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Elena Platon (ed.), Enciclopedia imaginariilor din Romania I
Patrimoniu si imaginar lingvistic. General editor: Corin Braga.
Iasi, Polirom, 2020, 488 p.

Comprised of twenty studies and
spanning over almost 500 pages, the sec-
ond volume of the Encyclopedia of Romanian
Imaginaries (“Enciclopedia imaginariilor
din Romania”) brings
forward the idea of
imaginative universes
born through the us-
age of language, and
proposes to offer read-
ers a comprehensive
depiction of the Ro-
manian linguistic im-
aginary. Along with
the other four vol-
umes in the series,
which examine the lit-
erary, artistic, religious
and historical dimen-
sions of the imagi-
nary, this volume fo-
cuses on the forms of
the written and spo-
ken word, comple-
menting and complet-
ing the others with
the analysis of the imagery and symbolism
generated by speech and discourse.

Elena Platon commences the fore-
word to the volume by addressing the
seemingly conflicted relationship be-
tween the concepts of linguistic heritage
and linguistic imaginary. If the former is a
generally acknowledged term to describe
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the social and cultural byproduct of both
the spoken and written act of communi-
cation, shaped by centuries of language
usage, the latter poses the issue of being
inaccurately regarded
as a “chaotic space,
meant for the off-
spring of human
fantasy, which lack
both  consistency
and coherence” (p.
11). Yet, as Platon
claims, the tension
between the stabil-
ity of the heritage
and the dynamism
of the imaginary is
easily explainable, if
one were to look at
the very nature of
language, which is
ambivalent in itself
and is thus able to
link  such con-
trasting notions.
Availing itself
of terms such as image of the linguistic im-
aginary, profiling, and linguistic pools to
describe its analytical processes, the lin-
guistic imaginary goes beyond the bor-
ders of mere imagination, fantasy or cre-
ativity, although it relies, to some extent,
on the functionality of such language ca-
pacities. Rather, it is an expression of how
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the employment of language shapes real-
ity, as well as the users’ perception of re-
ality - specifically, “a mirrored descrip-
tion/descriptive mirroring, as well as an
interpretation of the world through lan-
guage, in a certain community” (p. 22).
According to Platon, there are three ap-
proaches that the study of the linguistic
imaginary must take into account: the
metalinguistic perspective - the speaker’s
understanding of their own language, the
ethnolinguistic perspective — the general
representations of the world, as seen in
the speakers’ communal culture, and the
cognitive perspective - the imaginative
templates on the basis of which new con-
cepts and metaphors are created (p. 24).
As far as the research methodology
is concerned, Platon draws attention to
the fact that the emphasis of the analyses
is predominantly put on lexical and phra-
seological units, since these elements
contain “an inventory of concepts and of
essential values for the existential, social
and cultural layers of a linguistic commu-
nity”, at the same time capturing the
uniqueness that makes them difficult to
be translated into other languages (p. 26).
Although the studies are not ex-
plicitly split into sections, distinct re-
search directions can be identified ac-
cording to the linguistic micropools tack-
led in each of them. To begin with, the
first group of studies deals with the mi-
cropools that have had an impact on the
emergence of the Romanian language,
both synchronically and diachronically;
the authors (A. Chircu, G. Chivuy, C. Silaghi,
B. Harhatd) examine elements of linguis-
tic substratum and superstratum, focus-
ing on Slavic, Latin, Romance, Hungarian
or German influences. The next group of
studies (authored by A. Puscas, M. Stefan-
escu, D. Roman, A. Ariesan, C. Berindei, E.
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Platon, A. Ursa) links the concept of lin-
guistic imaginative universes to that of
identity (for example, national or reli-
gious), showcasing the analyses of vari-
ous spaces or communities: in the Molda-
vian Republic, in the new Romanian dias-
pora, in the dimension of folklore, as well
as in that of memory and remembrance.
Three more studies (M. Balaban, L. Vasiu,
I. Sonea) research the linguistic imagi-
nary created by the usage of expressions
of alterity and foreignness (such as that
posed by the Jewish or the Romani minor-
ities), or by the discourse and ideology of
Romanian political regimes (with a view
to the Legionnaire Movement). Five other
studies (D. Vilcu, D. C. Vilcu, A. Radu, M.
Minc3, C. Bocos) investigate the realm of
trends, be they linguistic, social or cul-
tural, as well as their impact on the shap-
ing of the imaginary: the usage of angli-
cisms, the language of civilian protests,
the linguistic mechanisms used in Roma-
nian advertisements, the utilization of
slang expressions, as well as that of
cyberlanguage. Last but not least, one
other study (S. Misiriantu) delves into the
territory of literary translation, observing
how the linguistic imaginary has been al-
tered by the translation process.

Any reader of the volume might
come across challenging ideas and engag-
ing analyses that include both linguistic
data, in concise and clear language, as
well as interpretations of their occur-
rences in communication. For example, C.
Bocos’s study of anglicisms notes that the
usage of English borrowings in contexts
where it would be semantically and lexi-
cally possible to use their Romanian
counterparts does not stem from “linguis-
tic snobbery”, but rather from one’s “indi-
vidual active bilingualism”, namely the
expression of “the competition between
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the two languages used simultaneously”
(p- 139). Oftentimes, the studies in the
volume focus on the idea that the emer-
gence of a social group may have its roots
in the communal use of a certain linguis-
tic micropool, such as that of civilian pro-
testing. D. Vilcu claims that “the social im-
aginary of the Romanian people is re-
flected through the linguistic phenomena
manifested in protesting” (p. 369); for in-
stance, one may notice the “heterogenous
structure of the participants”, united by a
single purpose, but very different in their
social backgrounds, or the occurrence of
“defining elements for the conscience of
the Romanian people”, such as the contin-
uous references to historical images (that
of Vlad Tepes, of the 1989 Revolution,
etc.). A similar idea regarding the link be-
tween the social dimension and the lin-
guistic imaginary is made by M. Balaban,
whose study on alterity argues that “dis-
covering the other implies becoming
aware of one’s own qualities and flaws”,
and that “the voices of alterity become in-
tertwined, generating linguistic atti-
tudes” (p. 277). Thus, “the relationship
between alterity and linguistic imaginary
has the principle of indeterminacy at its
core” (p. 277): even through the mere act
of direct observation can a subject modify
the properties of the object.

As mentioned in the foreword, the
publication of the volume has two under-
lying objectives: on the one hand, to make
speakers of Romanian reflect more
acutely on their own language by becom-
ing aware of issues regarding their com-
munal linguistic usage; on the other hand,
to offer a thorough description of the im-
aginary created through the employment
of language, as well as to prove that it can
act as a “matrix” (p. 28) towards the un-
derstanding of cultural, historical and so-
cial phenomena. It is safe to claim that both
aforementioned aims are fully achieved:
the analysis of the linguistic aspects, trends
and processes researched is carried out
meticulously and in-depth, and the effects
of language usage on the contouring of
the linguistic imaginary are examined on
multiple levels (lexical, semantic, semi-
otic, pragmatic, etc.). Beyond the techni-
calities and the register specific to aca-
demic discourse, the volume is within the
reach of comprehension for any language
enthusiasts, be they professional or not.
Moreover, the collection of articles also
caters for the needs and the intellectual
inquiries of those interested in the study
of the imaginary, providing them with the
instruments necessary to ponder over the
universe created through and by what
might be regarded as a core element of
any culture and civilization.
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