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ORGANS IN TRANSYLVANIA
PART 1 — THE ORGANS OF THE BAROQUE PERIOD

NOEMI MIKLOS'

SUMMARY. The following study represents the first chapter of a series,
which is intended to shed light on the development of the Transylvanian
organ landscape throughout the centuries. It offers relevant information
regarding the first historical sources which indicate the presence of the
organ within the Transylvanian region, and details about the organs built
during the baroque period.

Keywords: Transylvania, organ, baroque period, organ builders, stops,
positive organ, restoration.

Since the fall of the communistic regime, intensive efforts have been
made to recreate a historically accurate portrait of the Transylvanian organ
landscape. Organ builders and organists alike have made important steps in
identifying and classifying most of the instruments which still exist today. For
example, Franz Metz, one of the important organ builders and restorers of the
late 20" century, had made an extensive research of the organs built by the
Transylvanian organ builders. The results of his research are comprised in
his book Orgeln in Siebenbiirgen (Organs in Transylvania), which contains
relevant information regarding the life and work of the most significant
organ builders of the baroque period and the early romantic era. Further
classifications have been made by the Evangelical Church of Transylvania,
which had issued an Organ Registry containing information regarding the
organs found in its churches?; and by the Hungarian organist and researcher
David Istvan, who had edited an extensive catalogue of the organs found

' Lecturer professor, PhD, Babes-Bolyai University, Faculty of Reformed Theology and Music,
Music Department. E-mail: miklos.noemi1981@gmail.com
2 http://orgeldatei.evang.ro/



NOEMI MIKLOS

throughout the entire Transylvanian region, entitled Mlemlék orgonak Erdélyben
(Monument Organs in Transylvania). Furthermore, organist and music academy
professor Erich Turk has carried-out extensive research regarding the organ
landscape of the North Transylvanian regions, which resulted in his book,
Die Orgellandschaft dreier Nordsiebenbliirgischer Landkreise: Cluj, Salaj und
Bistrita-N&s&ud (The Organ Landscape of Three Transylvanian Counties: Cluj,
Salaj and Bistrita-Nasaud).

The first evidence regarding the presence of the organ in Transylvania
can be traced back to the Middle Ages. In the Codex of Gyulafehérvar® (today
Alba-lulia) from 1367, one can find an initial which represents a monk playing
an organetto. Additionally, on the stone portal of the evangelical church in
Petersdorf (Petis), on the winged altar of Grossprobstdorf (Tarnava) and on
a fresco in the reformed church of Nagygalambfalva (Porumbenii Mari) one
can find depictions of angels playing the portative organ. Based on this
evidence one can conclude that the organ was well known and used within
these parts®.

According to historical sources, the ones responsible for the
establishment of the organ within the Transylvanian region were the Saxons,
who had colonized the southern parts of Transylvania, beginning with the
reign of King Géza the 2" of Hungary (1141-1162). Thanks to the permanent
connections of Transylvanian noblemen with the western parts of Europe, it
was a certainty that the mainstream organ building techniques and the
newest musical styles would eventually reach these regions. For example,
Prince Sigismund Bathory (1573-1613), who was particularly fond of music,
played several instruments and wanted to learn how to play the organ, had
commissioned his ambassador Istvan Josika (?7-1598) to travel to Italy and
purchase the latest organ methods and musical scores. As a result, the
composer Girolamo Diruta had dedicated his organ method to prince
Bathory®. In the early 17t century, prince Gabriel Bethlen (1580-1629)
commissioned an organ for the Catholic Cathedral in Gyulafehérvar (Alba-
lulia), which after his death had been donated to the Saxon community of
Hermannstadt (Sibiu). This was because during that period, the cathedral
had belonged to the Calvinist congregation, whose leaders did not tolerate
the use of an organ during service®.

3 The Codex of Gyulafehérvar, found at the Batthyaneum Library, Alba lulia, Romania, R. Ill. 89

4 Binder, Hermann, Orgeln in Siebenbiirgen (Organs in Transylvania), p. 11

5 Diruta, Girolamo, IL TRANSILVANO, dialogo sopra il vero modo di sonar organi, et istrumenti
da penna/...]

6 Binder, Hermann, Orgeln in Siebenbiirgen (Organs in Transylvania), p. 10
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ORGANS IN TRANSYLVANIA. PART 1 — THE ORGANS OF THE BAROQUE PERIOD

Beginning with the 14™ century, the Transylvanian Saxons have
regularly commissioned organs for the churches in their most important cities:
Kronstadt (Brasov), Hermannstadt, Bistritz (Bistrita), Mediasch (Medias) and
Schassburg (Sighisoara). In the national archives of Sibiu one can find many
written sources, such as contracts and written testimonies regarding the
construction of these instruments, and the activity of professional church
organists. In 1568, the National Assembly of Turda proclaimed religious
freedom, a circumstance which allowed people to practice their belief freely,
regardless of their religion. As a result, during the 17t and 18™ centuries,
many organs have appeared in Lutheran and Catholic churches. Most of
the instruments built during this period, were smaller, positive organs, with
4-8 stops, which were only suitable for accompanying the religious services. In
Transylvanian cities where Hungarians represented much of the population,
organs had been banned from the churches due to the Calvinistic reform.
The region of Székelyfold had been an exception, because the seklers
remained true to their catholic belief. The most important personality of the
Székelyfold region during the 17" century was the Franciscan monk and
respected scholar Kajoni Janos (Johannes Caioni), who had also built several
organs in Csiksomlydé (Sumuleu-Ciuc) and its surroundings. Sadly, none of
the instruments built by him have been preserved. From the middle of the
18t century, the Reformed and Unitarian congregations also began to allow
organs in their churches, and thus more instruments were commissioned
from different local or foreign organ builders.

One of the most important organ builders of the Transylvanian region
was Johannes Vest (16307 - 1694), who came from Neusohl (today Banska
Bystrica), and settled in Hermannstadt in 1671. He had built several high-
quality instruments which sadly have not been preserved. However, in the
Evangelical churches of Hermannstadt and Schassburg, one can still see
the front of two of his most important instruments (Image no. 1).

11
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Image 1
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The front of the Vest organs in the evangelical churches of Hermannstadt
(Sibiu) and Schassburg (Sighisoara)’

The organ built by Johannes Vest in the church of Hermannstadt in
1673 had three manuals and the following stops:

Manual 1 (Hauptwerk):

Gross Principal 8’, Salicional 8, Quintaden 8, Gemshorn 8’, Posaun 8’, Octav
Principal 4°, Hohlflét 4°, Spielflt 4°, Quint 3’, Mixtur 2’, Zimbel, Subbass im
manual Gedeckt 16°, Grossflot 8’, Pauck

Manual 2 (Brustpositiv):
Principal 2’, Octav 1, Spiel flét 2°, Zimbel, Mixtur ¥

Manual 3 (Riickpositiv):
Principal 4’, Koppel 8’, Octav flét 4°, Octav Principal 2’, Super Octav 1°, Quint 3,
Mixtur 5, Salicional 4’, Regal 8, Tremulant, Guckguck, Vogel Gesang

Pedals:
Subbass offen 16°, Octav 8, Pomord 16°, Hohlfiét 8’, Quintadena 16°, Posaun 8’,
Rausch Pfeiffen 3’, Octav hohlfiét, Mixtur 4%

7 https://hermannstadt.evang.ro/kultur/stadtpfarrkirche/
http://orgeldatei.evang.ro/organ/view/683
8 Binder, Hermann, Orgeln in Siebenbiirgen (Organs in Transylvania), p. 43
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ORGANS IN TRANSYLVANIA. PART 1 — THE ORGANS OF THE BAROQUE PERIOD

Based on the stop list, one can observe that Vest was up to date
with the mainstream European organ building techniques and had built an
instrument which corresponded with the high artistic and technical standards
imposed by western organ builders. Today, there is a new instrument
installed behind the front of the old organ, built by the Sauer organ factory
from Frankfurt, Germany. The instrument has 4 manuals and 78 stops and
is provided with electro-pneumatic action.

The oldest still existing organs of Transylvania have been built during
the 17 and 18" centuries. The organ of the reformed church in Pdocsfalva
(Paucisoara) was built in 1693. Regarded as the oldest instrument still in
use, it has been recently restored (Image no. 2) and is kept in its original state,
except for the front pipes which have been replaced during the restoration
process. Its builder is unknown, however, due to its ornaments, for a long time
it had been regarded as a Johannes Vest organ. Today, Hermann Binder,
who had carried-out the restoration works, locates its origins in Eastern
Slovakia. The organ once belonged to the evangelical community of Zagar
and had been sold to the reformed congregation of Balavasar (Balauseri),
who in turn sold it to the community of Pdcsfalva, where it stands since
1885°.

Image 2

Stoplist:

Fodott (Stopped fl.) 8,
Principal 4.

Fodott (Stopped fl.) 4°
Octav 2’

Quint 1 1/3

Mixtura

1.
Vi

The organ of the Reformed Church of Pécsfalva®

9 Tark, Erich, Fonte di Gioia meets Romania’s oldest organ, CD Booklet, TransilvANTIQs, 2013
10 http://transylvantigs.ro/fonte-di-gioia-meets-romania%27s-oldest-organ
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The smallest positive organ of Transylvania is found in the St. John
the Baptist Chapel of Bankfalva (Bancu), Harghita County (Image no. 3). The
instrument has only two registers, a Flote 4' and a Principal 2', and was brought
to its present place by the organ builder Kolonics Istvan in 1883. The exact
year of its construction is unknown, but the embellishments of its front indicate
the late 17" century. Thanks to the short path from the keys to the valves, it
has an extremely sensitive touch, thus offering the possibility of accurate
articulation. Due to its small size, it does not offer too many possibilities,
however it is suitable for chamber music and for interpreting works from the
early baroque repertoire, which do not require a large instrument.

Image 3

The organ of St. John the Baptist Chapel Bankfalva™"

Most of the instruments found in the Székelyfold region have been
built in the 19 and 20" century, except for a few organs, such as the ones
found in Csikszentgyodrgy (Ciucsangiorgiu), Csikszentmihaly (Mihaileni) and
Nagybacon (Batanii Mari), which have probably been built during the late
17t and early 18™" centuries, by unknown organ builders. However, during

" Photograph made by the author.
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ORGANS IN TRANSYLVANIA. PART 1 — THE ORGANS OF THE BAROQUE PERIOD

the late 18" century, Thomas Boltres'2, an organ builder from Brasov had been
active within the Székelyfdld region, building organs in Nagygalambfalva
(Porumbenii Mari), Székelymuzsna (Mujna) and Székelyvaja (Valenii).

The organ of Reps (Rupea) was built in 1699 (Image no. 4). It has
been restored in 2012 by the C.O.T. organ construction and restoration
company and is now installed in the Black Church of Brasov. The organ
has a short octave, like many of the organs found in Transylvania, and is
provided with a mechanical tracker action.

Stoplist:
Manual: Principal 8', Koppel 8', Principal Octav 4', FIétt 4', Quint 2 2/3',
SuperQctav 2', WaldtFlétt 2', ManualMixtur

Pedal:
Subbas 16', Pedaloctav 8', Pedal Oct. Min. 4', Pedal Mixtur (vacant)
Tremulo

Image 4

The organ of Reps in the Black Church of Brasov'3

2 Wrongly named Thomas Balthasar by David Istvan in his book Miemlék orgonak Erdélyben
(Monument Organs in Transylvania).
13 https://www.forumarte.ro/?portfolio=2258
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The organ of Michelsberg (Cisnadioara) built by an unknown master in
1724, has been restored by the organ builder and restorer Hermann Binder,
and is currently used during holy service and in concerts (Image no. 5).

Image 5

Al

The organ of the Evangelical church in Michelsberg’

Stoplist:
Manual:
Principal maior 8’, Viola da gamba 8’, FI6t maior 8, Principal Octav 4’
FI6t minor 4°, Quinte 2 2/3°, Superoctav 2’, Sedecima 1°, Mixtur 3 fach

Pedals:
Subbass 16’
Pedalkoppel

A particularly interesting instrument is the procession organ built in
1752 by Johannes Baumgartner (1714-1758) (Image no. 6), which had
been donated to the Historical Museum of Cluj-Napoca by the Armenian

4 http://michelsberger-spaziergaenge.evang.ro/orgel/
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Catholic community of Dumbraveni (Erzsébetvaros). It represents a fine
sample of craftsmanship, because despite its small size, it comprises 6
registers and 300 pipes, a fremulant and six other extra sound effect stops.
The organ is provided with two fronts, and to maintain its authenticity, the
wind supply of the instrument is provided by two wedge shaped blowers on
its top. Sadly, this instrument is kept away in the cellar of the museum and
is seldomly used.

Stoplist:

Grol3fléth 8’, Kleinfléth 4, Principal 2°, Quinta 1 1/3’, Oktava 1’, Mixtura
2fach

Diskant, Fortekoppel, Pauck, Guckuck, Vogelgeschwey, Stern, Tremulant

Image 6

The Baumgartner procession organ'®

One of the most important Transylvanian organ builders of the
baroque period was Johannes Hahn (1712-1783). Born in Leutschau (today
Levoc€a), Hahn settled in Hermannstadt and established an organ shop

5 Photograph made by the author at the Museum of Art in Cluj-Napoca.
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from where he provided high quality organs for the southern regions of
Transylvania. Many of his instruments have been preserved and restored
and are still in use. One of the finest instruments built by Hahn is the organ
of the evangelical church in Mediasch (Medgyes), and instrument with two
manuals and pedals, which comprises all the characteristics of a Hahn
organ (Image no. 7).

Image 7

Hahn organ in the Margarethenkirche in Mediasch'®

The organ was originally built with a short octave, which has been
completed to a full octave by Wilhelm Hérbiger during the restoration works
carried-out in 1873.

Stoplist:
Pedal:
Violon 16°, Subbass 16°, Octavbass 8’, Cello 8’, Flote 4°, Posaune 8.

16 http://orgeldatei.evang.ro/organ/view/437
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Manual I:

Bourdon 16°, Principal 8’, Spitzfibte 8’, Viola di Gamba 8’, Octav 4,
Spitzfibte 4°, Quinte 2 2/3’, Superoctav 2’, Waldfléte 2', Quint 1 1/3', Mixtur
5-6 fach.

Manual Il
Coppel 8, Fugara 4’, FI6t 4°, Principal 2°, Sedecima 1°, Mixtur 3 fach, Regal 8.
Tremulant, MK, HW/P, Pos/P

Johannes Prause (1755-1800) was the most prolific organ builder of
the Burzenland (Tara Bérsei) region during the baroque period. The largest
organ built by him is the found in the Evangelical church in Bistritz (Bistrita),
which is currently under a restoration process carried-out by the COT"
organ construction company (Image no. 8).

Image 8

The Johannes Prause organ in the Evangelical church in Bistritz'®

17 http://pipe-organs.com/ro/despre-noi
18 https://www.siebenbuerger.de/ortschaften/bistritz/bilder/19201.html
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Stoplist:

Manual I:

Bourdon 16°, Principal 8’, Gemshorn 8’, Flaut 8’, Gamba 8’, Gedackt 8,
Octave 4’, Salicional 4°, Nasard 4’, Quint 2 2/3’, Mixtur 4f

Manual Il:
Geigenprincipal 8’, Liebl. Gedackt 8’, Viola 8, Aeoline 8’, Fugara 4’, Flote
4’, Weitfléte 2°, Sesquialter 2f

Pedals:
Principalbal3 16°, Violonbal3 16°, Subbald 16’°, Octavbal3 8, Cello 8, Tuba 16'
Couplers: RP/HW, HW/Ped.

Other instruments built by Prause can be found in the Evangelical
Churches of Bucharest, Felmer, Fogarasch, Honigberg (Harman), Zeiden
(Codlea), etc.

Generally, Transylvanian organs of the baroque period were built in
accordance with the mainstream European organ building techniques, but,
except for a few organs, mostly found in larger cities, the instruments were
smaller, probably due to limited financial resources. Naturally, the choice for
smaller instruments was also because the congregations in Transylvanian
villages had smaller churches (sometimes there were 5 different congregations
in one village), which could only be equipped with positive organs that did
not require a lot of space. These positive organs are spread throughout most
of the Transylvanian region, and are exceptionally reliable instruments. Due to
the short path between the keys and the valves ensured by the so-called
stecher (trigger) mechanics, these instruments have a very precise sound
and touch. In addition, due to their small size, their maintenance does not
require considerable financial resources, an aspect which made them
particularly popular. These instruments are usually provided with 4-6 stops
and are suitable for playing chamber music.

The organ music which had emerged in Transylvania during the
baroque period was uncomplicated. The most important music collection of
the period was the Codex Caioni, which had been edited by Joannes Caioni
and his colleague Matyas Seregély between 1634-1671"°. The collection
contains sacred and popular, vocal, and instrumental works of different
genres. The Codex Caioni is one of the most important musical documents
of the region, since it reflects the way Transylvanian musicians have perceived

19 Diamandi, Saviana and Papp, Agnes, Codex Caioni saeculi XVII, vol. 14a, Musicalia Danubiana,
Budapest, 1994, p. 15
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and adapted their music to European mainstream standards. The different
instrumental works found in the codex, such as the preludes, canzonas,
fantasias and the ricercar, can also be played on the organ. Although in
most of the cases the author of the different works is unknown, the influence
of early Italian baroque music is obvious. For the rendition of these works
one does not need a large organ, a positive organ with a few registers being
sufficient for their interpretation.

Another composer who had dedicated works to the organ was
Daniel Croner (1656-1740). His organ works are compiled in a tabulature
entitted Tabulatura Fugarum at Praeludiorum, which is currently in the
posession of the archives of the Black Church in Brasov®. These pieces
belong to the usual baroque genres, such as the prelude, fugue and the
fantasia. They are short, uncomplicated pieces, mostly written for three voices,
which are particularly suitable for the small positive organ type found in the
majority of Transylvania.

Martin Schneider (1748-1812) had been active as an organist at the
Black Church in Brasov, between the years 1772-1792. Aside a series of
vocal-instrumental works, he had dedicated a series of pieces for keyboard
instruments, such as coral preludes, preludes, sonatas, which had been
collected and published by Steffen Schlandt, organist at the Black Church
in Brasov?'. Schneiders works are situated at the border between the
baroque and classical styles, polyphonic and classical elements being
present in them at the same time. Most of the works can be played on the
organ and on the piano, whilst some of them, especially the ones which
were created under the influence of the galant style, are suitable for the
harpsichord too.

Since the Revolution of 1989, there had been a growing tendency to
restore the organs which are in dire need of repair works. Sadly, many of
the instruments have been altered by people who lacked the necessary
know-how for a proper restoration. These interventions have literally destroyed
the original state of the instruments, which in many cases cannot be recreated
anymore, due to the lack of information and original materials. Such is the
case of the Hahn organ in the Central Reformed Church of Cluj-Napoca,
where the front of the organ still exists, but the original pipe work has been
sold, and in lack of necessary information, it cannot be recreated.

20 Schlandt, Steffen, Daniel Croner, Preot si compozitor brasovean al secolului al 17-lea, (Daniel
Croner, Priest and Composer in Brasov During the 17th Century), http://tara-barsei.ro/, p. 3

21 Schlandt, Steffen, Martin Schneider: Werke fiir Tasteninstrumente (Martin Schneider: Works
for Keyboard Instruments), Edition Musica Coronensis, 2009
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In a brighter note, thanks to the restoration efforts carried-out by the
local organ building and restoration companies, many of the instruments
are used for concert purposes in the concert seasons organised by different
congregations and cultural organizations. In the future, it would be auspicious
to include these instruments in a cultural tour, which could lead to the
recognition of their value and would be a possible way to raise the funds
necessary for their proper restoration and preservation.
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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF THE FOLK MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS OF MEGHALAYA

JOYANTA SARKAR', ANIL RAI?

SUMMARY. Meghalaya is a richly inhabited Indian state. Drums, flutes
of bamboo and hand-held small cymbals are a common ensemble. The
advent of Christianity in the middle of the 20th century marked the start of a
decline in tribal popular music. Over time, Meghalaya’s music scene has
evolved, attracting many talented artists and bands from both traditional
and not-so traditional genres. Any of the most recent Meghalaya musicians
and bands is: The Plague Throat, Kerios Wahlang, Cryptographik Street
Poets, etc., Soulmate, Lou Majaw, and Snow White. Meghalaya’s music is
characterised by traditional instruments and folk songs. The Musical
Instruments of Meghalaya are made from local materials. Meghalayan
people honour powerful natural forces and aim to pacify animistic spirits
and local gods. The instruments are made of bamboo, flesh, wood, and
animal horn. Any one of these musical instruments is considered to have
the ability to offer material benefits. The Meghalaya musical instrument is
an essential part of traditional folk music in the region. In this article, we
offer an overview of the folk musical instruments of Meghalaya.

Keywords: Idiophone, Aerophone, Chordophone, Membranophone, Trumpet.

1. Introduction

There is worldly music everywhere in this wonderful country (Aman
2007). Equally, because any art needs a powerful medium to communicate
its apparatus and individuality, a musical instrument is a medium to
communicate the ‘Nada’ artistic, which has a worldwide significance (Balaiji
2009). In Indian music, instrumental music plays a major part. The musical
instrumental is also called the Vadhya Sangeet. It is one of the three
elements of the music (vocal, instrumental music and dance) known as the
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‘Sangeet’ of Indian Music. From the beginning of instrumental music and
instrumentalist or instrumental players (artist), the two components have
been incredibly significant. The music art is difficult to convey in the absence
of one of the above elements. Music is regarded as a direct channel to
express emotions from ancient times. Vocals consist of powerful words of
any language and musical notes, also called ‘Swaras.” While Swaras is the
same with instrumental music, in Boles there is also a language consisting
of words. Musical instruments play music in the boles on the musical notes.
In compositions of pricked instruments, for example, boles are played such
as: Da, Dir, Dara etc. As previously mentioned, the Classical Indian Music is
mostly individualistic (Chattarjee 2001). Our instruments are often designed
for solo reproduction as well. Indian musicians views music as a gateway to
the godship and thus participates in swarasadhana (tone culture) throughout
singing or playing. He is so absorbed by his activity that his character is
completely apparent from his setting and fuses into ‘Nadabrahma. ‘“The solo
character of our musical instrument is solely unique. There are since no sets
or prewritten compositions in Indian Classical Music. Of the instrumentalist
himself is the composer and is free of the limits of an exposition of a raga
to handle the medium of his choosing. Eminent musicians have recently
attempted, in the manner of western orchestral compositions, to use Indian
instruments in a group to create an orchestral effect but have not been
extraordinarily successful (Chakraborty 2017). Most instruments in a group
sound small and ineffectual, because only the arrangement and arrangements
are to be played in solo and thus not able to have the musical influence
they like. Musical instruments have played an important role in the history and
growth of Indian Classical Music. A large overview of Indian Instrumental
Music history and development is available. To comprehend this large
representation, an effort was made to separate it frequently based on
cycles of time, middle and present like old, mediaeval, and modern times.
Khassi (of Mone-Khmer descent), Garos (of Tibetan and Burmand
origin), and Jaintias, considered to come from Southeast Asia, are each one of
the major ethnic groups of Meghalaya and their own distinctive practises
and cultural traditions. The popular characteristic in all three cultures is their
matrilineal scheme, which is used by the mother from which the family lineage
is extracted. Meghalaya people are famous for their hospitality, pleasure,
and friendliness. The Khasi claim that their religion is offered to God and that it
is founded on the faith of one supreme God. The founder ‘U BleiNongthaw’
is a human who has a sublime religion and an immense love of life. He
knows life is the best blessing of God, and in the future, he will have to take
account again. The Jaintias and Khasis have the same faith, but they
are influenced more frequently by Hinduism. It is superstitious that Jam, like
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the KhasiThlen, is a malicious spirit that brings its controller wealth and
sicknesses or their victim’s death. Garos trust in one sole Maker, Rabuga,
who is the world’s maintainer and chief. The other ghosts are the True
Creator members (Fauji 2001). Sacrifices are created to please the ghosts
linked to Garo’s farm life but never adored. The headman is representative
of the village and is morally responsible. However, several Khasi, Garo and
Jaintia have been Christian, and in the Meghalayas you can see many
churches and temples, mosques, gurudwaras, and monasteries. KaPemblang
Nongrem Dance, a five-day religious festival of the Khasis, is held annually
in the Smit village, 11 km from Shillong. The second week of April is Shad
Sukmyysieum, another Khasis Festival. Bahdienkhlam, Jaintia’s biggest
and most vibrant festival, is held annually in October-November in Jowai
Jaintia Hills. Bangladesh is held in July for a week to celebrate the Garos’
Saljong. The overwhelming Christian community of the state enjoys Christmas.
The rhythm and dance abode are Meghalaya. The dances are related to
festivals and seasons and must be celebrated during the year. Most dances
are ceremonial, educational, pastoral, funeral, and leisure. The sound of
flawless pace, beautiful singing, and classical music reverberates on the
ground. Musical-instruments are important to themselves. You are used to
dancing, musical music, displays and devotional actions. Instrument playing
varies by time and position.

2. Folk Musical Instruments of Meghalaya

In their religious rituals, holidays, marriages, and other festivities,
the Meghalaya people use different kinds of musical instruments. In dance,
singing, piety gathering, and other public presentations, Meghalaya musical
instruments are used. The Meghalaya music is distinguished by traditional
instruments, folk songs, and music (Govinda 2000). With many Punk Music
Artists, the State of Meghalaya has also a flair for western music. The
organ plays a significant role, and the music is an essential part of the
Northeast. In the area, you can find many ingenious musical instruments.

Some of them are as follows:

Except for Garo, contemporary musical instruments, and songs,
Garos’ music is traditional. In general, the traditional musical instruments of
Garo can be grouped into four categories (Harsh 2013).

A) ldiophones: Self-resonant and resonant materials — Kakwa, Nanggilsi,

Guridomik, and Kamaljakmora, gong of all sorts, Rangkilding, Nogri,
Rangbong, etc.
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B) Aero phone: The tone of a wind instrument that vibrates in a
pipe when blown— Adil, Singga, Sanai, Kal, Bolbijak, lllep or lllip,
Olongna, Tarabeng, Imbanggi, Akok or Dakok, Bangsi rosi, Tilara or
Taragaku, Bangsi mande, Otekra, Wa’'ppe or Wa’pek.

C) Chordophone: Stringed Musical instrument — Sarenda, Dotrong,
Chigring, Dimchrang or Kimjim, Gongmima or Gonggna.

D) Membranophone: which are spread over a frame with skins or
membranes — Ambengdama, Chisakdama, Atong dama, Garaganching
dama, Ruga and Chibok dama, Dual-matchi dama, Nagra, Kram etc.

3. A Description of some famous musical instruments of Garo
Community:

3.1. Kram

It has a drum smaller than a Dama. It is made from wood and
cowhide covered at the ends. On one side, the Kram is bigger and on the
other side it taperes much thinner. They are only seen on solemn occasions,
such as funerals and some annual religious events, While the Duma is still
used. The Kram cannot be separated from the house of the owner except
during such serious times or the Garos is feared to inflict any misfortune.

Figure 1

Kram Musical Instrument

3.2. Dama

It has a long, thick drum that’s the thickest in the midst and shrimps
on either end. It can be 4 to 5 metres long and consists of timber. A
cylindrical bifacial wooden drum. Both faces are skin covered, laced with
red belts. Golden and red colors, light. Has been horizontally suspended
from the neck and both hands played. Used by tribes from the Meghalayan
hilly regions.
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Figure 2

Dama Musical Instrument

3.3. Nagra

It is a fantastic drum made of cowhides filled with pot of barrels. It is
just to be beaten to call people for a festive or entertainment rally in Nokma’s
home. The Nagra is a holy property and as such can be owned by the
Nokmas only; it cannot be removed from the Nokma building. The Garos
claim that if Nagra is taken out of the house of Nokma, the disaster is likely
to visit the founders. The Nagra can only be defeated by its owner or a
partnership, and not by someone else.
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Figure 3

Nagara Musical Instruments

3.4. Gongmina or Jew's Harp

The Jew harp consists of an approximately 4 cm long, half inch
high, fine slit of bamboo. It is so sliced that the middle of the brief with just
one end flows down a small tongue. One end of a little string is tied to the
Jew’s harp and a little handle is connected to the other end. It is positioned
between the thumb and forefinger of the left hand so that it touches the
tooth, and the cord is fastened with a sharp pull of the right handle.

3.5. The Trumpets

In the accompaniment of the drums, there are two types of Garo
trumpet.

a) Adil - It is a thin, bamboo-mouthed trumpet built with a buffalo
horn on top of it. It takes about six inches.

b) Singga - It is literally the entire horn of the buffalo and only two to
three times a breath can create the sound.

3.6. The flutes

Any Garo flute is made from only bamboo. They are not painted or
registered.
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a) Otokra - It is a large bamboo flute with a diameter of around 3
feet and 1 inch with just 2 holes.

b) lllongma - It has a tiny three-step bamboo flute.

c) Bangsi - The flute is slightly smaller than other notes.

d) Imbingi - It's another kind of flute shaped from a small bamboo
fragment, closed on one end and open on the other. The exterior hard
cover of the bamboo, leaving the soft white section underneath, is pooled.
The mouthpiece is a half-inch square opening from the top of the closed
end. A slight slip or tongue is cut from the mouthpiece downward through
the top surface of the stripped bamboo, by cutting them down to about half
an inch on both sides.

e) Dakok- It has a Flute Longest.

3.7. Rang or Gongs

The Rangs and gongs are brass, brass, or basin covers. They are
used by the Garos for different purposes. The dances and festivals are played
as musical instruments. They are often seen as a gold deposit, when the
wealth and social status of an individual is defined by the amount of rank
that you wear. Before the cremation, a dead Nokma is put on the line. The
coupable needs to pay the fine in Rangs in the event of court disputes.
These gongs have age significance.

3.8. Cymbals

The Garos are found in two styles of cymbals. The following are they.

a) Kakwa - This is a rather similar cymbal to that which the Hindus
use in the plains.

b) Nenggilsi - It's less than the first cymbal. It looks like two little brass
cups. These cymbals are used in tune with another instrument by striking
each other.

There are other instruments besides those played by the Garos.
Different drums such as Kynphong, Naila, and Padiah are available. Normally
they are circular, but several are angled on their heads like a cucumber in
the middle. Having adequately dried and oiled, the wood frame is hallowed
by chopping oak, the heads are left bare and then covered with skin pads.
In both cases, these drums are hanged from the two sides of the shoulder
to the chest with a wire and the drummer beats his head with his hand. Like
drums, the harps are distinct, like Singdiengphong, a simple harp that is built
on eight strings from the soft bamboo of the bark and reeds of bamboo.
Diengphong is done as a song or tune accompaniment.
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1. Natik: Small accompaniment drum

2. Dimchang/Kimjim: Flat instrument made of bamboo
3. Chengchap: Cymbals

4. Chigring: Stump of bamboo with strings.

5. Serenda: It is a violin type of instrument.

4. A Description of some famous musical instruments of Khasi
and Jaintia Community:

Music is an essential part of Khasi existence, and whatever it lacks
in the formal refinement of existing schools and types of music; in skillful
rendering it constitutes simplicity, elegance, and a certain complexity. Music in
Khasi Life-every birth-to-death festival and ceremony is loaded with music
and dance (Mukherjee 2005). The natural sounds enmeshed in the songs
can be heard the buzz of bees, the cries of birds, the cry of a wild animal,
the gurgling of a creek. One of the essential types of Khasi music is the
‘phawar,” which is more like a ‘chant’ than a song and is mostly written on-
the-spot, impromptu, to accommodate the moment. Other music styles include
past ballads & lines, famous heroes’ deeds, and martyr lamentations. Moreover,
fascinating are Khasi musical instruments (Ksing Shynrang, Ksing Kynthei)
because they support the dance and tune. It uses flutes and drums of
different kinds. The ubiquitous drum plays the most prolific position. Not
only do drums have the festival rhythm, but they are also used to ‘invite’
people to the gathering (Orcher 2005). "Tangmuri" (a form of flageolet);
"Shaw Shaw" (Cymbals); percussion instruments of different kinds,
including "Nakra" (Big Drum) and "Ksing Padiah" (small drum); "Besli" (flute
for "solo" recitals) and a number of other wind instruments such as
"Sharati", "Shyngwiang" (sad or joyful for various occasions); the "Duitara"
(a stringed instrument played with a wooden string); Today the "Spanish
Guitar" is more popular and is commonly used for both seasonal and
general entertainment occasions.

People of Jaintia are rich in their traditional patrimony. The customs,
poetry, dances, art, and crafts of the Jaintia tribe are reflected in their
culture. The tribe is known for their creative weaving, woodcarving, cane,
and bamboo. This is the tribe’s primary trade, as well. They are also known
for weaving carpets and silk and producing musical instruments, jewelry,
and articles from pineapple fibres. This district's residents are fond of
music. The Pnar people expressed their praise by music for rivers, hills,
valleys, land, etc. Ramynthei, duitara, ksing / nakra, ramynken, shawiang,
tangmuri, etc are traditional musical instruments (Zakir 2011).
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Some Traditional Musical Instruments of Khasi and Jaintia:

1. Beslie: It is a Bamboo Flute.

2. Tangmuri: Clarinet

3. Duitara: Guitar-like musical instrument with muga strings.

4. Ksing/Nakra: Drums were applied on numerous occasions.

5. Dymphong: Flat instrument made of bamboo.

6. Maryngod

7. Marngthing

8. Padiah: Small drums with fine sticks to beat.

9. Singthap: Beat side drums with a stick on one side and hands on

the other side.

10. Tanglod: Bamboo Flute

11. Ksing Kynthei: The drum was only reserved for women performers.
Applying Wax on one hand

12. Shaw Shaw: Cymbals

13. Sharati: Used flute at death ceremony.

Figure 4

Khasi Musical Instruments

4.1. Duitara - Duitara is a two-stringed, religious guitar-like musical
instrument. It is the traditional Meghalayan Khasis and Jaintias musical
instrument. Composed of sturdy hard wood, you can play Duitara with a
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wooden pick. It has 4 holes at the top, mounted to keep the string in tune
with wooden pegs. The Duitara body is coated with animal skin.

Figure 5

Duitara

4.2. Ksing Shynrang: A cylindrical bifacial wooden body bound by
parchment and laced by leather straps to the body. Rings of iron are
threaded into the drum tuning braces. Your right cheek is bigger than your
left one. The tiny face played with a stick, and the bigger left face played
with a fist. It is used by the Khasi culture of Jaintia hills in a religious dance
festival called "Ka Shad Nong Krim."

4.3. Ksing-Phong: Fifteen tubes of bamboo bound together, about
two feet tall. The skin of the bamboo sticks is isolated from the body and
discarded. Between the skin and the sticks on both corners are two
bamboo sticks and two long sticks in the middle. Kept with a fist and hit with
a hammer, with the other fist rhythmically. Used in Khasi of Jaintia hills and
neighbouring areas in religious and festival dances.

4.4. Tangmuri: The tangmuri is a double-edged conical bore wind
musical instrument used in the north-eastern region of India by the
Meghalaya state’s Hynniew Trep people. The tangmuri is used by musicians
playing for folk dances and other local ceremonies such as cremations
performed according to the indigenous faith, Niam Khasi. When played by
the musician, the tangmuri delivers a very high-pitched sound. The
instrument consists of a twisted conical-bore wooden chanter, approximately
20 cm long, with seven finger holes on the front, and a separate flared
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twisted 15 cm long wooden bell connected by a push-fit to the chanter. The
double-edged tube is connected to a thin conical-bore metal tube ¢.3 cm
long, woven with thread to keep it in place in the chanter.

Figure 6

-

Tangmuri Musical Instrument

4.5. Sharati: This Flute was used during the ritual of burial. Another
flute is the sharati, with some eight major holes. Her noisha is twisted slightly.

4.6. Tanglod: It is a Flute of Bamboo. Tanglod is a flute with both
noisha and reading attached to it.

4.7. Beslie: It is a Flute of Bamboo. Besli is a pipe that is reduced
from a thin bamboo cut in between the two sides, the bark is properly
scrapped with six or seven holes drilled into its surface and is much like the
eight-hole chuwiang.

4.8. The Trumpets
Two styles of trumpet are played. Ronsing and Turoi are primarily
trumpets.
a) Ronsing is a naturally bended horn of a buffalo, the interior is
hallowed, and a small opening is made on both sides.
b) Turoi is a trumpet with a broad rim made of solid brass with further
elongated bends upward.
There are few cymbals in which the Kynshaw consists of two
smooth copper plates (with several markings and markings gravitated on its
surface). The Majra is made of brass with two curved or pointed surfaces.
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They are played at large dances by smashing them together with drums
and flutes.

4.9. Bom: A single large kettle drum started out, chiseled from soft
oak. With the aid of leather belts, the broad mouth covered with thick hide
attached. Playing with two sticks and padding. Typically used in public
advertisements, called "Pyrta Shnong" and used in Meghalaya dance festivals.

4.10. Mieng: A bamboo harp made of Jews. In the middle, a
vibrating tongue is cut off. Firmly held between the lips and plucked by
fingertips with one hand. The mouth is behaving as a resonator. It is used
by Meghalaya and adjacent cowherds and shepherds.

4.11. Khasi tribe guitars: It is played like a sitar. It is made of
wood. The structure of this guitar is a little bigger than our acoustic guitar
and Hindustani Slide guitar. This guitar is played in various orchestras in
Meghalaya.

Figure 7

Khasi Tribe Guitar

4.12. Khasi tribe violins: This instrument is a famous instrument of
Meghalaya. It is made of wood. It is played by both hands. Used by tribes
of hilly areas of Meghalaya. This violin is played in various festivals, puja,
and orchestras in Meghalaya.
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Figure 8

Khasi Tribe Violin

4.13. Serja: It is a type of instrument used by the Bodos which has
four strings and a small bow made of bamboo strips is traditionally played.
The bow string is made of a small bunch of hairs from the tail of a horse.
The log of Sijou (Euphorbia spledens) is the best known for making Serja.

Figure 9

Serja Musical Instrument

4.14. Kum Dang Dong: It is a Ektara like musical instrument. It is
used in religious dance festivals, various orchestras of Khasi community of
Jaintia hills.
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Figure 10

Kum Dang Dong

4.15. Marynthing: The Marynthing is an ancient, single-string string
instrument. It is used as an instrument for a drone. Another five-stringed
Marynthing was also demonstrated. It is used in the Khasi Culture of Jaintia
Hills religious dance festival.

4.16. Saranga: It is a string musical instrument. It is made of wood.

The people of Tiwa Community play this instrument. It is used in the religious
dance festivals of Tiwa community.

Figure 11

Serja, Kum Dang Dong, Marynthing and Saranga
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5. Conclusion

Meghalaya Instrumental Music likewise should broaden its frame of
reference and acquaint new structures to staying up with the effect of
technological turns of events. Meghalaya Instrumental Music has its own
basics which depend on earlier examinations of the contemporary craftsmen
of that time. This unrest has additionally energized new trials in various parts
of Meghalaya Instrumental Music. New examinations bring about the
development of new idea designs, new practices, new structures, and better
approaches to act. These angles have been shrouded in the exploration work
while talking about arrangement and combination music in a performing
perspective and creation of new instruments in assembling parts of Meghalaya
Instrumental Music.
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DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN'’S SINGING VOICE

ANDREA ASZTALOS'

SUMMARY. The purpose of this paper is to present which are the most
common children’ singing voice production problems and to demonstrate
what role it is the posture, articulation, breathing, movements, imaginations
and vocal warm-ups in correction of children’s vocal production problems.
The research methods used included observations and self-studies. 100
school children participated in this study. This research identified five key
vocal production problems: 1. singing exclusively in the chest register;
2. “compressed” singing voice; 3. “too airy” or “veiled” voice; 4. “skinny” voice;
5. out-of-tune singing. The reasons for and the characteristics of several
different kinds of vocal production issues and several remedial exercises
for them are described in this paper.

Keywords: children, development, singing ability, singing voice, vocal
problems

Background

The Kodaly Concept of Music Education is a way of developing
musical skills and teaching musical concepts beginning in very young children.
Its methodology utilizes folk songs, Curwen hand signs, illustrations, movable-
do, sol-fa, and rhythm symbols and syllables. It was first introduced in Hungary
but is now used in many countries, either alone or in combination with other
approaches. The voice is the main musical instrument of this way of teaching.
In Kodaly’s own words, singing connected with movement and action is a
much more ancient—and, at the same time—more complex phenomenon
than is a simple song. Various rhythm and tonal instruments are also used,
including simple xylophones and recorders. Although Kodaly instruction is
sequential, the materials used in teaching musical concepts vary depending on

" Department of Music Education, Juhasz Gyula Faculty of Education, University of Szeged,
Szeged, Hungary, Assistant Professor, E-mail: asztalos.andrea@szte.hu
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the age of the student. The general sequence may be simplified as: listen —
sing — understand — read and write — create.?

We should first learn to love music as human sound and as a life-
enriching experience. Kodaly addressed the efficacy of teaching singing
before teaching an instrument. The voice is the most natural instrument and
one which every person possesses. Kodaly called singing “the essence” of
this concept. Singing is a powerful means of musical expression. What we
produce by ourselves is better learned; and there is a stronger feeling of
success and accomplishment. Learning through singing should precede
instrumental training because it is in the child’s best interest to understand
the basics of reading music before beginning the difficult task of learning
the technique of an instrument. Singing best develops the inner musical ear. If
we ourselves sing often, this provides a deep experience of happiness in
music. Through our own musical activities, we learn to know the pulsation,
rhythm, and shape of melody. Such enjoyment encourages the study of
instruments and listening to other pieces of music as well.?

In the classroom we can encourage singing for enjoyment and at
the same time promote correct intonation and proper singing tone. The
instructor’'s vocal example can significantly improve students’ singing and
the development of good vocal intonation. Young voices have less volume,
less endurance, and naturally higher ranges than adult voices. The adult
instructor must modify his or her voice to accommodate this. A cappella
singing will allow children to hear their own voices and enjoy active music
making. Kodaly addressed the importance of a cappella singing in the
music classroom as well as in choral rehearsals and performances. Kodaly
believed that music should belong to everyone and not just to a musical
elite. It is the right of every citizen to be taught the basic elements of music,
to be handed the key with which he can enter the locked world of music. To
open the ear and heart of millions to serious music is a great thing.*

Development of Singing Ability

The foundations of singing development originate in the auditory
and affective experiences of the developing foetus during the final months of
gestation, particularly in relation to the earliest perception of melodic variations
in the mother’s voice. As the mother speaks or sings, the prosodic features of
her voice (melody and rhythm) are conveyed to the developing foetus by

2 Kodaly, Zoltan. Hungarian Music Education. In F. Bonis (Ed.), The Selected Writings of Zoltan
Kodaly. London: Boosey & Hawkes (Original work published 1945) 1974, pp. 152-156.

3 Kodaly, Zoltan. Who is a good musician. In F. Bonis (Ed.), The Selected Writings of Zoltan
Kodaly. London: Boosey & Hawkes (Original work published 1953) 1974, pp. 193-196.

4 Kodaly, Zoltan. Hungarian Music Education. In F. Bonis (Ed.), The Selected Writings of Zoltan
Kodaly. London: Boosey & Hawkes (Original work published 1945) 1974, pp. 152-156.
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the sound waves that transfer through her body tissue and that also are
reflected from surfaces in her immediate environment. At the same time,
the mother’s affective state as she speaks, or sings is encoded hormonally
in her bloodstream through neuroendocrine activity. This emotional state is
believed to be experienced by the foetus relatively concomitantly with the sound
of the mother’s voice because of an interfacing of the foetal and maternal
bloodstreams.> The outcome is an interweaving of acoustic (prosodic/melodic)
and emotional experiences pre-birth that are likely to underpin the developing
infant’s subsequent interactions post-birth with the sounds of the maternal
culture. For example, our ability to determine particularly strong emotions in
vocal behaviors in speech and singing. 7 2 Is likely to originate in these
earliest dual-channel (acoustic-affect) experiences and, arguably, to create a
certain bias towards the association of particular vocal timbres with positive
and negative feelings. (termed “emotional capital™) Six-month old, for example,
exhibit endocrine (cortisol) changes after listening to their mothers singing'®
becoming calmed when upset and more alert when sleepy.

The common roots of singing and speaking are the nonverbal
vocalizations of the infant, which are an immediate expression of his-her
basic feelings. Parents intuitively tune in to the child’s noises to establish
communication with the infant. These child-directed vocalizations are called
“motherese” and can be seen as a prelinguistic alphabet.’” These vocalized
communications represent at the same time prelinguistic and premusical
means of expressions.

The earliest vocal behavior is crying. It contains all, of the ingredients
of subsequent vocalization, including singing, with variations in intensity
and pitch, as well as rhythmic patterning and phrasing.'? Usually by the age
of two months, cooing and vowel-like sounds are already in evidence and
being shaped by the maternal culture.'® Aspects of “musical babbling” that

5 Welch, G. F. Singing as communication. In D. Miell, R. MacDonald & D. J. Hargreaves
(Eds.), Musical Communication. New York: Oxford University Press. 2005a, pp.239-259.
Johnstone, T., & Scherer, K.R. Vocal communication of emotion. In M. Lewis & J.M.
Haviland-Jones (Eds.), Handbook of emotions. New York: Guildford Press. 2000, pp. 220-235.
Sundberg, J. Emotive transforms. Phonetica, 57, 2000, pp. 95-112.

Nawrot, E.S. The perception of emotional expression in music: evidence from infants,

children and adults. Psychology of Music, 31(1), 2003, pp. 75-92.

® Welch, G. F. Singing as communication. In D. Miell, R. MacDonald & D. J. Hargreaves
(Eds.), Musical Communication. New York: Oxford University Press. 2005a, pp. 239-259.

0 Trehub, S.E. Musical predispositions in infancy. In R. J. Zatorre & I. Peretz (Eds.), The
Biological Foundations of Music (Vol. 930). New York: Annals of the New York Academy
of Sciences. 2001, pp. 1-16.

" Papousek, H. ,Musicality in infancy research: Biological and cultural origins of early
musicality”. In |. Deliége & J. A. Sloboda (Eds), Musical beginings: Origins and development
of musical competence. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 1996, pp. 37-55.

2 VVihman, M.M. Phonological development. Oxford: Blackwell. 1996.

3 Ruzza, B., Rocca, F., Boero, D.L., & Lenti, C. Investigating the musical qualities of early
infant sounds. In G. Avanzini, C. Faienza, D. Minciacchi, L. Lopez, & M. Majno (Eds.),
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contain definite musical features, such as pitch and rhythmic patterns, are
also generally apparent from two months onwards.' Their incidence and
quality appear to be related positively to the amount of time devoted to daily
singing behaviors by the mother the greater the amount of maternal
singing, the increased likelihood of earlier musical babbling. By the age of
three to four months, the infant is, able to imitate his mother’'s exaggerated
prosodic contours that characterize infant-mother interaction.’® Vocal play
emerges around the ages of four to six months.'® By the age of one year,
infants are sufficiently cued into the language of the maternal culture for
elements to be reflected in their own vocalizations.

A few authors agree on the fact that most of these melodic contours
consist of descending glissando figures after the first 3 or 4 months of life."”
Papousek'® describes four different types of melodic contours of vocalization in
early childhood (descending, ascending - descending, ascending and complex,
and repeated ascending and descending), the frequency of which depends
on the age of the infant and the situational context. Descending contours
prevail in the first months of life, but later the melodic contours become
more varied, and the proportion of other contours increases.

The first year of life is characterized by a shaping of the infant’s vocal
production through interaction with the acoustic characteristics of maternal
culture. Parents, for example, typically employ rich musical properties when
interacting with infants: they speak and sing at higher pitch levels, use a
wider pitch range, longer pauses, often at a slower rate, and use smooth,
simple, but highly modulated intonation contours.™ 20 2! In general, the first
year of life is characterized by increasingly diverse vocal activity. The first

The neurosciences and music (Vol. 999). New York: Annals of the New York Academy of
Sciences. 2003, pp. 527-529.

4 Tafuri, J., & Villa, D. Musical elements in the vocalisations of infants aged 2 to 8 months.
British Journal of Music Education, 19(1), 2002, pp. 73-88.

5 Masataka, N. Pitch characteristics of Japanese maternal speech to infants. Journal of
Child Language 19, 1992, pp. 213-223.

6 Papousek, M. Intuitive parenting: a hidden source of musical stimulation in infancy. In
I. Deliege & J. Sloboda (Eds.), Musical Beginnings. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
1996, pp. 88-112.

7 Fox, D. B. An analysis of the pitch characteristics of infant vocalizations. Psychomusicology, 9,
1990, pp. 21-30.

8 Papousek, M. Vom ersten Schrei zum ersten Wort. Anfénge der Sprachentwicklung in der
vorsprachlichen Kommunikation. Bern: Huber. 1994.

9 Thurman, L., & Welch, G.F. (Eds.). Bodymind and Voice: Foundations of Voice Education.
Revised Edition. lowa City, lowa: National Center for Voice and Speech. 2000.

20 Welch, G. F. The musical development and education of young children. In B. Spodek &
O. Saracho (Eds.), Handbook of Research on the Education of Young Children. Mahwah,
N.J.: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Inc. 2005b, pp. 251-267.

21 Welch, G.F. Singing and Vocal Development. In: G. McPherson (Ed.), The Child as
Musician, New York: Oxford University Press. 2006, pp.311-329.
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vocalizations of infancy, with their communication of affective state (discomfort
and distress, then also comfort and distress), are expanded to include quasi
melodic features (2-4 months), developing vocal control (4-7 months), with
vocal pitch behaviors that are directly linked to the prosodic features of the
mother tongue. By the end of the first year of life, it becomes possible to
separate singing and speaking in the preverbal vocalizations of most children.
Children themselves experiment with the voice and seem to try out its range
and possibilities in “vocal play”.??

It is possible to understand vocal play in Piagetian terminology as a
kind of sensorimotor play. This kind of behavior typically appears between
the 12th and the 18th month of life. The two fundamental cognitive processes
that underlie vocal play and imitation are assimilation and accommodation.?
Accommodation takes place when children are trying to adapt their imagination
and vocal expression to a given model such as the phrase of a song.
Assimilation occurs when children receive new information (a new melody)
and integrate it into an already-existing schema.

Another kind of singing was characterized by Dowling?* as an
articulation of syllables with vowels that are slightly prolonged and appear
on stable pitches. The author also observed a sequential organization of the
song, referring to more, or less stabilized tonal patterns. According to Dowling,
the first actual singing can be observed between the 6th and the 18th month
of life. At first, these glissando-like improvisations on single syllables occupy
only a narrow pitch range. Later they turn into recognizable songs, often with a
sequential organization of the sounds. Thus, a typical song of an 18-month-
old-child consists of a frequently repeated phrase with a steady melodic contour
at a continuously changing level of pitch. The song is quite often interrupted by
breathing; however, its rhythmic scheme usually remains within the phrase
and sometimes even stretches over several phrases. These songs are often
derived from the rhythm of spoken language.

In their second year of life, children are, able to sing single short
phrases of a song, frequently turning them into spontaneous improvisations
and repeating them quite often.?> Microtonal figures in spontaneous singing
slowly make way for more accurate intervals, resulting in an overall impression

22 gtadler Elmer, S. Kinder singen Lieder: Uber den Prozess der Kultivierung des vokalen
Ausdrucks. Munster: Waxmann. 2002.

23 Stadler Elmer, S. Kinder singen Lieder: Uber den Prozess der Kultivierung des vokalen
Ausdrucks. Minster: Waxmann. 2002.

24 Dowling, W. J. The development of music perception and cognition. In D. Deutsch (Ed.),
The Psychology of Music, 2nd Edition, London: Academic Press.1999, pp. 603-625.

25 Gembris, H. The development of musical abilities. In: Colwell, R. (Eds): MENC handbook
of musical cognition, Oxford University Press, New York, 2006.
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that is clearly related to the diatonic system.?® Between the ages of 3 and 4,
children combine different songs and song fragments into something like a
medley. They can repeat songs they hear and increase phrase contour of
the presented song by trial and error. Other researchers observed that
children could reproduce all, of the lyrics, the main rhythms, also the formal
segments of a song starting at the age of 4.%”

Singing development in preschool is characterized by an increasing
interaction with the sounds of the previously experienced maternal culture.
This interaction is reflected in a mosaic of different singing behaviors that
are evidenced between the ages of one and five years. They relate to the
young child’s inquisitive, playful, creative, and spontaneous nature as they
engage with and make sense of their “local” musical world. The variety of
vocalizations includes: two-year-old’ repetition of brief phrases with identifiable
rhythmic and melodic contour patterns?®, three-year-old’ vocal interplay
between spontaneous improvisation and selected elements from the dominant
song culture, which are termed “potpourri” songs?®, and “outline songs™® in
which the nature of the figurative shape of the sung melodic contour (its
“schematic” contour) is thought to reflect the current level of the young
child’s understanding of tonal relationships.3"

According to Stadler®?, the different concurrent theoretical approaches
to the development of singing can be categorized into three groups. The first
group comprises the speech-dominated theories of sequence. The principal
argument here is that songs are learned in a certain order, namely, lyrics,
rhythm, melody contour/phrases, precise intervals.3® 34 35 A second group

26 Moog, H. The musical experience of the pre-school child. (trans. C. Clarke). Schott,
London, 1976.

27 Shuter-Dyson, R, Gabriel, C. The psychology of musical ability. London: Methuen. 1981.

28 Dowling, W. J. The development of music perception and cognition. In D. Deutsch (Ed.),
The Psychology of Music, 2nd Edition. Academic Press, London, 1999, pp. 603-625.

2% Moog, H. (1976). The musical experience of the pre-school child. (trans. C. Clarke).
London: Schott.

30 Hargreaves, D.J. The development of artistic and musical competence. In I. Deliege &
J. Sloboda (Eds.), Musical Beginnings. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 1996, pp. 145-170.

31 Davidson, L. Songsinging by young and old: a developmental approach to music. In
R. Aiello with J. Sloboda (Eds.), Musical Perceptions. New York: Oxford University Press,
1994, pp. 99-130.

32 Stadler, S. Spiel und Nachahmung: Uber die Entwicklung der elementaren musikalischen
Aktivitdten. Aarau: Nepomuk, 2000.

33 Hargreaves, D. J. The developmental psychology of music. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1986.

34 Moog, H. The musical experience of the pre-school child. (trans. C. Clarke). London: Schott,
1976.

35 Welch, G.F., White, P. ,The developing voice Education and vocal efficiency — A physical
perspective”. Council for Research in Music Education, Bull. no. 119, 1994, pp. 146-156.
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consists of explanations that implicate the order of intervals. Here intervals
or successions of notes appear developmentally in a specific and unreversible
succession, namely, first the fifth, followed by the third and fourth and then
the sixth. This theory assumes innate structures that are supposedly based
on the acoustical properties of the harmonic series.*® The third group could
be labeled contour theories. Proponents of this approach advance the notion
that the learning process begins with the melodic contour and that pitch and
tonality follow. Learning to sing is thus assumed to proceed from global to
more local features. According to Davidson’s theory of contour schemata®’, the
development of a contour schema starts with a falling third into which the other
intervals are placed. The contour schema will then expand with the child’s
age: at first to a fourth and up to a sixth, which is mastered by the age of
around 6 or 7. One author suggests the following course of development.38

1. Early beginnings; vocalizations as the expression of an infant’s basic
feelings.

Shifted imitations; development of rituals and extended vocal play.
Imitation without understanding of rules and inventing of arbitrary rules.
Generalization of examples; ability to sing larger units.

Implicit integration of conventional rules into actions; increasing control
of one’s own singing.

Beginning reflecting on one’s own actions, means, symbols and
terms; use of notation for the production and reproduction of music.

akwhn

o

Children’s singing voices are unique in their own way, differing from
adult singing voices in terms of vocal timbre, range, and expression. Young
voice has less volume, less endurance, and naturally higher ranges than
adult voices. Prior to puberty, boys and girls have vocal mechanisms that
are similar in size and structure. This results in young boys having a similar
vocal range as young girls, and sometimes even sing higher than girls.

Children will have acquired the singing range of an octave with all its
steps once they are 6 or 7 years old.3® 40 Although they still might miss
certain pitches, this does not mean they are unable to recognize the pitches.

36 Metzler, F. Strukturen kindlicher Melodik. Psychologische Beitrdge, 7, 1962, pp. 218-284.

37 Davidson, L. Songsinging by young and old: a developmental approach to music. In R.
Aiello with J. Sloboda (Eds.), Musical Perceptions. New York: Oxford University Press,
1994, pp. 99-130.

38 Stadler Elmer, S. Kinder singen Lieder: Uber den Prozess der Kultivierung des vokalen
Ausdrucks. Minster: Waxmann, 2002.

3% Davidson, L. Song singing by young and old: a developmental approach to music. In R.
Aiello with J. Sloboda (Eds.), Musical Perceptions. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994,
pp. 99-130.

40 Minkenberg, H. Das Musikerleben von Kindern im Alter von fiinf bis zehn Jahren. Frankfurt:
Peter Lang, 1991.
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The vocal reasons for children’s singing problems may be:

e respiratory diseases (acute or chronic respiratory diseases, allergies,
asthma, pseudo-croup, persistent coughing)

e the absence of singing practice, which results in no interaction between
hearing (auditory) and vocal organs*!

e imitation of bad singing exemplars (e.g., imitating the voice of some
pop singers who are singing with pressure, vocal pressing or a nasal,
hoarse voice)

¢ “high breathing" with its consequences of breathing too loudly; taking
too little of a breath, or a separate breath for a very short motive; high
larynx

e singing in too low of a register

o starting with too aggressive phonation

e arough, hoarse, and pressed voice*?

The harmonious relationship between hearing, brain function, and
the development of the vocal organs plays a central role in voice production. If
proper coordination is not established between these three areas, there are
errors and disturbances in voice production.*3

The development of the ability to sing comes to an end around the
age of 8 years. Generally, by this time children are, able to sing a song
correctly. This ability remains at this level unless music instruction and practice
follow. As always, however, a broad range of inter-individual differences are
observable. The singing abilities of untrained adults are not much different
from those of 8 to 10-years-old children.34 45 46

Until now, no research has been carried out to study: 1) which kinds
of children’s voice production problems exist, how to group them, what their
characteristics are; and 2) what sorts of developmental activities can
effectively improve the various types of children’s singing voice production
problems.

41 Nitzsche, N. Die Pflege der Kinder-, und Jugendstimme. Mainz: Schott, 1970.

42 Mohr, A. Handbuch der Kinderstimmbildung. Mainz: Schott, 2013.

43 Mohr, A. Handbuch der Kinderstimmbildung. Mainz: Schott, 2013.

44 Davidson, L. Song singing by young and old: a developmental approach to music. In R. Aiello
with J. Sloboda (Eds.), Musical Perceptions. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994, pp. 99-
130.

45 Minkenberg, H. Das Musikerleben von Kindern im Alter von fiinf bis zehn Jahren. Frankfurt:
Peter Lang, 1991.

46 Stadler Elmer, S. Kinder singen Lieder: Uber den Prozess der Kultivierung des vokalen
Ausdrucks. Minster: Waxmann, 2002
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Aims

The purpose of this paper is to present the different problems of
children’s vocal production and to demonstrate how we may correct them
while developing the quality of children’s singing in primary school.

Participants

100 primary school children participated in the observation phase of
this study. In Hungary, children attend primary school from 6 through 14
years of age, therefore primary school education lasts for 8 years. Further,
10 primary school children (4 and 5" graders) participated in the self-study
and 260 primary school music teachers filled out the questionnaire. Semi-
structured interviews were done with 5 proficient music teachers / choral
conductors.

Methods

The research methods employed were observations and self-studies.
Data were analyzed using qualitative and quantitative analysis protocols.
Aim of the observations were:

e to reveal, observe and examine primary school children’s vocal
production problems.

The observation phase lasted for five years. Observation criteria were
the children’s posture, breathing, articulation, and vocal sound production
while singing.

The longitudinal self-study lasted for 2 years. Aims of the self-study
phase were:

e to work out how we can correct the children singing voice problems
at primary school,
e testing of developmental exercises (self-study)

Observation results

Four key concerns were found across all participants of children’s
singing voice building problems were observed:

1. singing exclusively in the chest register

2. “compressed” singing voice

3. “too airy” or “veiled” singing voice

4. out of tune singing
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Self-study results

Singing exclusively in the chest-register

The technical difference between “head voice” and “chest voice” has
to do with how vocal cords vibrate when singing. We use the terms “head”
and chest” to designate where vibrations are most strongly felt when
singing. When singing in “head voice”, the vibrations are felt behind your
nose and your cheeks. When singing in “chest voice”, vibrations are felt in
your throat and chest. When children learn to sing, they normally sing in
their chest voice and need help finding their head voice.

The reasons of this vocal problem are isolated chest-voice, full
vibration without border vibration.

The following problems seem to exist in posture, breathing, articulation
and vocal sound:

Table 1

Problems of singing exclusively in the chest-register and

correction of problems

SINGING EXCLUSIVELY IN THE CHEST-REGISTER

PROBLEMS CORRECTIONS OF PROBLEMS
posture more strained body-posture correction of body-posture
high elongated head-posture |correction of head-posture
protruded chin, mandible, relaxation of mandible
hoisted shoulders
breathing high breathing midriff activation,
deep breathing
articulation, too big mouth opening articulation exercises
lips activity singing with feeling of gape and
feeling of smile
sound too loud singing, “mezza voce”,

too low singing,

poor high tones,

voice cracks in the area of
register transition,

less elasticity,

less flexibility,

poor dynamics,

less expressive capabilities

starting from piano,

development of singing voice from
head-register

glissando exercises,

vocal exercises with following
vowels: ", “e”, (“U”, “6”), “0”, “u”
and the most conductive
consonants: “n”, “m”,’ng”, “s”.
softly singing,

singing in high register
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“Compressed” singing voice

The reasons of this vocal problem are too much breath pressing and
blow-pressing blast the vocal cords. There are following problems in
posture, in breathing, in articulation, in singing and, in vocal sound.

Table 2

Problems of “compressed” singing voice and correction of problems

“COMPRESSED” SINGING VOICE

PROBLEMS CORRECTIONS OF PROBLEMS
posture stiff, strained posture correction of body-posture
cramped neck, shoulders, hands, |correction of head-posture
elbows, and throat relaxation of mandible
strained and tense ventral- wall |relaxation of face-muscles
too raised head bodily relaxation,
high-ranking larynx small head-movements (yes-no,
hoisted shoulders right-left)
protruded chin, mandible going
shaking-movements (hand-, and
elbow-movements)
breathing inactive midriff relaxation of respiration
breath is not damed
breath flow, stream
articulation, |stare facial expression articulation exercises
lips activity
sound cramped and pressed singing voice [sing softly

poor head-voices
raspy voice

too big volume
poor flexibility

hard tone starting
register-divergence
little voice register
intonation problems

sing with movements

vocal exercises with following
vowels: “u”, “0” and the most
conductive consonants: “p”, “t",
k", 48", “m”, “n”;

sing with more head-voice

sing songs with facile and softly

characters

“Too airy”, or “veiled singing voice”

The reasons of this vocal problem are the vocal cords cannot close
complete and breathing air escapes audible. There are following problems
in posture, in breathing, in articulation, in singing and, in vocal sound:
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Table 3

Problems of too “airy” or “veiled” singing voice and correction of problems

“TOO AIRY” or “VEILED SINGING VOICE”

PROBLEMS CORRECTIONS OF PROBLEMS
posture shrunken posture straighten of body posture
body-posture activation

breathing |poor breathing support |inhale with wondering
high-breathing staccato exercises

sing with feeling of inhalation
sing with feeling of draw

articulation, |small lips activity mouth opening (long, narrow)

lips activity [poor mimic chewing movements
poor articulation articulation exercises

sound too airy vocal exercises with following vowels: “",
veiled voice “e”, “U0” and the most conductive consonants:
little voice volume “b”, “d”, “g”,’r’;

affected, dramatically singing

sing with different timbres

sing songs with more cheerful or more
verve characters

Out of tune singing

The term “tone deafness,” commonly applied to singing off key,
suggests that the cause lies in faulty perception and problems lie in
production, memory, and/or sensorimotor integration.

Those children are called "out of tune singers" who cannot sing a
melody accurately. These children suffer from a lack of functional connections
between hearing (auditory), brain processing, and vocal organ activity. In
other words, there is a coordination disorder between hearing and singing.
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Figure 1
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Vocal imitation of pitch*’
There are three types of out of tune singers:

1. “singing only in speech range”
They can “sing” only in their speech range.
They cannot perceive where the melody moves.
They cannot perceive either direction of melody or pitch of tones, so
they do not know how to sing.
They have no experience of how to produce different-pitch of tones
with their voice-forming organs. (vocal organs)

2. “false singing”
Bigger pitch changes are often perceived as minor changes and are
thus reproduced. For example: perfect fifth interval is perceived major second.

3. “singing too low”
They always sing all too low; they growl.
Some out of tune singers do not know they are singing falsely until
someone tells them this.
Coordination of the vocal organ and hearing can be taught to most
"poor-pitch singers", but this requires a lot of time, patience, experience,
and good teaching approaches.

47 Pfordresher, P. Q., & Mantell, J. T. Singing with yourself: Evidence for an inverse modeling
account of poor-pitch singing. Cognitive Psychology, 70, 2014, pp. 31-57.

51



ANDREA ASZTALOS

Correction of out of tune singing:
e body contact: the direction of the melody, the pitch differences must
be manually displayed,
e eye contact: "sing the tone in my eyes!”
e ear training exercises: low, high
e concentration exercises:
Give a pause for the thinking before reproducing, singing the given tone.
Hearing — Thinking — Singing
Buzzing exercises: from bottom to top (rocket, elevator, uphill-downhill).
imitation exercises (imitation of animal sounds)
“Tone-ball” carrying, throwing, transferring.
Find common tone, pitch.
A single exercise can be used to address multiple vocal and musical
considerations. Exercises may address matters of breath, vocal production,
vowel formation, and vocal development. Each exercise used for this particular
study is labeled with its fundamental purpose, although many functions in
several capacities. In two years, all singing problems were remediated.
Children’s singing development is both varied and multifaceted, and this
has considerable implications for teaching and assessing singing as well as
other forms of music-making that depend on singing and the quality of singing
during the school years.

Conclusions

The body needs to be balanced for students to project a beautiful
singing tone. Breathing exercises teach children to inhale and exhale
correctly. Vocal warm-up exercises and vocalizations such as encouraging
students to vocalize high and low sounds as well as soft and loud sounds
help to develop beautiful singing. A healthy childhood singing voice should
be light, smaller than adults’ voice, in the nature of the head-register, shiny,
sonorous, soaring, floaty, mobile, not veiled nor sophisticated, without pressing,
not too loud, soft in the chest register. Well-planned and efficiently executed
vocal development activities and exercises are essential for developing
good singing habits. Because the vocal cords constitute an extremely
sensitive organ, they need special care and training in order, to produce
healthy singing attributes.
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PROPOSAL OF ACTIVITIES TO UNLOCK CREATIVITY USING
REAPER SOFTWARE

ALEXANDRA BELIBOU'

SUMMARY. Using technology in a creative-based approach to music
learning is beneficial when we refer to the development of creativity as the
finality of artistic musical education. In its permanent movement, we notice
that the educational process progressively removes everything that becomes
dysfunctional outdated. Therefore, both through the act of teaching learning
and through the act of evaluation, as the blockages of any nature that
stand in the way of creativity are discovered, they can be diminished. This
article proposes musical activities that use Reaper software, which provides a
good environment for grooming students with aesthetic sensibilities that
should always accompany technical knowledge. Moreover, this article
serves as a starting point for teachers hoping to develop creativity through
music software.

Keywords: Reaper, software, creativity, music education.

Introduction

Starting from my opinion that using applications and music software
in the teaching and evaluating process helps the teacher to observe both
the process of training and development of his students' musical skills, as
well as their artistic products, this article proposes musical activities that
use Reaper software to unlock creativity.

According to the Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English,
creativity is the use of skill and imagination to produce something new or to
produce art. Regarding the concept of creativity and its connection with
music education, research has begun to focus increasingly on both the
educational process and the results obtained (Barrett, 1998; Folkestad, 1998;

" Lect. PhD, Transilvania University of Brasov, Faculty of Music, xela_lrig@yahoo.ca,
alexandra_belibou@unitbv.ro
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Morgan, 1999; Macdonald & Miell, 2000). However, analyzing and observing
the factors which affect creative music making remains one of the least
studied aspects of music education. In a 2009 study, Oscar Odena and
Graham Welch offered a generative model of teachers' thinking on musical
creativity, to develop over time, another perspective on the subject, towards
music education that encourages and develops students' creativity (Odena,
Welch, 2009).

A 2013 case study described the development of creativity in high
school students through their participation in a music technology course.
The central question on which this research was based was: “How do music
teachers and students describe the students’ development of creativity
through their participation in a music technology course?” The result of the
research was a positive one, and the author concludes that “future research
into how music technology may enhance the collaboration of creative projects
will be important’ (Nielsen, 2013). Also related to the connection between
creativity and musical technology, another research from 2013 argues that
it is necessary to find new ways to engage students in music education. As
the authors claim, “teaching with music technology provides an affordable
point of entry for nontrained music students to express their musical
sensibilities. Computer based tools have become the standard for the music
industry. We posit that music technology classes serve as an excellent
environment for creative development, offering self-awareness of one’s
creative process, experiential flow learning, and creative thinking skills”
(Rosen, Schmidt, Kim, 2013).

In his book - Using Technology to Unlock Musical Creativity,
composer and educator Scott Watson proposes a set of principals in music
education assisted by computer technology. From the classroom research
that the teacher undertook, these formulated principles are those that have
ensured success in developing creativity through ICT-based music education.
Of these, we would like to mention those for which the applications proposed
below provide a valid answer. Thus, we consider the principle that aims to
allow students to share themselves, the one that claims to use parameters
and limitations that remove distractions during activities, and finally, the
principle that proposes to facilitate improvisation (Watson, 2011, xix).

Discussion
Reaper is a digital audio workstation (DAW) software and MIDI

sequencer created by Cockos. As any DAW software, Reaper is used for
recording, editing, and producing audio files. “The term digital audio workstation
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refers to a single software application that allows for many aspects of music
production, including audio and MIDI recording, editing, and mixing” (Watson,
2011, xxv).

In the following lines, | will propose some musical activities that use
Reaper software and aim to develop creativity for students of all ages and
all levels of musical training. In the traditional sense, music education
focuses on performing music and factual knowledge about music, and less
on self-expression through music, self-knowledge, and musical creation.
The proposed activities bring a paradigm shift, without dethroning the other
objectives of music education, so they can be incorporated into classroom
music activities, but not in an exclusive way.

1. Musical collage - This is me

This activity involves individual work and refers to the creation of a
musical collage of maximum 2 minutes long, comprising a minimum of 3
distinct musical pieces (in whole or fragments). The student is invited to
present himself / herself through a collage of his / her favorite pieces of
music. This musical activity respects the principles we discussed earlier,
inviting students to share themselves in front of the group, after the collage
is ready. Moreover, the success of the activity depends largely on the
limitations and rules imposed - the total collage time and the number of
pieces that students can use. We do not consider it necessary to limit the
musical genres chosen for the collage, so that students have real freedom
of expression.

This activity is only possible after completing the basics of using
Reaper software. Therefore, the preconditions are students need to know
how to import audio media, to work with tracks and windows, and split, cut,
overlap, and glue audio items. After this technical knowledge is assimilated,
the proposed activity verifies their acquisition.
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Main window - Reaper

The objectives of this activity are:

Self-knowledge.

Ability to express oneself through musical choices.

Ability to be creative in overlapping and / or gluing songs together.
Ability to be creative in placing the songs/fragments in a certain order.
Ability to comply with imposed limitations (related to time and musical
material).
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This activity (or variations of it, like sharing one’s favorite sounds),
does not require specialized musical skills. Eventually, as students gain
confidence in this type of creative process, they will want to share their
melodic or rhythmic phrases, in-work or complete compositions at any level.
As you can see, today’s technology tools make this type of activity easy to do.

2. Placing the notes in a certain order

The second activity | propose involves the same principles, which
we talked about in the previous lines. The individual activity involves the
teacher offering students a recorded chromatic scale on an octave, as an
audio file. Students insert this audio item in the Reaper main window and,
with the help of tools, split the scale into distinct notes, and then place them
in the order they want. For the placement of the notes, the students receive
various questions, to which they must answer musically, with the help of the
melodic fragments created from pieces of the chromatic scale.

Types of questions the teacher can ask:

What does today sound like to you?
What does friendship sound like to you?
What does be angry sound like to you?
What do seasons sound like to you?

As required parameters, the teacher can limit the melodic fragments
that students generate to a fixed number of sounds. Because the chromatic
scale offered as the audio material to be processed has only equal note
values, only the melodic parameter will be considered, and not the rhythmic
one. Therefore, this activity involves exclusively the expression through the
interval relations between sounds.

E.g. 2

Chromatic scale to use
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The objectives of this activity are:

e Ability to express through melodic relationships.
e Ability to comply with imposed limitations.

This type of creative project, and variations of it, should and could
be used as a vehicle to demonstrate the understanding of musical concepts
— melody (with this activity), harmony (with an activity using harmonic
relationships to express feelings and ideas), and rhythm (with an activity
using rhythmic relationships to express feelings and ideas).

3. Rhythmic improvisation over a given audio file

For this activity, the student will receive a music fragment as an
audio file and will be encouraged to record a rhythmic accompaniment
based on body percussion for it. This type of activity facilitates rhythmic
improvisation.

The prerequisites for this activity are knowing how to set up inputs,
arm tracks and audio records from the laptop / headphone microphones.
After the student records the required rhythmic accompaniment, it is
necessary for him to render the whole project as an audio file, so that his
rhythmic improvisation can be heard publicly over the original musical
fragment. This type of activity is subject to improvisation pedagogy, that is
often equated to learning a new language. ,The end goal is to be able to
participate in musical conversation in real time with other musicians.
Learning a new language consists of four interconnected practices: listening,
reading, writing, and speaking. In this analogy, improvisation is similar to
speaking the language being learned.” (Carmona, 2016, 10). Recording of
improvised parts brings the possibility of self-assessment through repeated
listening, so the use of Reaper software is welcome.

E.g.3

+14.0 01-210304_1322.wav

Track armed for recording, using a laptop microphone
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Depending on the level of musical training of the participants, a
variation on this activity involves the vocal or instrumental recording of an
improvisation over a given piece of music - pre-recorded by the teacher. If
participants have a beginner level in terms of melodic improvisation, they
can be encouraged to use a limited number of sounds, with a clear mention
of them. Therefore, the recorded melodic improvisation can be limited to a
certain musical scale imposed by the teacher. Moreover, you can combine
the activities mentioned above, by going through the steps from activity
number 2 - cutting some notes from the chromatic scale and tying them in
an order desired by the student, as a melodic improvisation over an audio
file provided by the teacher. Thus, we notice that the principle of introducing
various limitations works differently, depending on the level of preparation
of students, but the common goal remains to encourage the unlock of
creativity through Reaper software.

Conclusions

The involvement of students in creative activities using music
technology must go beyond technological instruction emptied of the goal of
music education. Not everyone who knows how to handle a DAW software
is called a musician, but, as can be seen from the applications listed above,
these technologies provide a good environment for grooming students with
aesthetic sensibilities that should always accompany technical knowledge.

The blockages that students encounter in the development of
creativity can be easily overcome when activities with clear rules are
proposed, adapted to the level of musical training, and when the technology
is used for beneficial purposes. What is admirable and noteworthy about
DAW software, as is Reaper, is that software designers have made the
technical side of these technologies invisible so that users can see the creative
side more easily without distractions. Therefore, | think it is encouraging to
use music technology in music activities, especially when we aim at
unlocking creativity.

The creative projects presented above are extremely flexible and
adaptable depending on the students’ and teachers’ level and experience,
and available technology. Adding creativity to our pedagogical activity,
facilitated by appealing technology tools, will allow both teachers and
students to see a different facet of the musical self, and keep recordings
regarding one’s evolution.
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COGNITION OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS AS AN INTEGRAL
PART OF MUSIC TEACHERS COMPETENCIES

RYTIS URNIEZIUS'

SUMMARY. This article aims to reason the importance of the knowledge
about musical instruments by future music educators. The cognition
of musical instruments include competencies necessary for the handling
of the instruments by instrument teachers, ensemble leaders, teachers-
arrangers and teachers-composers. Another important field of knowledge
is the characteristics of instruments and their artistic possibilities that
teacher has to explain for pupils in their classes while listening to the music
and discussing it. Considering these activities as an essential element of
music educators’ work, the ability to distinguish the timbres of the most
common professional instruments by ear should be treated as one of the
fundamental abilities of pedagogues.

Keywords: instrumentation, orchestration, timbre, music education.

Introduction

The necessity for the music teachers to know the technique and the
possibilities of the artistic expression of musical instruments presumably do
not demand any reasoning. This kind of knowledge is essential for instrument
teachers, school ensembles leaders, teachers-arrangers and teachers-
composers. Apart from these activities, music teachers have to explain the
peculiarities of instruments and their artistic possibilities in classes while
listening to the music and discussing it. Teachers should be able to explain
the importance of timbre in the spectrum of musical means of expression to
achieve a perception of the music creation as a whole. Thus the cognition
of musical instruments in the educating of music teachers has a twofold
purpose: as knowledge necessary for the handling of instruments in

' Doctor of Humanities (Musicology), Professor at Vilnius University Siauliai Academy, Lithuania,
Visinskio St. 25, LT-76351 Siauliai, rytisur@gmail.com; rytis.urniezius@sa.vu.lt.
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performing practice and as a theoretical knowledge which is manifested in
the fields of music history and analysis?. To conclude, the cognition of musical
instruments is necessary for music teachers because of numerous reasons.

Regrettably, this field is not always sufficiently represented in the
process of the future music teachers education. For instance, in Lithuania,
which is considered a country of old and rich singing traditions, a music
teacher is habitually a choirmaster who can play keyboard instruments on a
more or less proficient level. This model in recent years is changing, teachers
acquire skills in guitar, electronics and other instruments. However, the basis
of instrumental music of European tradition — the variety of professional
musical instruments, is usually considered as a matter of less importance.

Some items of the practical application of musical instruments
knowledge were mentioned in the publication by the author of this article
concerning the arrangement skills of the music teachers?. Yet, the cognition
of musical instruments is a much broader field of experience. The current article
is focused on the grounding of the importance of instruments knowledge by
future music educators. The small-scale empirical research described here
was intended to show the peculiarities of teachers’ ability to distinguish the
timbres of the most common professional instruments by ear — one of the
fundamental abilities of instrumentation* knowledge.

The timbre of musical instruments as an essential means of
musical expression

The variety of musical instruments and their timbres is an important
vehicle of artistic expression used by composers in their works. However,

2 It has been proved that teaching primary school children to recognize and distinguish the timbres
of different instruments positively affects the development of their speech and is helpful in the
therapy of speech disorders (see: Buzas, Zsuzsa, and Dudas, Eleondra. “Testing the Knowledge
of Musical Instruments of 10-14-year-old Students in an Online Test Environment.” The Wind
Music Research Quarterly | Mitteilungsblatt der IGEB, 2021 March, International Society
for Research and Promotion of Wind Music, p. 27, https://www.igeb.net/uploads/1/1/4/6/
114653395/2021march.pdf.

3 Urniezius, Rytis. “Arrangement Competences of Music Teachers: Readiness to Meet
Unexpected.” Musicologica Brunensia, vol. 55 no. 2, 2020, pp. 139-147.

4 The meaning of the term instrumentation is unambiguous: in some sources, this term means
the act of scoring for different ensembles from small chamber groups to a full orchestra (in this
case the meaning of the word instrumentation is close to the word orchestration). Other
authors use the word instrumentation to name the knowledge of musical instruments: their
technique, application, possibilities, etc. Music dictionaries and encyclopaedias often present
all versions of the meaning (Music Dictionary, 2017. https:/www.dolmetsch.com/defsi1.htm; The
Free Dictionary by Farlex, 2003-2021. https://www.thefreedictionary.com/instrumentation).
In this article the term instrumentation is used in the second meaning, i. e. it indicates the
knowledge of qualities of the musical instruments.
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the complaints that orchestration (hence the role of instrumental timbres) is
a neglected field in musicological research can be found in the music literature
sources of different times. Even the role of the timbre in musical art is often
underestimated. For example, Julian Rushton described the attitude by
Frederick Corder expressed at the beginning of the 20" century in Grove’s
Dictionary that music should not be assessed as artistically important until it
passes “simple but infallible test”: the “black and white test,” when the
orchestral work transcribed for piano is assessed without any timbre
variety®. Johnathan Stock criticizes the limitation of music analysts who
“generally discounted” the timbre of instruments restricting their method
with “monochrome note-heads of the short score”.® The question of why
music theorists generally ignore the orchestration aspect is discussed in the
dissertation by Timothy Cutler.”

The reasons for the underestimating of the instrumental timbre are
most likely numerous, however, the most important of them can be highlighted.
The pitch and duration have obvious priority over two other qualities of musical
sound: volume and timbre. As a result, melody, harmony and rhythm, which are
based on pitch and duration, are considered the most important constituents
of music. Dynamics and orchestration thus are considered as the means of
expression of secondary importance: while changes of rhythm and pitch
would distort musical theme even beyond recognition, the changes of timbre
and loudness would only change the character of the still recognizable
theme. Although such assessment seems reasonable at first sight, the overall
aggregate nature of the piece of art should not be forgotten: no musical work
can be performed without at least minimal dynamic nuances and variety of
timbres which are vitally important moulders of the dramaturgy of the musical
piece. Also, the historical evolution of musical language reveals that at least
during the last two centuries the significance of timbre in music grew
immensely. Thus music in our days cannot be treated as a two-dimensional
art thrust into the space of two-axis — pitch and duration, but as at least
a three-dimensional phenomenon that acquires depth and fullness when
complemented with the dimensions of dynamics and timbre.

5 Rushton, Julian. “The art of Orchestration.” The Cambridge Companion to the Orchestra.
Ed. by Collin Lawson, Cambridge University Press, 2003 (first published), 2005 (reprinted),
2009 (digital), p. 92-93.

6 Stock, Jonathan P. J. “Orchestration as Structural Determinant: Mozart's Deployment of
Woodwind Timbre in the Slow Movement of the C Minor Piano Concerto K. 491. Music &
Letters, 1997, vol. 78, no. 2 (May), p. 210.

7 Cutler, Timothy S. Orchestration and the Analysis of Tonal Music: Interaction between
Orchestration and Other Musical Parameters in Selected Symphonic Compositions, c.
1785-1835. Doctoral dissertation. Yale University, 2000, UMI ProQuest Digital Dissertations,
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/.
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Thus, although different opinions about the discussed item could
exist, generally there is no ground for ignoring the timbre of instruments in
the instrumental compositions, especially after the enhanced development
of orchestration in the 19" century and the multitude of experiments with
timbre in the works by the composers of the 20" and 215t centuries. The
widely known statement by Rimsky-Korsakov: “orchestration is a part of the
very soul of the composition”® generalizes the achievements of instrumental
expression during Romanticism. Concerning the general trends of the later
period, Julian Rushton wrote: “The history of thinking about the orchestra in
more recent years is connected to the liberation of timbre, or orchestral
colour, as an expressive element in its own right®. Megan Lavengood
expresses similar ideas: “Traditionally, music analysis of this sort is done
with a printed musical score; therefore, music theories have tended to favor
musical domains captured in that medium, like rhythm, pitch, and structure.
Timbre is only an abstract idea in the musical score, and thus historically,
timbre has typically been neglected in music analysis. Yet timbre is one of the
most immediate aspects of our musical experience, so many contemporary
music theorists have recently become interested in timbre analysis”'°.

The survey of ideas presented above underpins the necessity for
the educated musician (music teachers are not an exception) to treat the
timbre as an important means of musical expression and, consequently, the
necessity to obtain sufficient knowledge on this subject to pass it to their
pupils: “The ability to accurately perceive, evaluate, and identify the sounds
produced by musical instruments is a skill at which all music educators
should excel. <...> In elementary general music curricula, teachers challenge
students to develop the ability to identify musical instrument timbre.”'. Yet it
can be presumed that considering still occurring cases of the underestimation
of musical instruments timbre, the knowledge of music teachers in this field
could also be insufficient. Regrettably, the skill of aural identification of
timbres and the ability to analyse the manifestation of timbre expression in
one or another piece of music by the future music teachers does not attract
much attention from researchers in music education. Therefore it is difficult
to find appropriate publications on this subject. But those sparse sources
which mention the timbre identification skills regard them as important and
sometimes even point to the shortcomings of the future teachers’ education.

8 Pumckuit-Kopcakos, Hukonan, OcHoesl opkecmposku. [Rimsky-Korsakov, Nikolai, Principles
of orchestration], 'ocynapcTBeHHOe My3blkanbHoe usgaTenbcTBo, Mocksa, JleHuHrpag,
1946, p. 8.

9 Rushton, Julian. “The art of Orchestration”, p. 94.

10 avengood, Megan, “A Musicological Approach to the Analysis of Timbre.” Timbre 2018: Timbre
is A Many Splendored Thing, Program and abstracts, 4-7 July, 2018, Montréal, Québec, p. 115.

" Cassidy, Jane W., and Schlegel, Amanda L. “The role of initial attack and performer expertise on
instrument identification.” International Journal of Music Education, Vol. 34(2), 2016, pp. 186-187.

66



COGNITION OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS AS AN INTEGRAL PART...

For example, Christine Condaris declares that the study of pedagogy in the
development of aural skills is “hugely undeveloped” and puts the skill of the
identification of the instruments by ear as the first item in a list of 9 aural
abilities which should be obtained by music education students. Notably,
the author claims that the students should “name instruments playing
simultaneously, even at the same volume and pitch level”,'? which is quite a
high standard for hearing ability. It can be presumed that attention towards
the necessity to train future music teachers to recognize instrumental
timbres differ in higher education institutions of different countries.

Two tests on recognising the instrumental timbre by future
music teachers

The results of the study performed in 1999-2003 were presented in
the publication by the author of this article in 20043, 57 full-time students —
future music teachers at Siauliai University (Lithuania) participated in this
research. Respondents had to indicate the names of sounding instruments
while listening to the recordings. Excerpts from the orchestral and chamber
compositions were chosen for this test. The character of the musical texture
was similar in all recordings: a melody with an elementary accompaniment,
however, the instruments intended to be recognised played solo, their
timbres were not significantly influenced by the accompanying instruments
and could be distinguished clearly. The instruments played in the most
common part of their range but not in extreme registers. The results are
presented in Table 1.

Table 1
Instrument Correct Instrument Correct
indications indications
1. Flute 56 6. Trumpet 51
2. Oboe 13 7. Trombone 21
3. Clarinet 39 8. Violin 53
4. Bassoon 29 9. Viola 24
5. Horn 28 10. Cello 33

Timbres of instruments recognized by respondents
in the 2001-2003 research (N=57)

2 Condaris, Christine. “Correlating Methods of Teaching Aural Skills with Individual Learning
Styles.” Athens Journal of Humanities & Arts, 2019, Volume 6, Issue 1, p. 1.

3 Urniezius, Rytis. “Organognostika muzikos mokytojy rengimo sistemoje” (“Organognostics
in the system of music teachers training”). Tiltai, Priedas: mokslo darbai, Nr. 20, Muzikinis
ugdymas mokykloje: tradicijos ir inovacijos, 2004, pp. 63-68.
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The relationship between recognized and unrecognised timbres of
instruments was respectively 60,88% and 39,12%"¢. This percentage of
recognition of timbres should be treated as low considering that the sounding
excerpts were long and only the most popular and widely known instruments
sounded’®. Besides, only senior (the 3™ and the 4" years) students were
involved.

In addition to the test for the full-time students, in 2003 the same
test was delivered to the part-time students — already experienced music
teachers at that time. In the latter case, the percentage of recognized and
unrecognized timbres was significantly better: 86,4% and 13,6% respectively.
Moreover, the discussion with part-time students revealed that almost all of
them paid much attention to the cognition of musical instruments, their means
of expression and developing the ear for instrumental timbre while working
with their pupils. Also, a conversation with part-time students revealed a
demand for an instrumentation discipline in the curricula of music teachers
studies. Some of these students directly expressed a regret that such
discipline was not established in the time of their studies (unfortunately the
results of this conversation were not recorded thus they are not documented).
Thus the researcher concluded that the vacancy in the teachers’ knowledge
about the instruments and the ability to distinguish their timbre cannot be
filled without a special higher education course.

Seventeen years after the above-described research was carried
out, it appeared topical to examine the competence of the future music
teachers once again in the context of a contemporary time. The recent test
(which was too modest to be called research) was delivered to the students
at the beginning of 2021. Yet over the past years, notable changes have
been made in the curriculum of the Music Teachers study programme of
Siauliai University'é: several years after the results of the 1999-2003 test were
published, the discipline of instrumentation and the instrumental arrangement
was implemented. The second-year students obtained an opportunity to
learn about musical instruments and the ways of their application. Although

4 The analysis of the results of the above-described research encompassed more aspects,
for instance, some respondents indicated the wrong instruments (confusing of the instruments
of suchlike timbres were more frequent than those of different timbres).

5 Obviously, in that case, there was no reason to investigate the students’ possibilities of
recognising less frequently heard instruments, also the same instrument playing with or
without vibrating or even presenting sounds with cut-off attacks and decays — as it was
performed in sophisticated experiments which took place in some recent researches. In
such cases, the respondents would be much more disorientated.

16 Since the 15t of January 2021 Siauliai University became a department of Vilnius University;
currently, the higher education institution in Siauliai town is called Vilnius University Siauliai
Academy.
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the course is short (one semester), the basis for music teachers to feel more
confident in recognizing and handling musical instruments was established.
To check the efficiency of this course, two groups of students were
questioned: the first group (G1) consisted of 13 first-year students who had
not studied instrumentation course up to that time, and the second group
(G2) consisted of 14 second-year and third-year students who had already
completed the course.

This test also included only the most common professional instruments
and only the main representatives of instruments families, i. e., students
listened to the timbre of the clarinet but not bass clarinet, flute but not piccolo
or alto flute, etc. Unlike in the 1999-2003 test, the timbre of the instruments
was isolated, i. e. no other simultaneously playing instruments could be heard
in the recordings. The sounding excerpts were sufficiently long: the duration
of the seven excerpts was from 40 to 50 seconds, four excerpts lasted for
30-40 seconds, and only one passage (trumpet) was 23 seconds long. A
large part of the range of each instrument and its different registers were
demonstrated in the recordings. The musical excerpts were presented in
random order.

The results of the test are presented in Table 2.

Table 2
Instrument Correct Instrument Correct
indications indications
1. Flute 11 7. Trombone 4
2. Oboe 6 8. Tuba 10
3. Clarinet 7 9. Violin 11
4. Bassoon 2 10. Viola 6
5. Horn 3 11. Cello 9
6. Trumpet 13 12. Double bass 11

Timbres of instruments recognized by the first-year students (G1)
in the 2021 test (N=13)

The percentage of correct indications is 59,6%. It should be
assessed as low, especially considering the conditions named above.

The results of testing the students who had already studied the
instrumentation course (G2) are presented in Table 3.
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Table 3
Instrument Correct Instrument Correct
indications indications
1. Flute 14 7. Trombone 7
2. Oboe 11 8. Tuba 13
3. Clarinet 10 9. Violin 13
4. Bassoon 10 10. Viola 11
5. Horn 8 11. Cello 13
6. Trumpet 12 12. Double bass 14

Timbres of instruments recognized by the second-year and the third-year
students (G2) in the 2021 test (N=14)

As it could be expected, the results of the students who have recently
studied the discipline of instrumentation and instrumental arrangement are
significantly higher than of the students who have not studied this discipline
yet: the percentage of correct indications is 80,9%. Naturally, the most common
instruments (flute, violin, trumpet, cello, double bass) were distinguished
most successfully. Wind instruments were identified less successfully than
strings, however, of interest is a good recognition of tuba.

Of course, the small quantity of respondents does not allow to make
any weighty conclusions. Also, the contingent of each group might be not
homogeneous: some of the first-year students could be already experienced
in working with musical instruments; on the other hand, some elder students
might have been not very diligent learners who did not acquire all the
necessary knowledge during their instrumentation lectures. Yet the trend of
a positive influence of instrumentation course (at least at this particular
higher music education institution) can be observed.

Discussion / Conclusions

The conclusions of this article seem simple, clear and unambiguous:
timbre is one of the main means of expression in music, thus the cognition
of musical instruments — the devices which are the main implementors of this
means of expression — should be an essential part of the future music teacher
education; the acquiring of the knowledge in this field could be achieved
with the help of a special course in the music teacher study programmes.
Although the scale of the test in 2021 was too small for coming to important
conclusions, it likely underpins the proposition which arises naturally: music
education students who studied the course of instrumentation are much
better aware of the musical instruments than those who had not.
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The teacher should not appear ignorant when pupils ask about the
instruments or instrument groups they hear performing one or another
composition. And it is believable that pupils will certainly ask such questions:
in many cases, inexperienced listeners (children among them) would pay
more attention to timbre and dynamics rather than to melody or rhythm?’.
The findings presented in this article could serve as an inducement to increase
the attention to the item especially in the countries where the cognition of
musical instruments is not among the most important tasks of music education.
It can be assumed that ideally the teachers’ ear for timbres should be
developed up to the level when they would be able to distinguish not only
the main representatives of all instruments groups but also less common
variations of their construction (bass clarinet, alto flute) as well as other
instruments in all their variety (plucked strings, pitched percussion, etc.).

The necessity of distinguishing timbres of acoustic instruments is
obvious even considering the variety of electronic sounds: the majority of
these sounds produced by computer or keyboard synthesizer have their
predecessors in the “real” instruments world. Many names of electronic
timbres come from acoustic instruments names. Therefore a person (music
teacher in this case) who work with electronic instruments have to correlate
the quality of a particular timbre with its primary sources (acoustic instruments).
This ability can even allow assessing the quality of electronic equipment
from the point of similarity of an electronic timbre to the original one.

The establishing of effective methods of instrumental timbre
recognizing for future music teachers is a topical task for music educators
at higher education institutions. Meanwhile, it is important to notice one
important factor that enhances the recognition of timbres: the familiarization
with instruments construction, especially the technique of their sound-
producing. The instrumentation and arranging course presented for Vilnius
University Siauliai Academy Music Pedagogy programme students include
not only aural identification of instruments timbres but also acquaintance
with their technical characteristics. The main goal of this knowledge is to
enable students to employ instruments in their arrangements or compositions,
however, the secondary effect of the study of instruments nature is a better
aural recognition of their sound. The perceiving, for example, the way the
double-read of oboe works and correlating it with the characteristic of its
timbre (dependent on the inherent nature of the reed) would leave an
imprint in the memory of a student: the material determinants would be
associated with the character of the sound. Such integrated knowledge

7 Piliciauskas, Albertas, Muzikos pazinimas. Objektas, biidai ir adekvatumas. (The Cognition of
Music. Subject, Method and Adequacy). Vilnius, Vaga, 1984.
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would allow identifying the sound of an instrument hopefully unmistakably.
The research carried out in 20028 revealed that music students who play an
orchestral instrument are much more successful in distinguishing instrumental
timbres than their colleagues who play the piano, guitar or sing. Apparently,
playing in an orchestra inevitably puts its participants in a position when
observing orchestral instruments at close range allows noticing nhumerous
aspects of their sound-producing and subtleties of their mechanisms. Such
experience develops a “feeling of instruments” which enables orchestra
members to distinguish timbres in different conditions much better than their
colleagues who do not attend orchestra rehearsals.

The significance of instruments technical characteristics determinant
was not underpinned by the empirical data, however, the contents of the
instrumentation discipline at Siauliai Academy includes the basics of
instruments construction, thus the respondents of the G2 group were aware
of these characteristics. It would be relevant to explore the importance of
instruments technical qualities knowledge for timbre recognizing more
comprehensively in the future.
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THE TOOLS OF MUSICOLOGY
(A TALE IN 12 POLEMIC HYPOTHESES)

OLEG GARAZ'

SUMMARY. Though undeclared, the issue dealt with in this text is accessibility.
Arranging the words into sentences and building a coherent discourse
requires a mandatory clarity of the purposes and, implicitly, of the methods
that enable the transmission and acquisition of information. Thus, the most
effective genre of the discourse is the tale, also joined by the non-invasive
quality of hypothesis: a tale in several hypotheses. At the heart of this tale
is musicology, the most non-musical way to approach music, but also the
most powerful epistemological tool to know its meanings, structures and
images. The non-musicality of this scientific discipline lies in its notionality,
standing in a radical opposition to the intuitiveness of composition as an
art. But by positioning the art of performance between the two seemingly
“irreconcilable” poles, it becomes clear that all three practices are in reality
three inseparable functions of a whole that is musical thinking. And
musicology acquires the chance to overcome the “stigma” of literariness
through the “synesthetic” relationship with myth and poetry.

Keywords: Tale, Musicology, mousike techné, logos, myth, poetry, Univers
and Brain

Hypothesis 1.

The term musicology borrows the ancient Greek etymology:
pouaoikn (musike; Lat. musica) and Adyoc¢ (logos).

The first word designates the daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne,
the Greek goddess of memory (MvnuoouUvn — Mnemosyne, where mnémé
means remembrance, memory), who are the Muses (MoUoail — Modsai) and in
particular their art, but with a focus on the song (music, allowing the insertion
of the aulos) and on lyrical poetry (emotional-subjective and, obviously, sung).

1 Musicologist, Associate Professor, PhD, "Gh. Dima" National Academy of Music, Cluj-Napoca,
Romania, E-mail: oleg.garaz@gmail.com
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This is the Muse Euterpe. The contemporary term art (with its adjective
artistic), despite coming from the Latin word ars (a craft activity demanding
a high level of technical ability), does not have the same meaning as in Greek.

The phrase here in question is, in fact, — pouoikn réxvn (mousike
tehne) — meaning the art of the Muses as a perfect technique or craft, where
by craft is understood production as action, singing as an act, the skill and
ability to sing, because for the ancient Greeks art was inferior to craft, i.e. to
the skilful dexterity or dexterous skill.

The second word has a panoply of meanings related to the notional
utterance, such as speech, account, narrative, discourse. It should be noted that
music incorporates only half the meaning of the term mousike, with the spoken
language being an inherent part of music as an act: the modulated sonority of
speech and the intoned sonority of music. Thus, the etymology indicates the
precise meaning of musicology as a discourse on the art of the Muses: with the
meanings of the words having as reference the meanings of music.

And not a word about Terpsichore, the Muse of dance.

Observation 1: But where do the Muses live and what would the place
inhabited by them be called? As there are nine deities, each with their own
cultural attribution, their habitat should be a sacred place, but also spacious
enough for the eternal hora [a round dance - translator's note] producing history
(Clio), dance (Terpsichore), tragedy (Melpomene), epic poetry (Calliope), music
and lyric poetry (Euterpe), pastoral poetry and comedy (Thalia), astronomy
(Urania), sacred poetry (Polyhymnia) and love poetry (Erato).

The space inhabited by the Muses also bears their name through
the word Mouaoeiov (Mouseion — in Lat. Museum, museums) — the sanctuary,
place or temple dedicated to the Muses. Or, in historical reality, the Museum
or Mouseion of Alexandria, together with the famous Library (as a repository
of texts), was founded by Ptolemy | Soter (367-283 BC) or, more likely, by
Ptolemy Il Philadelphus (309-246 BC) and was conceived as an Institution
of the Muses, an academy (after the Platonic model) of the arts and sciences
where, as in a university, the most famous professors of Antiquity were gathered.

So, it turns out that museums are not dusty repositories of some
archaeological remains, spaces for collections of anachronisms or artefacts
of venerable and almost palaeontological ages, but rather a sacred place, a
sanctuary of culture as religion, a protected space for the admiration and
worship (from the Lat. nominative veneratio — reverence and deep respect;
or could it be also from Venus? Lat. genitive veneris — beauty, love, desire)
of the diaphanous beauty of Mnemosyne’s daughters. A privileged place of
Beauty and, implicitly, of Eternity. Thus, we arrive at a completely unexpected
kinship between music and museum, between the arts of the Muses and
the sacred place destined for the learning (for us, mortals) and practice (for
them, the Muses) of these arts.
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Euterpe, however, claims a place of her own, dissatisfied with the
hustle and bustle of the museion. And she succeeds in doing so through
her love for harmony — @iAapuovikéc, @idoc (filos — love) and dapuovia
(harmony, derived from the root apuo¢ — to bring together) —, hence also
philharmonic (in English), philharmonique (in French) and filarmonico (in
Italian), a place destined solely for music, also populated by épyxriorpa
(orchestra, derived from opyéouar — orheomai, to dance) and yopd6¢ (horos —
a band of singers and dancers).

Nowadays, however, with the reversed values compared to those of
the Antiquity, museum is understood in its Renaissance meaning as a
collection of works of (ancient and modern) fine art, collected by the great
families of the ltalian Renaissance such as Medici (Florence), Gonzaga
(Mantua), Sforza (Milan), Orsini (Rome), Este (Ferrara), Borgia (Rome) or
Farnese (Parma). From here to Anatol Vieru's Musical Museum there was only
one step to take. That which for the ancient Greeks was a transcendental
projection of the Sacred — mouseion as the temple of the Muses —, for a
composer of the Romanian avant-garde of the '60s became a repository of
anachronisms, both obsolete and futile, and, in any case, of cultural objects
whose validity has expired.

Observation 2: Two young and beautiful Muses of the ancient
mythological imaginary are the holders of the two primordial musical
genres, with Euterpe presiding over singing and Terpsichore over dancing.
Or, the very term dpyxnoTtpa designates the theatrical space dedicated to
dancing and singing, while the root of the word — opxéouar — is the verb to
dance itself. In turn, the term yopoc refers this time to the two groups of
performers — dancers and singers. And not a word about any instrument.

Just as for Euterpe and Terpsichore, for Boethius (477-524), musica
instrumentalis, a third genre, is only an interface, a mediator, an accompanying
support that validates its value only when animated by the breath or fingers
of a living being. Music is an organic attribute of the living. For the ancient
Greeks, instrumental music was related to the performance of the acrobats
and clowns and was therefore excluded from the official list of the musical
genres admitted. However, we do find the guitar in the hands of the Muse
Erato (love poetry), the aulos between the lips of Euterpe (music and lyric
poetry) and the lyre held close to the chest of Terpsichore (dance).

In the modernity of the 18th (1739 in France) and 19th (1813 in
England) centuries, the philharmonic was the institution destined for the
performance of instrumental music. And the name Teatro Filarmonico di
Verona (1716) appears as an oxymoron: it is either a theatre (of opera), or
a philharmonic. Even though, we are speaking essentially about the ancient
meaning — theatre as a space dedicated to the love for harmony. The
Baroque period witnessed a revival of musical practice, although both singing
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and dancing (both practised in the French opera) were already accompanied
by the orchestra of instruments, with Wagner being the only one who lowered
the orchestra out of sight into the orchestral pit, leaving only the singers
and dancers on stage, as in Tannhduser. Ancient meanings end up being
perverted in a bewildering way, so that today, even if we use Greek words,
their meanings have nothing in common with the original ones.

For Rousseau, as for Boethius, instrumental music holds a similar
connotation, with musical instruments viewed as mechanisms and inanimate
objects, and with Rousseau's special emphasis on the value of vocal music.
Rameau, in turn, overthrows this conceptual stronghold in favour of instrumental
music, while E. T. A. Hoffmann already affirms the new opposition, where
the dance is no longer present — the concept of pure instrumental music
(Beethoven) accompanied only by pure vocal music (Palestrina). Absolute
music, a concept invented and adopted by Wagner himself, but previously
debated by Herder, Wackenroder, Tieck, etc., is, by definition, instrumental
music, and, at the same time, invisible, non-representational and, in fact,
non-referential. However, it acquires its primacy only as a refusal,
censorship and sublimation of the first two — the voice and body. The great
music of the Baroque, of Viennese Classicism and of Romanticism thrives by
casting out Euterpe, but also Terpsichore, replacing them with an inanimate
musical machine and only thus continuing their cause. By inventing the new
discipline — Musikwissenschaft. the science of music —, Adler has only Euterpe
as an imaginary reference, with her aulos, singing longingly about Terpsichore.

Observation 3: as an antipode to pouoikfy (musike), there is the
term apoUoog (amusos — without muses), but also apouaia (amusia), which,
like the previous one, has nothing in common with amusement, but rather with
its opposite — the inability to perceive, produce or reproduce vocal or
instrumental musical sounds. A fatal syndrome for musicians. As a learning
disability, amusia falls within the same range of terms that are antonyms for
Abéyog (logos), such as duo@acia (dysphasia — a moderate inability to
produce and understand spoken language), or agacia (a severe form of
dysphasia), or duoAedia (dyslexia, the inability to relate the sounds of
speech with the written letters and words).

Hypothesis 2.

There are no meanings of music outside the meanings of words.
The representable is primarily a descriptive-notional representable. Other
possibilities of representation are related to the synesthetic dysfunction, a
condition that causes the senses to intertwine. Thus, the notional language
acts as a universal mediator outside the meanings of which the reality of

78



THE TOOLS OF MUSICOLOGY (A TALE IN 12 POLEMIC HYPOTHESES)

consciousness ends. However, this assertion can be essentially reworded
as follows: There are no meanings of music outside the poetic contents
of the words.

In the context of music, the poetic appears as an attribute of the artistic
and, even more, of the subjectivity of artistic substance and, at the same time,
as a reference of the musical content and expression, but with a major stake
in a first and strong affective-emotional impact. This is the effect of the
invasive insertion of the musical sonority, which is all the more visible, the
less “eroded” perception is, especially in the case of children. The transfer
into musical obviously occurs through liminal states such as amazement,
surprise and the overwhelming of consciousness as conditions of the transfer
and of the location in a semantic habitat that is different from the utilitarian,
descriptive and pragmatic habitat of the meanings of speech.

Hypothesis 3.

What cannot be explained and understood through notional
assertions, can also not be perceived other than as an accident, an error
or at all. Something comes into existence only through the existence of an
accompanying notional explanation. In other words, there are no specific
musical meanings outside the meanings of the notional language. Or, to put
it otherwise, there are no non-notional meanings other than those translatable
into notional ones. The meanings of the notional language set the limits for
the understanding of the meanings of music.

Thus, the phrase absolute music coined by Wagner does not carry
the meaning of abstract music and does not allude to non-referential music,
but literally indicates the concept of the Wagnerian musical drama as a
pertinent reference in the sense of the supreme union of music and poetry.
Wagner takes as reference The Fourth Movement of Beethoven's Ninth
Symphony, an unfinished concept (in Wagner's opinion), which, however, finds
its ultimate solution precisely in the tetralogy The Ring of the Nibelung. Neither
Hanslick's phrase sounding forms in motion, nor Hauer's preoccupation with
fropes as an expression of musical purity saves the idea of semantic autonomy
of music from an obvious irrelevance.

Hypothesis 4.

The invention of the elements of music is possible only in a
pragmatic-perspectival sense, notionally translatable. The expressible
has a fundamentally notional meaning, while the other types of expression
can be understood as techniques of symbolic mediation through non-
notional means, but which eventually find their explanation in the same
notional meaning. Only thus does the intersubjective as well as the historical
transmissibility of a set of meanings work.
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At its institutional beginnings (temple and theatre) already established
as an urban culture, music was included in the yopsia (choreia — a circle
dance accompanied by singing, hence also yopo¢ — a group of performers),
along with dance and poetry. Hence the expression foot of verse, as a
suggestion of the consubstantial practice of the versified rhythmic declamation
along with the dancing movement of the legs and of the whole body and
whose rhythms (a succession of accented and unaccented beats) followed
the contour of the sung melody. It was not a question of complementation,
but rather of a type of syncretic execution through a consubstantialized set
of means — a true circle dance, the choreia — which is unimaginable today,
in the age of the autonomous arts. At most, one can imagine a function of
coordination through poetry, that is, of connecting the dance and song to
the expression of the meanings, images and states suggested and sustained
through the versified utterance.

Hypothesis 5.

The structure of music finds its meaning as a logically organized
structure in the meanings of logic, and not in those of music. There is no
musical logic, but rather a logic applied to music. Logic is a tool with universal
applicability. Musical imagination finds its realization through an intentional
process that can be formulated as a logic of articulation with its three implicit
stages: the interaction stage, the evolution stage and the completion stage.
The dramaturgical functions initio-motus-terminus are, in fact, three invariants
that define the specificity of the development of any process-as-event —
natural, social, cerebral. In reality, we are speaking about a set of universal
patterns of thinking existing at a basic level of consciousness and defining
the articulation of thinking and reception. Or, in a different sense, initio-
motus-terminus allude to the processual states of energy — évépysia (in
Greek energeia: activity, évepydg/energos: active and &pyov/ergon: work) —
emergence-expansion-vanishment.

In this respect, Russian musicologist Khristofor S. Kushnaryov
regarded Bach's counterpoint as a most faithful mirror of the organization
and articulation of the processes of the human psyche. In other words, the
very idea of counterpointing is a sonic emulation of the cerebral activity.
And, the entire history of polyphony — from Léonin's organum to Ligeti's
micropolyphonies (the multiple canon) — is, in fact, a history of cultural
exploration and assimilation with regard to the sonic simulation of the structural
complexity and processual dynamism of consciousness. And this is not a
singular process, because simultaneously with the shaping of the psychic
processes, the invention and assimilation of the musical sound also takes
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place, with a history of the formulation of the four parameters (pitch, duration,
intensity and timbre), as well as the assimilation of its constitutive harmonics —
the prime and the octave (the Gregorian chant), the fourth and the fifth (the
Notre-Dame School polyphony), followed (beginning with 1420, through the
contribution of John Dunstable) by the sixth and the third, and only after
which the musical Renaissance of Dufay and Busnois up to Lasso, Gesualdo
and Palestrina becomes possible.

Observation 1. Here is a possible addition to Kushnaryov's idea.
The image of the cerebral activity, as well as that of the brain, could serve
as a mediating explanation (historical and scientific) both in the case of the
sacred acoustics of Pythagoras and in that of Boethius? (477-524 A D), as
both of them associated arithmetic with music, as scientific emulations of
the universal harmony and order. And this connection between the image
of the macroscopic structure of the Universe, determinant for Pythagoras
(the intervals as arithmetic proportions), Boethius (musica mundana) and
Kepler (the music of the spheres), and the image of the (microscopic in this
line) structure of the brain, becomes a working hypothesis serving the
biunivocal explanation of the cerebral function, but also of the interaction
between galaxies®. The matter of the galaxies interacts in a similar way to
neurons — structuring itself into an expansive network, while the brain cells,
like the black holes, produce electromagnetic radiation. The neuron has the
same unit of vibration frequency as a segment of the Universe, while the
human capacity to tune its own thinking to the Universe itself serving as
pitch pipe might not be a metaphor at all.

This ancient intuition regarding the interdependence between the
human brain and the Universe is no less fascinating than the atomistic intuition
of Democritus (460-370 BC) and continued by Epicurus (372-270 BC),
considering the absence of the particle accelerators and of an elaborate
conceptual apparatus. In the same situation are also the first two who

2 From the vast work of Anicius Manlius Severinus Boethius, it is, perhaps, only the famous
treatise entitled De Instituione Musica that musicians are familiar with. However, starting even
from his no less famous last treatise, written in prison while awaiting execution — De Consolatione
Philosophiae —, one could say that, in reality, Boethius found his true consolation in the disciplines
of the quadrivium. Or, in the course of his life, Boethius wrote a treatise for each member of this
epistemological community: De Instituione Arithmetica, De Instituione Geometrica, De Instituione
Musica and De Institutione Astronomica. This consolation of the quadrivium found an original
interpretation in the text of Michael Fournier (Associate Professor at Dahlhaus University, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, Canada) — Boethius and the Consolation of the Quadrivium.

See, in this regard, The Quantitative Comparison Between the Neuronal Network and the
Cosmic Web by F. Vazza and A. Feletti. The text is available on the Internet and can be
downloaded from: https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fphy.2020.525731/full

w
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formulate the idea of the relationship between musica humana and musica
mundana, despite the lack of any astrophysical research in this respect, or
of an equally necessary neurosurgery.

Hypothesis 6.

Musical processuality becomes intelligible within the limits of
the meanings of the notional discourse. Between thinking and the notional
language there is a dialectical interdependence, with no possibility to
determine whether language is constructed as a function of the psychic
processes, or the functioning of perception and thinking emulates the structure
and articulation of the notional language as the only tool of assimilation of
reality. In other words, whether the notional language is an expression of
the need to express thinking or, on the contrary, thinking itself has been
shaped through the invention and acquisition of the ever new verbally
expressible contents.

But, besides the logic correlative, both the notional discourse and
the sonic-musical one also has as referent the mnemonic correlative. Only
the meanings that do not exceed the limits of the memorization space are
assimilated. Thus, memory is the repository of the references that are re-
called each time for identification (recognition) through comparative matching.

In the beginning, in the absence of notation, music was an art of
memory, as it is still today in the tradition of oral practices and as was once also
poetry. In both cases, the more consistent the library of invariants (models)
stored in the memory was, the higher the (creative) generative quotient. This is
how things stood in the Middle Ages as well, according to Anna Maria
Busse Berger’s fascinating monograph entitled Medieval Music and the Art
of Memory. After all, the main correlative is consciousness itself, a space in
which the need for specific contents articulated through specific means of
expression is formulated.

Hypothesis 7.

There is no music art other than as part of the universal artistic
field imagined as a system of communicating vessels. The interaction
with literature, poetry, theatre, fine arts or philosophy is the expression of
artistic existence as a cultural-historical and psychological-cognitive given.
Each type of artistic activity exerts a concomitant influence on how to
perceive the other arts, as well as on how to formulate their contents.
The explanation through symbols or concepts borrowed from other fields
works as a semantic compensator in the process of metaphoric synesthesia:
(a) music is architecture/sculpture in motion (it captures the structural aspect),
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(b) music is a sonic representation of time itself (it captures the processual
aspect), (c) music is poetry in sounds (it captures the specifically musical
idea of organization of the content and expression).

Music can work only when included in this system of mutual crediting
through a mutual borrowing of terms, concepts, analogies and images.
Semantic “synesthesia” is a necessary constant of artistic thinking. Rimsky-
Korsakov resorts to the synesthesia between tonalities and colours, and,
together with Wagner, he resorts to symbolic tonal representations, where,
for example, the Eb major key evokes the aquatic world. Scriabin resorts to
light-sound synesthesia. Mikalojus Ciurlionis, a Lithuanian symbolist painter
and composer, in his more than three hundred paintings, does the opposite
— using the musical sound as reference for the images —, as proven by the
titles of his paintings, such as Sonata of the Sun, Sonata of the Spring, Sonata
of the Sea or Stellar Sonata.

The music-text interaction is, in turn, an implicit constant and a
determinant function of the evolution of musical thinking. Likewise, the
articulated sound creates a reference image in the consciousness, regardless
of its contents and of how they can be deciphered. Each type of artistic
activity acts as a compensatory informational complementation of a virtual
field of the intelligible. The taxonomic complexity of the artistic activities is
the expression of the organization and functioning of consciousness. The
artistic thus becomes a part of the ensemble encompassing the fields of
religion, sociology, economics, science and politics.

Hypothesis 8.

There is no science of music outside the other humanities. The
autonomy of the science of music is a nonsense. Musicology stands as a
positivist synthesis between the humanities (history) and the natural sciences
(biology, physics). The art of music itself is born as a sound-mediated
expression of the fundamental transcendental meanings (the inexpressible
and the irrepresentable) in the basic pool of religious practices. In this
context, the relationship between the notional language and musical
thinking is mediated through myth. In other words, the identical relation
of the myth and of music to the notional language makes them appear as
alternative, imaginary, secondary or even transcendental ontologies to the
sensory and physical reality in terms of the notional expressible contents.
Both myth and music transcend, each one in turn, the two features of the
notional language — sound and content. For music, sound is the working
matter itself, and not just the acoustic support meant to convey meanings to
the recipient. For the myth, although its form is notional, its contents are a
non-pragmatic or instrumental form of symbolically encoding the imaginary,
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social and cultural experience. In Lévy-Strauss's view, both music and myth
take off from the notional language, continuing from where the last one stops.

Hence, however, a single observation: both music and myth have in
common the poetic, no matter how notional its substance, because the poetic
too, in turn, takes off from the prosaic as well as from the non-artistic utterance
(the pragmatic, instrumental speech and communication). Thus, all three take
their flight through the metaphoric to represent the irrepresentable of other
versions or layers of some possible realities.

In terms of education and of emotional-imaginative experience, the
practice of music transcends the pragmatism of everyday life and thus
determines the formation and support of a secondary sensibility. Both
sensibilities — one with its referentiality anchored in the objective reality and
the other one in the fictional or imaginary reality — communicate with each
other as in a system of communicating vessels.

Hypothesis 9.

The meaning of the musical art lies in the (vocational and
devotional) focus on the mediation through sound of the set of
fundamental meanings of reality-as-world, of man and of man-in-reality.
In other words, music is made by people, about people and for people. Music
is by definition an expression of both the anthropological (the genres of the
voice and body) and the human, in the deepest, archetypal meanings of its
nature. Even the simplest understanding of any musical work will not be
possible, firstly, without the study of the original cultural pool and, secondly,
without the assimilation (even at the simplest level) of the philosophical
conceptualization, because music is also itself a formulation technique and
a vehicle for the fundamental problems of utmost generalization focused on
nature, society and the human being: Bach aligns himself with Leibniz, Mozart
with Kant, Beethoven with Hegel, Wagner with Feuerbach, Schopenhauer
and Nietzsche, Schoenberg with Freud (and Einstein).

The assimilation and assumption of the contents is possible through
the consensual meanings prevailing in the historical context of the artist-
musician's existence: Palestrina (Renaissance), Bach (Baroque), Beethoven
(Viennese Classicism), Wagner (Romanticism) and Schoenberg (early
Modernism) mediate through sound the deep states of the determinant
(specific) human nature of each historical context.

Hypothesis 10.

Thus, musicology is a science of the necessary explicitation,
given that composition and performance are practically confined within their
own empiricism (motivated vocationally and devotionally), without providing
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what is sufficiently necessary for understanding, assimilation and assumption.
As a philological science representing a notional discourse, musicology
employs the devices of logic (coherence and pertinence) to explicitate the
genesis and typology of elements, structures and processes, as well as
those of philosophy (truth), psychology (goodness) and aesthetics (beauty)
to explicitate the contents.

Hypothesis 11.

Musicology fulfils three major tasks required in articulating the
musical existence: formative-propaedeutic (growth-accumulation), descriptive-
analytical (understanding-assimilation) and critical-evaluative (assumption-
incorporation), with a major stake in the propagation and formulation of the
socio-cultural consensus on the normative meanings of the musical activities.
The science of musicology stands as an epistemological generator, offering a
set of assertions required by composition and performance in order to
legitimize their object, method and purposes. In other words, in order to learn
the profession of composer or performer, assuming the musicological stance
will function as a key condition.

Hypothesis 12.

Even before being a discipline and a science and together with
performance and composition, musicology is a constitutive function
of a larger whole, irreducible to its component parts. All three can be
represented as three ontologies and, implicitly, three identity typologies that
can be formulated according to the operator's position in relation to the
sound object that can be realized as a cultural fact. All three activities
(Composition-Performance-Musicology) acquire meaning only in synchrony,
potentiating one another as mutually shared attributes, merging into a whole
known by the phrase musical thinking. As in the case of the metaphoric
synesthesia required in the process of borrowing means from one field of
artistic thinking into another, in this case too, synesthesia creates a balance
of comprehensibility between the three constitutive functions of musical
thinking. In a broader sense, these functions can be represented as
processual functions, where the composer embodies the function initio, the
performer — motus and the musicologist — terminus, with all three providing
a dynamic image of musical thinking.

Thus, a musician focused on the musicological function can practice
it in its fullest sense only if he has, in a latent or explicit and in any case
practicable form, the possibility to resort to the means of expression of the
other two, i.e. composition and performance. In the essay entitled Gandirea
muzicald [Musical Thinking], composer Pascal Bentoiu states that only a
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composer can (fully) understand the meaning of another composer's work.
By its obvious radical reductionism, this statement claims to be an absolute
fruth, acting as a metanarrative under a regime of interdiction and exclusion,
and, at the limit, — of autonomy —, which is, obviously, both erroneous and
unacceptable. And this is because all these three functions define both the
completeness and the pertinence of musical thinking, while the exclusive
option for only one and in the absence of the other two is not confirmed in
the objective reality. For example, the process of assembling the structure
is accompanied by the evaluation of its pertinence and sonic coherence. At
the same time, whatever the intuitive contents to be expressed, the entire
compositional process implies the emulation of certain referential models.

It is only in such sense that we can speak about the completeness
of a musical identity, one in which the invisibility of the song (the intuitional of
feminine substance) would belong to the composer, the factual materiality of
the dance (the volitional of masculine substance) would belong to the performer,
while the suggestiveness along with the metaphorical and transcendental
fatalism of the poetic (the rationality of instrumental substance) would fully
represent the identity and restored honour of musicology.

Translated from Romanian by Marcella Magda
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CONCEPTS “MONUMENTAL” AND “MINIATURE” IN ART:
HISTORY AND MODERNITY
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SUMMARY. The article deals with the issue about the relationship between
the notions of “monumental” and “miniature” in various types of art. A very
conditional division of these notions is noted. These notions are characteristic
of artistic creativity in general and, as a result, determine the genre definitions
of creative achievement in each of the types of art. It has been established
that the results of this process are directly embodied in the genre system of
musical art, which is influenced by the action of general trends and reflects
general processes with a significant degree of mediation. It is noted that
the manifestation of “monumental” and “miniature” in different types of art is
characterized by a common basis, but different ways of embodiment, which
are explained by the various systems of artistic creation means. The historical
variability of the notions “monumental” and “miniature” is traced in accordance
with the change in aesthetic preferences of a particular historical era. The
tendency of unification of the notions “monumental” and “miniature” in the
system of contemporary art as special concepts, the mixing of which sets
out the pluralism of postmodern cultural space (the idea of space in space),
is indicated.

Keywords: art, monumental, miniature, genre system, means of expression.

Introduction

Art, as one of the forms of reflection of reality, is the sphere of
human activity, which has the potential to embody and implement various
aspects of the surrounding world. This is confirmed by the centuries-old
history of the development of artistic creativity. For centuries, the formation
of various types of art led to the diversity of reality reflection forms.
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A historical and retrospective review of the forms of art, as well as
the analysis of their current state, allows researchers to make a hypothesis
about the differentiation of various types of artistic creativity into monumental
and miniature. Such a separation of their characteristics, at first glance,
occurs according to external, “quantitative”, features and is associated with
large and small. However, a deeper look at the features of monumental and
miniature art demonstrates the fundamental difference not only in their
external expression, but also in their internal content.

Differentiation of the monumental and miniature to a greater or lesser
extent can be found in practically every form of art, such as architecture,
painting, literature, music, etc. In some types of art, these notions become
fundamental, while in others they serve as an additional characteristic of
the general system of expressive means.

The objective of the work is to identify the correlation of notions
“‘monumental” and “miniature” in different types of art.
To achieve this objective, it is necessary to solve the following tasks:

- to analyze scientific works on the researched issue.

- to identify the features of “monumental” and its depiction in different
types of art.

- to define the peculiarities of monumental genres in music.

- to determine the characteristic features of “miniature”;

- to substantiate the principles of interpenetration of “monumental”
and “miniature” in modern art.

Research Methods

To achieve the objective, we have used the following methods that
correspond to the nature of the investigated phenomenon and the above
tasks, namely:

- analytical method (identification of the features of “monumental” and
“miniature” in different types of art).

- comparative method (a comparative analysis of the depiction of
these signs in different types of art and the justification of conclusions
regarding the features of the embodiment in each of them).

- cross-cultural methods (search for common and distinctive features
in monumental and miniature compositions in different types of art
considering semantic, aesthetic, genre-style, stylistic, and other
parameters).
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- information analytical method (screening of visual and audio content
on the websites of galleries, personal Internet resources of individual
composers, artists, sculptures, etc.).

Literature review

Considering art as a creative phenomenon, it is necessary to compare
the semantics of the notions of “monumental” and “miniature” to reveal the
characteristic features more deeply and distinctly and detect the most
important properties of each of them. The objective of the work is to identify
the correlation of notions “monumental” and “miniature” in different types of
art. The study of special literature related to the disclosure of issues of artistic
creativity, showed that the problem of the relation between the notions of
‘monumental” and “miniature” in art was not specifically developed. At the
same time, the notions of “monumental” and “miniature” were defined in
scientific articles by E. Korotkina3, V. Tolstoy*, R. Halyshych®, M. Graves?,
S. Layla Diba’, etc. and publications of reference and encyclopedic content.
They were also developed in theses.

The scientific novelty of the work consists in identifying common
processes that encompass different types of artistic creativity, including
musical art, at the level of the relation between the notions of “monumental”
and “miniature”. It is noted that the manifestation of monumental and
miniature in different forms of art is characterized by a common basis, but
different ways of embodiment, which relates to the system of means of
artistic creation.

Results and Discussions
Monumental in Art

Monumental art (from Latin monumentum) is defined by the modern
dictionary references on art as “art designed for mass perception and
acquiring the final figurative completion in the corresponding architectural or

3 Korotkina, Ye. The concept of "monumental” in the history of culture and aesthetic theories.
Monumental art. Moscow: Sovetskiy painter, 1984.

4 Tolstoy, Vladimir. On the basic concepts of monumental art. Soviet art history, no. 5,

1982, pp. 202-221.

Halyshych, Ruslan. Monumental-decorative art of the Ukrainian churches outside of

Ukraine of XX century. (Ph.D. dissertation). Lviv, Lviv Academy of Arts, 2002.

6 Graves, Margaret. The Monumental Miniature: Liquid Architecture in the Kilgas of Cairo.
ART HISTORY, no. 38 (2), 2015. 304-323.

7 Diba, Layla S. Making History: A Monumental Battle Painting of the Perso-Russian Wars.
Artibus Asiae, 66, no. 2, 2006, pp. 97-110.
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natural ensemble™, this is “a kind of fine art, whose works are distinguished by
the generalization of form, large proportions, significance of ideological
content™. Works of monumental art — monuments, sculptures, wall paintings,
etc. — are characterized by the generalization of forms and the proportion of
the embodiment. Monumental art was especially actively developed in such
epochs, the artistic culture of which was imbued with a pronounced pathos
of collective expression and approval of the ideas of mass consciousness.

Monumentality is related to the aesthetic category of the sublime.
And this feature has a direct impact on the content of artworks of a certain
sphere, whether it is sculpture, painting, architecture, music, literature, or
cinematography. According to Gestalt psychology, modus operandi (a =
type of human perception) has a high flexibility, an ability to exchange
information, cooperate, unify, and activate each other. An analogy for this is
the phenomenon of monumentality.

The inclusion of etymological discourse demonstrates the fact that
monumentality is a special feature of a structured human being that does
not belong to a separate art form. Latin word monumentum is translated as
‘memory” or “monument”. The word monere is cognate with Latin word
monumentum. Word monere is translated as “suggest”, “remind”, “inspire”.
Thus, realizing the wide range of adequate interpretations of the term
should be noted that spatiality is not the core category of monumentality.

In this case, the memorial (temporal) orientation of this phenomenon
becomes important; hence, the objective historical functions of monumental
genres and, consequently, their epic features appear.

Clearly, in this context, the memory mechanism comes to the fore —
monumental works of art are designed to testify to the past, thereby
immortalizing it. However, during the process of immortalization in a literary
piece, an architectural structure, or a piece of music is performed differently.

The origin of monumental art is the culture of primitive society and
early civilizations. In ancient cult statues and cave paintings, which are still
amazing researchers, the primitive man’s ideas about the power of nature
are embodied, man’s first labor skills are recorded.

In different historical epochs, monumental art had its forms and
expressed certain ideas of the time. Thus, the monumentality and statics of
the art of ancient Egypt had to contribute to the assertion of the idea of the
deification of the sovereign personality. The works of the Renaissance
embodied the idea of the power of the human mind. The monumental art of
our days, continuing the traditions of the great masters of the past, seeks
for new forms and puts modern content into the works.

8 Modern dictionary-guide to art. Moscow: Olympus, AST, 2000. p. 43
9 Dictionary of the Russian language, 2003, p. 65.
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Focusing on the mass perception, monumental art affects the
consciousness of many people, directing their thoughts and emotions.
Starting from the Renaissance, it sets itself the task of introducing a self-
realized person as a personality to the big world, to take him or her beyond
the narrow confines of his private “I"1°,

The specificity of the manifestation of monumentality in different
types of arts

The specificity of monumental art is manifested in its artistic forms.
First, it is due to a large (sometimes grand) proportion. Describing the
degree of generalization of the form of monumental art, researchers usually
note the external generalization of the silhouette outlines and the spatial
size peculiar to it. It can be explained by the observation of this art from a
great distance. The consequence of it is such qualities as the increased
“‘intonation” of the artistic language, the enlargement of outlines, the
distinctiveness of lines, flashiness, and lapidary. However, there is a lack of
excessive expressiveness which is typical for the spectacular arts, and it is
more characterized by calmness and balance, clarity and simplicity, integrity,
and greatness.

Architectural structures, monuments, various decorations of buildings
(sculptural, pictorial, mosaic, etc.), city and park sculptures, fountains, etc.
belong to monumental art. A common beginning for all of them is a certain
image that expresses the ideas of its time and its epoch. Therefore, for
example, architectural structures of monumental art (churches, temples,
palaces, memorial ensembles) are characterized by a special sublime nature,
since all of them are designed to perform an important religious function, to
express the idea of sacredness, to cause unified people’s reactions. Therefore,
not only the monumental buildings and their ensembles, but also the
decoration of these buildings with columns, towers, sculptures, and various
kinds of decorative elements, which are also objects of monumental art,
specify, and emphasize their purpose. Some of them carry a certain
ideological and historical load (for example, monuments), others play the
role of “architectural accompaniment”, decoratively organizing the surface
of walls, facades, and floors.

In monumental art, space tends to expand into the universe, and
time tends to be eternal, because of which artistic images acquire cosmic
significance. In this case, the phenomenon of monumental in architecture
and sculpture is large-scale (both semantically and physically), meanwhile

10 Con, Igor. Discovery of "I". Moscow: Publishing House of Political Literature, 1978.
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in musical art only the semantic aspect is the most obvious. Physical “large-
scale” is the result of the recipient’'s experience, reinforced by a variety of
associations.

The skill of handling time and space in music, according to G.
Orlov' presupposes the existence of a certain mental space in which these
objects are placed and correlated. The scale of a piece of music is realized
in three projections — horizontal, vertical, and depth. And as if everything is
relatively clear with the horizontal projection — the scale of the work can be
measured by the number of pages (although this parameter is not a sign of
monumentality), and a real register scope becomes the vertical projection,
then the depth projection is expressed in the special feature of the textured
organization, which creates a sense of depth, perspective, and the exact
architectural monumentality. First, timbre, purely acoustic features of the
material have a direct impact on it.

In music, monumental spatiality is often perceived by composers as
one of the most important features of the musical composition, which is
emphasized by the titles of their works, in which the overarching idea of
synthesis is actualized. The real or assumed physical space of the monumental
becomes a special artistic topos, a poetic or constructive idea of the artwork.

The question arises whether the monumentality can be just a certain
program feature generated by architectural primary sources? Or is it a specific
feature of matter or energy, which in each of the art forms is embodied with a
different force of mediation and is realized at the genre level?

To understand it, you need to deepen into the essence of a
monumental as an abstract characteristic. Internal basis of the category of
monumental is the rhythm, which specifically organizes the space and time
of any artwork.

For example, “the perception of an architectural form is based on a
hidden motion ... Rhythm in architecture gives an inner dynamic tension to
the architectural form. Proper ratio of the elements to each other and to the
whole creates the effect of large-scale proportionality and harmonious balance.
Whenever it is done successfully, architecture, in terms of the strength of its
emotional impact, is likened to music — to a kind of “music of space”
addressed directly to the inner spiritual world of a person”'2. The rhythm of
any artwork is a way of formation, in the broadest sense of the word, which
performs the function of disassembling and integrating an aesthetic impression.
The peculiarity of the monumental rhythm in music is some duration, as a
“presentiment” of infinity, as well as the interaction of various rhythmic
patterns in the separating plane layers. Nevertheless, each textured layer is

" Orlov, Genrich. Tree of music. Saint Petersburg: Composer * Saint Petersburg, 2015.
2 bidem.
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endowed with its own rhythm and tempo-like layers of monumental architecture.
The coexistence and interaction of textured layers in music generate the
monumental shape of the artwork in the listener’s perception.

Peculiarly, even providing the “withdrawal” of the program, the feeling of
spaciousness in the artwork of the monumental plan does not disappear, and
that suggests the beginning of the formation of a monumental style in music.

The genre style according to Ye. Nazaikinsky'® is recognized by two
characteristics — personal and situational. Each genre style “is characterized
not only by its typical aesthetic norms, social and cultural features of
figurative spheres, but also material, purely physical conditions, moreover,
in all the subtleties and characteristics”*. The genre style also reflects a
typical situation and a typical instrumentation. “Massive” timbers are not
coincidentally relevant for monumental artworks (symphony, orchestra,
organ). Penetration of the monumental style in chamber works evokes a solo
instrument to sound differently, often creating orchestra music. The spatial
features of the genre communication are reflected at the level of the dynamic
features of musical matter, as well as purely physical features (for example,
the reverberation parameters inherent to a church or a concert venue).

According to Ye. Nazaikinsky, the genre style develops as a
postgenre state when the genre is remoted from the primitive existence,
with its intensive development as reflected. Exactly at this very moment, its
purely musical manifestations play the initial role and are called a genre
style. In the case of the monumental style (if it is understood as a category
of the genre style), the primary genre exists dispersed in the system of
other genre phenomena. The memory of these genres, unified by the category
of the monumental, rebuilds real contextual connections that revitalize in
the form of associations (often backed up by a program title). The general
modus of some monumental spatiotemporal quality of a musical work is
preserved, which is replicated in every artwork of a given genre group.

In music, a monumental genre style has been formed throughout
the history of music. Monumentality lies in spatiotemporal relationships:
«Construction using sound material is the main purpose of sophisticated
strategies and techniques, which have been developed, enriched, and refined
by contemporary composers throughout the last millennium... Having been
embodied in sound time becoming viewed as a certain construction material,
which can be measured, divided into parts... tiered like bricks or stone
blocks, allowing to construct larger and larger unities and to continue to do
so until a large-scale musical form achieves necessary magnitude, greatness,
perfection of “cathedral of sound”»"5.

3 Nazaykinsky, Yevgeniy. Style and genre in music. Moscow: Humanist. ed. center VLADOS, 2003.
4 Nazaykinsky, Yevgeniy. op. cit., p. 150.
5 Orlov, Genrich. Tree of music. Saint Petersburg: Composer * Saint Petersburg, 2015.
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For example, the organums composed by Leonin and Perotin may
qualify for the monumental genre style, since this genre was developed in
tune with time to construct the sound space of the epoch. “Music was
getting a part of a cathedral: it was emerging as its sound projection™. V.
Zharkova points out the unprecedented magnitude of Perotin’s organums
that is comparable to the enormousness and tiered structure of a Catholic
temple: “Perotin’s work, so to say, the occupied space resonating through
its stained-glass windows, decorative stone elements, sculptures, colorful
tapestries””. These musical works with a minimum of expressive means
marked an important step for mankind in relation to the conquest of a
sound space. An important parameter of organums as a monumental genre
became its collectivity, as well as the involvement in religious ceremonies,
and therefore deep meaning.

The scope of non-program “monumental” music historically extended
primarily under the influence of those genres that were formed under the
arches of a temple. The process of monumentalizing intensified in Baroque
music and manifested itself in such genres as mass, oratorio, cantata, parts,
concertoes, which apart from solving the main task of Baroque art (emotional
impact on a person) are also characterized by spatial volume, balance,
clarity, integrity, and greatness. For example, according to N. Herasymova-
Persydska partes concerto interprets the space in a particular manner —
“volume and play with volume (though as well as the play with light and
shadow coloration) ..."8.

The system of musical art during Classical and Romantic periods
featured a symphony as a central monumental genre, and it proved possible
to reveal the problems of existence, life, and death, and the conflict between
man and the world in the frame of a symphony. Certainly, the genre
“substrate” of a symphony is not limited to a realization in a monumental
style (for instance, chamber symphonies are distinct from monumental
areas). Nevertheless, it is in the frame of a large-scale classical symphony
that the monumental style could be fully and consistently expressed.

However, monumentality often stands not as a category of genre
and style, but as a program heading, which is, by the way, refers not
directly, but through the system of associations. Examples of such works
may be found both among the monumental and chamber genres. Thus, the
monumental image was developed in B. Bartok’s opera "Bluebeard’s Castle”,

6 Zharkova, Valeria. Ten views on the history of Western European music. Secrets and
desires of Homo Musicus. Part 1. Kyiv: ArtHuss.

17 Zharkova, Valeria. op. cit., p. 140.

8 Herasimova-Persidskaya, Nina. Music. Time. Space. Kiev: SPIRIT AND LETTER, 2012,
p. 219.
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N. Rimsky-Korsakov’s opera “The Legend of the Invisible City of Kitezh and
the Maiden Fevronia”’, D. Milhaud’s cantata "Le chéateau de feu’, G. Bizet’s
symphonies “Roma”, O. Respighi’s symphonic suite “Fountains of Rome”,
V. Runchak’s (Ukraine) piece for pipe organ “Two Cathedrals” etc.

It is interesting how monumentality enters the area of chamber genres.
Thus, images of monumental architecture serve as a program for such
works as C. Debussy’s “La Cathédrale Engloutie” (The Sunken Cathedral),
M. Mussorgsky’s “The Old Castle”, “The Bogatyr Gates”, “Roman Tomb” from
“Pictures at an Exhibition”, Lesia Dychko’'s (Ukraine) “Castles of Luara’,
“Alcazar... Bells of Aragon”. There is an attempt to transfer an image that is
expressed by architectural language from visual perception to auditory
perception, which is based on the spatial association system. The influence
of architecture on music resulted in the enrichment of expressive means of
music and widening of its spatial boundaries. A clear example of this may
be I. Xenakis’ “Metastaseis”, a graphic, the notation of which looks like the
schematic drawing of Philips Pavilion that was designed by the composer
himself.

Without going into details regarding program orientation in music, it
should be noted that in the case of a monumental image, the picture program
often transfers into a program of the symbolic order, especially regarding
the works dating between the late 20" century and early 21st century. Such
opuses do not have any program headings that relate to monumental images.
Thus, in the second movement of the symphony «Asyla» by Thomas Adeés,
according to the composer, there is an image of a monumental cathedral,
which becomes a place where a man can find refuge, his spiritual retreat. In
this case, the physical contours of the cathedral are invisible, in contrast,
the composer strives to convey the feelings of a man who got into the
cathedral using orchestral colors. In this case, the cathedral and then wider —
monumentality become a feature of the spiritual world, an equivalent of
spiritual search. The choice of expressive means is adjusted to this orientation.
Starting from introduction, the combination of the percussion group and the
prepared piano arouses associations with the sound of bells ringing that
creates an atmosphere of tranquility and calm. The image of a cathedral is
also created using the techniques of Renaissance polyphony that
accentuates a spiritual atmosphere. Polyphonic texture arouses associations
with a collective prayer with bells in the background.

It is an interesting situation, when a monumental genre of architecture
or painting serves as grounds for the forming of a music genre. Such
precedents include already mentioned musical frescoes, which overcome
the program orientation and start functioning at the level of a genre. Some
examples include Lesia Dychko’s “Carpathian Frescoes” for pipe organ,
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choral concertos “Spanish Frescoes”, “French Frescoes”, “Swiss Frescoes”,
V. Kikta’s (Ukraine) “Frescoes of St. Sophia of Kyiv’'. We shall note that these
works attract attention due to their instrumental type. Musical frescoes are
consonant with the timbres of an organ, pipe and a choir, which, in their
turn, are a part of the monumental space of a cathedral.

Miniatures in Art

Isolating from a more detailed consideration of the notion of
monumental in art, we focus our further attention on the miniature. Miniature is
one of the most important components of the genre system of the main
types of artistic creativity (painting, literature, poetry, choreography, theatrical
art, etc.). With all differences in the system of means of expression,
characteristic of various types of art, miniature is characterized by a few
features that distinguish it from the genre palette of artistic creation.

Miniature is a work that is distinguished by its small size and subtlety
of artistic technique. Among the existing genre models, the miniature is the
smallest one, and it focuses on itself, the genre system of small forms of art.
The miniature has a single artistic nature and function which are common
to all types of art. In the field of fine arts, music, literature, miniature is a genre
associated with the specific principles of artistic organization that unite the
genre varieties of miniatures into a holistic phenomenon. This is the minimum
degree of concentration of content and accentuation of each semantic detail,
which leads to laconism and concentration of artistic composition. Chamber
space compressed and concentrated time (literature, music), the psychology
and aesthetics of the genre, associated with the subject of creativity (the image
of a person), characterize the miniature as the smallest genre model capable
of reflecting the world picture in a concentrated way.

Initially, the term “miniature” was related only to painting. The term
originated from the Latin word minium, meaning the name of the material
(red lead paint), which was painted with ornaments and initial letters of
handwritten books, then this name was turned into illustrations of
manuscripts, and later — into small images, mostly portraits adorning books
or things of applied art. With the lapse of time, this term has spread to other
types of artistic creativity, where it was used to refer to works of small form.

Various forms of art are characterized by the individual features of the
implementation of miniatures. Book portraits and lacquer miniatures are widely
spread in painting, as they reflect the nature and forms of fine art creation.

A book miniature, which existed in ancient Egypt, as well as in the
ancient culture and reached its heyday in the Middle Ages, is a handmade
graphic and decorative element of the design of handwritten books, e.g.,
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drawings, multicolor illustrations, initial letters, headpieces, endings, etc.
For the decoration of the text of the book with color images, the old masters
usually used gouache, watercolor, and glue paints.

A portrait miniature, which emerged in Europe in the Renaissance
as an independent genre and flourished in the XVIII century, is a pictorial or
carved (embossed) portrait of a small format (from 1.5 to 20 cm), autonomous
or inserted into a snuff box, clock, ring, medallion, etc. It was made with
watercolor and gouache, sometimes with oil or ceramic colors, as well as in
the technique of enamel on various types of paper, metal, or porcelain. By
the middle of XIX century, portrait miniature was replaced by daguerreotypes
and photography and disappeared in its classic form. The pictorial or
graphic portrait image, which had an autonomous, independent character,
was a specific type of miniature.

A lacquer miniature, which appeared in ancient China, is a small-
sized image made with lacquer oil or tempera on the surface of small items.
They could be separate lacquer plates, but more often such images
decorated objects of functional and household purpose, such as dishes,
decorative vases, jewelry boxes, and applied to wood, papier-méaché, or
metal. The procedure of applying lacquer was quite complex and multistep.
Lacquer miniature is known in Europe from the XV century, and its own
production appears in Germany, France, England, in XVII-XVIII centuries.
Another type of miniature in fine art is the sculptural miniature, which is a
full-volume, or embossed small (miniature) image made of bone, metal,
hard wood and stone, etc.

In literature and poetry, the term “miniature”, borrowed from painting, is
used to denote a few genres of dramatic or lyrical epic content. It can be a
story, play, sketches, short story, essays, and other works which are small.
The term “miniature” (referring to a small literary form) appeared in the
Concise Literary Encyclopedia and was later approved in literary criticism of
the 1970s and 1980s.

As a literary fact, a small form — a miniature — manifested itself in the
second half of XIX century, which first occurred in the works of |. Turgenev
(“Poems in prose”). By the end of XIX century, the miniature genre in the
Russian prose became widespread in the works of M. Gorky, V. Korolenko,
V. Garshin, S. Skitalets, and later in the works of |. Bunin, A. Kuprin. The
reflection of the processes occurring in the literature at the turn of the
century is the rethinking of traditional genres, overcoming the existing
genre structures and creating on their basis new genre forms, including
miniatures. The appearance of miniatures is causally related to incompleteness,
vagueness, fragmentary thinking in literary directions.
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According to literary critics, the main representative of a small form
of literary prose is the story. Its features — a lyrical beginning, a completely
undeveloped plot, the absence of the traditional stages of the deployment
of an action (exposition, denouement, etc.) — relate to the author’s desire to
express feelings, thoughts, and experiences. The events described in the
story can be layered on a story plot that has a space-time extent but is
beyond the scope of the narration. Thus, there is a fragmented narration
and brevity of the literary form.

The miniature genre becomes a kind of indicator of a writer's
craftsmanship, because in this genre, the author desires to fit a rather
significant content into an extremely small amount of form that needs to be
concentrated, thickened, condensed, thereby expanding the artistic space
of the miniature.

According to D. S. Likhachev, “a medieval man, seeks to embrace
the world as completely as possible, more widely, reducing it in his perception,
creating “a model” of the world — like a microworld”*®. Putting the model of his
own world into the narrow framework of a miniature, the writer faces an
insoluble contradiction of content and form. Following the external formal
laws of the miniature genre, one should not sacrifice the content and
reduce the wealth of the individual and the personal to the universal and
the world of images — to the system of symbols. Following the content, the
writer must either expand the miniature, thereby destroying it as a genre, or
create a cycle of miniatures — a paradoxical and unique genre formation
that allows, while preserving the form — sometimes purely external — to
express the integrity of the worldview.

In theatrical art, the notion of “miniature” refers to a one-act or multi-
act play, which takes up only a part of a theatrical evening. The production
of this kind of plays is usually done by specially created theaters of
miniatures. The repertoire of such theaters mainly consists of small one-act
plays and other types of so-called small art forms (monologues, couplets,
skits, variety dances, circus acts, etc.). The theater of miniatures has a
propensity to comedic and satirical, such as grotesque, parody; thus, an
important place is given to a miniature.

In music, miniature is a special kind of chamber genre. However,
the distinction between miniature and monumental form occurs not only in
terms of size (that is why the notions of “miniature” and “small form” should
be distinguished). In miniatures, attention is focused on detail and nuances.
K. Zenkin describes the peculiarity of the artistic time organization in
musical miniatures in the following way: “the temporal process appears as

19 Likhachev, Dmitriy. Historical poetics of Russian literature. St. Petersburg: Aleteyya, 1999.
p. 137.

98



CONCEPTS “MONUMENTAL” AND “MINIATURE” IN ART: HISTORY AND MODERNITY

one state it is placed inside it and in many respects is “skimmed” in it"%.
Thus, “miniature” as a property of musical matter (space) becomes nothing
more than a reflection of the “artistic picture” of the world. Nevertheless,
miniature genres are the result of the “life activity” of any historical
background, with the difference that in one epoch they manifest themselves
more vividly, in another they hide behind a great collection of monumental
works (often being their constituent parts).

Speaking about the music art, we must note that miniature thinking
was always inherent in it and manifested itself mainly at intonation and
genre-style levels, which became the main factor of the compositional unit
formation (small form).

Miniature, in addition to small volumes, presupposes the preservation
of the same proportions between the constituent parts which exist in the
corresponding large object. That is why monumental plots can be placed in
the context of miniature genres. Applying to the literature, any work can be
called a miniature. It should only comprise, in terms of the volume of its
images or ideas, the same range as a large literary work, and not limited to
any one moment snatched out of the context. In this case, the phenomenon
of the so-called synécdoche (from Greek — comprehension) is realized — the
transfer of a common name to a particular one, an expansion of the meaning.

Naturally, the question arises whether any compression (of artistic
time and space) is the evidence of the inclusion of a work in the genre
plane of a miniature. And if everything is understandable with works of
visual art, then with works of a spatiotemporal nature the discourse loses its
unambiguity.

Miniature in any form of art makes it possible to consider the complex
interactions of a person with the outside world, through understanding the
physical properties of matter and its kernels. The miniature emphasizes the
independent properties of the object, its semantic qualities, thereby “positioning”
them in the space of entities. The concept “a piece of music” (“piece” — a
part, a piece) evokes a representation or presentiment of the whole. It is a
particular musical realization of the universal order. It is no coincidence that
K. Zenkin points out that it was romantic subjectivism, as well as the desire
to comprehend the “immense” in a separate moment, that became the impetus
for the instrumental miniature crystallization.

In music, miniaturization is not limited to the compression process,
but is complemented by the possibility of a freeze frame as a reflection of a
moment of pure duration. Sharpening in the present moment, immediacy,
“frozen moment” are the essential basic miniatures in music. In modern musical

20 Zenkin, Konstantin. (1996). Piano miniature and ways of musical romanticism. (Ph.D.
dissertation). Moscow, Tchaikovsky Moscow State Conservatory, p. 9.
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art, a moment form has become the quintessence of this principle, presented
only at the level of individual moments. The correlate of this formative idea is
the concept form that is realized at the level of the general concept.

Summarizing the various musicological views on the issue of miniature
in music, let us name its permanent genre characteristics: following the principle
of “big in small’, symbolism and metaphorical features of the emotional-
figurative sphere, duality and ambivalence, semantic tension of intonation,
compactness and laconicism of the form, the tendency to supplement with
words and color, the intonation conditionality of the form, the intensification
of internal dramatic processes, as well as a subtle response to various
artistic concepts. It is no coincidence that the desire for miniaturization was
actualized in the chamber work of romantic composers (J. Field, Fr. Schubert,
F. Mendelssohn, etc.), which related to the need for detail as a manifestation
of individualism, the awareness of personality as a creative force.

A characteristic feature of miniatures, such as musical monads, is
their ability to unite in cycles. In this process, one can feel the movement of
the miniature towards the opposite result — monumentalizing. However, this
process does not affect all miniatures, which is due to the aesthetic and
cultural advantages of a particular epoch. N. Burlina?' defines the category
of the genre as a certain formalized invariant of the world’s model, the
human being’s concept, and the epoch’s thinking. Following this definition,
it becomes obvious why cyclization was the most important criterion for
shaping the music of romanticism (this is associated, in our opinion, with
the desire to express the idea of unity in diversity). On the contrary, in the
music of the late XX —XXI century, the need for multiple compositions is
eliminated. The influence of the post culture of modernity, devoid of integrity
and striving for fragmentation and openness, has led to the compression of
artistic time within the framework of even monumental genres. That is why
musical miniature partly becomes a “concentrate of the 21st century
style”??, which expresses the paradox of the current situation, when, within
the framework of the imaginary simplicity of the miniature genre, composers
manage to rise to large-scale common human issues.

In the modern cultural space, musical miniature is almost the best
way to embody musical ideas. A vivid demonstration of this status of
miniatures are projected by contemporary composers and performers, in
the center of which is miniature.

21 Burlina, Yelena. Culture and genre: methodological problems of genre formation and
genre synthesis. Saratov: Saratov University Publishing House, 1987.
22 Burlina, Yelena. op. cit., p. 26.
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A relatively traditional cycle is Three Mazurkas by Thomas Adés
(2009, duration 8 minutes), which are close but not like Chopin’s miniatures
because of its dotted rhythm in triple time and its shifting accents. These
mazurkas (Moderato, molto rubato, Prestissimo molto espressivo, Grave
espressivo) demonstrate different aspects of the same genre, gotten in a
stranger world, interpretated according to Adés’s style (the first theme
based on a pattern of widening intervals of descent) and “Tonality, which in
the case of Berceuse is described by Adés as ‘irrationally functional’?3.

In modern music, programmatic miniature remains relevant, but the
facets of programs are significantly expanding. Thus, “Fractal Miniatures”
(2012) for orchestra by Roger Zare is a cycle of eight miniatures (I. Sierpinski
Triangle, lteration I, Il. Flowsnake, lll. Newton Fractal, IV. Dragon Curve,
Iteration |, V. Mandelbrot Set, VI. Dragon Curve, Iteration I, VII. Nova Fractal,
VIII. Sierpinski Triangle, lteration Il), which reflects the composer’s impression
of contemplating fractals as a piece of art. Eight parts (total 11 minutes) are
arranged symmetrically around the fifth part, which becomes the center of
the fractal movement process. The outer parts, rhythmic and unyielding, beating
in a continuous rhythm in massive waves and falls, reflect the Sierpinski
Triangle pattern. The second movement, Flowsnake, reflects a snowflake
pattern and is a Gosper curve fractal, so the music consists of smooth lines
in the parts of different instruments, spiraling around each other, culminating in
an ensemble tutti and dissolving into a flute-clarinet blow.

The third and seventh movements begin in the same way with an
ensemble of cello and percussion instruments, which transcend unearthly
into a pointillistic texture. The third movement, Newton Fractal, continues
this idea in combination with various instruments replacing each other. The
seventh movement, Nova Fractal, develops more linearly, with a muted
trumpet solo over the amorphous texture of the trills of strings.

The fourth and sixth movements are named after Dragon Curve —
sharp and explosive, with sharp attacks and caustic passages — are almost
exactly mirror images of each other. The central part of the cycle is named
after a fractal called the Mandelbrot Set. The musical form of this miniature
is a characteristic convex fractal shape. Ostinato in 7/8 time, which is
transmitted from one instrument to another, creates the basis for fast lines
and unusual harmonies.

A lot of miniatures of the 21st century have a memorial theme that
becomes a method of composition. Six Fugitive Memories for piano (2015)
by Russian American composer Vera lvanova dedicated to composers

23 Church, Michael. Thomas Adés: In Seven Days etc. Classical Music.
https://www.classical-music.com/reviews/instrumental/thomas-ades-in-seven-days-etc/.
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who had anniversaries in 2016. The author removes her compositional style
and using quotations and allusions about the pieces of composers to whom
each miniature is dedicated. Composition No. 1 quotes Galina Ustvolskaya’s
piece “Dona nobis pacem” for piccolo, tuba, and piano and stylistically alludes
to her Piano Sonata No. 6. Piece No. 2 dedicated to Sergei Prokofiev and
uses the style of his works. Piece No. N. addressed to Morton Feldman and
his Vertical Thoughts and Triadic Memories. Miniature “Quasi una ciaccona” is
a portrait of Sofia Gubaidulina and quotes her Chaconne. “Playing Cimbalom”
dedicated with dedication to Gyorgy Kurtag. At least “Debutie”, which concludes
this cycle of memories, is a collage, addressed at the same time to Claude
Debussy’s and Eric Satie and contains quotations from their miniatures.
Interest is also attracted by such a phenomenon as the metacycle
of miniatures. Ten Piano Miniatures, by Mohammed Fairouz are an open
loop that began in 2005 with a small piece called “Nocturnal Snapshot’ and
continues until nowadays. Piano Miniature No. 1 was inspirited by Hanon
exercises, one of that becomes the accompaniment to the main tune. Piano
Miniature No. 2 is a slow dance of arpeggios without dissonance. Piano
Miniature No. 3 consists a citation from Bach’'s “Art of the Fugue”. Piano
Miniature No. 4 is identified by the author as a musical joke. Piano Miniature
No. 5 is a contrapuntal piece that based on a twelve-tone theme that is also a
musical joke out of two academic concepts. Piano Miniature No. 6 “Addio” is
dedicated to the departure of a beloved person. Piano Miniature No. 7 is a
little song as an attempt to capture the peace and warmth of the Pacific
sunset. The subject of Piano Miniature No. 8 is Bargemusic that is a classic
music venue and cultural icon in New York. Piano Miniature No. 9 “Lullaby
for a Chelsea Boy’ is a tender and static song dedicated to Kathleen Supove.
Piano Miniature No. 10 “Liberace” is a little character piece captured dedicated
to pianist Steven Blier. Piano Miniature No. 11 “For Syria” is a lullaby for
two children victims of terror in Syria. Piano Miniature No. 12 is a song without
words dedicated to Seamus Heaney. Piano Miniature No. 13 “America never
was America with me” was written as reaction to the death of Trayvon Martin.
At least the last four miniatures formed a series of character pieces
in which the composer sketched out the attributes of characters of villains
from the comic book series. Piano Miniature No. 14 “Mr. Freeze” imitates
the sound of a music box that Mr. Freeze created featuring an ice sculpture
of his wife. Piano Miniature No. 15 “Scarecrow” is extremely fast that
imitates the increased heartbeat of a terrified victim of the main character.
Piano Miniature No. 16A/16B “Two-Face” dedicated to Harvey Dent who
makes all his decisions on the flip of a coin. This miniature contains the
features of an aleatoric when the pianist flips a coin to determine whether
the audience will hear miniature 16A (Harvey Dent) or 16B (Two-Face).
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Miniature 16A is a chorale ever reaching upward and 16B, based on the
transformed motifs of 16A, which demonstrates the violent blackened psychotic
character of that character. Piano Miniature No. 17 “Riddler’ based on seven-
note motif that spells out “R-I-D-D-L-E-R” using a modified version of the 19®
century “French” system of generating musical cryptograms. The second motif
spells out “H-A-N-D” that is an answer to the favorite composer Riddler comics.

Composers continue experimenting with instrumental compositions
and forms of miniatures. However, the main feature of the work is the deepening
of the content, the use of philosophical subtext, and the metaphorical nature of
the statement. An example of this are “Miniatures” (2013) by Glauco Veiner
for piano, gongs, bells, and metal. Miniatures is dedicated to a Friulian poet
Mauro Valoppi. That pieces demonstrate the philosophy of their author
“Ritual’ opens with an unmistakable Bertoia, proving that ruptures in the
space-time continuum, regardless of what science fiction would have us
believe, are in reality subtle “events comprised of countless microportals” (Grillo,
2019). Other miniatures have symbolical names as well — “Byzantine Icon”,
“Prayer’, “Serenity”, “Abstractio”.

Four-minute miniature for strings “Agea” (2007) by Joseph Phibbs
is a frenetic and virtuosic piece, with expressive solos for the violin. According to
the composer’s style, this piece unites the emotional language of Phibbs
and echoes Monteverdis and Purcells styles by using an aria structure.
Despite its small scale, the miniature is characterized by a concentrated
musical language. “When four minutes bring such concentrated thought as
Joseph Phibbs’s Age, who’s measuring?”4.

In modern music, a lot of concerts and albums are dedicated to
miniatures. An example of this is the Musical Miniatures project (Jul 13/2018),
which featured miniatures by Krzysztof Penderecki, André Cormier, Jeff
Morton, Anna Hostman, Alex Eddington, Vera lvanova, Mohammed Fairouz,
Roger Zare. Each of the miniatures (or groups of miniatures) used represents
the composer’s personal microcosm. This project combines works for different
ensembles — from solo piano, chamber duet, string, quartet, and orchestra.

A similar project on Musical Miniatures is the album “A chacun sa
miniature by essemble Quatuor Bozzini’, which contains 31 miniatures by
contemporary composers. This is a vibrant portrait of the modern Canadian
music that diverse aesthetics of our time. The collection is a 31-part mosaic
of pieces by 31 modern composers who are alumni of the Composer’s
Kitchen between the years 2005 and 2010.

At the same time, miniature be considered an independent genre
(more precisely, a genre, class, or type), as it appears on the pages of

24 Phibbs, J. http://www.josephphibbs.com
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works by |. Govar, K. Zenkin and Ye. Nazaikinsky? Based on the definition
of the genre by Ye. Nazaikinsky, the answer to this question is devoid of
unambiguity, although, unlike the situation with the monumental, it seems
clearer. Only the form of its embodiment is constant for a miniature, which
is certainly associated with time scales (life purpose, conditions, and means of
performance, as well as the nature of the content become mobile characteristics
of the genre), which, in our opinion, is not enough to fix the genre name.

Perhaps it would be more accurate to use the term “miniature
(genre) style”, within which there are a lot of genre names and strategies
for their implementation that musical art has got.

Finally, within the problem of miniature and monumental in art, the
issue of boundary phenomena should be raised — monumental miniatures
and miniature monuments, the relevance of which has increased in recent
years, confirmed by numerous references to such phenomena on the Internet.
Examples of this kind of manifestation are the Miniature Monumental project
(2013), the Monumental Miniatures (l-111) exhibitions, sculptures by Phyllis
Thelen, the projects of Nemanja Nikolic Prika, Renato Nicolodi and others.
The works of Renato Nicolodi are interesting because of their philosophical
meaningfulness. A monument in the etymology of the English language is
directly associated with the concept of a monument as a memorial or ruin.
A memorial is a demonstration of an important historical phenomenon, a
warning sign, or a symbol message from the present to the future about the
past. For Nicolodi, the ruins are not just a memorial, a fetishized remnant of
the past of humanity, which participates in anchoring the present person in
myth and history, a message from the past to the present about the future.
A monument for an artist often overcomes the collective will and becomes
an individual project. The monument is a manifestation of M. Foucault’s
hero otopy (space within space) in the artist’s work. Nicolodi’'s works, in
accordance with this judgment, go beyond the collective space into the space of
the individual. Their ritual value is removed, and from the environment the
monument becomes an object, a symbol through which the participant can
interact with the tradition, continuing or violating it.

The situation is similar in the sphere of music. Musical miniatures,
often integrated into the framework of the epoch of finishing of traditions,
become aphoristic sketches, in which composers increasingly turn to
genre-style models of the music of the past. These are memorial dedications,
however, made in a miniature manner. There are a lot of examples of this
kind of miniatures — works by D. Shostakovich, V. Silvestrov, M. Shukh,
J. Adams, and others. Speaking about the play “/ / still / play” by J. Adams,
Kevin Wilt of the South Florida Classical Review wrote, «A short, curious
piece ... Absolute Jest, it plays in the sandbox of other composers to Adams’s
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clear enjoyment ... Adams here toys with fragments and progressions
borrowed from Bach and Beethoven, allowing Denk to provide a whimsical
spin on a familiar language»?°.

Conclusions

Comparing the semantics of the notions “monumental” and “miniature”,
given in various definitions, it should be noted their indisputable belonging
to the system of fundamental, basic notions of art, the formation of which
occurred throughout the entire history of the development of spiritual culture, in
the conditions of changing of social historical formations. Although the specific
semantic content of the notions “monumental” and “miniature” in each epoch
turned out to be fundamentally different, which related to the peculiarities of
artistic creativity of a particular historical period, their conceptual essence
remains unchanged, that gives grounds for their recognition as objective
categories of the whole history of art.

The problem of the relation between monumental and miniature in
various areas of artistic creativity can be considered in several aspects:

— from the point of view of the communicative function of art in its
focus on the audience and the resulting correlation as “work — spectator
(listener)”.

— from the standpoint of studying, the environment of existence, quite
different in each case.

— in the aspect of the study of specific forms and expressive means
peculiar to monumental and miniature.

One of the features of monumental art, focused on mass collective
perception, is its richness of broad content, open social character, dimensions,
“squareness”, representativeness. Based on the idea of large-scale
participation, monumental art seeks to go beyond itself to evoke, organize,
and subjugate the emotions of many people.

Miniature art associated with a private “home” interior, the nearest
chamber surrounding by an individual, or a small group of people, is designed
for a personal, intimate type of communication. It kind of confidentially
introduces the spectators (listeners) into its environment, allows them to go

25 Wilt, Kevin. Denk brings poised artistry to a program of somber variations at the Kravis
Center. South Florida Classical Review. Fri, Dec 7, 2018, 4:22 pm.
https://southfloridaclassicalreview.com/2018/12/denk-brings-poised-artistry-to-a-program-
of-somber-variations-at-the-kravis-center/
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deep into themselves, and establishes a “quiet”, sincere, personal contact
with them. The miniature tends to laconicism, chamberness of the artistic
form, special subtlety of expression, and variety of intonations and shades.

There is an interesting question about the general correlation of
monumental and miniature with the surrounding world — on the one hand,
and a human being themselves — on the other one. There are two possible
paths in art: the path leading from a person to the universe, and the path of
deepening into a unique human microcosm, the path up and the path
inward. The first direction is represented in monumental art, which seeks to
introduce a person to the world around them, to bring them beyond their
own personality, to make them feel their scale significance, and come
closer to understanding complex, general philosophical concepts, such as
the structure of the universe (cosmos). Therefore, monumental art has a
propensity to the impersonal, universal, eternal beginning and represents
the ascent to the higher spheres, erasing the boundaries between the
collective and the individual. Miniature, on the contrary, is ready to bring the
whole world to a person, to remake it to the subject of their personal,
separate, sometimes even momentary experience. It goes from universal to
individual, from large to small, and from this small to open its depth, which
could be comparable with the space depth, and seeks to reflect the whole
world in the human “I”.

Thus, the notions of “monumental” and “miniature”, with all their
differences, which are confirmed by the definitions given in various sources,
are nevertheless interrelated and together constitute an inseparable unity.
They manifest themselves in different ways in each form of art. For some,
the prevalence of a particular trend is characteristic for others — organic
synthesis of monumental and miniature.

A comparison of the notions of “monumental” and “miniature” and a
comparative analysis of the main qualities of monumental art and miniature
showed that the miniature, which is one of the areas of artistic creativity
and is peculiar to various types of art, is embodied in the desire for brevity,
the use of small forms, the tendency to reflect the main idea in the so-called
“pure” form, without the need to focus on secondary artistic tasks. Due to its
genre versatility, the miniature has a wide spectrum of reality reflection and
allows to turn to different aspects of life, to put in the center both social and
philosophical issues.

Prospects for further investigation indicate that the subject of the
article, related to the study of the relation between the notions of “monumental”
and “miniature”, can be continued in projections on the genre system of
musical art.
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SUMMARY. Style, as a category of musicology, has been studied by scholars
of different times. It has a wide range of questions under inquire. The
problems of forming a system of style levels have repeatedly been the subject
of scientific research. The article is devoted to the study of scientific information
sources that consider the principles of style hierarchy, individual, national
levels, and their importance in higher systems — the style of genres and eras.
Based on research of scholars’ opinions in the field of music style, conclusions
about features of hierarchy of style levels, dynamics of their formation are
made. Individual style is dominant in the formation of other style levels, in
particular styles of genres and era. At the heart of the problem of the individual
style study is the personality of the composer with the characteristic features
of individual oeuvre. The national style is formed based on social factors,
professional national creativity, and folk traditions. The national style manifests
the features of the historical category, therefore over time it acquires new
characteristic features. Epochal style is a complex coexistence of national
music cultures; it subordinates the styles of genres. Thus, the study of the
category of style, its theoretical problems, in particular the dynamics of the
formation of style levels, demonstrates the timeliness and the need for
further exploration.

Keywords: music style, individual style, national style, genre, era.

In the study of musical art, special attention is paid to the problems
of style as an important category of musicology. The style is characterized
by multi-leveledness, therefore scholars often interpret it from different
perspectives and points of view. However, a stable hierarchical system of
main levels has been formed, characterized by the qualities of individual
style, creative genre, national school, historical style or the style of the era.
This fact has been recognized by scientists of various times and has
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become the basis of modern studies. This attitude is highlighted in the
article by Olha Lihus and Valentyn Lihus which points to “the dialectic of
particular, special and general through a hierarchy of individual and collective
(historical and epochal, national, school styles and genres) styles.”? In our
opinion, such a classification is quite universal and systematizes the multilevel
category of style as part of the process of musical and creative thinking.

Michael Mykhailov® organizes a hierarchical system of style levels in
a different way. For him, the epochal style is the highest level, and all other
styles are subordinated. Many modern researchers believe that such a
division does not correspond to the “specificity of style forming processes in
music, to that pervasive interpenetration that prevails in these processes.™
This point of view has become especially relevant, i.e., it has a dialectical
connection with the process of strengthening the role of the individual in the
Romantic era. Such differences in the style hierarchy are because, as
Valentina Kholopova points out, “the phenomenon of style in general is
ancient, the phenomenon of individual composer style is relatively recent.”
The researcher explains: “The problem of the first is scientifically solvable
and relatively solved, the problem of the second must be solved, but for
some reason it cannot be grasped.™

The problem of style, in particular the style hierarchy, has repeatedly
appeared in the works of musicologists from different countries, but requires
systematization, generalization, and modern scientific research in the field
of style levels. There are works of past centuries, where the system of style
research in music is given much attention. The concept of “epochal style”,
its formulation is associated with Johann-Joachim Vinkelman,® in whose
works the historical-evolutionary approach to the study of ancient Greek art,
which he considered as exemplary, “classical”’, was manifested. As far back
as the XVIII century, there appeared studies by Giovanni Battista Martini,
John Hawkins and Charles Burney who began to apply the concept of
“style” to music.

Much attention is paid to the “style of the era” in the works of Herman
Laroche,” where the art critic contrasts different styles, specifying the

2 Qlha Lihus, & Valentyn Lihus, The problem of style in musicological research: the experience
of systematization, in: A young scientist, issue 1(2), 2018, p. 674.

3 Michael Mykhailov, Style in music, Music, Leningrad, 1981.

4 Olha Katrych, Performer musician's style (theoretical and aesthetic aspects), Renaissance,
Kyiv — Drohobych, 2000, p. 8.

5 Valentina Kholopova, Towards the theory of style in music: unsolved, solvable, unsolvable, in:
Academy of music, issue 3, 1995, p. 165.

6 Johann-Joachim Vinkelman, Selected works and letters, Academia, Moscow, 1935.

7 Herman Larosh, Collection of musical critical articles, The partnership of I. N. Kushnerev,
Moscow, vol. 1, 1913.
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differences between them. The researcher insists on the need for musicians to
understand the stylistic patterns as “customs” on which, like verbal language,
musical language is based.

The phenomenon of individual style became a priority in the system
of components of the style category since its special significance in the
history of musical art has been confirmed by many scholars. M. Mykhailov
notes that “the work of individual artists is the basis on which the collective
style levels appear.” The researcher believes that it is at this very stage
that the most important processes of creative and stylistic relationships, the
combination of general and special, take place. Victoria Sukhantseva also
expresses solidarity with this understanding of the role of individual style
and notes that “creative style exceeds the style of the era”, “brings the
cultural and historical norm to the limit, displaces and obscures it, as a result of
which the style of classicism becomes the style of Mozart and Goethe; the
style of romanticism is repeatedly personified — from Heine to Wagner, from
Byron to Chopin.”™ Thus, it is the composer’s work, his individual style, being
the object of analytical research, that becomes the formative stage, more
precisely, the source of the emergence of style genres, eras and national
characteristics of the style. At the same time, the concept of individual style
often replaces the general meaning of the term “style”, as indicated by Valentina
Kholopova'® and Irina Kokhanyk."!

Individual composer thinking is in constant dynamics of development
since, as Antonina Chubak states, “any style system tends to constant renewal
and evolution; changing qualitatively, it seems to expand its own stylistic
boundaries.”'? As a result, the style has certain stages of renewal which are
often divided into the following components: “early”, “mature” and “late”
within the individual style. However, this is not the only unified system that
reveals the essence of the process, but one that reflects it most clearly and
precisely. The problem of the evolution of style is developing among scholars
in two directions: style as a variable category, and style as a “signature” that
remains unchanged. Both positions seem justified to us. Alternatively,
Yevgeniy Nazaykynskyi,'® agreeing with both, considers the second position

8 Michael Mykhailov, op. cit., p. 107.

9 Victoria Sukhantseva, Music as a human world. From the idea of the universe to the
philosophy of music, Fact, Kyiv, 2000, p. 136.

10 Valentina Kholopova, op. cit., p. 166.

™ Irina Kokhanyk, On the issue of the dialectic of style and non-style in the process of style formation,
in: Scientific Bulletin of the National Academy of Music of Ukraine, issue 37, 2004, p. 38.

2 Antonina Chubak, “Non-stylistic and stylistic dimensions of the composer's creative
maturity”, Dissertation for the Degree of Candidate of Arts, Lviv, 2017, p. 133.

3 Yevgeniy Nazaykynskyi, Style and genre in music: a manual for students of higher
educational institutions, Humanitarian Publishing Center VLADOS, Moscow, 2003, p. 46.
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to be the closest, as it is determined by the genetic aspect of the style
which remains unchanged. The same opinion is held by Oleksandr Kozarenko
who considers the basis of creativity, including individual composer's style, a
sign system that forms a peculiar and original “pan-significance”, which the
musicologist defines as a “set of invariable semantic elements (“signs-
edges” according to M. Kotsyubynska) that are especially significant for the
composer, and which the author transfers from one composition to another
throughout his creative life.”4

At the “early” stage of individual style, two tendencies were expressed
in the composers' musical compositions: the use of traditional school norms
and attempts to overcome them, which gave rise to rather abrupt and
unexpected decisions. However, this kind of protest leads to the path of
becoming individual and innovative in art. Yelena Markova argues that in
the emerging author we find a “stylistic core”, which is at the “intersection of
a consciously chosen stylistic landmark (Wagner's “idol” in the 1830s was
G. Meyerbeer) and an unconscious desire for the intonational idea, the
content’s fractures of which are palpable rather intuitively than intonationally
and precisely.”"®

The most concentrated, in terms of the accumulation of innovative
features, is the mature period of the artist's work, with a certain hierarchy of
opuses. Anatoliy Lunacharsky's remark will be significant in this respect:
“Vivid expression of style can be seen only in some, so-called central, works,
while on the periphery there will be works either transitional to another style,
or those which have insufficiently expressed character of this style.”'® At the
same time, researchers claim that in the mature and late periods of creativity
there is a tendency to simplify musical language, refusal of farfetchedness,
technical tricks, etc., which leads to the subordination of recognized and
traditional means to individual principles. But the mature period of creativity
demonstrates the formation of worldview, aesthetic foundations and thematic
preferences. Often the late style becomes a continuation of the mature, but
there are some signs that contribute to their conventional demarcation. The
transition to the late style is associated with a change in genre priorities,
means, forms and methods of realization of the idea and, of course, with
life circumstances.

4 Oleksandr Kozarenko, The phenomenon of the Ukrainian national musical language,
Shevchenko Scientific Society, Lviv, 2000, pp. 88—89.

5 Yelena Markova, The intonation of musical art: a scientific rationale and problems of
pedagogy, Musical Ukraine, Kyiv, 1990, p. 117.

6 Anatoliy Lunacharsky, Aesthetics, literary criticism. Articles, reports, speeches (1928-1933) /
eds. I. S. Chernoutcan, & U. A. Guralnik, in: Collected Works. Literature Studies. Critique.
Aesthetics / ed. I. Anisimov, vol. 8, Imaginative literature, Moscow, 1967, p. 470.
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The category of individual style can also include the problem of the
style of the composition since the composer is a subject of a certain style
level, while a musical composition is an object of stylistic thinking that reflects
the process of composer’s creativity and absorbs features of his individual
style. In the stylistic system of a creative individual, a composition, or a series
of compositions, is distinguished and where we can see completely different,
even opposite features, not inherent in his work, or compositions that
outline an independent stylistic category, represent a stylistically complete
whole, influencing not only the future process of style formation of the artist
but also the style of individual national schools or genres, forming a stable
system of compositional thinking of the era. Thus, the compositions of Claudio
Monteverdi's opera “Orpheus”, Johann Sebastian Bach's “Well-Tempered
Clavier”, Ludwig van Beethoven's “Ninth Symphony”, Richard Wagner's opera
“Tristan and Isolde” and others were the hallmarks of the era. A musical
composition is a carrier of a specific form, content, system of images, genre,
etc. This stylistic specificity distinguishes this level from the style of the
individual, or style of genre, composer school. However, a single composition,
even having a high level of individualization, cannot be perceived outside
the artistic processes that take place in each era. “A complete and deep
understanding and explanation of the style of a particular composition, as
Alexander Sokolov points out, requires an appeal to the connections in
which it is created and lives.”"” Thus, it is impossible to understand the
special and original in style without understanding the general, because the
general, characterized by the unity of features, forms the science of style.

At the heart of the problem of the individual style research is the
personality of the composer with the characteristic features of individual
creativity. “Personality is what generates and gives birth to a unique composition
in style or its performance. The genetic connection with the source is an
essential, central criterion of stylistic quality”, said Ye. Nazaykynskyi.'® The
process of formation, evolvement and development of innovative style is
long and complex since it is based on a high level of talent in combination
with professional training, worldview, life experience, knowledge of folk and
professional art. Individuals produce culture, become an expression of
national art, form styles of genres, eras, and the viability of culture depends
on them. Such individuals are called passionaries. According to Ivan
Liashenko, “the passionarity of ethnic groups forms a mosaic culturogenesis
of the peoples of the world, the origin of the national identity of their cultural
traditions, and hence the ethnic genotype of the first (national —-Yu.K-I.) and

7 Alexander Sokolov, Style theory, Art, Moscow, 1968, p. 182.
8 Yevgeniy Nazaykynskyi, op. cit., p. 19.
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then of the second (international — Yu. K.-1.) national-historical tendencies
in the cultural development of nationalities and nations that follow the
mentioned genotype but are included in a more complex socio-historical
progression.”?

Thus, the composer's thinking is the basis of the national style, enters a
corresponding dialogue with it. As a result, we observe the correlation of
the processes of their formation and development where the inevitable
complementarity of the features of individual and national art takes place.
The connections between various categories of style are different in relation
to the age classification of an individual style. After all, at the beginning of
creative activity, the subject of creativity uses traditional techniques and
methods, characteristic of the “symbolic structures” of the historical style or
style of genre, the composition school more actively. However, over time, in
the process of evolutionary development of composer thinking, the author's
individual or special becomes more expressive and dominant, i.e., stylistic.

Individual style produces collective styles, while becoming part of
them. Therefore, collective styles are formed based on the richness of
individual creativity, and personal composer features depend on the genre
to which they belong. Such a close correlation in the process of style
creation leads to differences in issues of style levels (individual, national,
style of genre and era) and their place in the style hierarchy.

One of the levels of the style hierarchy is the national style, which
Michael Mykhailov defines as “a form of expression of musical and image
content that reflects worldviews, perception of the world, ideas, emotions
specific to a particular national culture.”® The researcher emphasizes:
“National schools have historically occupied such an important place that
they allow us to consider the concept of national style as an independent
style level.”?! Givi Ordzhonikidze connects the national typicality of the creative
style with “the expression of the national-characteristic, i.e. peculiarities of
mentality, worldview, temperament, artistic views, ethical and aesthetic credo
of the people.”??

Nadezhda Goryukhina derives the definition of “national style”, focusing
on its procedural nature, based on a mixture of tendencies of “formation of
the logic of national forms of thinking” and “convergence of national forms
with the universal logic of thinking”. According to N. Goryukhina, “national

9 lvan Liashenko, National and international in music, Scientific thought, Kyiv, 1991, p. 19.

20 Michael Mykhailov, Essays on style in music: articles and excerpts, Music, Leningrad, 1990,
p. 255.

21 Michael Mykhailov, Style in music, Music, Leningrad, 1981, p. 210.

22 Givi Ordzhonikidze, Some characteristic features of the national style in music, in: Musical
contemporary: collection of articles, issue 1, 1973, p. 144.
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style is a holistic system of artistic thinking which is in constant formation, in
interaction (crossing, diffusion, blending, even in opposition) of general and
special — universal norms of thinking and individual forms of its manifestation
in national culture.”

National style is formed based on social factors. Therefore, if a musical
composition or other piece of art embodies life, the world around it, then it
necessarily manifests national characteristic features. Thus, I. Liashenko
considers national originality in art in different national planes which he
defines as “external’, i.e., subjective features of the psychology of specific
socio-ethnic groups and objective specific conditions of economic life,
socio-historical existence of these groups, and “internal” factors that are
“related to the consistent patterns of artistic thinking in sound images”. The
researcher refers to them as “style-forming patterns and national traditions
materialized in specific samples of art.”* N. Goryukhina sees the formation
of a national in line with the spiritual reflection of ethnic processes. The
researcher writes: “The national is formed as an individual system of
thinking of the nation and people, which is constantly dependent on and
interconnected with the system of human thinking.”?® During active state
formation, national thinking is also formed, and it contributes to the
establishment of national schools and styles.

The active establishment of national music schools in Europe took
place in the nineteenth century, during the Romantic period. At this time,
folklore is becoming a source of self-expression of the people and the basis
of creativity of the individual which was opposed to the negative processes
of socio-cultural change. Professional creativity is filled with intonation ideas of
national folklore, with its various genres of songs, principles of musical
language. A new type of hero is being formed — a defender of national interests,
offended and disadvantaged. The monologue of the utterance comes to the
fore, which O. Markova characterizes as “a first-person utterance and
affirmation in the artistic image of the right to be heard for those who have
acquired their individual voice in art and are socially “silent”.?8

Ye. Nazaykynskyi suggests that the formation of nations, which took
place in Europe during the Renaissance, contributed to the previously
formed various ethnic communities within which “their own culture was
developing and the preconditions for the formation of local regional features
of musical culture were realized, especially that part of it associated with

23 Nadezhda Goriukhina, National style: the concept and experience of analysis, in: Problems of
musical culture: collection of articles / ed. I. N. ludkin, issue 2, 1989, pp. 58-59.

24 |van Liashenko, op. cit., p. 17.

25 Nadezhda Goriukhina, op. cit., p. 56.

26 Yelena Markova, op. cit., p. 104.
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folk art.” At the same time, according to the researcher, these features were
combined with the influence of the church which demanded “unity of forms,
content and language of Catholic sacred service”. Ye. Nazaykynskyi singles
out the interaction of two forces — “integrating” and “differentiating”, where the
first is associated with the spread of Christianity, intensive economic and
cultural ties, and the second one “acted from the depths of ethnic groups,
nationalities, national languages and dialects that seek to preserve their
integrity, purity and specificity.”?” Such components of the national style
were continued in subsequent periods; a similar tendency does not disappear
in our time either.

As was already mentioned, collective styles, including national style,
are formed based on a set of individual style systems that are closely linked
to the creativity of the people, folklore sources and the specific worldview of
a culture. Many researchers consider folklore, which nourishes the work of
composers with its intonations, to be the defining category of the national
style formation. Thus, Nellie Shakhnazarova argues that folk art in music is
“the basis of its means of expression and originality of style, the basis of its
thinking, the basis, often, of its imagery.”?® At the same time, not only the
folklore elements of national schools are important, but also their professional
national oeuvre. M. Mykhailov sees the expression of national identity in
music in these two features and considers the connection with folklore
sources to be the “most “tangible” and relatively stable feature of the national”,
and the connection with “national professional creative work, with its different
traditions and style trends” as an important, but not always well-appreciated
factor of expression of national identity in music.?° Analyzing the interaction
of folk and professional art, |. Liashenko argues that “folk traditions nourish
the national composer schools”, affirming their own intonation folk model in
the pan-European musical thinking. It becomes a kind of subsystem in the
hierarchy of historical styles, eras, and the core of the stylistic subsystem
becomes national as such. The researcher originally considers this style
system on the basis of Hegel's concept of triads: “The functions of the
thesis are assumed by the national-specific (monoethnic), the functions of
the antithesis — by the international (polyethnic), the functions of synthesis
— by nationally special as a monostylistic nucleus overgrown “from within”
with mono- and polyethnic, and “externally” — with non-ethnic stylistic strata.”3°

27 Yevgeniy Nazaykynskyi, op. cit., p. 49.

28 Nellie Shakhnazarova, Intonational “dictionary” and the problem of nationality, Music, Moscow,
1966, p. 34.

2% Michael Mykhailov, Style in music, Music, Leningrad, 1981, p. 231.

30 |van Liashenko, op. cit., p. 61.
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Thus, a multi-layered system of stylistic structure is formed, where elements of
folklore perform a fundamental function, forming specific features of the
national style.

Alexander Sokolov suggests using the concept of “national styles” in
plural, since “the richness and diversity of national art is not expressed in
one style.”®! National art has a long history of existence and development,
so it is impossible to generalize all manifestations of the national with one style
system. However, each nationality creates its own national culture which
makes changes in the general levels, or can be separated from them, creating
their own stylistic patterns, which allows it to rise above other styles. The
formation of individual local cultures is based on the involvement of elements
and means of folk art in professional art. Such separate folklore centers
form a national style based on certain communities, which Ye. Nazaykynskyi
divides into two nationwide tendencies: socio-cultural, socio-psychological
aspects of culture and the influence of the general “unified system of
speech (phonetic, grammatical, intonational).”3?

The understanding of style as a “typological pattern of thinking”
(I. Liashenko) in close connection with the national musical language is
found in the study of O. Kozarenko. He considers music, its language as a
“semiological system”, and the national musical language, in his words, is
manifested “in specific local sign systems which are the author's speech
codes.”?® “National musical language, according to the researcher, is a
characteristic non-verbal sign system that provides fixation — preservation —
reproduction — transmission (in synchronic and diachronic dimensions) of
emotional and figurative information essential for the ethnos with the help of
specific music means.”3* Thus, the national musical language is one of the
main features of the national style, its expresser.

National style is a rather dynamic phenomenon that is developing
historically but is not replaced by a new style formation. It is unique for the
whole national culture and, at the same time, acquires new features under
the influence of time, the development of society. Thus, we can observe a
certain dynamic of the features of the national style due to the development
of nations. The degrees of formation of national features in the national
style conceptualized by N. Goriukhina demonstrate clear boundaries of its
manifestation and dynamic processes of their formation. The researcher
creates such a hierarchical line of features according to which purely national
features at some point may become universal. She singles out: “syncretism of

nationwide and national features”, “formation of nationally colored language

31 Alexander Sokolov, op. cit., p. 193.

32 Yevgeniy Nazaykynskyi, op. cit., pp. 50-51.
33 Oleksandr Kozarenko, op. cit., p. 12.

34 Oleksandr Kozarenko, op. cit., p. 57.
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means in art in line with folklore tradition and identification of national style”,
“achievement of national art level of universal, expanding the range of means
of expression and enriching national style with achievements of other national
schools”, “the entry of outstanding achievements of national art into universal
culture, spiritual unity with a clear orientation of art to its national style.”3®

An important criterion of the general national style is the moment of
imitation, attention to traditions. The style of each musician is directly
dependent on the atmosphere of formation of creative personality, historical
conditions, the national circle of traditions that contributed to the birth and
growth of nationally characteristic individual. National style is a historical
category that is constantly evolving, acquiring new characteristics, enriched
with unique features. Moreover, the traditions continue to influence the process
of historical development of national culture and style. G. Ordzhonikidze,
analyzing the peculiarities of the national style, notes: “Tradition is a natural
support of any artistic discovery, and it makes no sense to oppose continuity
in thinking to innovation. The normal evolution of artistic culture presupposes
the dialectical unity of these two factors.” Tradition presupposes the relative
stability of certain aspects of culture, however, as the researcher points out,
“the condition of its existence, its effectiveness is a constant internal renewal,
the ability to change according to the requirements of time.”® Thus, the new
appears based on traditions, on the terms of the creative method which will
promote the integrity of the national style. Innovation in the national style is
mainly based on an individualized approach to folk elements, involves not
only a successful selection of folklore sources, but also the ability to identify
the deep foundations of creativity, “undermeanings”, and to professionally
transform, re-intone them, find new colors etc. |. Liashenko defines the
mechanisms of tradition formation as follows:

“From the very beginning of the emergence of music as an art,
the peculiarities of the psychology of the ethnic groups that gave
rise to it are objectified only through the associative-intonational
“recoding” of these features into artistic image and sound matter.
Experiencing intonation-image maodification, relatively stable
ethnic features of collective psychology become an artistic
tradition in music which, in turn, contributes to the consolidation
of some features of social psychology, creates certain, constant
types of psycho-reactions through the practice of music-intonation
communication and thus, leaves its noticeable imprint on the
cultural heritage of future generations.”’

35 Nadezhda Goriukhina, op. cit., p. 58.
36 Givi Ordzhonikidze, op. cit., pp. 147-148.
37 lvan Liashenko, op. cit., pp. 22-23.
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The dynamics of the emergence of national style is associated with
a change in traditions. G. Ordzhonikidze considers the process of their
development as “a process of incessant individualization, crystallization from
more general properties of such moments which at first can be perceived as
partial, insignificant, and during the evolution of the creative process become
unique and at the same time regular.” The valuable achievement of the
national is the classical traditions which have gained some realization,
influenced future creative processes, and were reflected on the principles of
artistic thinking. Another process is possible, and the researcher defines it
as “coagulation, attenuation of certain impulses,” i.e. the disappearance of
certain features of artistic thinking.®®

At the same time, the process of forming a national style is likely to
be enriched by “non-national” artistic traditions. In this aspect Sergey Tyshko
aptly defines the national style as follows: “National style in music is a
correction of individual and historical styles in the conditions of this national
culture and in the processes of adaptation and generation of stylistic
features, based on the system of selection, accumulation and synthesis of
stable features of folklore and professional music of the people, as well as
the assimilation of elements of non-national musical cultures...”® However,
the researcher's definition overemphasizes style categories, understanding
the national style as an integral part of individual and historical styles.

Artist’'s or musician’s awareness of being a part of one or another
nation to some extent depends, as Ye. Nazaykynskyi points out, on the
“interaction of native culture with non-national cultures and their elements
and on what other nations and cultures (languages, art, etc.) the person
encounters. Moreover, it can be claimed that the very phenomenon of the
national is conceivable only in the system of nations, and for an isolated
people it would be unconceivable.”°

I. Liashenko expresses the opinion about the direct dependence of
the formation of separate, in particular national, style systems on the
experience and traditions of world art. Realizing the role of the non-national
factor in the dialogue of cultures, the researcher convinces that “without a
deep, truly creative comprehension and rethinking of the world progressive
composer experience gained in the cultures of the world on the basis of the
original ethno-style, folk-music traditions, the formation of original artistic
and stylistic patterns is out of the question...”" The researcher devises a

38 Givi Ordzhonikidze, op. cit., p. 150.

39 Sergey Tyshko, The problem of national style in the Russian opera. Glinka, Mussorgsky,
Rimsky-Korsakov, P. Tchaikovsky Kyiv State Conservatory, Kyiv, 1993, pp. 7-8.

40 Yevgeniy Nazaykynskyi, op. cit., pp. 53-55.

41 |van Liashenko, op. cit., p. 221.
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“specific law of music development of ethnic groups”, according to which
since the emergence of the national factor in music, two interdependent
tendencies operate simultaneously:

1) “progress in the sphere of national differentiation of music cultures,
their internal development on their own traditional ethnic basis”.

2) progress in the sphere of “their international consolidation, the
development of their international basis.”*?

Non-national influence occurs because of involving of both the
elements of professional creativity and the folk intonations of another
people in one's own national culture. M. Mykhailov distinguishes two types
of approaches:

1) “non-national folk intonations are acquired in the process of
assimilation of stylistic elements (especially in the melodies. — Yu. K.-1.) of
any other representative of another national school;”

2) “deliberate experiences of reproduction of non-national (more
precisely, intonation and image) atmosphere of another nationality, usually
associated with the involvement of real (or relatively real) folk genre material
from folklore collections or records.”3

During the assimilation of extramusic features, the latter, combined
with the originality of the author's style and their own national traditions,
lose significantly. This kind of totality of “national-heterogeneous elements”
(M. Mykhailov's term) causes the phenomenon of polystylistics.

At the same time, there is a kind of intersection of the national style
with other levels of style — with the style of genres, historical styles, styles
of eras and individual styles. Within the epochal style, the coexistence of
different national music cultures is possible; the style of genre may be
limited to one national school, but it can also demonstrate a multinational
pattern. A. Sokolov defines the national style as “a higher level of stylistic unity
compared to the style of genre.” From the standpoint of unity, the researcher
characterizes the style of the genre, revealing it as “the commonality of
those stylistic features that bring together the work of artists in this genre.”*4
Thus, the style of the genre does not have clear specifics like its other
“single” manifestations, but it becomes a generalization of individual styles.
These categories of style show a certain interdependence, correlation of
the processes of existence and development. As a result of such a ratio,
there is a “stylistic selection” of the most significant features which will
become the defining features of the genre and separate the superfluous
and the “weak” in meaning.

42 |van Liashenko, op. cit., p. 15.
43 Michael Mykhailov, Style in music, Music, Leningrad, 1981, p. 232.
44 Alexander Sokolov, op. cit., pp. 175, 193.
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The style of the genre differs in the absence of a specific author's
coloring, as the latter has a characteristic unity of features, methods,
ideological and figurative content, and the style of the genre does not have
such unity. It combines different stylistic manifestations, assumes the
functions of “the style of styles.” “Different style genres,” as M. Mykhailov
writes, “are usually combined by certain national traditions, as well as by
the inevitable “seal of time."*® However, as the researcher notes, the main
thing is the features that distinguish the genres from each other. Both the
individual elements selected by the style of the genre and the ways of their
use, which have found commonality with other genres, become important.
M. Mykhailov believes that “the number of genetically distinctive elements
between synchronous style systems in general cannot be very large”, and
argues that “for any composer of a certain era, regardless of the genre which
he joins, there is a range of phenomena with which a hereditary connection is
somehow almost inevitable at a given historical moment.”® Having the
intonation “dictionary” of the era is very important for composers because,
as noted by N. Shakhnazarova, “completely ignoring it, the composer risks
being left alone, and his music will be socially non-functioning.”” The
intonations of the era perform a civic function and are reflected in various
spheres of life. “What intonations the era was full of,” Boris Asafyev writes,
“that’'s what it sought to hear in music.” The meaning of the “dictionary of
the era” is widely considered in the works of a scientist who believes that it
is impossible to speak or sing outside a certain emotional and intonational
dictionary of the era... “Each stage of the evolution of music,” notes B.
Asafyev, “has its inherent music intonation system and is constantly
replenished through new perceptions of music phenomena with oral, a kind
of music-intonation dictionary which is stored in the living memory of
contemporaries and listeners, and significantly affects the general tastes,
their changes, the perception and evaluation of <...> performed musical
compositions and the passion for certain intonations.”*® The sources of
formation of the intonation fund are folk music and developed auditory culture.

There are also separate “semantic resources”, “genre symbols”,
“genre models” that O. Kozarenko refers to as “signs of a certain era.”® At
the same time, analyzing the work of M. Lysenko, the researcher notes the

45 Michael Mykhailov, op. cit., p. 208.

46 Michael Mykhailov, op. cit., p. 209.

47 Nellie Shakhnazarova, op. cit., pp. 51-52.

48 Boris Asafyev, Selected works on Soviet music; Musical form as a process / ed. |. E. Grabar,
in: Selected Works, Publishing house of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR. Moscow, vol. 5,
1957, p.127.

49 QOleksandr Kozarenko, op. cit., p. 83.
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significance of individual tonalities (b-moll, parallel major in the middle of
the funeral march).

The style of the genre is subject to the style of the era — a higher
level of style hierarchy. To properly evaluate a work of art, artistic, literary
or musical composition, to realize its significance, it is necessary, according
to Henry Wolfflin, “to understand the general form of contemplation of the
known era.”® Thus, in art the general features prevail and are above signs
of separate genres. We often find the idea that each subsequent era, each
new generation of artists introduces their own new style. However, the style
of the era is not limited to one genre, it is formed from different components,
and there is a certain advantage of individual style formations which form
an idea of the general style of the era. A. Sokolov notes: “There is no style
of the era, but there is a style that creates the era in art.”®" Thus, the art of
the era is a complex, multi-layered phenomenon, the components of which
can differ or converge significantly. As a result, we find examples of common
styles in different arts, combined within one era. Consequently, common
patterns in peculiar groups: music with literature, theater, painting, architecture,
etc. are typically studied. Identifying the dominants of the era is an important
task of modern research in various fields of art which has affected the
emergence of a new type of musicology related to adjacent sciences:
philosophy, culture studies, aesthetics, literature and linguistics, psychology,
psychoanalysis, ethnopsychology and more.

Thus, in different periods of the history of music, certain patterns
that characterize the era, intonation reserve, traditions, and experiences,
which are passed on to the next generation, become important.

Conclusions

As a result of our research, an attempt to systematize views on the
problems of the style hierarchy, the principles of classification of its levels
were made. The peculiarities of the formation of individual and national music
styles were revealed, the style of genre and era as the highest categories of
the style hierarchy were characterized. The priority of an individual style,
based on which other style levels arise, is determined. Individual composer
thinking is the basis of the national style, which is formed mainly based on
folk traditions, as well because of professional national creativity. At the
same time, because of the activity of separate centers of the national style,
general tendencies are formed, which indicate the correlation in the existence

50 Henry Wolfflin, Basic concepts of art history. The problem of style evolution in new art /
trans. A. A. Frankovskii, Academia, Moscow, 1930, p. xxxiv.
51 Alexander Sokolov, op. cit., p. 184.
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of different national cultures. National style is a historical category, so over time
it acquires new characteristics. The epochal style demonstrates the complex
coexistence of national music cultures and subordinates the styles of genres.

Thus, the studied issues of the dynamics of the formation of style
levels and other issues of the category of style have great prospects.
Research in the field of individual, national styles, styles of genres and eras
is important in the modern scientific sphere not only in the theoretical
aspect, but also in practical application when identifying features of certain
composers, national schools, and genres.

REFERENCES

Asafyev, Boris, Selected works on Soviet music; Musical form as a process / ed.
I. E. Grabar, in: Selected Works, Publishing house of the Academy of
Sciences of the USSR. Moscow, vol. 5, 1957.

Chubak, Antonina, “Non-stylistic and stylistic dimensions of the composer's creative
maturity”, Dissertation for the Degree of Candidate of Arts, Lviv, 2017.
Goriukhina, Nadezhda, National style: the concept and experience of analysis, in:
Problems of musical culture: collection of articles / ed. I. N. ludkin, issue 2,

1989 (p. 52-65).

Katrych, Olha, Performer musician's style (theoretical and aesthetic aspects),
Renaissance, Kyiv — Drohobych, 2000.

Kholopova, Valentina, Towards the theory of style in music: unsolved, solvable,
unsolvable, in: Academy of music, issue 3, 1995 (p. 165-168).

Kokhanyk, Irina, On the issue of the dialectic of style and non-style in the process
of style formation, in: Scientific Bulletin of the National Academy of Music of
Ukraine, issue 37, 2004 (p. 37-42).

Kozarenko, Oleksandr, The phenomenon of the Ukrainian national musical language,
Shevchenko Scientific Society, Lviv, 2000.

Larosh, Herman, Collection of musical critical articles, The partnership of . N. Kushnerev,
Moscow, vol. 1, 1913.

Liashenko, lvan, National and international in music, Scientific thought, Kyiv, 1991.

Lihus, Olha, & Lihus, Valentyn, The problem of style in musicological research: the
experience of systematization, in: A young scientist, issue 1(2), 2018
(p. 673-676).

Lunacharsky, Anatoliy, Aesthetics, literary criticism. Articles, reports, speeches
(1928-1933) / eds. I. S. Chernoutcan, & U. A. Guralnik, in: Collected Works.
Literature Studies. Critique. Aesthetics / ed. |. Anisimov, vol. 8, Imaginative
literature, Moscow, 1967.

Markova, Yelena, The intonation of musical art: a scientific rationale and problems
of pedagogy, Musical Ukraine, Kyiv, 1990.

123



YULIYA KAPLIYENKO-ILIUK

Mykhailov, Michael, Essays on style in music: articles and excerpts, Music, Leningrad,
1990.

Mykhailov, Michael, Style in music, Music, Leningrad, 1981.

Nazaykynskyi, Evgeniy, Style and genre in music: a manual for students of higher
educational institutions, Humanitarian Publishing Center VLADOS, Moscow,
2003.

Ordzhonikidze, Givi, Some characteristic features of the national style in music, in:
Musical contemporary: collection of articles, issue 1, 1973 (p. 144-181).

Shakhnazarova, Nellie, Intonational “dictionary” and the problem of nationality, Music,
Moscow, 1966.

Sokolov, Alexander, Style theory, Art, Moscow, 1968.

Sukhantseva, Victoria, Music as a human world. From the idea of the universe to
the philosophy of music, Fact, Kyiv, 2000.

Tyshko, Sergey, The problem of national style in the Russian opera. Glinka, Mussorgsky,
Rimsky-Korsakov, P. Tchaikovsky Kyiv State Conservatory, Kyiv, 1993.

Vinkelman, Johann-Joachim, Selected works and letters, Academia, Moscow, 1935.

Wolfflin, Henry, Basic concepts of art history. The problem of style evolution in new
art / trans. A. A. Frankovskii, Academia, Moscow, 1930.

124



STUDIA UBB MUSICA, LXVI, 1, 2021 (p. 125 — 141)
(RECOMMENDED CITATION)
DOI: 10.24193/subbmusica.2021.1.09

INFLUENCES OF CLASSICAL INDIAN MUSIC
IN ALBERT ROUSSEL’S EVOCATIONS

NOEMI KARACSONY', MADALINA DANA RUCSANDA?

SUMMARY. An important figure of early 20" century music, the French
composer Albert Roussel was deeply influenced by his encounter with India,
which led to the composition of several orientalist works. The present paper
aims to disclose the influences of classical Indian music in the orchestral work
Evocations. Despite the Impressionist sound of the musical discourse, a careful
analysis reveals the incorporation of several scalar structures in which Hindu
ragas can be recognized. Roussel goes beyond the musical representation of
India: his goal is not the creation of a musical work with powerful oriental
sound, but the evocation of the impact this encounter had on his creation.
Situated at the crossroad of several stylistic orientations, Roussel incorporates
Impressionist, Neo-classical and Post-romantic influences in rigorously
devised structures, aiming to create an unusual and novel sound.

Keywords: Albert Roussel, orientalism, Impressionism, India, raga

Introduction

The musical works of the 20t century distinguish themselves due to
the complexity of the forms of expression, in which various combinations,
overlaps, fusions, and influences between the existing styles can be identified.
Thus, regarding the artistic movements and orientations of the 20" century,
the following can be mentioned: Verismo, Expressionism, the new national
schools, as well as new techniques related to sonorous systems or sources
and means of producing sound, going beyond the use of historical instruments,
and disclosing the electronic universe3.

The contradiction between various movements will reach its height
with the abolition of the tonal center (Schénberg) and the eradication of the
concept of work of art (Cage).

" PhD, Transilvania University of Brasov (Faculty of Music), E-mail: noemi.karacsony@unitbv.ro

2 Professor Dr., Transilvania University of Brasov (Faculty of Music), E-mail: m_rucsanda@unitbv.ro

3 Constantinescu, Grigore — Boga, Irina. 2008. O calatorie prin istoria muzicii [Journey through
the history of music]. Bucuresti: Editura Didactica si Pedagogica R.A., p.163.

125



NOEMI KARACSONY, MADALINA DANA RUCSANDA

French music composition of the first decades of the 20" century is
marked by the interweaving of various stylistic traits: the post-romantic
music language of Vincent d’Indy, which echoes the works of Camille Saint-
Saéns, the Impressionism of Claude Debussy and Maurice Ravel, or the
Neo-classicism of the interwar period, which may be considered the prolonging
of the cultural, political, and religious renaissance which had begun in France
in the previous century.

Modern French composers strived to renew the musical language
they employed in their works, weaving together the resources of their music
as well as those of the colonized countries or regions, but mostly those
considered to be exotic, crystallizing these influences into a specific mode
of expression which also aimed to preserve French tradition.

French music of the early 20" century was influenced by the figure
of Claude Debussy, whose Impressionist works would later contribute to
the emergence of the Neo-classical trend. Another important figure of the
first decades of the 20" century was Albert Roussel, whose compositions
were influenced by Debussy and Ravel, but also by the ideas and principles
of the Schola Cantorum de Paris. Ever in the search of unique and novel
sounds, the works of Roussel distinguish themselves especially due to the
unusual harmonic constructions and timbral combinations employed by the
composer. In the following, several distinctive features of Roussel’s work will
be presented, as well as the composer’s contribution to the evolution of French
musical orientalism. The analysis also aims to reveal the stylistic influences
which determined the composer’s unique mode of musical expression.

Albert Roussel—Stylistic Traits

The name of Albert Roussel (1869-1937) is most often associated
with his orchestral works, nonetheless, his contribution to the evolution of
French opera is also important. The guidance he received at the beginning
of his musical studies provided Roussel with a solid foundation. The composer
was encouraged to continue his education at the Schola Cantorum de Paris,
where he studied composition and orchestration under the careful guidance
of Vincent d’'Indy between the years 1898—-1907.

During his years of apprenticeship Roussel also began teaching,
passing over his ideas regarding music and the creation of musical
compositions to his students, among whom the names of Erik Satie, Edgar
Varése, or Bohuslav Martinu can be mentioned (the latter dedicates to Roussel
his Serenade for chamber orchestra H.199 written in 1930).
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Roussel’s first important orchestral works were the prelude Résurrection,
Op. 4 (1903) and his first symphony in D minor, The Poem of the Forest,
Op. 7 (1904-1906). He also composed chamber pieces, works for voice
and piano, as well as works for piano solo, in which Roussel’s unique mode
of expression can be perceived. At the beginning of his career Roussel was
influenced by musical Impressionism, but gradually his style of composition
became more concrete, and the composer’s maturity and understading of
his artistic capabilities and possibillites were thoroughly revealed in his
opera-ballet Padmavati (1923). Other representative works of Roussel are
the ballets Le festin de I'araignée (1913), Bacchus et Ariane (1931) or Aeneas
(ballet for choir and orchestra, 1935), his four symphonies, the composition for
orchestra, choir, and soloists Evocations (1910-1911), and other works for
stage (incidental music, ballets, opera), chamber works and works for solo
voice or instruments. What is remarkable regarding Roussel’s compositions
is the diversity of genres approached by the composer, as well as the fusion
between these.

The fashion in which Roussel conceives his musical discourse
reflects the balanced, classical personality of the composer, who will gradually
approach a Neo-classical manner of expression. From the ambiguity of
Impressionist sounds Roussel will proceed to musical representations based
on clarity and balance of form, approaching rather the rigor of the tonal-
functional system than the constructions promoted by his Impressionist
contemporaries. Moreover, what is striking about Roussel's works is the
rhythmic vitality of his discourse, a distinctive feature that can be remarked
in several of his works. The importance of rhythm could be linked to the
composer’s interest in jazz—a music genre that will represent a source of
fascination and inspiration for the composers of the early 20" century. The
attraction towards this music is discernible in Roussel’s Jazz dans la nuit.

The orchestration of Roussel's works is characterized by the
severity of contrapuntal textures, a distinctive trait also promoted by the
Schola Cantorum. Nonetheless, it is equally possible for this compositional
approach to have derived from Roussel’s first teacher of harmony,
counterpoint, and fugue, the organ player Giguet (student of Saint-Saéns,
whose compositional conception Giguet inherited and presented to his
students). Regarding timbre, the musical representations of Roussel are
denser and harsher than the subtle and refined discourse of composers
such as Debussy or Fauré. The rigor of form and the classical structure of
the composer’s ideas soothe his often-tumultuous expression, nonetheless,
the manner in which Roussel handles the orchestral apparatus indicates
the existence of certain elements that belong to the universe of musical
Romanticism. This separates Roussel from such composers as Stravinsky
of the members of the group Les Six. However, although the sound of his
works seems denser than that of his contemporaries, Roussel’'s work can
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be clearly distinguished from the post-romantic utterances of German
composers of the same period, such as Anton Bruckner or Gustav Mahler.

Roussel’'s manner of musical illustration reflects the composer’s
contact with the Orient. As member of the French Navy, he travels to the
southern region of Vietnam, and later he could visit India and discover a
country that will inspire him to compose several remarkable works. His
attraction to the novel and unusual can be observed in Roussel’s use of
foreign-sounding musical modes, echoing the scales of Hindu music or the
ancient Greek modes. Despite this fact, Roussel’s exoticism typifies a different
perspective than the one promoted by his predecessors or contemporaries,
bearing the influence of Impressionism: The Orient evoked in Roussel's works
suggests, the composer refrains from precise descriptions, striving to reveal
the world he encountered as the Occidental spectator of Oriental scenes.
His efforts are directed towards the devising of novel means of expression
and combinations of timbre, rather than striving to faithfully evoke the sound of
the Orient using Orient-inspired elements or accurate transcriptions.

Albert Roussel’s orientalism is based to a great extent on the rigorous
and academic approach inherited from his instruction at the Schola Cantorum.
The composer does not strive to represent certain stereotypes associated with
the East, rather his musical depictions evoke Roussel’s impressions following
the contact with the Orient. Using specific scales, borrowed from the music of
India or the Far East, Roussel enriched the harmonic language of his epoch in
a particular manner, but without relinquishing the equilibrium of the tonality.

Schola Cantorum de Paris

An institution for superior music education, Schola Cantorum was
founded in 1894 as a reaction against the educational vision of the Paris
Conservatoire, which prioritized the genre of opera and the idea of
virtuosity. The founders of the Schola were organist and composer Alexandre
Guilmant, and composers Vincent D’Indy and Charles Border. Notable
teachers of the Schola were Isaac Albéniz, Olivier Messiaen, Darius Milhaud,
and Albert Roussel himself, to name only a few.

Initially, the main purpose of the Schola Cantorum was the reform of
religious music and the encouragement of compositions inspired by Gregorian
chant and Renaissance music. Affiliated with the Institute Catholique, the
Schola Cantorum represented a political threat for the republican government
which, until that point, had had dominion over music education.*

4 Pasler, Jann. 2000. Race, Orientalism, and Distinction in the Wake of the “Yellow Peril” in
Western Music and its Others: Difference, Representation and Appropiation in Music,
edited by Georgina Born and David Hesmondhalgh, Berkeley and Los Angeles, California:
University of California Press, p. 91.
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The Schola Cantorum supported the analysis and creation of
instrumental music, emphasizing the importance of the study of counterpoint
for the development of future composers. The members of the Schola
reminisced with nostalgia about the period which preceded the French
Revolution and paid special attention to the music of the French provinces,
the chanson populaires considered to be a valuable emblem of French culture
and tradition. Pasler remarks the Schola’s interest in these chansons
populaires, believed to have derived from the ancient Greek modes, a
preoccupation which was reflected in the publishing of volumes of songs
and the organization of events dedicated to this genre.®

Exoticism and Orientalism

Although these terms are often confused, it is important to
differentiate between them. Exoticism is an orientation in European arts
and literature, which aims to describe settings and customs of faraway
places, which are perceived to be unusual or interesting. Locke considers
that exoticism ,can be broadly encompassing and relatively abstract”, often
being related to places that are distant from the West, or to societies that
function based on different rules than those considered established by the
norm.® Thus, exoticism also encompasses those artistic products which aim
to depict the Orient. Lacombe emphasizes that it is important to distinguish
between exoticism in general and its offshoot, orientalism.” Due to the fact
that both exoticism and orientalism described what was believed to be
unusual for the Western public, it was common to associate these terms
with the idea of alterity and the representation of the Other.

The Orient has constituted an important stimulus and source of
inspiration for French artists and musicians, while orientalism, genuine or
imaginary, represents a recurring phenomenon in the history of French culture.
The tradition of musical exoticism was enriched with compositions inspired
by the Orient, which contributed to the development of a specific musical
language: musical orientalism, represented by the works of composers such
as Félicien David, Georges Bizet, Camille Saint-Saéns, or Jules Massenet.

5 Pasler, Jann. 2000. Op. cit., p.92.

6 Locke, Ralph P. 2007. "A Broader View of Musical Exoticism”. The Journal of Musicology
24 (4), p. 479.

7 Lacombe, Hervé. 2001. The Keys to French Opera in the Nineteenth Century. Berkeley —
Los Angeles: University of California Press, p. 179.
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In the works of 19" century composers, the Orient is often a
representation of a feminine Other (as is suggested by the titles of some of
these works and the assignment of the main parts to female characters: Le
roi du Lahore, Samson et Dalila, Hérodiade, Thais, efc.), different from the
powerful and masculine West which extends its domination over it. However,
at the beginning of the 20" century this point of view will alter, due to political
events which involve the East. Albert Roussel’s Evocations mirrors this shift
in the perception of the Orient: in the last part of this work the composer
attributes the most important vocal part to the baritone, thus evoking the
image of a masculine Orient. Even though the works of musical orientalism
highlight the differences between West and East (the Other) using precise
musical elements (intervals, timbres, instruments), Roussel does not aim to
emphasize the concept of alterity and the differences between these two
worlds. Through his musical depictions, the composer strives to obtain a
novel manner of musical expression, based on the impressions which were
awakened in him upon the meeting of the Other.

Oriental Traces in Roussel’s Evocations

Inspired by Roussel's travel to India, the composition for orchestra,
choir, and soloists (contralto, tenor, and baritone) Evocations was first
performed on 18" May 1912 at the Salle Gaveau in Paris, within a concert of
the Société National, and gained the acclaim of public and critics alike. The
work has three parts, each bearing a descriptive title, faithfully depicted by
the musical discourse:

e |. Les Dieux dans 'ombre des cavernes
e |l. La Ville rose
e |ll. Aux bords du fleuve sacré

What is truly striking about this work is its sound, rather related to
the specific atmosphere of Impressionist music. Although it was inspired by
the composer’s encounter with India, Evocations is not filled with oriental
elements that can be easily identified from the first listening experience: the
composer suggests the quality and atmosphere of the Indian settings, he
does not strive to create an accurate evocation of the encountered culture.
Nonetheless, a deeper analysis, supplemented by the knowledge of some
of the principles which lie at the core of classical Indian music and its
construction, may reveal interesting connections between Roussel’'s work
and the Indian music he had heard during his sojourn in India.

130



INFLUENCES OF CLASSICAL INDIAN MUSIC IN ALBERT ROUSSEL'S EVOCATIONS

The first part, Les Dieux dans l'ombre des cavernes, entirely
instrumental, resembles an Impressionist symphonic poem which evokes
the harmony and silence of the daytime, followed by the visit to the Ellora
caves and the discovery of the Kailasa temple dedicated to the Hindu deity
Shiva, and dominated by three of the traditional representations of the God
(as God of dance, God of destruction and God of love). The discovery of the
temple is followed by the return to daylight. The transparent and gleaming
texture of the musical discourse, as well as the way the composer handles
the various instruments, evokes the image of the temples and monasteries
in Ellora. But despite the representation of a setting that is important from a
spiritual point of view, the musical discourse expresses the emotional impact
which the encounter of Indian culture and philosophy had on the composer.
This approach distinguishes Roussel’s style of composition, situated between
the elegance and transparency of Impressionism, the clarity and balance of
Neo-classicism, and the overwhelming emotional discourse of post-romantic
symphonies.

Pasler remarks on the influence of Ravel or Debussy in the first part
of Evocations, stating that the descriptions in Roussel’s diary—the sounds
he had heard and the sights he had seen—may have inspired the opening
of this part.2 The work begins with a melodic motif comprising an ascending
perfect fourth followed by a descending minor third, played by the horn and
clarinet and supported by the cello, double-bass, and bassoon, which play
the role of the pedal, while the violin and the harp intervene with delicate
arabesques (E.g. 1). After the third intonation of the motif, the flute and the
oboe will assume the ornamental line of the violin.

8 Pasler, Jann. 2000. Op. cit., p.96.
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Evocations: |. Les Dieux dans 'ombre des cavernes, m. 1-2 (opening)
excerpt from the orchestral score

Although the composer does not utilize musical elements with a
powerful oriental connotation for the Western listener (such as the augmented
second or the incorporation of oriental scales), Roussel’s Evocations is rich
in suggestive musical images, thus following one of the ideas which govern
Hindu art: to suggest experiences that cannot be described, to create an
atmosphere which conveys specific emotions.

The section marked by the agogic indication 1. Trés lent reveals the
incorporation of melodic structures that can be associated with scales or
ragas from Indian classical music. The complexity of the concept raga renders
the translation of the term difficult, especially in accordance with Western
music theory. Raga is more than a mode, as the term is generally translated,
because several ragas may have similar scalar structures. It rather signifies
passion, or the definite emotional state represented by a certain group of
sounds. Ragas can be used with the purpose of creating a certain

132



INFLUENCES OF CLASSICAL INDIAN MUSIC IN ALBERT ROUSSEL'S EVOCATIONS

atmosphere, of suggesting a particular aesthetic flavor. Alain Danielou
compares ragas to the figured bass in Western music,” leaving every
possibility open for variations but having the outline of the expression
defined in advance”.® Other scholars, such as Bruno Nettl, support this idea,
regarding raga as a concept situated between melody and scale, embodying
the union of melodic elements organized in a manner that evokes a unique
emotional sentiment in the listener.”®

The theme for oboe solo (E.g. 3), in the afore-mentioned section,
reveals the incorporation by Roussel of the raga Kafi (E.g. 2), reproduced
below using Western notation." This raga is used in Hindustani classical
music and corresponds to Kharaharapriya in Carnatic music. It is usually
played in the evening, and its emotional expression is light, contented,
gentle, and harmonious.

E.g. 2

X Kaft

E.g.3

it

Evocations: |. Les Dieux dans 'ombre des cavernes, section 1. Tres lent
excerpt of the line of the oboe from the orchestral score

9 Daniélou, Alain. 1943. Introduction to the Study of Musical Scales. London: The India Society,
p.145.

10 Nettl, Bruno; Ruth M. Stone; James Porter; Timothy Rice. 1998. The Garland Encyclopedia of
World Music: South Asia: The Indian Subcontinent. New York and London: Routledge.

" Daniélou, Alain. 1949. Northem Indian Music. Volume One—Theory & Technique. London:
Christopher Johnson Publishers Limited, p.130.
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In the section that bears the agogic indication 3. Lent et grave, the
composer discreetly introduces another structure of Indian inspiration: a
careful analysis of the double-bass line in measures 43-58 (E.g. 4) reveals the
incorporation of raga Dhenuka, specific for the Carnatic music of Southern
India (E.g. 5).
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Evocations: |. Les Dieux dans 'ombre des cavernes, section 3. Lent et grave
excerpt of the line of the double-bass from the orchestral score

E.g.5
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Raga Dhenuka reproduced using Western notation

Carnatic ragas are refered to as Mélakarta (mela or karta). Mélakarta
ragas are fundamental scales from which other scales can derive. The
equivalent of the Mélakarta in Hindustani music is Thaat. The 72 recognised
Méelakarta ragas are organized in 12 groups or chakras, each containing 6
ragas. Raga Dhenuka belongs to the second group, Netra chakra, and is
the 9" of the 72 mela.

Although the important notes of this raga are E flat and B flat
(according to western notation), Roussel grants greater significance to the
note G, thus distancing from the atmosphere of this scalar structure. The
insistent repetition of the augmented fourth, between the notes D flat and
G, also suggests the influence of Indian music.'?

The mood of the first part of Evocations, mysterious and calm up to
this point, will gradually alter, as suggested by the motif played by the flute,
oboe, bassoon, and horn at the beginning of the Tres animé section (the
section begins in measure 77). The restlessness of the musical discourse
evokes the image of the sacred monuments dedicated to the Hindu deities.

2 Kaufmann, Walter. 1968. The Ragas of North India. Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University
Press, p.75.
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Observing the orchestration, the contrast between the opening of the work
and the complex chromatic discourse that suggests the image of the temple
is discernible. Gradually, the serene ambience is enveloped in the dramatic
contour of a melodic structure that suggests the mystical character of the
composer’s encounter with the monuments in Ellora.

The second part of the work, La ville rose, is also instrumental.
Roussel’'s musical depiction was probably inspired by Jaipur (The Pink City): a
busy capital, basking in the rays of the setting sun. The composer does not
impose the listener the image of a particular setting, offering the possibility
of (re)constructing a personal representation, enriched with one’s desired
details. Unlike the first part of Evocations, here Roussel invests his discourse
with a marked oriental sound, due to the orchestral writing, the way he
utilizes certain timbres, as well as the motifs he employs.

The main theme of this part is pentatonic (beginning with section Un
peu plus animé, measure 39—E.g. 6) and represents the musical material the
composer will elaborate on in the first section. The anhemitonic pentatonic
scale, regarded as one of the oldest systems in the world, is known in
Hindustani music as raga Bhupali (its equivalent in Carnatic music is Mohanam).
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Evocations: Il. La ville rose, Un peu plus animé, m. 39-44
The main pentatonic theme (excerpt from the orchestral score)

This scale lacks the two extreme fifths (scale degrees IV and VII)

that represent in the modern scale system the elements of tension and
roughness (E.g. 7). The absence of F and B (F is the symbol of love, while
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B is that of physical pleasure) suggests non-attachment,’® which may explain
Roussel’s choice of using his pentatonic motif in lively discourse.

The overlapping of the syncopated rhythm, played by the 15t violin,
with the offbeat intervention of the flute, suggests the sway of dance that
characterizes this part of the work. The light and lively quality of the music,
as well as the construction of the discourse, suggest a scherzo form.

E.g.7
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Raga Bhupali reproduced using Western notation

The central section is slow, suggesting the elegance of dance due
to the undulating, sinuous melodic line of modal construction and static
harmonies. The colorful musical images of this section create no emotional
tension, which would ruin the balance of the entire part. The return of the
first section, freely elaborated, is preceded by a gradual accelerando.

The dance-like quality of the middle section evokes the image of the
sacred dances in the Indian tradition, closely related to the concept of raga: the
performance of sacred dances is accompanied by certain ragas, depending on
the character of the dance and the mood that ought to be conveyed. As in the
first part of the work, the composer’s efforts are directed towards the musical
suggestion of a particular atmosphere, highlighted through the chosen timbres
and sound structures.

The third part of the work, Aux bords du fleuve sacré was inspired
by the city on the banks of the Ganges River, Benares (Varanasi). The part
is written for orchestra, choir, and three soloists (contralto, tenor, baritone).
The structure and mood of the musical discourse are subordinated to the
text provided by writer and music critic Calvocoressi. The prose poem
evokes the life-giving force of the sacred river, the image of temples and
lotus flowers. Due to its structure and described images, Calvocoressi’s text
offers a suitable foundation for the unfolding of future musical evocations.

Aux bords du fleuve sacré is introduced by a choral part, which
announces the sunset and the proximity of night. Roussel's music illustrates
the images described in Calvocoressi’s poem: lovers wandering beneath
the rays of the moon, charmed by the scent of the night. In the following

3 Daniélou, Alain. 1954. Northern Indian Music. Volume Two—The Main Ragas. London:
Halcyon Press, p. 156.
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development, the chorus will sing a melodic line with no text, the melismatic
phrases sung on vocals emphasizing the voluptuous atmosphere of the night,
slowly progressing towards the climax of the discourse. The melismatic phrases
sung with no text are reminiscent of Hindustani vocal music, rich in ornaments
and moments of vocal virtuosity. At the same time, the vocal line of the choral
part may evoke the chanting of mantras. The musical discourse is fluid and
sinuous, due to the modulations which create tonal instability. The mood
obtained by the composer using these sound effects (melismatic chanting
of vocals and the use of frequent modulations) suggests mystical ecstasy.

The ample choral part is followed by the solo parts dedicated to the
tenor and contralto voices. The two vocal timbres can be associated with
the image of the lovers described in the poem, the composer’s choice for these
vocal types possibly being related to the quality and particular characteristics
of these: the contralto timbre is often employed in orientalist musical works
with the purpose of emphasizing the sensuality connected to the image of
the Orient, from the point of view of the Western spectator, while the tenor
timbre expresses vitality and strength (this choice of timbres can be observed
in Camille Saint-Saéns’ opera, Samson et Dalila, where the main characters
represent the West and the East, the masculine and the feminine).

Roussel advances a novel approach regarding the idea of
representation through color: in the vocal distribution of the final part of
Evocations the most important part is attributed to the baritone. Thus, the
composer achieves the evocation of a masculine Orient, situated on the
same level of strength and evolution as the West, an idea which is opposed
to the approach of his forerunners. The analysis of the baritone solo reveals
interesting similarities with Indian classical music from the southern region:
the vocal part is rather a continuous musical declamation, which evokes the
Carnatic vocal tradition. The text of the baritone solo is emphasized through a
mainly syllabic discourse, a chanted declamation that aims for expressiveness,
and not the display of vocal virtuosity. This approach facilitates the
apprehension of the words, placing the text in the foreground of the musical
discourse, the improvisatory character of which is dictated by the structural
particularity of the poem (E.g. 8).

The sunrise is announced by the intervention of a choral part, which
evokes the morning prayers of Hindu priests. This moment may be compared
to a hymn dedicated to the sun, as suggested by the tonality towards which the
musical discourse gradually gravitates: A Major. Alain Daniélou explains that in
classical Indian music each note of the scale bears a certain expression, a
particular effect on the human body and mind, each corresponding to one
of the subtle centers (chakra) of the body, thus being attributed a particular
color, a mood, a deity.

4 Danielou, Alain. 1949. Op. cit., p. 116.
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The note A, Dhaivata, relates to the yellow color, a nuance that will
govern the tonal structure based on this note (the tonic A). The conclusive
establishment of the musical discourse on the A tonic (full of the strength
and vitality connected to the yellow color), after numerous modulations that
convey the discourse a sensual feature, emphasizes the resemblance of
this section with a hymn to the sun.

E.g.8
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Evocations: lll. Aux bords du fleuve sacré
Excerpt from the baritone solo

The unity of the final part of the work is ensured by the return of
thematic material and a clever processing of the tonal material: the key of A
Major will reveal itself as the main key of the movement, despite its late
disclosure and the freedom with which the composer handles the modulations
in this part.

Here also, the music discloses the influence of classical Indian music:
the composer employs musical writing that resembles the melismatic and
ornamental character of Indian music, while at the same time evoking the
fluidity of water (linked to the image of the sacred river, the Ganges). Regarding
the ornaments employed by Roussel, Pasler argues that these allude to the
gamaka, the ornamentation used in Indian music, which involves the variation
of pitch through the oscillation between adjacent and distant notes.'® These
specific elements may be observed in the opening section of this part, where
the smooth movement to and away from neighbour tones conjures the
gamakas (E.g. 9).

5 Pasler, Jann. 2000. Op. cit., p.96.
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Evocations: lll. Aux bords du fleuve sacré, m. 1-6
Excerpt from the orchestral score

Although Roussel does not clearly state this in his journal or in his
letters, the line attributed to the flute in the section which bears the agogic
indication 7. Modéré (m.69), through its sinuous flowing and ornaments,
alludes to the improvisatory quality of Indian music (E.g. 10).
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Evocations: lll. Aux bords du fleuve sacré, section 7. Modéré (m. 69-76)

Excerpt from the orchestral score

The entire Evocations is rich in rhythmic and melodic ornaments, in
interesting effects, such as the glissando, and in novel combinations of

timbre, which reflects the composer’s efforts to create a complex musical
depiction of the India he had encountered.

139



NOEMI KARACSONY, MADALINA DANA RUCSANDA

Conclusions

Albert Roussel occupies a significant place in the musical scenery of
the early 20th century. Roussel can be partly compared to his predecessor,
French composer Camille Saint-Saéns: both composers stand out from
their contemporaries due to their balanced temperament and rigorous musical
conception. To be utterly understood, Roussel's music reclaims thorough
immersion in the depth of the score, revealing thus the complexity and beauty
of his compositions.

What is surprising about his creation is the balanced use of
Impressionist, Neo-classical and Post-romantic elements. Even though the
sound structures devised by Roussel are rigorously organized, the message
captured by these impressive edifices of classical essence oscillates between
the fragility and transparency of impressionist images and the depth of
emotion which echoes the romantic longing toward an absolute ideal.

The work Evocations was sketched during Roussel’s travel to India
and reached its final form at his return to France, in 1910. The main purpose of
the composer is the evocation of his inner world, of the experiences and
emotions provoked by the encounter with India, its complex culture, and
philosophy. This may explain the unusual quality of Roussel's musical
orientalism, as well as the unique musical discourse of the composer. In his
works, Roussel goes beyond the evocation of India: he expresses his own
emotions, enwrapped in the exotic scent of the Orient.

The sensuality of sound, associated in the thoughts of the Western
listener with the image of the Orient, is subjected to a diligent intellectual
process, and despite the lush orchestration and complex harmonic writing,
the most surprising features of Evocations is its rhythmic vitality and well-
defined melodic contour.

Roussel was in constant search for new sounds and impressions,
the use of strange or harsh harmonic structures (from the perspective of the
early 20" century audience), or the juxtaposition of certain timbres aiming
for the creation of surprising sound effects. The analysis of Indian ragas
may be further extended, but it is rather important to establish the modal
nature of Roussel's music, which directly influences the undulating melody,
with its leaps, displaced accents, chromaticism, constant modulations, and
tonal instability, regarded by Hoérée specific to Roussel.'®

16 Hoérée, Arthur. 1938. Albert Roussel. Paris: Rieder.
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POLYPHONY IN THE CHORAL CREATION FOR EQUAL VOICES
SIGNED BY DAN VOICULESCU

ELENA-LAURA GREAVU', ROXANA PEPELEA?

SUMMARY. This paper represents a more detailed research of one of the
defining stylistic aspects for equal voices choral creation composed by Dan
Voiculescu. The composer managed to enrich the children's repertoire with
important works, starting from the premise that it must be close to the
contemporary musical language. Polyphony, in its various forms, gives this
type of repertoire stylistic unity and offers many possibilities for modernizing
the choral language. Dan Voiculescu uses poliphony to exploit and materialize
it in @ multitude of compositional devices. The most used polyphonic process
in Voiculescu's choral creation is imitative polyphony. It is materialized in
various forms, being connected mainly by the tradition of its application
from ancient times (Renaissance, Baroque) to the present day.

Keywords: polyphony, Composer Dan Voiculescu, choral music.

Introduction

Dan Voiculescu (1940-2009) was a prominent personality of the
Romanian music. He was known as a teacher, composer, pianist and
musicologist. The list of his works is a complex one, going through various
stylistic stages, which are present in all the approached genres (instrumental,
vocal-instrumental, vocal-dramatic, choral There is a rich creation dedicated to
the choir for equal voices. It extends into a composition career with a
duration that exceeded four decades and that totals over 110 titles. Most
works for equal voices are dedicated to children. They are assembled in four
volumes: Songs for children/Children's Songs (1974), Prin timp/Through Time
(1975), EcourilEchoes (1976), Jocuri/Games (1995).

In order to bring young singers closer to the musical language
enriched by contemporary expressiveness, Dan Voiculescu aimed to introduce
in his works some smaller or more significant musical fragments written in

" PhD student, Transilvania University of Brasov, Faculty of Music, elena.matei@unitbv.ro
2 Professor PhD, Transilvania University of Brasov, Faculty of Music, r_pepelea@unitbv.ro
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modern language. Given that a child's musical skills are not fully developed,
the aim of this paper is to explore the native potential of children related to
the easy execution of improvisations, chants, declamations and rhythmic or
melodic imitations. In the composer's opinion, polyphony is a "precious way
to complicate musical discourse"s, emphasizing that choral literature for
children has an evolutionary development found throughout music history.

The use of polyphonic techniques is one of the most common practices
in the creation of twentieth-century composers, and "the creation of works that
re-edit them on a contemporary scale was an extremely necessary step."* In
fact, these are analyzed extensively by the musician in the volume Polifonia
secolului XX/Polyphony of the twentieth century, and scientific investigations
on them will influence and stylistically enrich his compositional writing.

Objectives

The objective of this work is to draw up a detailed analysis of the
polyphonic compositional style adopted in the choral creation for equal
voices by this important musician of the Cluj Composition School and disciple
of Sigismund Toduta. There are many ways to modernize his choral language.
These are supported by eloquent examples inserted throughout the work,
proving a rich fantasy of the composer in creating an expressive music, in
which there are strong connections between elements of tradition, taken
especially from the Baroque, with some expressiveness of contemporary
language.

Polyphonic devices reflected in Dan Voiculescu's creation for
choir of equal voices

a) Traditional polyphonic devices

Another important aspect regarding the children's repertoire written
for two voices is its didactic role. To facilitate the process of initiating young
musicians in two-voice singing, Voiculescu uses certain primitive polyphonic
paths® that are linked to the enrichment and exploitation of the potential of

3 Dan Voiculescu, Modalitadti de apropiere a repertoriului coral destinat copiilor de problemele
limbajului muzical contemporan (Ways of approaching the choral repertoire for children with
the problems of contemporary musical language), manuscript, box no. 22, ,Dan Voiculescu”
Archive, Sigismund Todut{a Foundation, Cluj-Napoca, 1982.

4 Vasile Herman, ,Aspecte ale polifoniei in muzica romaneasca contemporana” (,Aspects
of Polyphony in Contemporary Romanian Music”), in Lucrari de muzicologie (Musicology
Papers), vol. 4, Cluj-Napoca, 1968, p.17.

5 See Liviu Comes, ,Asupra unor mijloace pentru introducerea copiilor in muzica vocala
polifonica” (,On Some Ways for Introducing Children to Polyphonic Vocal Music”) in Lucréri de
muzicologie (Musicology Papers), Cluj-Napoca, 1965/1, pp.187-195.
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the monodic song from which the composer starts, given that monody is the
simplest and most natural form of musical language for the little ones, and "in
the arrangement for the children's choir, the given song is not harmonized, but
distributed."® This will increase the children's interest in these creations and
help make the world of polyphone much more approachable. The two-voice
song presents "two sound lines, giving the music a new dimension, similar
to the spatiality in the art of painting."” Taking into account the playful
qualities offered by the literary text, Voiculescu uses:

1) Vocal dialogue — in which the monody is distributed to the two
voices on fragments that will be sung alternately, noting the "stereophonic
effect of changing sound perspectives."® It is the simplest polyphonic form,
highlighting a single sound dimension played antiphonic. This polyphonic
device prevails in pieces such as Ghicitoare/Riddle, PrimavaralSpring,
Crossword puzzle/Rebus, Clorofila are treabal/Chlorophyll works, there are
certain musical moments (usually at the end of the verse) in which the
voices overlap and two distinct musical entities can be heard.

2) The onomatopoeic ostinato — in which one voice exposes the
main song, and the other presents a simplified musical line, with a syllable
that is always repeated (Hop, hop — in Baba-OarbalBlindman’s buff;, choo-
choo — in Din tren/From the train; quack, quack! and whirr, whirr! — in Pe
lac/On the lake, Chirp, chirp — in Balada unui greier mic/The ballad of a
small cricket, etc.). This form of counterpoint "is achieved by repeating a
small melodic-rhythmic cell, which by addition forms a plane around a main
melodic line."® The ostinato in counterpoint used by Dan Voiculescu appears in
the form of rhythmic ostinato, melodic ostinato or rhythmic-melodic ostinato.

3) Pedal (ison) — in which there are two sound layers: "a static, fixed
one (the ison or isons), and a mobile, elastic one (the melody)."'° In the
song La Tomis/In the city of Tomis, the return of section A from measure 19
is made only by upper voice, while the lower voice keeps the pedal on the
E flat, until the end of the work.

6 Roxana Pepelea, Aranjamente corale (Choral Arrangements), 1st vol., Transilvania University

Press, Brasov, p. 8.

7 Liviu Comes, op. cit., p. 187.

8 Roxana Pepelea, op. cit., p. 9.

9 Dan Voiculescu, Polifonia secolului XX (Polyphony of the twentieth century), Romanian Music
Publishing House, Bucuresti, 1998, p. 13.

0 Dan Buciu, Mic tratat de scriiturd modald (Small Treatise of Modal Harmony), Grafoart
Publishing House, Bucuresti, 2014, p. 217.
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As can be seen from the figure below made on the first section of
the song Iscoada/The spy, the melodic phrases alternate from one voice to
another, while keeping the tone on the last sound of the melodic phrase:

E.g. 1

Phrase 1 ------- Phrase 2 --------- Phrase 1 -------- Phrase 2 -------- Phrase 3
Phrase 1 --------- Phrase 2 ———---- Phrase 1--------- Phrase 2 --———--- Phrase 3

------- = pedal
Melodic evolution in the song The spy

In the song Ecoul/The Echo, Voiculescu exploits the technique of
the isons differently, although there are also two sound perspectives: a
voice exposes the song, following the pedal that keeps the last sound. During
the pedal, the other voice performs imitations with a small extent on the last
two sounds of the song.

At the same time, the ison is often found in the genres of popular or
religious music, as an ancient process of enriching the sound lines. Thus, it
is also present in Voiculescu's works of folk inspiration, in the carols Colinda
amestecata/The Mixed Carol or Pe un camp mandru-nfilorit/On a Proud
Flowering Field, but also in the works with religious themes, such as Tatal
nostru/The Lord’s Prayer or Liturghia modala/Modal Liturgy.

4) The canon represents a more elaborate compositional method,
"which requires increased mastery from both the creator and the performers."!!
The way the monody is distributed to two temporally dislocated voices helps to
obtain a special harmonic effect. Voiculescu uses this writing style on some
sections in his works (usually the first section), such as: Iscoada/The Spy,
Scoald, gazda, da-mi colac/Get up, host, give me a dinner roll,
larna/Winter, Téalharul pedepsit/The punished thief, Vara la mare/Summer
at Sea, but there are also works written entirely in the form of a canon:
Raétoiull The Duck, Anonimul/The Anonymous, Sapte frati/Seven Brothers.

5) Counterpoint in parallel motion’> meaning the accompaniment of
the main melodic thread with other songs, consistently keeping the same
interval distance. The process is used on small musical segments, to prevent

" Roxana Pepelea, op. cit., p. 11.
2 See Dan Buciu, op.cit., p. 145-151.
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monotony. We find such a moment in Printre flori/Among the Flowers,
during six measures, later these movements in thirds become counterpoints
for the main song, which joins the third voice:

E.g. 2

Excerpt from the song Printre flori/Among the Flowers (mm. 24-29 )

6) Reversible polyphony. A rudimentary example of inserting the
double counterpoint in the development of the two melodic lines, "by reversing
the place it occupies in the polyphonic combination"® is the song Viata la
mare/Life at Sea. This device is used very often in Baroque polyphony, being
known the composer's affinity for the writing methods and techniques of this
period. The voices unfold in strict canon, at a distance of a measure, until
the Coda, where the resumption of the song to the second voice is transposed
with a major second below. The development of the first voice melody is
based on a theme of two measures that is later fragmented and transposed
on different stages:

E.g.3
A B C D

A /—/%/—M/—M

-
Phrase 1 Fragmentation of the 1st phrase

I a b a a_b - a b a a b ia b _a a b - a b b_b
I -\‘ axb\a\a\b -\‘axb\a\axbx:axb\a\a\b -\‘a\b\b

m. 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

The scheme of the double counterpoint in the song Viata la mare/Life at Sea

3 Liviu Comes, Doina Rotaru, Tratat de contrapunct voca