorbit Tn fiecare zsi ma rog,si de cand am deschis afacerea nici nu mai vingipur
simplu “de ce cflig mai mult ca ea?” (P.P.) Vanzarea terenuriloFloresti a dus
la modificarea buistirii personale: ,cine are bani se vede cat de #admul care
are bani origi reface casa, orsii cumpira dad o avut Dacie, acum rgi-mai ia
Dacie §i cumpara o0 maina str@ina mai bura, ...ori isi cumpara alte asi” (K.D.).
Existi si 0 rulare a capitalului material pentrutmierea de noi venituri ,De céte ori
am avut un ban adunat, fi& eni-am dezvoltat septelul, fie mi-am cuingt
terenurisi am dezvoltat acedstfacere in paralel cu serviciul” (C.E.D.). Ceiecar
detin teren pot & transforme oricand in capital material ,de fapgjoritatea
florestenilor au terenuri pe care diage affi Intr-un impas financiar vand un tergn
imediat regesc 4 ajung: la o stare materialbura” (A.D.M.). Acesti bani ohinuti
fara prea mare efort deite floresteni sesi duc la fel de gor in investii ce
vizeaz Tmburitatirea nivelului de trai: ,in amenajarea loctglor, §i pun geamuri,

131, Mihailescu,Sociologie generdl Iasi, Edit. Polirom, 2003, p. 278.
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usi din termopan,si cumpira aparatui casni@, isi schimki acopergul de la cas,
isi fac anexe, si cumpira maina” (A.D.M.). Banii se investesc n confortul
individual ,in probleme de rezolvat casa: acopedas noui, la copil cas,
instalgie de Tnalzire centrai, mobik” (.O.D.).

In momentul Tn care se autoidentifi@ctorii sociali din Florgi se percep intr-
0 dubk ipostaZ. Ei se considérin acelai timp si rurali si urbani, comunicand o
ambivalem a modului lor de a fi: ,aicea la Flgteeste greu de spus, suntem un fel de
urbani-rurali si rurali-urbani ceva de genuista” (A.D.M.). In cadrul comunitii
Floresti coexist atat elemente ale unui mod det¥igpecific ruralului casi urbanului
~Sunt care au @ute, cai, @gmant, unii lucreaz la patron & sunt foarte multe firme
deschise in Flosé, unii in org” (A.A.). Apar discrepate intre habitagi praxis, astfel
se apreciaz locuinta din periurban, pentruacspaiul individual confed satisfadi
Jocuinta Tmi ofed un confort, deci In momentul in care intru aici simt bine”
(G.D.). Prin migrarea din urban in Flgliese inceart pastrarea standardului de tia
astfel blocul este Tnlocuit cu un altul, ,consid&istau la blogi 7i ok”, iar faptul G tot
mai muti urbani se mut aici ,acuma todt lumea trage spre Flgte am \izut foarte
multe vile ficute aici”, 1i Tnéireste convingerea respondentului (C.T2) & facut o
alegere buisi 1l ajuta si trea@ peste mirosurile care apar uneori vara, de ladierae
pui. Se impott comportamente tipic urbane in Figrén ceea ce priwte consumul de
alimentesi educaia, copii vor merge lgcoahk in org. Autoidentificare in funge de
locul de originesi profesie ,nu M simt ca fiind de aicea din Flgte inclin mai mult
Tnspre urban pentrdidmi petrec foarte mult timp Tn arai atunci esi normal 4 trag
inspre urban” (C.T.). In ceea ce psite autoidentificarea dé@pocupaii si profesii
exist 0 ambivaleti Tn cazul acelogaactori sociali: ,dectaran, am o vacsi pamantul
pe care-l mai lué@m, deci junitate Ts muncitor (s-gcolit la org pentru meserieji
jumatate isaran” (.O.D.).

In ciuda nunarului mare de nou vetiiin Floresti ,autohtonii intenioneaz
si tina la terenurile lor, la tradile lor [...] In Floresti, cu toate & este foarte
aproape de Cluj-Napoca, exi$hci 0 mentalitate rurdlsi oamenii se ajatintre ei,
dar cu toate acestea ei trebuiese adapteze la schifiile care vin din afara
comunititii locale, cum sunt noii vetiicare $i vor aducesi ei un aport la schindile
care vor survensi in mentalul colectiv al celor Hiarssti” (A.D.M.). Conditiile de
locuit actuale ii fac pe floggeni s se considere urbani ,nivelul de trai o fost cum o
fost, dar acuma i ridicat la nivelul grdui pot % zic, avem toate conglle
ncalzire centrad la majoritatea, ap cureni, gaz metan, lumii(.0.D.). Dssi
Florestiul este apreciat din punct de vedere al noiitestarbane, atunci cand e
vorba de eduge copiilor localitatea nu mai este apregjaapar diferete intre
habitus “nu-i it una oraul cu mirginimea”si praxis-ul rural ,eu i gandesc &
am amas it aceea” (K.D.). Se imparipraxisul urban in consumul individual,, din
oras Tmi fac cumpraturile si imi aduc totul din org( G.D.), sau ,mergem in oga
odaf pe éptaimari si facem cumpraturile mai mari pe oaptamara pentru toat
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familia din Kaufland, Billa, Cora, Th general denfeagazinele astea mai mari, dar n
rest @a paine, alimente satiu io ce de aici din Flogi ne aprovizioim” (K.D.).

Ar putea deveni urbasi cu numele sub presiunea politicului, dar cu toate
acestea ei nu au o gandire de perspgatigsi accepl acesi realitate: expansiunea
urbanului ,,Clujul n-are undeasse extind” (O.D.) ei sunt de accord cu acesta atata
timp cat nu le este amemti autoritatea in luarea deciziilor pentré goi
florestenii am preferaasnu fim Tnghiiti in hotarele municipiului Cluj-Napoca, in
sensul de a deveni un cartier al municipiului Qliajpoca, pentruacam regresa din
punct de vedere material” (A.D.M.).

Ca actori sociali, Tricrurali, dar cu aspita urbane au un comportament
intre individualismsi tolerana ,suntem tolerat si ne Timprietenim unul cu altu”
(S.C.), sau,sunt familii care or vinit din Cluj, chiar deasapgi sub mine stau,
«buri-ziua, bui-ziua», atata [...] trei familii sunt care or vingy vandut in Cluj,
or luat n Florgti. Cu dia nu ne Trelegem, adi nu avem nici o retée n afaé de
«buri-ziua, bumd-ziua»” (A.A.). Distanele sociale care apar vin din partea
~clujenilor” stabiliti in Floresti. Acestia ,cum vin din Cluj sain asa mai domnigi
apai nu poate omul &vorbeasg, ca poate nici nu le convine, &@oateastia is
tarani» sau «@i in pace &-s de latara», is mai reci” (A.A.).

Diversele aspecte analizate, din cateva date atwtif dar mai ales din
interviurile — de aici perspectiva calitativiist realizate in cele déwomunitti, in
2005si 2006 impun urritoarele concluzii: dup1990, comunitatea din Mockira
orientat modul de a exista prin reconfigurarea tomene tradfionale de economie,
in prim plan fiind economia de subzistgnsi meninerea unei mentaliti a
actorilor sociali care nu accépchimlari sociale majore. Sotile de compromis,
inaccesibilitatea tehnicii moderng anumite tipuri de dependen (economice,
financiare, timp acordat agriculturii) conturégaraxis-ul abordat de moceni. In
Floresti se mizea pe aspiréi urbanesi pe politica administrgi locale favorabil
urbanizrii si modernizrii. Prima comunitate aimas cu nostalgia trai, iar cea
de a doua reprezinhintruchiparea urbanizi active. Cei din Florgti au avantaje
datorate proximittii cu oragul, astfel ,serviciul le-a fost mai aproape, tameie
din zori mai scumpesi din punct de vedere financiar oamenii sunt implinai
bogai si, si-au trimis cu wgurinta copii la scoli, mai mult decat poate cei din
localitati mai Tndegrtate” (A.D.M.).

in esemi, avem relevate dauipuri de manifestare comunitarambele cu
propriile funaionalitati raportate la urbanizage dezvoltare, dasi la tradiii in care
rolul actorilor sociali este minim, reperul prinaldiind distana geografig dintre
urban si rural, comunitatea Flogg configurand un spa periurban, iar
comunitatea Mociu, un rural fgrofund.
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RESUME. Devenir pauvre et la naissance du nouveauapvre urbain en
Roumanie. Aprés 1989 la structure économique a changé rafieait. Il a
apparu un stratum nouveau et trés visible di adindéle quelques secteurs
économiques: les ‘losers’ urbains de transitionndtstrie miniére et I'industrie
lourde ont représenté les entreprises les plusigraiiques en Roumanie. C'est
pour ¢a que les ouvriers de ces deux industrieséseptent un pourcentage
considérable parmi ‘le nouveau pauvre urbain’. ficée présent est une image
sociologique du contexte social et des stratégiesudvivre vues avec les yeux du
nouveau pauvre urbain. Ces stratégies de survammstracées et modelées. Les
stratégies présentées — expériences de travailadsép réseaux sociales, réles,
ressources d’information et symboliques et posskilstructurales — peuvent étre
de bons outils analytiques pour décrire et compeetel mécanisme des actions
individuelles et celui des décisions concernanc@séquences des transformations
sociales radicales.

Introduction

Since December 198¢he social context in Romania has radically chdnge
and unanticipated problems suddenly appeared. fiikial istage of the political
transition can be characterized as problematig, @sult of the emerging adverse
conflicts of interest. The structural transformatiaf the economy led to inflation,
economic recession, and unemployment. The real svdgestically fell and the
living standards rapidly deteriorated, the purahggower fell — poverty steadily
grew? Macro-economical processes (privatization of ttetesowned firms, their
reorganization, division, and the emergence of aiditipn conditions) were

1 We use December 1989 as a reference point ownventional reasons — literature and public opinion
both consider this date the turning point. But thisfore 1989 — after 1989” divide can be mislegdin
for many reasons. The processes discussed intddig she emergence of competition conditions and
risk society — marked by liberalization of pricpsyvatization, development of market relationstapsl
by the increasing importance of unemployment —tlidetessarily start at this time.
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unfavorable for many: there ar$ers of the transition periédn the Romanian
society (see: Ferge, 1996; Emigh—Szelényi, 200he Vagueness of economic
policies and the slowness of the structural tramsétion (at least until 1997)
contributed to the polarization of the populatiénconsiderable number of social
groups have been excluded, and became deprivech@)dl999; Szelényi et al.,
2001; Pop-Tgiuc, 2001). The social exclusion of the loserstioé transition
constantly grew and thus the category of tiesv poorhas appeared (Andorka,
1997; Emigh—Szelényi, 2001; Tarkowska, 2001; Spé&ia?2).

Two of the above mentioned characteristics havbetemphasized, that
are of utmost importance from this study’s pointvew: in the transition process
both thesocial systenand the principles of the individulifie-world have changed.
On the one hand (market-, labor-force-market-, pmidical), competitionbecame
universal in the social system, gaining a regujatonction. On the other hand, on
the level of thdife-world, individuals became constantly exposedisi during
their activities: they are forced to make theiridens under constantly changing
circumstances, and take responsibility for the ipssegative outcome. From the
point of view of this study the two most importassults of the social transition
arecompetitionandrisk - both of them became universal in this period.

Methods and techniques

The subject of the present study constitutes theval life-strategies of
the new poor. Our paper is based on 6 ‘grass featd community studies carried
out in cities and neighborhoods facing poverty ttuthe change of local economic
context during year 2002. The adopted approaches@menological in sense that
the described strategies are mainly viewed andpreted from the actors’ point of
view and personal experiences. The main questidineigollowing: What kind of
life strategies does the new poor use dependindp@mesources at their disposal?
We've conducted 79 formal in-depth interviews mpsWwith heads of the
households (defined by the members of the houssltbéinselves) and other adult
members of the family; but many valuable data pceduwia informal discussions
with our subjects in their natural environment weaiso thoughtfully used. We
have conducted interviews with those people whthattime we carried out our
research were living in the sites (thus, our studes not deal with foreign
workers, a topic that has extensive literatureyimythe interviews we intended to
get data on working trajectories, past and presieundtion evaluation, and resource
gathering practices and techniques, and networlsu®¥¢d a semi structured and
open-ended guide. The average time of interviewsnis and a half hour (the
shortest interview is 55 minutes and the longe&t isn6 hours). The interviews
were conducted in the interviewee’s native langu@@manian and Hungarian).
We used a snowball sampling method in order toctdle respondents. Pre-
interviews and follow-up questions were also comeldic The interviewees were
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urban residents, between age of 21 and 67, nevgloged, unemployed, laid off

or early retired - both males and females. Thervigars were conducted in their
native language respectively in Romanian (59 pexs68%) and Hungarian (29
persons, 37%). The subjects were low or middlelledeicated, over 80% have
rural backgrounds and worked for the extracting dwghvy industries and

(excepting Cluj and Targu Mures) they live in formmeono industrial areas. Our
respondents were poor both regarding objectivesabective criteria. During the

selection (nevertheless we got to them by snowbalinique) we applied a short
screener questionnaire. The researched sitesafelkbwing Transylvanian urban

settlements: Cluj, Targu-Mures, Turda, Petrosaalad, and Balan. We also used
the method of participant observation, mostly i ¢veryday life context.

Social context, changes, and risks

After the regime change, life strategies startedetaleveloped by individuals
— on the level of théndividual life-world — and not on the level of theystem(i.e.
social milie) as it used to be before 1989. Before Decembe®,188ssible life
strategies were strictly regulated and ‘prescrilsydhe social system, while after 1989
this became the ‘competence’ of every individualyat transferred to private life.
Before 1989 the system ‘prescribed’ the possibéesiies and provided the necessary
resources for the goals to be reached (jobs, apatsmsocial services), in exchange,
the individual accepted a passive role and digpobup any resistance. Life strategies
that had to be followed were ‘given’ by the systdrhis did not always mean the
description of a precise way of life, but some fmbssways to prosperity were
delimited. The system prohibited some individuedtsgies in a predictable way and
defined individual ways of life by these prohibit&) because people learned how to
find the system’s weaknesses and outwit the ralesh(as: stealing from Cooperatives,
obtaining specific kinds of food, using materialghe factories for personal reasons,
etc.). These strategies did not ensure freedorninéoindividual, on the contrary, they
meant the outwitting of the system and a way toogefThus, we don't think that the
system was capable of defining and controllingpalssible social actions and life
strategies. People were able to shape their sutirmysiand circumstances even in hard
times, under control. Life strategies — and livegéneral — followed by most people
were closely related to the regime. For instanogl@yment was compulsory, those
who chose not to work were not entitled to anyaagervices (Hunya et al., 1990);
teachers who left their jobs (assigned to themhbystate) in the first three years after
their start, were not allowed to continue theirf@gssion, and were excluded from any
further education.

Following the changes in 1989, the era of the abogationed prescribed
paths came to an end and under the general camlitib competition and risk,
individuals had to find their own ways to get oeople had to quickly adapt to the
changing environment, to make decisions on thein,omithout the ‘protective’
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surveillance of the regime. Thus, in what followse will analyze the surviving-
adaptation strategies along the concepts of: catigoetrisk, system/regime, life-
world, respectively in the context of transition.

In what follows, we will briefly present how thewgoor (and implicitly
the new poverty) appeared in Romania, and will y®althe main survival
strategies. These strategies can be divided intanain categories, complemented
with those calledatypical To the first category belong those that we haaled
‘passive strategies We will describe how those typical, extremelypdeed
people, who have access to very limited networkti@iships use this strategy.
The point here is that they must reorganize thegrce resources; their structure of
expenses (consumption, and thus also their waijedfHas transformed. Generally
their average situation has worsened not only coetpto that before 1989, but
also in the last few years — mostly prior to lossirt jobs. To the other group
belong those strategies that we have calhetive strategies The main difference
between this and the first category is that thepfgeavho belong to this second
category pursuspecial activitiesn order to increase their resources and incomes.
In both cases we are going to describe how indalidacial-economic status and
the strategies used influence personal — netwagtationships, and the role these
relationships play in individual survival methods.

As a result of the transformation new participargigtionships, and processes
appear in the social system (Genov, 1999), fathatsare able to influence individual
lives: people — irrespectively of the social classegroups they belong to — may lose
their social status, e.g., there is the risk oinlpone’s job. Under these conditions,
individuals lose the ‘protected’ status they usetave under the previous regime and
while the possibility of upward mobility increaseswnward mobility represents a
higher and higher risk (Beck, 1996). In other wordk factors become universal, they
influence everyone in the same way, and lead talsoequality’ The structure of the
labor-market has also changed and started to wtidwaing strictly market-principles
(cf.: Berevoiescu et al., 1999). Class- and graefirdd identity-definitions
disappeared: poverty and unemployment lost theissetharacter, and became an
individual destiny. Thus, the recruitment basip@ferty increased (cf.: Spéder, 2002).
Change and instability — characteristics of slgstemand of individuallife-worlds —
pose a risk to all members of the society. Foams, if there’s no demand for some
special skills or competences on the market, réggadf the social status and class-
relations of the employee, the risk of downward ititglappears. Due to technological
improvement, some skills and competences lost thelue — which led to
unemployment and poverty. For instance, demandhtorskills of those working in
production — miners, colliers — decreased, asudtrdisis category was more exposed
to the risk of impoverishment, and unemploymergsatere usually higher.

3 About poverty rates after 1989 see footnote fft@ variation in social inequalities measured kg th
GINI-index: 1989: 0.210; 1995: 0.308; 1996: 0.29897: 0.284; 1998: 0.301 (Pop, 2001:29).
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The urban new poor and the way they manage

Which social categories were mostly affected byawgpishment? Who are
the ‘new poor'? Following the change of regimesea type of poverty appeared in
the region, which differs from the types alreadgwn: in its dimensions, place, depth,
dynamics and the ways of life of the poor. Ong®fiost important characteristics is
that it is caused by structural changes: indivislggbw poorregardlessof their will,
orientation, skills, or previous financial situatja.e. in the newly defined conditions
they have little chance to influence their own it to their advantade

The stratum of th@ew poorconsists typically of those impoverished in the
post-communist period, those who were most at tisk:extremely underprivileged
(large families living in villages, first generatidownspeople, people living in mono-
industrial cities, the unemployed, the retired sthdiving only off salaries, children,
and single-parent families). From socio-cultural demographic point of view, young
people, people unemployed for a long time, largeilies, uneducated leaders of
households, and those living in industrial cities @ver-represented in this stratum (cf.
Tarkowska, 2001). Thus, this kind of poverty is aamtrated mainly to cities, and is
segregated within them (Pésztor, 2002). Their nuritheatiated around 8% (World
Bank, 2002), but most of them are in persistenepggyfor more then 3 consecutive
years) a considerable part are facing hunger.

The structural transformation of the economy ared déimergence of risk-
society altered the nature of poverty and produbeshew poverty The termnew
povertyfirst appeared in Western Europe in the 1980's/é8i 1996), but at that
time specialists attributed different meaningsttdahiere wasn't a generally agreed
upon definition (idem.). For instance, the teexclusionhas been used in France,
but in Great Britain besidesxclusion— and of American influence — the term
underclasswas used. The termew povertypecame popular after the change of
regimes in Eastern Europe, and its meaning can digerbdescribed when
comparing tdraditional or old poverty

Traditional poverty is a characteristic of modelass-societies. From this
point of view, the socialist countries did not diffrom western, capitalistic societies
(Spéder, 2002). Traditional poverty was determibgdeducation-level and class
relations: lower education, unskilled industrialagricultural employment insured
lower wages, and thus generated traditional (asbasold) poverty (these categories
were over-represented among the poor). Followirgg dinuctural changes in the
economic sector, demands on the labor-market haeea hltered: instead of the
market's inner differentiation — the position onelds in the labor market —, its
selection mechanisms gained higher importance, wii@ermines who is able to
stay and who is forced to leave the labor markkeos€ stuck outside — for whose

4 The economic factors on the basis of new povessevthe following: the winding-up of the Council
for Mutual Economic Assistance, the decrease ofGbd#, the decrease of real wages, inflation,
structural transformation (Tarkowska, 2001).
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skills and knowledge there is no demand — grow aaily and have no chance of
getting back into the labor market: they are sulgegrin long-lasting poverty.
They are thenew poor who have lost their previous positions: like thaers in
the Jiu Valley, unskilled heavy industry-workersdamneducated young people
looking for their first jobs. Where are they?

Nevertheless, the new urban poverty has unequdtlibdiBon; this
phenomenon is present mostly in big cities andalled disadvantageous areas.
This is usually an isolated mono-industrial zormaostly an artificial’ or ‘made
small size town, a quasi-urban settlement: genetial immediate surroundings of
a factory or mine with the strictly necessary isfracture and public institutions.

The ideal type of the ‘made town’ is the followirigwas settled up in the
sixties, with limited resources (even during comisim), bad geographical position
(especially in case of mining), hardly approachab@emetimes without railway and
usually far from main roads. These structural aspae emphasized by theade
nature (Abraham, 1987), which is completed by thg and nature of the work carried
out by the inhabitants: they are miners or engagsdme heavy industrial plant. This
phenomenon is not singular in Romania, but the lteesafter the economic
restructuring were spectacular. The settlemente haany counterparts in the former
socialist countries, even is western urban settiésné&he typical mono-industrial town
can be compared with Zory, Wodzislaw, Glogow, Lulliichy (coal extraction) in
Poland, Tatabanya, Komlé (copper mine) in Hungamy, Dunatjvaros, Ozd in
Hungary and Stalowa Wola is Poland (steel indust®ther similar cities were
constructed in the sixties: Kedzierzyn, Police imlaRd and Kazincbarcika,
Tiszaljvaros in Hungary (chemical industry) (forttier information on Central and
East European mono-industrial towns see Merlin1229. After the reorganization of
extracting and heavy industry (in some cases sifmplghutting down the mines and
plants) and laid of the workers (mostly accordinghte Emergency Ordinances of
Romanian Government, Nr. 17, 19, 22) these limigadictural resources and
possibilities produced some acute problems, inctudixtreme forms of poverty — a
new urban poverty. A considerable part of the near st their jobs — they ‘quitted’,
accepting the terms imposed by the Emergency OrdésaNo. 19 and 22 (1997) and
they were compensated with (and right after than®some money — they became not
only the ‘undeserved poor’, but (sometimes) alstiséinct social group labeled as
‘ordinances Rapidly the term became a strong stigma.

In 1998 some mono-industrial zones were officiallgclared by the
Government disadvantageous area because of thewiiod) aspects: it has a
productive mono-industrial structure, which, in t@haivity of the area, mobilizes
more then 50% of the working population, it is animg area where the staff was
laid off, in a proportion of 25% through collectidismissal; collective dismissals
have been made as a result of the liquidationgeeozation, and privatization of
some sales agents, who affected more than 25% eofnttimber of the local
employees and the rate of unemployment is abovedtienal average. Respectively,
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the area is isolated, lacks means of communicat@hthe infrastructure is poorly
developed. There were 25 such disadvantageous ame#tee whole territory of
Romania (Region Balan, Region Brad, Region Valemi)iRegion Albeni, Region
Schela, Region Motru — Rovinari, Region Stei — Nu&egion Borod-Suncuius-
Dobresti-Vadu Crisului, Region Apuseni, Region Pstgeerna-Alesd, Region
Rosia Montana, Region Bocsa, Region Moldova Noue#nRegion Ip, Region
Hida-Surduc-Jibou, Region Sarmasag-Chiejd-Bobo&gidh Baia Mare, Region
Borsa-Viseu, Region Filipesti, Region Ceptura, RegiComanesti, Region
Bucovina, Region Baraolt, Region Altan-Tepe, RedRmina).

Before describing the life strategies of tiew poorwe should first define
what we mean by surviving life-strategies (cf.: Me®@ethington, 1992)Life
strategymeans rational planning of future life-events,ittseiccession, and their
order of preference (Grolier, 1999). Two dimensioas be delimited within: that
of private- and that of professional-public lifeydalife strategies can be viewed as
a level that tries to combine the two dimensiorgetber. Some important events
(such as marriages, education, choices of carequgire some kind of planning,
these are also connected to people’s biological aadial age, life-cycle,
possibilities, capabilities and depend on the reEsione is able to use to achieve
one’s goals (types of capital, network relations).

It has to be mentioned that it is hard to estabiishnection-relationships
between people’s actions and their motivations,ciwhis caused by a general
methodological problemwe should now disregard: one problem would be that
narrations always account for past events as (altttough these are rather opinions
and interpretations), and the second that liféesiies are presented as consequences
(although in reality they are part of a complexcess). Most sociological analyses
(see: Elder, 1974) regard life strategies as jpatple use to interpret and handle social
changes, risks, and consequences. At the sameetior@mists are interested in
revealing the basis of household decisions andatrynderstand how households
maximize their profft (e.g. Schultz, 1974, In: Moen—Wethington, 1992).

Survival strategies are hard to define. Methodaalgy they have to be
placed in social and historical context (semsition andrisk at the beginning of
this study), which requires the analytical desariptof strategies and connecting
the level of the life-world to the system-level. Big strategy Tilly (1987) means
rules that determine the behavior of families aachify members; rules that are
considered tools of the households’ rational caliboihs. In implementing life
strategies (using them as tools to achieve oneddsspeople (the members of the

® It is a methodological problem that past eventssdd appear as facts in narrations, but as opsnion
In the stories told, people ‘interpret the past &amnticipate the future’ (Magyari, 1990). From the
perspective of the present, they are able to atiaghreasons to their previous actions, or intérpre
some of their past actions as ‘strategies’.

® See the representatives of the NHE (New HouseBotthomy); by household we mean those living
in the same apartment/house, who cook and eattageind have common budget.
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household together, or the leader of the househdd)their previous knowledge
and respond to everyday-life challenges. In otherds: life strategies are part of
the community’s cultural patterns, they are leardedng socialization process.
Individuals use their previous knowledge and skilbien following their goals.
Life-strategies, according to Tilly (1987) consiétrecipes’ of cultural origin, acts
of position-recognition, decision and choice, inmpéntations of the decisions, and
consequences. According to this, survival-strategiee highly rational social
actions governed by the actors’ interests, andntaik towards success. In the
present study, we examine surviving life-strategiesonnection to the households’
economic activities. Thus, surviving life-strategiare meant to consolidate a
household’s financial situation, and to maximize tlesources a household owns.
We consider grvival life-strategiesall those actions that household members do to
improve their financial situation. In this, membeo$ the households face
restrictions from the social structure (availatdeaurces and possibilities), and this
is why life strategies describe both processebalife-world, and processes on the
system-level (Moen—Wethington, 1992). To give aamegle, if a female member
of a household gets a job (which is a micro-lewalam that belongs to thife-
world), that is influenced by women’s general positiontbe labor market, and
also by that job’s appreciation in a given cultufedecision made within the
family (for the woman to get a job) on the leveltoé system is determined by the
distribution of the social roles between gendeyshle structure of the labor market
(e.qg. if there is any demand for heavy manual wthritt can only be performed by
men), and by migration (if there are any immigramrkers on the same labor
market). In life strategy-decisions made within thmily (life-world), the possible
goals and legitimate resources that can be useathieve the goals (system)
should be harmonized. If we accept that life-sg@e are the aggregate of
household decisions (Moch, 1987), that the numibéne achievable strategies is
limited, and that people take these limitation® iatcount (i.e. they don't follow
unachievable goals), then this is how micro- androievels connect to each other.

In our research we interpreted life-strategies re@vars/reactions to the
environmental challenges and risks (this is howassured their continuity). We
operationalized surviving strategies along threeardanensions:

1. Changes in the households’ necessity-structures.
2. Changes in their consumption.
3. Changes in their financial resources.

We used in deed ‘occurred’ events (such as: chaingde labor patterns
of the family — the woman gets a job, and theyaase the croft production) as the
indicators of these three dimensions. We interpréte empirical results (from the
observation and interviews) along three theoreticatlels: the structural answers,
the rational choice and walk-of-life approach-mo@@oen—Wethington, 1992).
The determining factors of the survival life-stigitss used by the new poor can
only be interpreted in the context of the eventthefera before 1989. The declared
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purpose of the socialist regime was to establistomogenous society based on
equality, where social classes disappear. In implgimg this, they formulated the

following goals: eliminating unemployment, givingllf consumer subsidy and

providing free health care, and finally ensurinigtigely high wages.

The state and state-owned companies undertook femgaesponsibilities
in the transformation process by ensuring life-loamployment, apartment-
allocation, free child-care, education and hea#tfecoffering leisure-time activities
(Rominska— Zimmy, 1997). This process was percedgedn improvement in living
conditions especially for first-generation townspleg even if these social benefits
were partial and contradictory.

Our results revealed that social structures ofsibialist regime influence
current life strategies in a much higher rate than had expected. This can be
explained by the fact that most of these individwa¢re socialized before the change
of regimes, and thus, their behavior was only énglde and operable under those
conditions. Individuals interpret their currentusition following “old codes”, and act
according to them, so, the model that coordinatesals actions does not fully
correspond to the expectations arisen in the Wast/¢ years. This doesn’t mean that
cultural codes have not been changed, but rathemttividuals’ actions are governed
by mental structures that are not valid any moueh(sas social-services and secure
employment), they interpret their current situatigact to challenges and risks based
on experiences from the past regime. Also, wherldping their survival strategies,
people still use the conditions before 1989 ageate point. The perceived relative
equality, equal distribution of goods, secures pins thus “manageable” lives account
for the mentality of the impoverished populatiohe$e structures from the past regime
are the ones that define people’s life strategiesn more than current circumstances,
which are perceived as wrong-headed and uhfair.

Survival life-strategies are strongly related taseholds’ career perspectives.
These perspectives are determinedthgir previous experienceheir subjective
perception of the situatigand finally the third dimension tfeir current interpretation
of the situationLet’s have a closer look upon these.

Previous experiencdn the recollections of theew poorwe have interviewed
about their everyday life in the past regime, faiahproblems are either completely
missing, or seem to have lost their importanceg(llames in front of the shops, cold
apartments, power-outages, food-shortages, politidactrinations, and the personal
cult of the president). To the contrary, they fihdir lives before 1989 much better
when looking back from today. Two elements appgstematically: one is the system
of social allowances (allocated apartments, sgobseand wages) that gave the sense

" According to a survey conducted in 2002 46% ofatielt population is not satisfied with their prese
circumstances, 32% are neutral, 45% thought thet #ituation has worsened comparing to the year
before, and 31% said their situation will worserthia following year. 58% also said that Romania was
not going into the right direction (this is usudiigtween 45-60%). Source: www.mmt.ro
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of security, and the other is (strongly relateth first one) the sense of permanence
and calculability which both seemed to have bestdfter 1989.

Subjective perceptiorBoth above-mentioned changes have been told and
interpreted in a financial context: getting an isglial job and an apartment in the
city meant for these people an improvement of theiing-standards this is why
they emphasize the financial dimensions of it (Huret al., 1990, Rominska—
Zimmy, 1997) and don’t mention the political dimems (i.e. the field of political
activity, which was impossible in that environment)

Concerningthe nterpretation of the situatiorthe interpretations of past
and present are constructed along the followingrdinates: the income-levels
(lease-work wages), the households’ standards whgli and finally the
interpretation and the perceived causes of theggpel situation.

These three coordinates are connected to each ather we are going to
examine them one-by-one. Thew poorwe interviewed interpret their situation
only in financial terms, and typical problems oé timiddle-class (such as: religious
freedom, the right for strike, sexual freedom), ’l@ome into account. This may
be connected to the fact that people interpreten #ituation before 1989 only on
financial basis. In the evaluation of their podgibs the amount of their cash-
earnings and the purchasing power are the mostriamtdactors. The importance
of non-cash earnings (services provided on thein @ast, product-allowances,
discounts) are of far lesser importance than wes lepected, and the amount of
cash people dispose of is the most important fasttireir point of view.

The second element of the interpretation of th&m ituation, which is
closely connected to the first one (the incomelegethe standard of living of the
household, more specifically, their subjective viseling. On well being they mean the
consumption-level, and mainly the amount of foagl/tban buy (and the difficulties of
acquisition). Leisure-time activities (such as reavieaters, theaters, sweet-shops) that
require spending money are very rarely present grpeaple’s activities.

Another element of the situation-interpretation stitates the reasons people
give when evaluating their situation (i.e. the exjgltion why the household’s situation
has worsened. People interpret their current gituahe way they have interpreted it
before 1989: the reasons - explaining their imgekerent and present situation - are
attributed to external factors, that are independethe individuals’ actions and goals
— it cannot be controlled, and belong to the sayatem, and not to the level of the
individual (e.g. they don't give us jobs, we can’t do anythingve go to the Council
every day to get a job, but so far we didn't gettaimg” - quotes). They see the main
cause of their current situation in the surroundingiety, in the deficiencies of the
system: there are no jobs, politicians are digisted, fact that is proven by their
situation, i.e. they became impoverished followtimg structural transformation. (Once
again, the survival strategies of thew poorare based on one of the following
processes: changes in the households’ necesslitiewges in the consumption-patterns,
and changes in their financial resources).
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One major group of the households is trying to nganlay using only the
resources they (the members) dispose of, whilerothebesides regrouping their
current resources — try to supplement these witharees. In fact, the first group is
trying to stabilize the household’s financial situation bgweing consumptigrand
the second group is attempting to mobilize newusss as well. We have called
these passiveand active survival life-strategieseven though they both require
social actions. We use the active-passive dichotmmyark the differences in the
interactions of the household with its surroundjmgsnely the presence or absence
of these interactions. Of course there are sonaegfies “in-between” — we are
going to call itatypical. We will focus mostly on the former two.

We should further explain the difference betwediva@and passive strategies:
the two survival strategies — ideal types — caddseribed along three dimensions: the
households’ willingness to assume risks, the atent of their goals, and the time
frame of their plans. In the next chapter we aiaegyto describe active strategies in
detail, and compared to these, passive strategiesaaily distinguishable. Active and
passive strategies are compared in the followibigta

When saying that people are rational actors, wenrtieat they develop life-
strategies that best meet their household’s néeat®rding to one categorization of
the decision situations, there is a difference betw contextually relevant and
irrelevant states of environment, and thereforevbeth the complete and incomplete
knowledge of the consequences one’s action may Kiakster, 2000). Decision
situations differ in the amount of information pkoppossess in the moment they make
the decision. Decisions are uncertain and riskyeuiadl circumstances, because it's
impossible to possess all the information aboutgimen problem, but still, decisions
and choices can be characterized by people’sdatittowards risk: this attitude can be
positive and negative, i.e. the willingness to assuisks can be high (risk-lover) or
low (risk-avoider). Risk-avoiders are all thoseisien-makers, who prefer certainty
above risky alternatives that promise the samettirfszantd, 1999). If the preference
of the decision-maker is the high-risk alternattxen he can be considered risk loving
(idem.). In the table above, the willingness tauass risk is high foactive strategies
and low forpassivestrategies, where actors want to minimize thesaofsthe possible
outcomes of their decisions. The two strategiderdif their orientation as wekliictive
strategies aim to improve the situation of the bbokl, whilepassivestrategies are
considered means of survival. Also, the time framevider in the case ddctive
strategies: it comprises the near future, whepeasivestrategies are only concerned
about the present. Mainly retired elderly peopleosle passive strategies, by those who
are close to retirement, and large families witlly amme parent. Typical passive
strategy actions are the following: enduring, dting of budget, mounting counters,
early retirement, getting support from aid agenaesNGOs, getting food from the
kitchen of restaurants, or from the slaughter-hogetting loans and even losing their
house/apartment for not being able to pay it babkcking into nursery-homes, or
even going to prison.
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Table 1.
The ideal types of Surviving Strategies (SS)
Survival Active Passive Atypical
strategy
The “core” of Changes in their Changes in their Situational, mixed
SS financial resources consumption.

Willingness to
assume risks

High, “risk-loving” Low, “risk-avoider” Dependingro
concrete situation
ranging from low to

high

The orientation

Improving the

Surviving

Maintaining the

of the goals situation present situation
The time-frame Short-term, or Present (from hand tq Present
of the plans medium-term mouth)
The disposable Limited financial Lack of financial Mixed and changing
resources resources, personal| resources, few strond
experience ties
Reliable Limited personal Few personal contacts Personal, mostly
networks contacts with poor peer with those in similar
(heterogynous (exclusively situation but some
including hierarchy), homogeneous, week ties too
week ties reciprocal) strong ties

The status of | The head of the family All family memberg Changing in function

main actor are involved of context, involving
more than one
member of family
Associates Mainly neighbors and Mainly no associates Altering

peers, sometimes
relatives

irregularly relatives

In decision-situations the head of the household lwa fully or partially
informed about the possible outcome and conseqeesfceis/her decision. If one
is only partially informed, or makes any mistake time evaluation of the
household’s needs, then success is uncertain, iafithself-confidence is shaken.
Families that consist mainly of retired and elderigmbers are less willing to take
any risks, this is the reason they try to satisiigirt needs using only the limited
resources they dispose of. Their needs are confmeathly to basic food,
medicines, and the “utilities” (water, gas, powargd sometimes the phone-Hill

8 These utility costs are called ‘common costs’ inmRaia, because part of them (water, heat, etc, but
not the phone line) are paid together by the peloptey in the same flat.
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Quote from an interview*And then we paid that, and thank God we
bought that water-meter and got over that too. h’taay... we are not in
debt any more. We pay for that separately. And arétdhave to pay for
the hot water, because we've got that coal-titkatd if everything else is
turned off, heat and everything, then | think ivexs the costs. (When did
you have the heat turned off?) Last year. But tBexestove in the kitchen.
The living room is very cold in wintertime; we’'vet@ radiator in there.
And there’s that little stove in the kitchen.”

Table 2.
The typical forms and empirical characteristics ofpassive surviving strategies (PSS)
Passive S$ Doing Reorganizing Optimizing the Early Other
nothing their cost of utilities  |retirement forms
expenses
Actors Aged, retired Aged, retired| Close to retirement| Middle Incidental
single-parents| and the “better off” | age with
aged some
health
problems
Actions No particular | Decreasing the Rationalizing the Waiting, Irregular,
action outlays cost of utilities orin some| collateral to
cases other ASS
bribing
Costs - Low material | Relatively high High No cost or
costs material costs material low
cost material
costs
Result - - Lower regular Constant Some
expenses income material
outcome
Examples | Enduring Shrinking of | Mounting heat Early (or Agency
budged and/or water illegal) support,
counters, stop pensioning| procuring
heating food

Decisions depend on each other: they are inteeckimancially, because
all needs must be met using the same amount of yn@w if for instance a
household decides to get a water-meter, than thily have to renounce to
something else (usually to some kind of food), a@organize their expensés
Retired people and single-parent families resopassive strategies because these

® Coal-ticket = expression of Romanian origin, it mehrat-allowance.

2 Those living in apartments, who get a water-meian, measure their own consumption and pay for
it separately, which can be more reliable and namheantageous than paying the divided amount
calculated for all apartments.
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pose a much lesser risk than active strategiesaahigtvements depend on their
own actions. To give an example, if a householdetifed people decides to get a
water-metet, they buy the product with the amount of moneyytdéspose of
(occasionally: loans), and for a set time theyganize their other expenses. In this
equation, the main factor is the certainty of theagion: that the success depends
on their actions. For instance they renounce to, la@a don’t assume any risks that
could raise their sense of insecurity.
(“... we know it's not going to be easy, but we aringdo starve it out}.
“We had the water-meter mounted... in October, intevinwe borrowed
some money. But we had to have this done, bedaeisetiad been a pipe-
breakage in the courtyard, and everybody had toehévmounted. We
borrowed 3 800 000 Lei. That wasn't easy at all! &ve the only ones that
know that, but we have paid it back honestly. Battadly, the bank, or
anyone... where | could have gone, that in winterke bthers... to get
some gas money, or | don’t know what kind of mohdigin't ask anyone,
and I... did not go to beg anyone for help. No. lidigvith my hands. I've
never asked anyone for 5 B&rin my whole life! Never.”
These passive strategies are limited, becausenecfal resources are usually of
fixed amounts (cf. Elster, 1968). Passive survstedtegies are mostly defined by
the relationship between the household and its msderoundings. Belonging to
different social groups also means holding différarcial roles. Most of the retired
people and single-parent families are less willingparticipate, and to take up
social roles: thenew poorare members of fewer social groups, they have rfewe
roles, i.e. they keep in touch only with a limitedmber of people, their networks
are limited, and — what is most important to usheytare bound to place. Their
modest financial situation (by limiting the posstgiof traveling) localizes their
people-networks including only their immediate rindigrs.
“(Do your relatives help you in any way?) No, besad usually don't go
to anyone, | don’t ask for help, and if I'm in neédo to my mom. | have a
friend: she lives close to us, she is the other loge to sometimes, we‘ve
been classmates, we've also worked together, thamy bothers me, | go
to talk to her, and if she feels bad, then she saimene... What can | do?”
In the case of theew poorthe local social networks (and indirectly theispae
survival strategies) are not only limited by thimancial situation, but also by the
financial situation of their parental families andy the growing social
disintegration of thenew poor About their financial situation we still have to
mention that thenew poor cannot afford the material and symbolic costs of
maintaining social networks. Extensive social nekgaan only be maintained by

11 After an estimate of the director, about half leé tustomers of the Heating Company are older
people.
12 Bani = Romanian currency.
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constantly investing into them (both material agdisolic capital). Interactions

have to be constantly renewed, which besides raaterpenses (food, drinks,

presents, etc.) requires symbolic capital. In tlhseace of capital, extensive
personal networks have been ruined, and new onddrtbbe established for the

same reason. Without hospitality and gifts, thegdiency and intensity of the

interactions have decreased which have furthewenited and decreased the
amount of spare-time spent together and folded hgp dystem of reciprocal

obligations. This means that timew poordo not dispose of a wide network of
relations and (mainly relational) capital, whichultb be used when developing
their survival strategies.

Regarding the social position of thew poor,we think that a significant part
of the households impoverished after the changeegimes got behind the ‘main
stream’ of the society: they disintegrated, i.st tbeir social bonds. Indicators of social
disintegration are: the loss of personal netwotksck impoverishment, and long
periods of unemployment. Gans (1988) says that dikimtegration of the society
occurs when the administration, the economical eaystand other important
institutions lose their legitimacy, when peoplesltiseir trust in the rules that governed
their social lives, and deny their traditions”. Bbdisintegration has many levels (from
the complete break-up of the society, atomizatmithe disintegration of some specific
social groups — for instance minority groups). Ve the termcgial disintegrationof
Gans, where it means that after the change of esgjisocially integrative mechanisms
have disappeared and thew poorhave lost most of their personal relationshipsgs Th
made the situation of the individuals more difficod even impossible: life under old
rules became uncertain and incalculable (Fergel)19&e have modeled social
disintegration — the lag from the main stream efghciety and the transformation of
the nature of personal relationships — after Gat®88) along the following
dimensions: segregation, unemployment, the decreasdisappearance of social
networks, and solidarity.

Losing the job (or changing jobs because of pramatir moving off) entails
the transformation of relationships with previous-workers: it influences the
frequency and intensity of the relationships. Ratships loosen if they were only
impersonal collegial relationships, and there werénformal ties besides the formal
ones. If there were no emotional ties between tatncould have been strengthened
by spare-time activities, then breaking up is nesmgs But our case is different. The
people we have interviewed told us that beside plade-relationships, they had other
activities together as well. These were not ontiviies made possible by the physical
nearness (like going out to a drink after gettifigweork), but also other free-time
activities because of the emotional connection.s&heelationships shouldn’t have
necessarily ended when they lost their jobs.

These relationships have been ended as a consegofetheir losing their
jobs, and this is interpreted as a loss and israpaaied by a feeling, which can be
best described, dsdon't belong anywhere! Past co-workers are mentioned repeatedly
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not only as formal officials, but mainly as friendsith whom they had many
experiences. The reason for losing friendshipsttisbated to factors outside of
their control:“the company was closed"we got laid off”, etc. They expressed
their will to maintain these friendships, but thalgo say they cannot afford it:
“...we don't have enough money for that”

We considered segregation as an objective indiadtspcial disintegration,
which means the separation in space of groups difterent social status (Jencks,
1991). But segregation doesn't only mean sociajuaéty, but also stronger groups’
(those disposing of more resources) pressure ae@kev groups in the struggle for the
limited resources (Ferge, 1991). Under the Romawcamditions segregation has
already started (see Péter, 2000; Szelényi eR@0]1, Pasztor, 2001), mainly in
industrial cities. As slums appear, poverty geticeatrated in the same places (idem.),
and new poor will most likely havenew poor neighbors. Following social and
residence segregation, previous personal netwiiksge considerably, they become
local. The process of social disintegration isrgjteened by unemployment; especially
long-lasting periods of unemployment have a stromligntegrating effect (Ferge,
1991). Besides the unemployed, certain other gr@spsover-represented in this
population as well: just like those retired eatty unskilled, and those having little or
no education. They have a worsening chance toat bn the labor market. As a
consequence of market-development, the structuteedabor-market and the demand
for labor has radically changed. The cause of bali&integration is of structural
nature. There is no correspondence between theeratd the logic of labor-demand
and the knowledge and skills timew poorcan offer: there is no demand for the
activities thenew poorare capable of doing and were doing before thegehaf
regimes, and they, for objective reasons (suchthest education-level, and their
inflexibility, because they were used to being takare of by the system), can not
undertake responsibilities there’s a demand foe pitocess of disintegration — when
specific social groups drop behind the main strefithe society — manifests its effects
in thelife-world of thenew poor The people we have interviewed use their personal
networks they had before the change of regimes pmsnt of reference: they compare
their current relationships to the ones they hddreeConcerning people-networks,
some specific elements can be recognized in tleeviatvs: people account for the
change in the frequency and intensity of sociatradtions, change in reciprocal-
relationships, and change in the circle of partners

The relationships of th@ew poorare most frequently limited to their
immediate neighborhood. Those using passive sursivategies told us that as a
result of their impoverishment, the number of trsmcial interactions decreased,
they can only expect help from a few partners, thieg themselves can’t afford to
help others any more.

“Oh, friends are those, whom you help, but when yeed them, they don’t

help you. Nobody comes any more. In the past, 2®30 years ago, yes,

there were true friends. They have helped eachr.dBut now, if it was about
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money, nobody would help. It's different than besfercome, let's celebrate
my wife's (birth) day«. Now, even if you go to katiee, you can stay one,
two, or three days — or a week —, but then you baveave, because first of
all, you're ashamed, and secondly, because theyt edford it either.
Wouldn't it bother you if you'd think you'd takevaahtage of them?”
Changes in people-networks can not be describémutidescribing some aspects of
the socialist regime, and this is especially bezdabe people we have interviewed
strongly connect their present situation to theiner living conditions, although the
change in their networks has started after 1989k0their interpretation, their
relationships before the change of regimes weredbas resemblance and voluntary
reciprocity. By “resemblance” they mean the abseotdhe currently perceived
inequalities, and the likeness of people’s sotélis: because almost everyone has had
a job and regular income, they say they were abledintain and invest into their
networks, which were reorganized but not hindegeddective factors.
“We went to the market together after work — matieynot matter — to have
a drink together. We had that much that we couldagthe sweetshop with
some friends, or we could go on a trip. You've &gab, it was possible.”
Their regular income could assure their investimip ipersonal relationships and
networks. The presence of long lasting workplatstimnships was also important.
Personal (informal) relationships, workplace relaships could be strengthened
during spare-time activities. In their reminiscent¢gps made together, visits to
each other’'s places, May-day celebrations, Mingay- celebrations (in some
areas) meant opportunities to mutually renew tredationships, and their sense of
belonging to a network. When unemployment appegpesijious “resemblance”
has suddenly disappeared: social inequalities becasible. Unemployed people
have gradually lost their former friends from thesorkplace, because they could
not afford investing into maintaining weaker soties.
“Since I'm on the dole, | can’t go with them anywdd have to stay home
and wait, because | don’'t have money to spenddiing. | don’t have
money for that, not even for cigarettes...”
Another indicator of the disintegration of impowreéd communities beside the
absence ofree-time activitiegs therelative absence of cooperative actiqssich
as for example: wood-cutting — inaBn —, watching soccer championships
together on portable TV-sets in the woods, oilasitvn, or distilling brandy.
“Formerly we went together into the forest to gatiods; we cut them
out together, dragged them through the woods, audtipem up on the
trailer. Then, we have cut them into pieces her¢han court. One of us
brought the hammer, the other the lid, we've centlinto pieces and put
them into the storage. We have watched each othender. Now you
can’'t go, the forester is going to catch you; theyurned the forests to
their former owners, and then, if you'd bring anywn they would report
you to the authorities, because you'd have, andrsttvouldn’t.”
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In our opinion impoverished communities have nairdegrated completely, they
did not become atomized. People have lost patief social relationships, mainly
the weaker ones, but at the same time they haaeblissied new relationships in
their neighborhoods, mostly with people who araimilar situation. If we model
the relationship between the individual and its@umdings as concentric circles,
where the individual is in the center, then we destinguish among three types of
relationships. We categorized these relationstgperding to the partner’s position
in the individual'slife-world (their distance from the individual). The relatbips
of the individual are as follows: relatives, neighdy and co-workers. The closer
the partner is to the individual, the more inteasand more frequent the social
relationship is: most of the people maintain thesebt relationships with their
relatives. This is true for the Romanian adult pation as well (Berevoiescu, 1999).
The relationships of th@ew poorhave changed considerably. For the
unemployed, workplace relationships constituted dhtermost of the concentric
circles, and this level has lost its importancesihg their jobs resulted in the
decrease or even ceases of previous relationsigmease of the time spent
together and of the intensity and frequency ofitteractions. We also think that
the meaning of “distance”, and the “closeness & partner’ have been re-
evaluated, i.e. what it means to be close to somaod maintain relationships in
social terms. At the same time, closeness is dgfinere in territorial and less in
kinship terms, because in everyday life neighbasome more important than
relationships with relatives (here, by relativesde&’t mean spouses and children,
but further relatives on both sides). So, the redain of social distance was
followed by the reevaluation of neighbor-relatiopsh This doesn’t mean that
relationships with relatives disappear, but onlattheighborhood relationships
strengthen. In fact, in everyday life, neighborshgware usually in the same
financial situation) depend on each other: neighbod relationships can be
established cost-free because of their nearneBke uhose that require travel and
that are limited by their financial situation. Ra&aships with relatives don't
disappear, they remain one of the most importatwarés of relations, but they
become complemented with reciprocal neighborhotatiomships (defined by the
physical proximity).
“There’s a neighbor, a woman on the second flodre $ld me to go to
her, whenever | need something, whenever | cook. My. 9iblings don’t
talk to me, because my husband isn't like us, erav older sister, she’s
got money and everything. I've been to the matkete, in Gheorgheni,
that market, and my brother-in-law gave me hadfritof oil, two packs of
cigarettes, and a pouch of coffee. And my sistek tbem out of my hands.
She said that if he made that many children, tharshould be able to
support his family. (...) She doesn't talk to me, $h# has money and
everything. What should | do?”
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We can ask, what kinship relations mean in thigesdrof revaluated neighborhood
relationships. From a pragmatic point of view, thare only functional relations
and no kinship-relations (Duneier, 1992). If funagl relationships are important
for the individuals (i.e. they depend on them, @'&/ay of surviving for them), they
are going to complement their kinship-based retstiips with strong and
functional ones, which also have emotional aspédter Duneier (1992), we have
called these new relationships between neighbatterhative substitute tiés
Alternative substitute ties develop between neighband have reciprocal help at
their basis. They take up roles that are usudlldfiby relatives, members of the
family. These relationships usually exceed recigkdwelp, and gain emotional
character. Helping each other out with shoppingrisly mushrooms collected in
the woods, and cooking them together, helping dth the chores are not only
occasional help, but also mean that they care &oh eother. These alternative
substitute ties cut through the limits among theudeiolds: familiar spheres
interfere, and households become connected not amigtionally, but also
emotionally. By cooking together, these people iplyt unite their households,
and establish quasi-kinship-relationships, whictcobee accentuated, when a
person of alternative substitute status inheritsdther's possessions after his/her
death. The institution of inheritance is based oanslkp relationships in all
societies. The person, who inherits along an atera substitute tie, becomes
formally a relative of the former owner, and thiationship is also emotional, and
is expressed in the stories told about them.
“I get along really well with this neighbor (shersuch older than | am), this
Mrs. D., she helps me a lot. And we help each atierever possible; | take
out the garbage, go and do the shopping for het,take it home for her.”
“Here’s this neighbor. She still helps me. | gave Inouse to her son. Until
I'm alive, it's mine. But when | die, it's his.”
Besides physical nearness, alternative substiteseare based on the previously
mentioned “resemblance”: people on both sides e$dhties are of similar social
positions. Alternative substitute ties are tighgople meet often and on a regular
basis, they take part in activities necessary towiging. This is why we said
earlier, that despite disintegration, individuate aot atomized. They can rely on
social network — unfortunately composed by pooudlly two, but a maximum of
six-seven) individuals of similar social statusdathese networks are usually
closed (it is hard to become a member) becaushkeofimited resources, i.e. the
new poorare not able to maintain larger networks. The betsveen the members
of these networks are tight. Concerning passiveiwlrstrategies, we can say that
besides the income of the households, these arelalsrmined by the possibilities
of traveling, and by the availability of strong wetks of family and/or
neighborhood ties. On the basis of passive stedegiand locality, and the strong
reciprocal relationships between the members ofigteork.
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Another category constitutes those householdsfthlawv what we have
calledactive survival strategieshese households not only regroup their resources
but also try to supplement them with new ones. \Bechdentified the following
main active strategies (in everyday life these appgxed).

The woman holds ashort-skirt job (the woman gets a job where short
skirt is the typical wear, such as: waitress, batee, etc.), the roles in the family
are inversed in this case: the woman is workinghi black- or gray economy,
where short-skirt jobs are easier to find — thimetimes means illegal jobs, or very
low-paying jobs. The employer hires them for minimwage, and thus pays lower
taxes and health insurance costs. At the same timehusband — who is
unemployed — is doing the chores.

Household necessities revive and strengthen ratafianships (people start
farming in the provinces or on land around cityiténto produce food). This is the case
of those who own land in the provinces or at thelithits (they have “got land back”).
This kind of work very rarely means growing richgasuring living necessities, because
participants are mostly elderly people who arefariliar with market conditions, don't
dispose of wide personal networks, and don't uguadive the necessary tools and
devices for farming. We are going to catléfensive traditionalism.

The members of the household convert to anoth@gioel— they do this
out of financial reasons and join a neo-protesti@momination, where possibilities
of reciprocal help are more likely. The new religialso provides strong moral
support, and new members become honest followedjriancial-moral support is
not separated in their minds, so, the conversiogsiid only mean cold-hearted
calculation, but also recognition of the doctrinBsey are théaith switchers

The household is forced to move: they sell thembpbuy a cheaper one,
and live off the amount of money that comes fromn diifference in price. This is
the so-calleabligateresidence mobility.

The head of the household, and/or the members eoffamily become
engaged in collection of marginal resources, maiidkings. They are theollectors.

The household sells part of their personal possesse.g.: old furniture,
clothing received from aid organizations, tool$iestbelongings. They present the
occasionalvendors.

Further, there is other typical strategies weratified: One member of the
household gets a job as housekeeper, which includ&smg care of children,
housekeeping, shopping for elderly people or somdaced to take seasonal jobs
in the country, or abroad (picking fruit, colledirscargots, harvesting); become
day-laborer (mainly in construction), or utilize rgamal resources (collecting and
redeeming illegal goods, smuggling, burning CDegal transport, etc.). Renting
out part of the house/apartment they live in is aépresentative. Finally, we have to
mention those activities like prostitution or orgamng dogfights, which are illegal.
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Table 3.
The typical forms and empirical characteristics ofmain active surviving strategies (ASS)
Active SS “Short skirt “Defensive “Faith switch” |“Occasional [‘Residence
job” traditionalism” vending” mobility”
Actors Young and | Middle aged and Very poor Middle age Highly
middle age | aged, with rural households, with some indebted
woman background mainly Roma health households
problems
Actions Working full Growing Adopting new | Waiting, or in | Selling the
time, part time|vegetables, rising religion some cases flat
work, animals bribing
regularly
illegal
Costs Low material | Middle material Middle cost, | Low material Low material
costs, but high costs taking time, cost cost, but
time and information, knowledge
energy costs, recommendatio necessary
conflicts at n
home
Result Low wages Food for own Material Constant | Consistent
consumption benefits and income material
cultural outcome
reintegration
Examples Bartender, | Raising animals| Becoming neo- Selling Moving out
salesclerk, | and harvesting protestant  [material goods|of city or in
janitor, basic vegetableg considered nofsmaller flat
waitress  [behind the blockg necessary any
or at provenance more (books,
village furniture, etc.)

A common element in the above listed survival efyas is that people
mostly use weak ties of their personal networkseneis passive strategies are
based only on relatives and neighbors, where teestaonger (Granovetter, 1982).
Ties in these relations are strong —they are indgyrrkinship-based, locally
connected —, thus networks become denser: hulidaser to each other. Contrary
to this, ties among coworkers and acquaintancesvaeker, they are formal and
impersonal, and thus less dense, because theyw@mare people who sometimes
don’t even know each other personally — hubs ariadu away from each other.
But networks of weak ties are more extensive, whighfavorable for the
appearance of active survival strategies. If thera large network of weak ties,
people are more likely to use active strategies: (&ranovetter, 1982), because
they have better chances to mobilize resources éutside of the household.

Unlike strong ties, the maintenance of weak tiegires time, energy and
mainly financial investment, which cause finandraecurity and risky decisions
(Granovetter, 1982). Households that have limitasarfcial resources utilize
mainly their strong ties, i.e. they base theirtegges on strong reciprocal relations.
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They are not able to assume financial insecuritg, @ not risk to invest into the
weak ties of their network. On the contrary, thegfer closer relationships, where
closer means closer in space as well. Househokddtbpose of a certain level of
financial resources — further research is necedsadetermine this level — take
financial risk, and try to increase their incomerg weak ties. Regarding their
social position, these are mainly those familiekerg one of the parents has an
income that is considered secure (this can be ulbgment relief, salary,
severance-pay, etc.), or where at least one ofmtembers is not restricted to
staying at home for a certain reason (such asdatane of children in the case of
single-parent families, or taking care of the otbmk parent where necessary).
Now let’s look at the most important active surVisaategies.

One of the most common strategies is gfeoft-skirt job, answering to the
demands of the service sector. By “short-skirt jat® mean work performed mostly
by women in grocery stores, shops, pubs, fast-fdadsusy streets, or city markets) -
where the typical wear of the employees is thetsint. Food service or sales jobs are
not attractive, and, although mainly women perféhese jobs, their prestige is low
even among them. According to the women we haeevieived, the standing required
by these positions is tiring and unpleasant in aegson:“working here in the
wintertime, in minus 10 degrees, and in the summd0 degrees, is not easyThe
fact that the job is performed outside, and natdesf a building, in an open and not in
a closed space, accentuates the low prestige .itN®w&rtheless, supplies are high,
because actors are skeptic about their abilitiefintb better jobs. Sales and food-
service jobs are taken quickly, and there are y@pmicants who have just finished
school and don’t want to (or are not able to) cwditheir studies; their presence
increases pressure, and worsens the chances ohplaiants. Information about job
openings is transmitted through informal channalsne of the people we have
interviewed has found his/her job through the Despant of Labor. It is important to
emphasize that in the demand for “short-skirt jelducation does not appear as a
capital: higher education-level does not guarametting a better job, fact that
legitimates those who are forced to take these jobs

“...I know someone who has university degree; sheiking on the other

market. She has absolutely no advantages compsring...”

The term ‘short-skirt job’ is a metaphor that coisgs all the meanings the actors
associate with these kinds of jobs. Below we v&# ghat the term doesn'’t only cover
jobs for women, as the word ‘skirt’ would suggémstt more jobs can be identified in
the field. This life-strategy is mostly presentsmmaller cities, and in mono-industrial
areas, i.e. where the poverty rate is hiheFhe reason ‘short-skirt jobs’ are so
common nowadays is the irrational urbanization enatiistrialization policy of the

previous regime: the governing principle was the actory-one city concept, i.e.

13 We've seen this in the Jill Valley, in Turda andag but it also appears in Cluj especially among
former industrial workers who have worked in indigdtcenters that were reorganized after 1989.
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cities were developed around factories, which, urttle conditions of market-
economy became useless, worthless, and the citpéibfound itself in social crisis.

Short-skirt jobs’ are taken in the household aistty who have lost their
previous jobs during the reorganization procese. Sthategy is defined by the new
demand on the labor-market. Thus, there is a higeenand in the third sector
(recent development of the service sector andr&aibdi the industrial economy has
caused the increase in the demand), specificattpimmerce and servicés.

In disadvantageous regions, the highest demaridldor is in the category of
short-skirt jobs described above. This is relatedhe legal status of these mono-
industrial regions: all companies established heeeexempt from taxes. The essence
of the strategy is that in those households wherdtisband has lost his job, the adults
switch roles; i.e. because the demand on the lalagket is mainly for women, men
stay at home and try to do the chores. Women takephying and even illegal jobs
such as sales person or food server (on markeshaps, in restaurants, bars, etc.).
Employment-terms for short-skirt jobs are usudtgrs employers take advantage of
their legal status and hire women only for shonigols of time (one-two-three
months), because this is the time-limit for ‘pratait®. After the ‘probation’ period
has ended, the employer usually lays off the eneglagferring to the shortages in the
inventory caused by him/her. Because the syste@magclic nature, actually the same
employees change places in the labor market, ‘tmgfafrom one employer to
another, keeping up the system, which ensures liigig. Constant insecurity and
change of employers result in the short-term natfréhese jobs (naturally, the
employer does not pay social security taxes, teanpqobs are not counted towards
retirement, and employers are not obliged to emtieyn any longer). The people-
network these individuals dispose of is of verjhhiglue when looking for ‘short-skirt
jobs’, because getting into this rotational systeransured by these. Also, references
the employers can offer to each other of their eyg#s are important for the
applicants. Age and looks are other two importactidirs in this equation.

14 Data was collected from www.piata-az.mwhich comprises advertisements from the Cluj negio
Analyzing the demand, the profile of the ideal emgpk contains the following elements: a). For
white-collar jobs: the applicant has completed bigkducation (university degree), is young,
maximum 35-40 years old, has previous experienigease of men) completed military service is
an advantage, owns a car (optional, but it is am@aidge), has good communication skills, knows
to handle computers, speaks foreign languagespad-tpoking. It is also an advantage to be in
good physical condition (to be healthy), to be Idgathe company, reliable, and willing to work
overtime; b). For blue-collar jobs: the ideal apatit should be maximum 35-40 years old, skilled
worker, or with experience in the domain, owns gatg B drivers’ license, has completed military
service, is of high carrying capacity, can perfavell in more assignments at the same time, and is
reliable; c). For ‘short-skirt’ jobs: the ideal djgant should be young or mature woman, having
graduated from high-school, maximum 35-40 years gtwbd-looking, reliable, ready to work 10
hour shifts, with good communication skills, willirto work for less than the minimum wage
(including illegal work) — this category includexbg like: sales person in a grocery store, in @,sho
on the market, waiter/waitress, bartender, etcs&lae what we call “short-skit jobs”.

15 The time-period taking place between the staengployment and the conclusion of the contract.
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The husbands staying at home while wives are wgrkilso ensure the
effectiveness of these strategies. Actors arewtitkingwomen, and on the other side
the employers and the unemployed who are mostlgldie¥aged) men. It is an
interesting aspect, that the system besides enplagebased on the effective
contribution of the husbands. By this, we refahtattitudes developed on the basis of
the work ethic of the working class. In their warldture, the value of women and their
work is very low (Willis, 2000) because of the lkardifferences in functionality. The
prestige of female labor is also very low compatmgale-labor, and the latter always
denotes ‘heavy physical’ work. In work-culture, rsejobs besides being difficult
(they require energy, firmness, and determinatials)y bear sexual attributes (idem.).
In speech, attitude, movements, the show-off ofsigay strength (muscles, moving
heavy objects, etc.) is considered an expressibigbfy valued masculinity. All these
constantly represent the man-woman relationshigy tiemind of the structure of
power (Willis, 2000). The man owns the woman, h@asgy above her, even to decide
about her. Being unemployed established a newdimelationship between men and
women, because they (men) “got stuck in the holdéhaoing a job that has always
been depreciated as being done by women, who wieocedsnated to them.

“We now live off one salary. | get... | can say | gete a pretty good salary;

comparing to others | get a pretty good one. Wédeiwt here and there,

because we can’t do anything else. He’s doing éviery at home: he cooks,

does the laundry, well, if he's at home, there'thimg we can do. It's not easy

for me either, because I'm not that young any muasechange jobs and

professions. And working in a production-line i Basy, | can't say it is,

no... If 'm at home, | do it too, but he’s the oneowdoes most, laundry,

cooking, cleaning, not that | don't do it, but reed it most. He's changed...”
But switching gender roles is mostly illusory. Waomdesides ‘short-skirt’” work
also have to do the chores, and are thus subjetbuble burden, which causes
conflicts continuously. The man adheres to theigratnal model he was socialized
to even under the new conditions because that's hevcan keep his identity
unchanged. Both chores and “short-skirt” work afdow prestige in their view
(despite ensuring the survival of the household)e Tshort-skirt” is a visual
element of patriarchal relationships that appeatbé social space. The short skirt
represents the low social status of female labod, iais disconnected from the
person who wears it: it denotes the unappreciata#f,vand gives legitimacy to the
low wages and bad working conditions. ‘Short-skisdrk is interpreted in the
same way by employers and dependants: by men;tiiattkeeps the system
working. The sexist remarks regarding ‘short skitte stories told in presence of
women about sexual experiences are the signs éflggismating mechanisms.
These remarks, although they speak about the wevherwear the skirts, also tell
us something about the men who tell them: they Idemtity-strengthening, stress-
reducing and also post-legitimating effect (theplai why men don’t take the
available jobs in the textile industry for example)
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“It is very difficult, to tell you the truth (...). Mhusband is not working,
sometimes, if he gets some work, he goes as aalagef. But this is very
little; his social security does not cover the thiakets either. (...) | don’t get
paid too much either, that's only enough to buyatdreAnd he doesn't help me
at all with the chores, he’s gone with his frierdlsday, he says he’s looking
for a job, but I don’'t know, where he is. Sometithesbrings home some
money, but most of the time he doesn’t. And thsrhbegry, and you need to
find something for him, (...) and the kids are hungy. Cleaning up and
doing the laundry is only my job, I can hardly mgao do it.”
A considerable part of the urban population in Roiaas first-generation resident,
who has moved into cities in the 1970s and 1980ingiuhe industrialization
period. The strategy calletbfensive traditionalisiis characteristic mainly of these
people. The essence of the strategy is that olinafcial reasons, people mobilize
or reestablish their relationships with relativesnly in the villages they originate
from. This strategy is not new in the sense thiat-fieneration residents have never
detached completely from the environment they wkoen: these networks
represented the main source of obtaining the nage&sod even before 1989. This
strategy now bears two forms: in one of them thenbers of the household have
two homes and spend most of their time with farmimginly the weekdays) in
their villages of origin. They only come back te ttity on the weekendswe live
in two places; we spend a lot of time ther&hey produce most of the food they
consume. The members of these households arevadiaim the point of view of
the formal economy; they are retired or unemployed] own land. In the other
form of defensive traditionalispthe relationship of the individual with the pespl
living in villages is less intensive: it is tempoyaonly part of the food consumed
by the household is coming from this source, andnly supplements the food
purchased in the city. The members of these holdelaoe mostly active, or their
resources in villages are limitetiny mother got only a very small piece of land
back, and there are my brothers and sisters, thegdnit too” One further
subcategory of this strategy also needs to be oredi This one can be found in
cities, but the type of the work performed put®gether with the above strategies.
So, these strategies are of agricultural natureplgefarm a piece of land or grow
animals in the middle of the city, near the aparikats. This strategy has also
developed during the past regime and is a charstiterof first-generation
residents. The use of the “occupied” land is obsfpuilegal, but the authorities,
despite all health concerns, tolerate it. Villagg-connections are thus mainly
based on networks, and activate the kinship-baskedionships. Regarding their
purpose, these relationships help acquiring theessry food supplies a family
needs. These are not strategies of the post-sigi@iiod: they have existed even
before 1989 and were practiced by first-generatiesidents and those having
relatives in rural areas.
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“You've got the work in the village as well, andegxthing, but it's
different, it's different, if you’'ve got a small rgien, some animals, | don’t
know. Okay that you have to invest first, becausehave to. It does not
return in the first year, to say... not (it does neturn as much) as much
as you've expected, but... in the second year itferdnt, because if you
have, let’'s say you've got eight chicken out of tés different, let's say,
you bring five of them to the city, you sell themd you can buy bread,
and of the remainder, you can buy | don’t know whgtou buy again... so
this is how... | think... It seems to me that you canage.”
Such calculations are characteristic of this graypeople, where the conclusion is that
if one has resources to begin with, than life iargeable’. Seasonal work, the use of
marginal resources (collecting paper and metalkingic forest fruits, gathering
escargots and turning them in to centers) and sebsmrk abroad are important life
strategies, but are of temporary nature (definedhbyseasons), and thus are used
cyclically. These strategies complement the houd&héood supplies. Basic food
(potatoes, beans) are purchased or exchanged diméndparvest in the autumn.
Personal networks are of high importance here dis egpecially when considering
that one can receive information about “where toadjong weak ties.
“There is, you can go pick fruits up here at thddaai, at the top of the
Gheorgheni district, (...) wherever a child goesytget advantage of him or
her, | was there as an adult two or three years. gy have high demands,
of course they do, for example to pick those twehalets of cherries, or sour
cherries, if you don’'t have it, than the next day yan't go, because they
don't hire you, you're day-laborer, of course thdgn’t pay you per day, and
you can'’t bring any home, maybe a kilo, but onlihdy let you and you're
smart, ‘cause |, poor, don't get off and bring askat home, (...) but I've seen
that someone took the basket and left on the siler because he’'d known
the place and knew what to do. (...) I've workedwhele month once, and
I'm telling you, three years ago I've got 8 thouddei for the whole month.”
Another life strategy is th@bligate residence mobility since 1997, when the
Emergency Ordinances No. 17, 19, and 22 took edfettthe structural transformation
of the economy became more visible, new groupsefnployed people appeared,
called the “ordonam™® group. This is a strategy that typically appearsties, applies
only to those living in apartment-flats, and prgmges a working real estate market.
Because of the high utility costs in apartmensfldhe unemployed — but not only
them — sell their apartments and move to anottsnaliin the same city, to smaller
neighboring cities, or back to the village theygrate from. In case the household
cannot pay the utility bills with the accumulatedaunts, but they own the apartment,
to avoid foreclosure, they sell their apartment bogl a cheaper one (usually in a
worse district). From the money gained they pay thebt, and cover daily expenses.
Sometimes they are forced to sell their homes amekragain.

18 Ordonama = Romanian word, means Emergency Statutory Order.
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“... we haven't always lived here. We've lived in tRdgorescu, but we
had to sell the apartment, then on the Aranyosegttben we had to come
here... | don’t know what happens next.”
In case of Cluj, the neighboring city of Turda isecof the target cities where these
people can buy cheaper apartments (see also: R&XX0@).

Collecting industrial waste and turning them inalso a typical survival
strategy in industrial cities and big cities (ial@h, Cluj, Turda and Petrosani in almost
the same forms). It is considered a job for med,itis situated on the border of legal
and illegal. There are two main actors: the pevdon collects the industrial waste and
the one who pays for them, but the attitude ofatlihorities is important as well. The
term is mainly used to denote metal waste, but queoele gather paper, glass, pieces
of concrete, or plastic (it is a getting in exampilat one of the people we have
interviewed, identified his job agdrtonagid, or one that gathers cardboard). These
activities are illegal, but there is a tacit coctridetween the actors and the authorities.
The waste is the property of the industrial unit, &t of financial reasons, they don’t
use them. The company, together with the autherti@s is the case inalBn and
partially in Turda as well, where the represengstiof the industrial unit are also
members of the City Council — tolerates gatheriagte;, but sets certain limits to it. In
other words, the authorities informally set theiténof specific territories, where
gathering is ‘allowed’: usually around inactive ustrial units, or in mining towns,
around defecators, or spoil-banks. The ‘agreenadutut the limits of these territories
is beneficial for both parts, because they makaiplesthe survival for many, while
they don't cost anything for the authorities.we know where we can go, where they
don’t bundle us out, and you can get pretty wellOne can make about 45-55000 lei
on an average day — approximately $1.5.) In cassetkerritorial-limits are violated,
formal sanctions are carried into effetthave received the paper from the court. |
was sentenced to three years, but I've only domeame as before, but they caught me
at the Wettéf.” This practice is specific to those caltzllectors.

A specific life strategy is conversion, convertitay another religion. It
means leaving the traditional church, and joiningea-protestant one. Conversion
doesn’t only have financial reasons, but we nowy ¢l to describe the ones that
had financial reasons. The reasons mentioned Wwerey have helped me with
medicines, and sometimes | get money as weidl"brothers and sisters bring me
food, and don't leave me alone, and in the win@ytbring clothing, too” They
have also mentioned the integrating function of ¢sbeiety besides the financial
motives:“...now | belong somewhere tooThis strategy is used constantly, which
means that the process has more stages. Despfeethibat conversion is different
for each church (i.e. recruitment, and the ritaleony of joining) we can
identify some main stages of the process. In tis¢ $tage, a member of the church
monitors the “applicant” and then formally advisee old members for the new

1 The name of one shaft of the mine in Balan.
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one to join. If the community accepts the advidee applicant is subject to a
probation period, and if he/she passes, he cannieeo full member. Getting
financial support is only available for full membefFor the churches mentioned,
the new poor— who convert religion mainly out of financial ssas, but the need
for social integration is also to be mentioned present a main recruitment basis.
They are théaith switchers

Conclusion

To sum up: following the change of regime, the ecoic transition, and
the market transition theew poorandthe new povertappeared. The impoverished
population tries to adapt to the new circumstaneesl develops survival life-
strategies depending on the financial resourcespaongle-networks they dispose
of. The deprived use mostly passive survival sgiage and rely on small but
strong personal networks. Besides relatives, thgoitance of neighbors and the
use ofalternative substitute tig¢hat establish new forms péw relativerelationships)
are constantly growing. When evaluating their ownasion, the new poor feel
they are unwarranted, they are treated unfairlyehao perspective, and define
their situation along patterns they were socialitweth the past regime. Thosew
poor households that dispose of slightly better resaurtnd to use active
strategies and rely on weaker social ties.

Following the changes that took place in 1989,dinategies — developed
and offered by the system — lost their validityd dhe new system does not offer
life-strategies, they have to be developed by tigkvidual on the level of thkfe-
world. The most important of these strategies are shert-skirt job”, the ‘defensive
traditionalism” the “faith switchet, the “occasional vendirighe “residence mobility
beside the day-labof (and working abroad, that was not described ia #tudy)
and other atypical forms. The survival strategiessented are ideal types: in
everyday world, they can take many forms and treesally appear mixed.

REFERENCES

Andorka, R. (1995)Szegénység és szocialpolitika a 90-es évekBaverty and social
policy in the ‘90s). Budapest: K6zgazdasagi Kiado.

Beck, U. (2000). Tul renden és osztalyon In: AngelR. (ed.)A tarsadalmi rétegidés
komponenseBudapest: Uj Mandatum, pp. 418 -468.

Berevoiescu, I. et al. (199Ferele schimbrii. Romanii si provocarea trandei. Bucureti:
Nemira.

106



IMPOVERISHMENT AND THE RISE OF THE NEW URBAN POORIIROMANIA

Duneier, M. (1992)Slim’s Table. Race, Respectability, and Masculifitgicago: Chicago
University Press.

Elder, G. H. (1974)Children of the Great Depression: Social Changee LEHxperience.
Chicago: Chicago University Press.

Elster, J. (2000). Racionalis valasztas. In Felaiget al. (eds.Plvasokonyv a szociologia
torténetéhezBudapest: Uj Mandatum, pp. 215.-231.

Emigh, R. J., Szelényi, | (eds.) (200Ppverty, Ethnicity and Gender in Eastern Europe
during Market TransitionWestport, Connecticut, London: Praeger.

Ferge, Zs. (1991). Szocidlpolitika és Tdrsadalom. Budapest: T-Twins.

Ferge, Zs. (1996). Introduction. In Ferge, Zs. et al (eds.) The Social Costs of Transition —
International Report. Vienna: Institut fiir die Wissenschaften vom Menschen.

Gans, H. (1988). Middle American Individualism. The Future of Liberal Democracy. Inter-
national Edition: The Free Press.

Genov, N. (1999). Managing Transformations in Eastern Europe. Paris: UNESCO-MOST.

Granovetter, M. (1974). Getting a_Job. Thousand Oaks, London: Sage Publications.

Granovetter, M. (1982). The Strength of Weak Ties. A Network Theory Revisited. Social Structure
and Network Analysis. Beverly Hills: Sage Publications.

Hunya, G., Réd, T., Sille, A., Téth, G. (1990). Romdnia 1945-1990. Gazdasdg- és
politikatorténet. Budapest: Adantisz-Medvetdnc .

Jencks, C. (1991). Is the American Underclass Growing? In Jencks, C., Peterson, P. E. (eds.)
The Urban Underclass. Washington D.C.: The Brookings Institution.

Magyari, N. L. (1990). Emlékkockik Ammenetek, 1991 (1): 5-14.

Merlin, P. (1991). Les villes nouvelles d'UR3&erlin-Sudarskisl 991.

Moch, L. P. (1987). Historians and Family Strategies. Historical Methodology, 20.

Moen, P., Wethington, E. (1992). The Concept of Family Adaptive Strategies. Annual Review
of Sociology. 18: 233-251.

Molnar, M. (1999). Sérdcia si protectia sociali. Bucuresti: Editura Fundatiei Romania de
MaAine.

Newman, K. S. (1999). No Shame in My Game. The Working Poor in the Inner City. New York:
Vintage Books.

Pésztor, Gy. (2002). Elszegényedési és slumosoddsi folyamatok Kolozsvdron. Cluj: UBB BA
Dissertation.

Péter, L. (2000). Poverty and Underclass Formation Process in Bilan and Temelia In:

www.yale.edu/ccr/povertyproject/romania [2001.02.06]

Péter, L. (2002). Az Aranykorszak 6rokosei?” A politikai szellem fenomenoldgidja. Tanul-mdny
a romdniai 4tmenetrdl a kolozsvdri BBTE didkjainak politikai kultirdja példdjén.
WEB 2002, 10.

107



LASZLO PETER

Pop, L., Tesliuc, C. M., Tesliuc, E. D. (2001). Sirdcia i sistemul de protectie sociali. lasi:
Polirom.

Silver, H. (1996). Culture, Politics and National Discourse of the New Urban Poor. In
Mingjone, E. (ed.) Urban Poverty and the Underclass. Malden: Blackwell Publishers.

Spéder, Zs. (2002). A szegénység viltozd arcai. Tények és értelmezések. Budapest: Andorka Rudolf
Térsadalomtudomdanyi T4rsasdg — Szdzadvég.

Szdntd, Z. (1999). A tdrsadalmi cselekvések mechanizmusai. Budapest: Aula.

Szirmai, V. (1988),,Csinalt” varosok Budapest: MagvétKiado.

Szelényi 1., Laddnyi J., Kligman, G., Tomova, I., Csepeli, Gy., Dzambazovic, R., Csizmady, A.,
Péter, L. (2001). Poverty and Ethnicity. [manuscript]

Tarkowska, E. (2001). An Underclass without Ethnicity: The Poverty of Polish Women and
Agricultural Laborers. In Emigh, R., J., Szelényi, 1. (eds.) Poverty, Ethnicity and
Gender in Eastern Europe During Market Transition. Westport, Connecticut; London:
Praeger, pp. 83-121.

Tilly, L., Scott, J. W. (1987). Women, Work, and Family. New York: Holt, Riehart, Winston.

Willis, P. (2000). A skacok. (Learning to Labour). Budapest: U) Manddtum

*** Statistic Yearbook (1998) Bucurgti: CNS

*** Grolier Encyclopedia(1999) 1 Disc Edition, Grolier Inc.

108



STUDIA UNIVERSITATIS BABES-BOLYAI, SOCIOLOGIA, LI, 1, 2007

FERTILITY DECLINE AND ETHNICITY
IN TRANSYLVANIA AFTER 1989

VALER VERES

RESUME. Le déclin de la fertilité et ethnicité en Fansylvanie aprés 1989.
L'étude analyse les changements de la fertilitélaetroissance naturelle en
Transylvanie. Deux tendances sont analysées detriade 1989 — 2004. La
premiére concerne le rble des politiques natalesl'a&bortion de la période
communiste de Roumanie, puis, aprés le changernagégine en 1989, la transition
socio-économique dans les variations de la crotgsaaturelle en Transylvanie.
La seconde tendance concerne les différences tibtéedans les régions de
Transylvanie qui peuvent étre notées des la fin lelel9-eéme siécle en
Transylvanie. Nous avons aussi analysé le roleadmmposition ethnique sur la
fertilité qui est toujours lié a cette tendancejeeqjualité des dates statistiques
vitales concernant I'ethnicité et la correction desthodes. Les résultats montrent
gue le nombre de naissances dans la période fthal&gime communiste était
haut en Roumanie di aux pressions gouvernementaegui est similaire aux
tendances de fertilité en Roumanie. Les changememtas le changement du
régime politique en 1989 ont stoppé les politiquestionnées et, par conséquence, le
déclin en fertilité et en croissance naturelle @ gpectaculaire d’'une année a
I'autre. En concernant le déclin en fertilité apit®89, nous pouvons étre d’accord
seulement partiellement avec J. Rychtarikova, quisiére que le déclin de la
fertilité dans I'Europe d’Est apres 1989 est dia @rise socio-économique. Dans
les départements de I'Ouest de la Roumanie cedédi d0 aux décisions
consciencieuses parce que en 1990 le changemepias'au des effets négatifs
assez spectaculaires, malgreé le fait que la férélbaissé pendant la période entiére.

General trends on fertility in Romania and Transylvania

In Romania since 1991 started an intense procegartiity decline (see
Graph 1). In the context of the international demapdic tendencies, we tried to
explain the changes by means of Van de Kaa's (18838) theory of the second
demographic transition, especially in North-Westeart of the country, called
Transylvania. However, as J. Rychtarikova (199%eds based on Czech and
other Eastern European data, the changes canher mtributed to the economic
transition than to the demographic transition. Vile observe regional differences
in fertility, increase of the average first margagge and the age of the first child
born which can be connected with the starting efsacond European demographic
transition, but these changes manifest in conditimore like in Southern Europe:
the marriage rates and the legitimate childbearitgs remain high. In Romania,
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due to the costs of the social-political transiteomd as a result of the ambiguous
reforms at the beginning of the 1990s, the emignatiad a serious impact on the
population of the country.

The decline of the fertility rates can be continsiguollowed in Romania
in the second half of the ®@entury. This decline had continued since 1980, bu
from 1984 to 1989, as a last upheaval of the palistrpolitics of the Ceaescu
regime, it slightly increased. After 1989, espdgidletween 1990 and 1992 the
spectacular decrease of births can be noticed asesalt of abolishing the
prohibition of abortion, the appearance of birtimtcol pills and the new, insecure
social-economic circumstances.
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Graph 1. The gross fertility and mortality rates in Romania between 1980-2000

As a whole, the variation of the Transylvanian natidemographic indicators
follows the country’'s average, therefore, in théofeing we shall examine the
fertility and mortality rates from different Trarggnian counties in the examined
period as compared to the countrywide tendencies.

In the following, by Transylvania we designate tpepulation of the
following 16 counties: Alba, Arad, Bihor, BigaiNasiud, Brgov, Cara-Severin, Cluj,
Covasna, Harghita, Hunedoara, Maramukdures, Satu-Mare, 8aj, Sibiu, Tims.

We can affirm that Romania, and subsequently tla@sitvanian population
of Transylvania fits in the South- and East Europgéemographic transition model
(Andorka, 1987. 41-42.). In Transylvania the mdtaiate had had a decreasing
tendency since 1875, however the number of birthd diminished relatively
slightly before 1910. A substantive change occuaker 1915-20, when the birth
rate started to constantly decrease (see figure2noAccording to the natural
trends the last phase of transition period wouldehfinished around 1965, and
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after this period the number of population shouiédysate or start to diminish. (see
Graph 2). However, with the dictatorial demograpbidicy of that period, which
meant mainly the strict prohibition of the aborspthe classical demographically
transition in Romania — so thus in Transilvaniaentwon practically up to 1991.

Not only the ‘first’ transition couldn’t finish so@r, but as a consequence,
the phenomenon of the second demographic transidiescribed by Van de Kaa
(1987), couldn't be completed through the obtrusind narrow-minded demographic
policy of the Ceausescu regime. According to Gdilgidan’'s evaluation, the
Romanian demographic policy of the period 1966-1688 be divided in three
phases: 1966-1973, 1974-1983 and 1984-1989.

It is typical of the whole Ceausescu regime thatdbortion and also the
birth control pills were prohibited and used asda through those laws and strategies
which encroached in the intimate life of citizefifie communist political system
approached ambivalently the gender role of women.spite of the strict
prohibition regarding abortions, which was punisiagth 1-3 years imprisonment
according to the Decree 1966/770, after 1968 thmbewu of births decreased
significantly, as the value system and lifestyléhaf majority of the population didn’t
favor the type of family with many children. Subially the demographic transition
came to the end in 1965, and the value systemtdilahge.

At the beginning of the second phase, in 1974, wheausescu reached
his full powers, there was a big campaign in otdencrease the childbirths. Also
some social benefits were given for families witany children.

In order to control the implementation of the aloorHaw, a strong apparatus:
‘the abortion-commitees’ was created and centiliae'concession’ was introduced:
the age limit for the abortions was modified froBté 40. According to Kligman
this happened because at the forthcoming Intematié®opulation Congress
Romania wanted to show that we fall in the linehwiv the international trends.
The impact of this disposition disappeared in teet three-four years, and in 1984
new changes were introduced in the control of birttm this period the life-
conditions became very hard, because the lack ligistence products procuring
food supplies was one of the most difficult tasksatcomplish. The abortion was
again very strictly controlled, the age limit wagreased to 45 year. Besides this,
one could ask for abortion only after 5 childrest@ad of 4. The official discourse
didn’t judge children born out of wedlock and beeamore tolerant with minor
mothers. It was possible to finish the school whilegnant or with children, which
was not allowed before — points Kligman. At the saime she shows that the pro-
natalist social benefits, like the child-care allomwe were behind the other socialist
countries (Kligman, 2000: 79-80.).
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Graph 2. Crude live birth and mortality rate in Tra nsylvania (1867-1992)

New tendencies have appeared in Romania and Twamsgl on the field of
childbearing and the fertility behavior since 20@re of the changes is the
increasing rate of children born out of wedlock,iesbhwe will examine in
international context (see Annex 1). This also lobarnterpreted in the frame of the
theory of the second demographic transition, abamge in the system of values
regarding the family. It can be observed that i"Q%he proportion of out of
wedlock live born children is under 10% for mosttoé countries, and there are a
few, especially North- European or socialist coiestivith a slightly higher values
(Sweden, 18, Estonia 14, Austria 12,8, Denmarkftigipslavia 11,7 percents). In the next
ten years, these values are increasing everywhergny cases by near 40. In 2001 in
Romania, as well as in Ireland, Portugal and Spailgaria the more than the quarter of
the births are out of wedlock. In Romania in 204 value reaches 26.7% and it has a
growing tendency. In the same time, the averagechgeother at the first birth
became higher, from 22,9 years from 1996 to 24,2003, which also means that
the couples postpone the date of childbearing dutia lifetime.

Territorial differences on fertility in Transylvani a

Comparing the fertility data of European countri@ésale (1969) found that —
according to provinces, respectively counties + fegions can be identified where the
fertility was low even between 1870 and 1900 indifeerent provinces. These four
regions belonged to the Habsburg Monarchy, out bichvtwo belonged to the
Transylvanian territory examined by us: Banat armlti®ern Transylvania. The
counties of Arad, Timis and Caras-Severin, respagtiBrasov and Sibiu are situated
today on this territory. In the following, we wélkamine the relationship between the
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fertility in these counties and the surroundingiosg from a hundred year's
perspective. These counties were the most develfsped both an economic and
cultural point of view as compared to other teri@® of Romania, but on the territory
of the Habsburg Empire there were even more desdlopgions (where the fertility
was also low), such as Vienna and its surrounditiggs, Czech state or Sylezia.
However, fertility was still comparatively high tiee Many consider that one of the
main reasons of the early fertility decline is temographic behavior of the German
population. This is, however, not unequivocal $elit, because on the one hand, only a
minority of the population was German speakinghm tivo regions, and on the other
hand fertility was still relatively high in Germaiayd Austria. However, according to
religious data, in the ¥8century the fertility of the Transylvanian Germé&8achsen)
was already much lower than that of the RomaniaddHaungarians, yet the fertility of
the Romanians from Banat and Southern Transylvasis as low as that of the
Germans living next to them.

At the beginning of the 1980’s, the lowest fenilitata were also registered
in Arad county from Banat (12.8 per thousand), Hrah the other counties from
the enumerated ones followed. Yet, we can notiaettie Southern Transylvanian
counties that are presently situated in the ceoftéine country (Brasov and Sibiu)
have fertility indicators that are similar to thé& per thousand countrywide
average, or only slightly different. This change h&o significant reasons. On the
one hand, the majority of the German speaking Saeonigrated in the 1970-ies
and there was a significant immigration from thersunding counties in both
counties, while between 1960-1980, and to a ledsgree even after, in Brasov
also from the Moldavian counties with a higherifigytrate. Part of the immigrants
were Roma, whose fertility is more than double ttincountry’s average.
Counties from Banat have therefore retained thatitvaal low fertility behaviour in
Romania. It is well-known that until 1989 abortidghe selling of birth control pills,
and the use of birth control methods were all fnitddl in Romania. Moreover,
disseminating modern family planning and pregnaeyenting information was also
prohibited. As a result, fertility was unnaturaliyjgh in Romania. Relatively many
‘non-desired’ children were born, and thus the neimbf abandoned children
increased, which unnaturally swelled the orphanafjes variation of the fertility data
in the country and in the Transylvanian countidiece very well the demographic
effects of the political regime change from Deceni#89. In one year, up to 1990,
the value of the brut national fertility rates rdetlined with 2.4 per thousand, while
according to counties, this decline was betweenabh@ 3.2 in Transylvania. The
lowest decline was registered in the counties fBanat (Timis, Caras-Severin and
Arad) and in Cluj county which already had a lowtiliey, while the decline in the
counties with a high fertility was greater; theioegl differences did not disappear,
they only became smaller. The Eastern Transylvawc@mnties Bistta-Nasiud,
Maramures, Covasna and Harghita, respectively tadhidrn Transylvanian counties
with an overwhelmingly rural population — Satu Manmed Salaj — had the highest
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fertility, there the about 17-18 per thousand FEettility rates declined to an average of
14-15 per thousand. The fertility decline had caréd throughout the 1990-ies, in
most counties it reached the critical point in £23996. By 2000 the values of fertility
were between 9-12 per thousand in Transylvania.réasons of this can be classified
into two groups. On the one hand, after the regihange the living standard of the
significant part of the population had decreasetabse although services and the
supply of goods had significantly improved, theghasing power had decreased, the
national GDP had also significantly decreasedénl®90-ies as compared to the 1989
value. These processes had also an effect on lirgmess to have children, on the
one hand by not having as many children as peoplged, on the other hand, by
postponing having children. This has also trigggrastponing the date of marriage in
the case of a part of young people, but becausphtheromena is strata specific, the
average marriage age has been postponed with eBlyehars in Transylvanian
counties and slightly lower on the national level.

Table 1.
The crude live birth rates in Transylvanian counties between 1980-2003

County 1980 1985 1989 1990 1995 2000 20p3
Alba 17,7 15,7 15,9 13,5 10 9,9 9,(
Arad 12,8 12,7 13,4 11,4 9,5 9,8 9,1
Bihor 16,7 14,9 15,1 13,2 10,9 109 10,3
Bistrita-Nisaud 21,7 19,2 18,4 16,3 12,6 122 114
Brasov 17,1 14,2 14 12 8,6 9,2 9.9
Cara-Severin 15,2 13,9 13,8 12,2 9,5 9 9,r
Cluj 17,1 13,9 13,8 12,4 8,8 8,9 8,
Covasna 20,8 17,3 17,8 14,6 10,3 116 10,9
Harghita 19,3 15,9 16 13,7 10,7 10{9 145
Hunedoara 16,1 15 15,6 13,2 9,7 11,5 83
Maramureg 20,7 18,5 17,9 15,8 12,1 11p  10§2
Mures 17,9 14,7 15,8 13,7 10,2 11,  10}6
Satu-Mare 19 17,1 17,3 15,1 10,6 10,8 10,6
Silaj 17,9 16,8 17,2 14,8 11,4 11,4  10{3
Sibiu 18,5 15,4 15,1 12,6 10,2 104 104
Timis 14,4 13,3 13,2 12 9,3 9,3 9,1
Romania 18 15,8 16 13,6 10,4 10,p 9,8

On the other hand, the reason can be traced bathet@vailability of
modern birth control methods, to the legalizatibaloortion and the appearance of
modern family planning centers since 1990, andaraltel, to the spread of the
modern family planning information as a result @ef press and the free flow of
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information. The effects of the second group ofoe® outline the characteristics
of D.J. Van de Kaa's second demographic transitiat, the effect of the two
groups of reasons cannot be separated. J. Ryaharésserts that the decline of
the Eastern European fertility can be best expthimg the decline of the living
standard and it cannot be related to the secondglaphic transition. In her
opinion, the symptoms suggest a crisis behaviotiverathan conscious choice
(Rychtarikova, 1999). In my opinion, this is truelyin part. Northern European
tendencies cannot be found, because Central andr&d=urope rather resembled
Germany and Southern Europe even during the fieshagraphic transition,
therefore the changes cannot be so spectaculardaywaither, as for in example
in Benelux, the Scandinavian states and Francthdse counties mortality rates
are well above the national average and the aveitagether Transylvanian
counties, with almost 15 per thousand, while théonal average is 10 per
thousand. At the same time, based on the indicafdie age specific mortality we
can notice that the rate of the brut infant matak the lowest in these counties
from Banat (in Timis is 22 per thousand, as comgbare the national 37 per
thousand). The reason of high mortality is the stgecture of the relatively aged
population. Fertility indicators have declined afhto half in Romania, from 18
per thousand to 10.5 per thousand. The intensithefdecline was similar in the
Transylvanian counties with a higher fertility, Whin the counties from Banat the
brut fertility rate is about 9 per thousand in 2008e decline was lower as in the
other counties in the whole period, although Arad &imis counties are still
among the counties with the lowest fertility rate.

Analyzing the natural increase rate for every 5ryebetween 1980-2000
(see Annex 2), we can see that after the regimageha 1989 the rata declined
very much in one year, while by 1992 the natioratiural increase rate became
negative. In parallel, it also became negative asinTransylvanian counties. In the
counties from Banat with a low fertility, howevérhad already been negative or
around zero even before 1989.

The negative increase reached its peak in 1995-i8960st of the
counties, from then on in the counties with a higfegtility it became positive
again or it was around zero in 2000 (Annex).

The regional differences in natality were also aeseed by C. Muran
(1999). By dividing the territory of the countrytanfour bigger regions, by means
of the event history analysis and using the vaemlage, sex, region and time, he
showed that between 1989-1996 the correlation letwertility and the age of
fertile women differentiates Transylvanians fromthé other regions. The value of
the Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has reached a lolggel than the replacement level,
in Transylvania also by the mid 1990-ies. Accordioghe data published in 2001
we can see the variations of female fertility aoigltfertility according to counties
in 2000.
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Table 2.
Total Fertility Rates and the Index of Economic Deeglopment
in Transylvanian counties, 2000

County TFR IED
Brasov 11 0,67
Sibiu 1,2 0,51
Alba 1,3 0,36
Covasna 1,4 0,64
Harghita 1,3 0,54
Mures 1,4 0,47
Arad 1,3 0,49
Timis 1,2 0,55
Carg-S 1,2 0,41
Hunedoara 1,1 0,46
Bihor 1.4 0,49
Cluj 1,1 0,69
Bistrita-N 15 0,27
Maramurg 1,4 0,41
Satu-Mare 1,3 0,31
Salaj 15 0,37
Romania 1,3 *

r=-0,54, p=0,02

On the whole, the values are very low. The highESR values were
registered in those counties which were the masitdien 1989: Bistria—Nasaud,
Maramurg, Silaj, Covasna.

In what follows, we test the following hypothesié:we calculate the
correlation between TFR and the indices calculaled based on the different
indicators of the economic-social development, ttten value of the correlation
coefficient will be negative.

The index of the economic development is a relataleie between 0 and
1, which contains the following indicators:

1. Economic and income indicators: GDP per capita ()9t average income
of the active population.

2. Indicators showing the level of agricultural deymtwent: agricultural
production per 1 ha of agricultural land (calcutaibe RO Lei), the number of
tractors per 1000 ha of agricultural land, the nembf tractors in private
property per 1000 ha of private cultivated agriatat land.
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3. Indicators regarding the structure of the econont the level of activity: the
proportion of those who are employed in servicesifthe total active population;
the proportion of the PIB produced by services;uhemployment rate.

4. Infrastructure development indicators: the numbkbeds in hospitals per
1000 inhabitants; the proportion of households Wwinave bathrooms in rural
areas, as compared to urban areas.

5. Indicators of social development: the proportion tbbse with at least
secondary education, the infant mortality rate.

We used the value of each indicator between 0 aiithd infant mortality rate and

the unemployment rate were included with negatige,seversed. As a result, the

economic-social level of development of countiethwi value closer to 1 is higher,
while the lower values show underdevelopment.

Indeed, R=-0.54, which means that in those countigesre the value of
TFR is higher, usually the social-economic levedefrelopment is lower than in
counties where the value of TFR is lower. Basedhis, we can assert that the
reasons of the fertility decline in Transylvania arot primarily of an economic
crisis origin, they can be attributed also to so@etors, like value system reasons
which manifest themselves through conscious chdwaurally, the very low
fertility level in the whole country is partiallyetermined by the economic situation
as compared to 1990, but the territorial differenakso indicate the non-economic
determination of the phenomena, which is exactly #ssence of the second
demographic transition defined by Van de Kaa (Mah de Kaa, 1987).

We analyzed the fertility differences according ttee 3 development
regions from Transilvania. In the West (Banat) oeghe GFR is 33, and in Center
is 36,9 per thousand, both is lower than the aeevadue of Romania, 37,8. Only
in the North-West region, which means the Northgar of Transylvania, the GFR
is slightly higher, 38,6, than the national averalgewever, this rate should be
about 60 per thousand for the simple reproductidhepopulation.

Center - l l l | 36.p
North-West - | | | | 38.6]
West (Banat) - 33
Romania | k7.8
total l l l

30 32 34 36 38 40

Graph 3. General Fertility Rate (GFR) by Transylvanian Development Regions
from Romania, 2001
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Fertility of ethnic Hungarians from Transylvania

According to the statistical data, the naturaléase among ethnic Hungarians
from Transylvania became negative with 10 yearBezahan in Romania, around
in 1982.
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Graph 4. The crude live birth and mortality rates o ethnic Hungarians from Romania
Source: Statistical Institute of Romania. The mnldytaates before 1990 are
estimated, based on National values.

We can ask, why? As we saw earlier, the Ceausasgifee birth-control and
pro-natalist policy assured the positive naturatease on national level, but in some
Transylvanian counties and among ethnic Hungaffimm Transylvania after 1982
this policy didn't had enough effect. After the @98litical change the dictatorial pro-
natalist policy ended, and the natality startediitrease substantially (see figure no 4).

The consequences of childbearing disposition dseraee that the number of
ethnic Hungarian as well as the Romanian populdiéae been decreasing. Using the
official vital statistics data from Romania in ethrdistribution, we analyze the
territorial disparities and the age-specific speitiés of Hungarian fertility from
Transylvania. According to the vital statistics tralized by the Romanian Statistical
Institute, between 1992 and 2002 the Hungariandixtbs decreased from 14 837 to
around 9000, this process had contributed to tamggrocess of the population.

The number and the proportion of the ethnic Hurageriin Transylvania,
according to the last two censuses is the following
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Table 3.
The number and the proportion of Hungarians in Transylvanian countries

Total The The The The Difference
County polulati | number | proportion | number | proportio | in percents

onl1992 | of ethnic | of ethnic | of ethnic n of 1992-2002

Hungaria | Hungarian | Hungaria | ethnic
ns1992 s, 1992 ns2002 | Hungaria
ns2002
Alba 413919 24765 6 20682 54 -16,49
Arad 487617 61011 12,5 49000 10 -19,69
Bihor 638863 181703 28,4 155554 25,9 -14,39
Bistrita- 326820 21098 6,5 18394 59 -12,82
Nasaud
Brasov 643261 63558 9,9 51470 8,7 -19,02
Cara-Severinl 376347 7876 2,1 5859 1,8 -25,61
Cluj 736301| 146186 19,9 122131 17,3 -16,46
Covasnha 233256 1755072 75,2 1640%5 73, -6,52
Harghita 348335 295104 84,7 275841 84,6 -6,53
Hunedoara 54795( 33849 6,2 25321 5,2 -25,19
Maramurg 540099 54902 10,2 46250 9,1 -15,76
Mures 610053| 252651 41,4 227673 39,3 -9,89
Satu-Mare 400789 140397 35,0 129998 35,2 -7,40
Silaj 266797 63151 23,7 57312 23,1 -9,25
Sibiu 452873 19309 4,3 15478 3,7 -19,84
Timis 700033 62866 9 51421 7,6 -18,21
Total 7723313| 1603923 20,8 141643 18,3 -11,69
Transilvania T
Table 4.

General Fertility Rates (Romania and TransylvanianHungarians), 1992 — 2002

Year Live births for 1000 women betweer
15-49 years age (GFR)
Tr. Hungarians Romania
1992 38,0 46,6
1996 34,0 39,9
1997 34,3 40,6
1998 34,9 40,6
1999 33,4 40,2
2000 33,7 40,3
2001 32,4 37,8
2002 30,8 37,9
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For the cross-controlling method we analyzed the agmposition of the number
of ethnic Hungarians from Transylvania by the c@asitWe found that in the
counties where the ethnic Hungarians representamooé than 20 percent, the
number of the registered live births by the Hurgmnivomen were significantly
lower, in average with 30 percent, than the nuntfethe related age-specific
Hungarian population which was born in that yeacoading to the 2002 Census.
In these counties we corrigated the number of thegdrian mother’s births.
Ghetau (2004) mentioned also that the vital stesiginder-registered the ethnic
Hungarian live births between 1992 — 2002.

The General and Total Fertility Rates of ethnic gamans between 1992-
2002 were lower than the Romanian’s values botm fiwansylvania and on the
country level. In 1992 the Hungarian GFR was 3&eithe Romanian’s was 46,6
per thousand. In 2002 the GFR of Hungarians wag 86| and on the country
level 37,9 per thousand, also very low. In compmerithe GFR form Hungary was
around 37 per thousand in that time.

Analyzing in regional perspective, the differendasethnic Hungarian
women’s’ fertility is relatively high. The lowestalues were found in 2002 in
Southern Transylvania and in the Western part (Bag& per thousand. In Eastern
Transylvania (Covasna/Harghita counties) the GFRwgh higher, even higher
than the country level, around 40 per thousandr Neaborder with Hungary, in
the North-Western par of Transylvania the GFR ohghrians was about 34,
almost reaching the average of ethnic Romaniams Tn@nsylvania.

Table 5.

General Fertility Rates (corrigated values with 20@ census cohort data) of
Hungarians from Transylvania by settlement type andgeographical region

Region 1997 2002

Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rura
Southern Transylvania 24,64 20,69 34,78 25,83 21{1636,42
Northern Transylvanid 28,47 23,79 39,6"1 26,82 21,1039,20
Eastern Trans. 40,57 30,14 51,48 39,37 30,39 48,11
(Secklerland)
Western Transylvania| 36,17 26,44 47,75 34,62 27,28 43,29
(Partium)

Total Hungarians from] 35,45 26,45 47,69 34,19 26,28 45,]“0
Trans.

In 2002 The Total Fertility Rate in Romania was3lp@r 1 woman, among ethnic
Hungarians from Transylvania was 1,21. But we cheeove major differences
according to the settlement type: in rural arealthR was 1,58, in urban area only
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0,92. We can observe these major differences infalhe regions. While on the
country level the urban population represents alEfitpercent, in Southern
Transylvania almost 70 percent of Hungarians liveriban areas, while in Eastern
Transylvania (Secklerland) only 40 percent livéawns.

Transylvania
North-West (Partium)
Est (Secklerland)

0,00 0,50 1,00 1,50 2,00

‘EI Urban B Rural ‘

Graph 5. General Fertility Rates (corrigated valuesvith 2002 census cohort data) of
Hungarians from Transylvania by settlement type andyeographical region 2002

According to 1992 and 2002 census data we can medsel number of the live
births per thousand women (children ever born)age groups and according to
ethnicity (Table 6).

Table 6.
The children ever born in Romania in ethnic distribution
by mother’'s age groups in 1992 and 2002

The mother’'s Live births per 1000 women
age
1992 Romanians| Hungarians Roma Total

(Gipsy)

15-19 59 56 361 67
20-24 631 582 1607 646
25-29 1488 1428 3001 1513
30-34 1941 1883 3743 1967
35-39 2119 2051 4002 2140
40-44 2274 2172 4034 2286
45-49 2348 2136 3873 2343
50-54 2288 2060 3742 2281
55-59 2203 1987 3648 2197
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Average values 1798 1708 2700 1802
2002
15-19 44 4 42,6 293,7 53,4
20-24 373,9 342,4 1200,4 398,6
25-29 937,0 909,5 2035,7 967,2
30-34 1397,4 1421,3 2817,6 1430}7
35-39 1837,2 1823,5 3707,7 18788
40-44 2070,4 2026,0 4034,8 21050
45-49 2149,8 2088,8 4091,7 21757
50-54 2264,3 2170,4 3979,2 22787
55-59 2323,4 2124,9 3873,8 2320}4

Average 1633,8 1610,0 2454,0 1647,0

values

Although the fertility of ethnic Romanians is highban for ethnic Hungarians in
all age groups, the difference between them istivelg small and constant,
between four and eight percent. We can observgrafisant difference between
ethnic Roma and the majority (Romanians and Huaga)iin all age groups. But
even in case of Roma population, the average demdezignificantly from 2700 to
2454 children per 1000 women between 1992 and 20@2can observe important
changes according to age group: for the 1000 Rooraem between 25-29 years
age the average number of the children was 300200@ this number decreased
significantly, with 33%, to 2035 children. This pess shows as that in case of
Roma population we can observe the process ofrghithildbearing to late ages,
and also a fertility decline process.

According to 1992 and 2002 censuses data, thecdtlumgarian population is
more aged than the Romanian population. The difter®etween younger age groups
under 14 is about four percent (see appendix nolt® proportion of the 20-35
age groups are higher with 5 percent among Romaritean among Hungarians.
There are 2-3 percent more Hungarians in the aggpgrbetween 40 and 60 years.
The percentage of all Hungarians who are aboves@gds about four points higher
than the percentage over age 60 in the total ptipnlgsee appendix no. 4)

According to the territorial point of view, theage major differences in age
structure. In Eastern Transylvania (CV, Hr, MS) glapulation is even younger than
the national average. In Northern and Western Vhaasia the population structure is
moderately aged. In the Southern and Western gaftransylvania the ethnic
Hungarians have a very aged population structspe@ally in Timis county,
where the age-tree has the “mushroom” form: Thelbmurof the 0 — 10 cohorts is
with four times smaller than the average numbehefcohorts between 60 and70
years age. In these counties the local ethnic R@ngropulation is also aged, but
this fact in not evident on the county populatiewel, because the age structure of
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Timis county’s population was improved by the irteunty immigration, whose
extent reached the 35% of the population in Tinmid Brasov,and it represented
more than half of the fertile population in the @98s (Veres, 1996:148).

Conclusions

Analyzing the regional differences in fertility dise in Romania between
1980-2000 we can draw the following conclusionsnifirly to the Romanian
fertility tendencies, in the last part of the Conms# period, due to governmental
pressure the number of births was also kept highramsylvanian counties. The
changes that had occurred as a consequence oblitieap change in December
1989 ceased the above mentioned population polanesthe regress of fertility
and natural increase was spectacular from onetgdhe other. The fertility of the
counties from Banat and Southern Transylvania +evfertility is traditionally low -
has come close to the other Transylvanian countiede in Brasov and Timis
counties, due to the great inter-county migratioims low fertility is not
characteristic any more. As regarding the reasbtisedfertility decline after 1989,
we can only partially agree with J. Rychtarikovdjoaconsiders that the fertility
decline in Eastern Europe after 1989 can be at&ibto the social-economic crisis.
In the Western counties of Romania this declineli® to conscious choices,
because in 1990 the change had not have so splectaegative effects, although
fertility rates declined the most in the whole pdri The increase of illegitimate
fertility, and the postponing process of the fibsith, after 1995 show us the
changes in family value system. Furthermore, ins¢hdransylvanian counties
where the economic development indicators are watrige end of the 1990-ies, at
the same time fertility rates are higher (see Besiisiud, Silaj, Maramures,
Hunedoara counties) than in Timis and Arad countikéch are economically
better situated, and not vice versa.

The differences between the fertility of Romaniamsl Hungarians from
Transylvania fit into the structure of Transylvamiaegional differences. The
fertility of the Hungarians and Romanians in a giw®unty is similar in urban as
well as in rural areas, but the proportion of tmbam population with very low
fertility is different among the Romanians and Hargns in certain counties. Yet,
because among Hungarians the aging process is aeenced, the pace of the
negative natural increase is faster than among R@ams who live in majority. The
guestion of the disappearance of Hungarians amsesided that the international
migration does not become dramatic. The fertilifyRmma population is much
higher than the rest of the population, but weataserve a significant decrease and to
shift later the childbearing in case of Roma woryeuanger than 30 years in 2002.
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Annex
1. The proportion of the children out of wedlock in cetain countries, 1970 — 2001

Children out of wedlock (%) TFR
Country 1970 | 1980 | 1990 1999 2000 2001 2001
Australia 8.3 12.4 21.9 29.1
Austria 12.8 17.8 23.6 30.5 31.3 3311 1.81
Belgium 2.8 4.1 11.6 . . . 1.56
Bulgaria 9.4 11.0 12.4 35.1 384 4210 1.24
Czech Republic 5.4 5.6 8.6 20.4 21.8 235 1[14
Denmark 11.0 33.2 46.4 449 444 446 174
USA 10.7 18.4 28.0 33.0 33.2 . 2.03
Estonia 14.1 18.3 27.1 54.0 54t 5.2 134
Byelorussia 7.3 6.4 8.5 17.8 18.6 205 1.p7
Finland 5.8 13.1 25.2 38.7 39.2 39|15 1.73
France 6.8 114 30.1 41.7 426 .. 1.90
Greece 11 15 2.2 3.9 " " 1.30
Netherlands 21 4.1 114 22.1 24.9 24.2 171
Croatia 5.4 5.1 7.0 8.2 9.0 9.4 1.38
Ireland 2.7 5.0 14.6 30.9 31.8 312 1.97
Israel 0.7 1.0 1.6 . . . 2.89
Japan 0.9 0.8 1.1 . . . 1.33
Yugoslavia 11.7 10.1 12.7 20.2 20.4
Poland 5.0 4.7 6.2 11.7 12.3 13{1 1.29
Latvia 114 12.5 16.9 39.1 40.3 42]1 1.21
Lithuania 3.7 4.6 7.0 19.8 22.6 254  1.30
Luxemburg 4.0 6.0 12.9 18.6 22.1 22|13 1.6
Hungary 54 7.1 13.1 28.0 29.0 3013 1.81
United Kingdom 8.0 115 27.9 38.8 39.5 40.1 163
Germany 7.2 11.9 15.3 227 234 . 1.42
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Norway 6.9 14.5 38.6 49.1 49.9 49.7 | 1.78
Italy 2.2 4.3 6.5 9.2 9.7 1.20
Russia 10.8 10.8 14.4 27.9 28.0 28.8 125
Portugal 7.3 9.2 14.7 20.8 22.2 2318 1.46
Romania 35 2.8 4.0 24.1 255 26.[7 1.24
Spain 14 3.9 9.6 16.3 17.7 1.26
Switzerland 3.8 4.7 6.1 10.0 10.7 1114 141
Sweden 18.4 39.7 47 . 55.3 55.8 55.5 | 1.57
Slovakia 6.2 5.7 7.6 16.9 18.3 19(8 1.20
Slovenia 8.5 13.1 249 35.4 37.1 394 1p1
Turkey 2.9 4.5 2.51
Ukraine 9.2 8.8 11.2 17.4 18.0 | 1.10
Source: Demographic Yearbooks, UNO, Hungary, Roey&000—2005
2. Natural increase rates in Transylvanian counties1980 — 2000
County 1980 1985 1989 1990 1995 2000
Alba 6,4 4,8 51 25 -2,4 -1,7
Arad 2,1 2,1 -1,4 -3,1 -5,6 -4
Bihor 4 2,4 2,2 0,5 0,8 -2,2
Bistrita-Nasiud 11,5 9,4 8,6 6,7 2,6 2,3
Brasov 8,5 5,7 53 3,7 -0,9 0
Carg-Severin 2,2 1,4 1,3 -0,3 -3,8 -3,8
Cluj 6,5 3 2,8 15 -3,2 -3,2
Covasna 9,8 6,6 7,4 4,3 -0,6 1,2
Harghita 8,9 5,2 57 3,6 -1,2 0
Hunedoara 55 4,2 4,7 3 -2,3 0,1
Maramurg 11,1 9,2 8,3 6,1 1,3 0,4
Mures 7,3 3,5 5 2,8 -2,2 -0,2
Satu-Mare 7,6 53 57 3,7 -2,9 -2
Silaj 57 53 53 25 -2,5 -1,4
Sibiu 8,6 6 5,6 3,5 -0,2 0,5
Timis 14 0,3 0,6 0,3 -3,2 -2
Romania 7,6 54 53 3 -1,6 -0,9
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2. Age structure differences between ethnic Hungarianand the total
population from Romania (1992, 2002)
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4. The age tree of Hungarians from Transylvania 20®
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5. Age tree of Hungarians from Timis county (westear part), 2002
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RECENZII

Zsuzsa Gille, From the Cult of Waste to phenomena. Such an approach is very
the Trash Heap of History. The Politicsof ~ carefully managed within her writings,
Waste in Socialis and Postsocialiss meaning that facts, no matter if they are
Hungary, Bloomington: Indiana University characteristics for the socialist or the post-
Press, 2007. 1990 period, are impartially measured,
discussed, analyzed. As a consequence, her
writings are free of ‘EU-phory’, full of
Zsuzsa Gille is a Hungarian émigré, livingcalm, sometimes of skepticism, and frequently
in the US since 1988. She left Hungary as af humor, situational comic (!). Such a
promising youngster at the end of theperspective is favored on the one hand by a
socialist epoch, so that she had th&ind of intuitive phenomenology (as far as
opportunity to take first-hand experiencesshe had the opportunity to directly experience
on both the socialist and capitalist systemghe situations), on the other hand by the fact
Important for the theme of the present boolkthat she widely uses the perspective of the
is her direct involvement within the ethnometodology, being interested not only
activities of the well-known Danube Circle in macro-social phenomena, but also in how
(Duna-kor), the environmental movementthe social and its various micro-social
developed against the Gabcikovo-Nagymarosonfigurations have experienced and are
dam project on the Danube, the movemeractually experiencing the environmental
which is considered to have a decisive, apolitics, respectively its impacts, results,
least indirect impact on regime change irand shortcomings.
Hungary. Gille now is a well-known The present book follows the same
environmental sociologist in the USA, perspective. The author considers her book
teaching at the University of lllinois, Urbanaprimarily as an ethnography, which is
Champaign, being almost the sole theorishowever understood not only in terms of
of the specific topic of waste-policy in post-method (various types of field research,
socialist contexts, particularly in Hungary. participatory observations, etc.), but also in
She is the author of a number of articleserms of epistemology: the history of waste
which consider the role and impact of the Elbecomes understandable solely through the
on environmental transition/modernizationeyes of the social, respectively the waste
in the Central and Eastern European regioreflects the social, after all becomése
(e.g. Gille, 2000, 2002, 2005). social The book comprises a huge number
Which is particularly powerful in of micro- and macro-level representations
Gille’s writings is the fact that she takes veryof waste, according to social, cultural, and
much into account the role of the time-scalgolitical contexts, interests, capabilities,
when approaching general environmental oetc., so that | think the most suitable term
more specific waste related issues withirfor describing the analysis is that@fltural
the region. That is: if the majority of history of wastewithin the socialist and
authors when dealing with the role of thepost-socialist contexts. Gille’s focus is
EU, usually consider its effects, if any, sincespecifically directed towards the Hungarian
the accession, in better cases since regimease, albeit the perspectives and examples
change, Gille explores very profoundly thedeveloped serve (of course, with some
linkages between state-socialism and today'amendments) as a useful framework for
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understanding the essence of especiallyS waste looses all these patterns: i.e.
socialist type waste-regimes, respectivelwhile the waste is usually ‘metallic’ within
the hows and whys of post-1990 evolutionstate socialism, it turns to be ‘invisible’,
related to waste-policy. chemical, in any case something dangerous
One of the main, as well aswithin the US. Concerning its origin, waste
redundant topic of macro-level orientedis the result of inefficient production
environmental sociology is the comparisonprocesses, respectively inefficient landfilling,
in terms of production inputs and outputsjncineration, and re-using activities (cf.
between capitalist and socialist systemseconomics of shortage — Kornai, 1980)
Various texts which have been realized owithin the state-socialism, meanwhile
this regard tend to locate the capitalistwithin capitalism waste turns to be the
system as a superior to the socialist onaesult of over-production. From here appears,
production processes are far more efficienthat these two systems, based on their
resulted by-products (i.e. waste) are fewerspecificities presuppose two essentially
as a consequence, capitalist systems adifferent waste-regimes, with specific
cleaner (cf. ecological modernization),production, representation, and politics of
compared to socialist systems which aravaste, so that simplistic hierarchies of which
based on out-dated technology, leavingystem is more environmentally friendly
behind mountains of by-products. Zsuzsd®ecome nonsense otherwise systemic
Gille dedicates two primary chapters forspecificities are neglected.
such discussions. By asking the question Waste becomes place, thing, and time
‘Was state socialism wasteful?’, the authofor Gille. Place is about the fact that waste-
provides a number of arguments whichdumps are marginalized to the periphery; thing
support the idea that such comparisons mag about the hybrid character of waste,
be risky based on the facts that ‘measuresnderstood in the sense that waste is in the
of wastefulness and environmental damagsame time material and human, it is a thing
are difficult to operationalize’, more than produced by the society; from here the time
this, such measurements would not be@attern: in different times, societies have
meaningful ‘without an adequate analysidifferent materials, which then are replaceable
of the roots of wastefulness and its victims'into specific waste-models. Following the
(p- 210), there are always specificHungarian case, the author considers three
ideologies, discourses, and practices which amajor periods, associated with specific waste-
more complicated than the above mentionetegimes, corresponding in fact to the three
simple hierarchy. As a consequence, thepecific parts of the book: discipline and
major goal of the analysis is to moverecycle (1948-1974) characterized by the
‘Toward a social theory of waste’ within ‘metallic waste regime’, reform and reduce
socialist and post-socialist contexts througtf1975-1984) characterized by the ‘efficiency
a number ofsui generiscase-studies and regime’, respectively its limits; privatize and

comprehensive (longitudinal) analysis. incinerate (1985-present), corresponding to the
First and foremost waste becomes &apitalist-type ‘chemical model’ or regime.
differently experienced category for the The first epoch corresponds to

author: Gille herself has experienced (thémetallic socialism’, being characterized by
role of intuitive phenomenology) that while discipline and re-use, activities which are
within state-socialism waste is somethingaken place inside the so called MEH (the
visible, tangible, collectable, and re-usableacronym for the By-product and Waste
(cf. waste fetishism), within the capitalist Utilization Company) and Gazda-movement
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(waste collection movement initiated by Such evolutions from one model to
Gazda Géza, a representative worker withianother are presented through the case-study
the Matyas Rakosi Steel Works). Metaphor®f the Budapest Chemical Works: the metallic
are evident: MEH in Hungarian means ‘bee’socialism had to recognize its limits in dealing
an insect considered to be hardworkingwith newer kind of waste, as far as the ethos
Gazda means ‘caretaker’, while the steebf discipline was not sufficient to deal with
works synthesizes the essence of this regimehemical by-products. Thus, the ‘reform and
waste-collection becomes a hardworkingreuse’ phase (1975-1984) of the socialist
ritual activity, the ‘voluntary’ participants of waste-policy was accompanied by the
the well-organized, pacifist movement finally successive relocation of the ‘cult of waste’ by
end to ‘donate’ collected wastes (primarilythe ‘efficiency model’. Within this model, of
metallic) to the Party, since after all ‘Collectcourse, partially due to macro-economic
iron and metal, you defend peace with thisevolutions of the ‘70s, waste becomes to be
too!" (Gydjtsd a vasat és a fémet, ezzel is anore than ideology, it turns to get monetary
békét védedt in Hungarian). value (cf. the monetized concept of waste)
Through such well-organized andand waste policy tends to decentralize itself
controlled  collection-activities  ‘metallic from party and state control, i.e. “instead of
socialism’ becomes able to realize the braineentrally calculated waste quotas, enterprises
washing of the politically doubtable, weak (cf.were now free to decide which wastes they
waste) human-material as well, who finallywanted to reuse, sell, treat, or dump, and they
recycle him/herself as well. At a first sight, onwere able to be motivated by (...) financial
this regard the socialist waste-regimancentives” (p. 118). Such model represents in
overloads the capitalist type efficiency-modelfact a kind of socialist type ecological
albeit the reality is different: the well-organizemodernization, as far as waste management is
facade of ‘metallic socialism’ has generated approached through economic incentives.
veritable ‘cult of waste’, which on longer term Further problems associated with
has resulted in waste-hypertrophy, i.e. théhis efficiency model start to appear from
continuously activating collection-campaignsthe middle ‘80s, associated with the
waste-delivery quotas, etc. were ‘explicitcontinuing development of chemical
motivation for increased waste generation’ (pindustry and, implicitly, with the fact that
83), meanwhile the system has lacked ththe former ‘reform and reduce’ model could
necessary capacites for re-use. Thaot, in fact, considerably reduce the amount
accumulation of metals and other recyclablef generated waste which thus (as far as
materials then was soon followed by thecompared to metals is not suitable for
accumulation of non-recyclable wastesreuse) has to be dumped somewhere and
associated with the growing chemicalsomehow. From here a veritable Babylon
industry. Chemical wastes compared to metdlegins, starting with chemical processes
wastes which “in general, could indeed beiming to transform some by-products to
reused over and over again, and even if thegnother one considered to be more re-usable
were left to rust they did not constitute athan the former, continuing with
significant source of air or water pollution” transferring responsibilities from one
posed a much more “thorny problem” whichcompany to the other, and ending up with
called for two specific activities: a much morethe sole possibility, that of taking the waste
rigorous focus on source reduction andutside the companies, somewhere can be
facilities for save waste treatment andefficiently hide.
dumping (p. 91).
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The case study is that of the villageEuropeanisation, understood as the cleaning-
called Garé, where the Budapest Chemicalp and standardization of the old, socialist
Works intend to build a waste-dump intype environmental practices, reflects much
order to externalize the chemical byproductsmore the glocalization than Europeanisation
Such a ‘chemical model’ illustrates in factof practices: waste-management is driven by
those problems which were and actually argrofit-oriented economical agents, the state is
continuing to be associated with capitalistnearly out-of the process, those who fight are
type, primarily chemical waste, whereinthe economic capital and the small
hazardous, chemical wastes are frequentigommunity. The feeling of periphery remains
dumped through externalization into smalland “culture, morality, ideologies, economic
weak, marginalized communities (cf.interests, social inequalities, and power
environmental racism). The example ofstruggles permeate” (p. 212) the Europeanized
Garé thus stands as a specific example aoncept of waste-management as well.
this regard: the rural (Roma) community is Answering the fact which system (i.e.
weak in terms of economic and capitalist or socialist) is the most wasteful,
participatory capacities, so for the villagerespectively environmentally friendly can
the chemical waste-dump seems tdardly be answered: while for socialist system
represent the hope for a better livelihoodvaste is the result of the production which can
(cf. building a castle out of shit), as far asbe corrected through rationalization of
the rural budget is going to get someproduction and consumption, for capitalist
incentives for letting wastes in. Ecologicalsystem waste management presupposes the
colonization is evident: the waste dump igole of the market. For Gille none of these
built up by a Western company, andapproaches are correct, so that an alternative
successively appear those aspects associattbuld be envisaged, that is the combination
with the chemical model which question thethereof, coupled with participatory approaches
so called European waste-hierarchy: wasteherein citizens are able to effectively
prevention is going to be overloaded byparticipate in deliberating.
dumping in uncontrolled, albeit invisible
(since they are hidden in marginalized REFERENCES
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Jacobijn Olthoff, A Dream Denied. Teenage On the one hand, the book explores
Girls in Migrant Popular Neighbourhoods, the intricate way in which structural
Lima, Peru, Amsterdam: Dutch University constrains given by poverty, migration,
Press, Latin America Research Series, 2006 unemployment, influence parents’ relation
with their daughters. On the other hand, the
research demonstrate that girls are not
The publication of this book passive in this process. They are active
corresponds to a growing interest in researcactors, capable to make sense of their world
with young people, research which onlyand to challenge, to a certain extend, the
recently considered the study of girls as aexisting norms, to limit parents’ power of
academic purpose in itself. Following control and to make the reality tolerable.
feminist incentives to focus on issues One of the main thesis Jacobijn
related to girls, there are now studies omlthoff is sustaining through coherent
specific topics like: (in)equity in education, argumentation is that although controversial,
domestic work and teenage pregnancythe theory of the culture of poverty is able to
What this book brings as a main contributiongxplain the situation of the people who 20-30
is its comprehensive approach of the livegears ago, migrated from villages, to Lima,
of girls, in regard with a full range of with the hope of making a better future for
issues: the family life, parenting, schooling,their families. Culture of poverty can explain,
popular youth culture, life goals, sexuality,for example, the migrant families focus on the
pregnancy, maternity, poverty and migration.short term goals, or the paradoxical
The main questions this researchcoexistence of the dream toward a middle
explores were hardly touched upon in thelass profession and the practical constrains
previous literature. The book is concernednd personal choices which prevent girls from
with the position of teenage girls growingachieving it. Under these circumstances,
up in migrant poor communities, with dreaming becomes one of the surviving
regard to the intergenerational transfer oftrategies, adolescent girls employ.
aspirations, constrains and poverty: “how A Dream Denied. Teenage Girls in
do [girls] construct their own lives and Migrant Popular Neighbourhoods, Lima,
futures in interaction with [this context]? Peruis a PhD thesis. It includes theoretical
Are they hopeful for the future or are theyapproaches at the very place they are
more concerned with and immersed in theineeded in order to explain a certain
day-to-day hardships?” [p.24]. phenomenon. In this way, the author avoids
A Dream Denied. Teenage Girls in(re)creating the divide between the “theories”
Migrant Popular Neighbourhoods, Lima, and the social practices. Throughout the
Peru is based on an ethnographic researchook, theories are put to work, are helpful
with girls between 14 and 18, the firstto illuminate, for example, the difference
generation of a migrant population from thebetween girls’ statements and their actions,
rural to urban periphery of Lima. By using ato deconstruct the ways parents’ control
triangulation of research methods whichover their daughters, to uncover the
included interviews, participant observationrationales for coping with pregnancy and
but also more innovative projective motherhood. The book incorporates in a
techniques, the author explores both the actuperfectly balanced way, theories, observed
conditions girls live in, and the strategies theyractices, the “voices” of participants and
develop in order to make their life the voice of the author.
circumstances liveable and also motivating.
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Written in a friendly and sensitive for envisioning a decent future for these
stile, the book gives a perfect sense of thgoung girls. Jacobijn Olthoff demonstrate a
situations and dilemmas teenage girls frongreat command of sociological debates, a
pueblo joven(the new village) experience. profound understanding of the circumstances
The research incorporates their knowledgé&rom migrant popular neighbourhoods and
by using refined distinctions between conceptthe larger socio-economic context. All these
(like those betweeramigo especialand allows her to re-think the controversies
boyfriend. Throughout the book, Jacobijn surrounding the theory on the culture of
Olthoff has the professional capacity topoverty and to sustain its contribution in
read people’s practices through theoriesynderstanding why people like those from
while being considerate to girls’ experiencespueblo jovencan not break the cycle of
warm and responsive. poverty. For the time being, their
The final message is ratherpossibilities for social mobility continue to
pessimistic. While considering differentbe denied and passed on to the following
types of exclusion and marginalisationgenerations.
embedded in the social and economic life of
Lima, the structural constrains which keep
migrant people out of a quality education, a MARIA — CARMEN PANTEA
formal labour market and a reliable system
of social assistance, there is not much place
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