STUDIA UBB GEOGRAPHIA, LXIV, 2, 2019 (p. 135-137)

(RECOMMENDED CITATION)
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MARCIN W. SOLARZ (ed.), Atlas of Poland’s Political Geography,
Geopolitical Atlas, 2018, University of Warsaw

Marcin Wojciech Solarz is a pro-
fessor of Geography and vice-dean at
the Faculty of Geography and Regional
Studies from the University of Warsaw.
He is the author and editor of several
important works in political geography
and global studies, like “The Language
of Global Development: A Misleading
Geography” and “New Geographies of
the Globalized World”, both of them in
the prestigious Routledge. His new re-
cent project, under the national patron-
age of the President of the Republic of
Poland, was dedicated to the political
geography of the Polish state, one cen-
tury after rebirth of modern Poland
(1918-2018) and thirty years of regain-
ing democracy (1988-2018).

The book combines political geo-
graphical analysis with the geopolitical
consideration of one of the largest
countries in the European Union, but
also provides an excellent review of the
current geography and policy of East-
ern Europe, through a wide range of so-
cial, political and economic indicators
for countries surrounding or related to
Poland. The atlas has an introductory
part, focusing on the original ideas
about the state, its boundaries and lo-
cation attributes and on the geopoliti-
cal concepts that establish Poland's
role and position in Europe. These are

followed by a wide range of maps, from
political to economic and cultural rep-
resentations, in an outstanding carto-
graphic condition.

Political Geography in Poland is
one of the most visible in the scientific
literature of this part of Europe. With a
slightly longer history than the modern
Polish state, the concepts developed in
Polish political geography and geopoli-
tics were strongly influenced by the
location between two great European
powers, Germany and Russia, and be-
tween Western and Eastern civiliza-
tions. The location is so important, that
almost the entire book and analysis re-
volves around the concept. This posi-
tion has been recognized as both a “ge-
ographical and historical fate” and a
“director of life”, giving the location the
role of resource or constraint. This ad-
vantages or disadvantages have been
accentuated by the lack of natural bar-
riers to the East or to the West of Po-
land, which makes this space more
open to change, but also more vulnera-
ble. At the same time, Poland was
viewed not in the middle of Russia and
Germany, but in the center of Europe,
with a tumultuous history. This history
has been marked by the status of a re-
gional power, of a partitioned state, two
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times in two hundred years, and of a re-
cent new regional emergent economy.
The relative location gave Poland the
role of an invasion route and a “barom-
eter” of power relations between Ger-
many and Russia: the state became a
regional power when the two desig-
nated states were disorganized, de-
feated or eroded by internal conflicts or
has disappeared at the time of the con-
flict or agreement between the two. Lo-
cation has produced history and evolu-
tion is a product of location, between
the centre and the periphery, as the
margins of expanding empires.

The first part of the theoretical in-
troduction is dedicated to that space
and location in which Poland emerged,
evolved, disappeared and reappeared on
the European political map. As in other
works by Marcin Solarz, the emphasis
is on those geographical determinants
that were the supporting pillars of the
Polish state: Dnieper, Oder, Baltic Sea and
Carpathians, limiting a space where the
main geographical constant was Vistula
River, as the most “faithful reflection” in
the character of the Polish people. Wista
has always remained within the borders
of the state and the capital Warsaw, cen-
tral, while the territory had moved to
east or west, between the Dnieper and
the Elbe. If the last changes in the polit-
ical configuration lasted since the Word
War Two, the new political map found
Poland a stable country, while its neigh-
bors, actors completely transformed: the
new surrounding states emerged when
communism collapsed and multinational
federations disintegrated after 1989.

To describe the international en-
vironment in which Poland has evolved
over a thousand years, the author iden-
tifies three meta-concepts associated
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with the past and present East-West and
North-South relations. The concepts in-
itiated by important figure of Polish geog-
raphy and political analysis argued that
Poland was a transitional land (Wactaw
Natkovski), a bridge country (Eugeniusz
Romer) between the Baltic and Black Seas
and a bulwark (Giedroyc-Mieroszewski
doctrine) of Western Christianity. All this
provides a framework for a geograph-
ical explanation of foreign policy and of
the role that Poland has played through-
out European history: a transmission
belt of Western civilization, a shield to
Ottoman Islamic expansion and a pio-
neer of resistance against communism,
and expansionism.

The second part of the book, the
atlas itself, contains a wide range of high
quality maps providing a large variety
of projections and cartographic perspec-
tives at different territorial scales and GIS
techniques. The maps offer a wide range
of geopolitical indicators and an excellent
review of Eastern Europe. Each entry
contains information and excellent rep-
resentation of the territorial transfor-
mation of Europe, of Poland and Polish
people (in Poland and abroad), geo-eco-
nomic dependence, cultural and diplo-
matic relations, freedom of movement,
political and social demography, elec-
toral behavior and representation, col-
lective perception and attitude towards
supranational associations or public
space, economic performance, etc.

Every country has its political ge-
ography, but there are is much in com-
mon between Romania and Poland, the
only communist states without a direct
physical border with the Western world.
These historical and geographical simi-
larities make this atlas more interest-
ing for the Romanian readers. The two
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states are not only the largest in the
eastern part of the European Union, but
also the ones that are in the front run of
the new geopolitical context post 2008.
The shift in Russia’s geopolitical actions
in the first decade of this millennium,
finds the two countries in the centre of
the new containment policy and the ge-
opolitical location become strategic for
both the European Union and the North
Atlantic Alliance, as the outer limits of
the two supranational organizations.
Many associations can be made in the
geography, politics and history of the two
countries, and the subject remains open
to a careful analysis of the European
course of the two states. It can also be a
remarkable model for analyzing Roma-
nia's political geography.
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