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 Professor Valer Fărcăşan was born 85 years ago, on October the 3rd, 

1919, in Zlatna, one of the three points of the fabulous well known auriferous 
triangle of the country. After finishing the high school (1939) at the Universitary 
Pedagogical Seminary ("Seminarul Pedagogic Universitar") in Cluj, he distin-
guished himself as an excellent student of the Faculty of Sciences, section 
Physics/Chemistry belonging to the University of Cluj, temporary moved to 
Timisoara in 1940 as a result of the "Vienna Dictate". He graduated in 1943 
obtaining the licence diploma and in the same year, as a result of his 
remarcable theoretical and practical competence, was hired as a teaching 
assistant at the same faculty, returned after the war to Cluj. Under the 
guidance of Professor Ioan Tănăsescu he obtained in 1948 his PhD degree 
in the field of the chemistry of acridones.  

All his teaching and scientific activity was developed more than 40 years 
at the Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical Engeneering of the "Babeş-Bolyai" 
University. He competently and merituously succeded to ascent step by step 
all the university degrees as a lecturer (1949), associate professor (1950) and 
finally full professor (1967) of organic chemistry, correlated also to biochemistry. 
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Retireing in 1985 he is now consulting professor at the Organic Chemistry 
Department of the faculty. As a professor he taught general chemistry, organic 
chemistry, biochemistry and chemistry of natural products, being also author or 
coauthor of organic textbooks and of an important treatise of vegetal chemistry 
(Phytochemistry) edited in three volumes. He is also one of the coworkers 
in three volumes of the "Enciclopedia de Chimie". As a PhD supervisor, 25 
candidates obtained their PhD degrees under his guidance. 

The main important domain in professor Fărcăşan’s scientific activity 
implies the competent and detalied study in the field of aromatic heterocycles. 

Concerning compounds with acridinic structure,  pertinent studies 
were carried out in order to elucidate the structure of monochloro- and mono-
bromoacridones, including also researches connected with an improved 
synthesis of Atebrine. New syntheses of thiazoloacridines, of amides and 
hydrazines with acridine nucleus as well as of sulphonamides starting from 
aminoacridone were established.  

In the field of the chemistry of phenothiazines , new compounds 
were obtained, namely nitro-, formil-, N-methylphenothiazines as well as 
phenothiazineazlactones. 

Another main research field was dedicated to compounds containing 
the furane-, benzo- and dibenzofurane structure. Anilides and sulphonamides 
of the furoic acid were synthesized as well as amides, thioamides and Schiff 
bases of dibenzofurane. 

An important contribution to the Jacobson reaction  in the synthesis of 
benzothiazols is also to be mentioned along with the extension of the method 
for the obtaining of polycyclic systems such as benzofuro-benzothiazols, 
indeno-benzothiazols, benzofuro-acridines. 

For many of the newly synthesized compounds, a systematic study  
concerning the reaction mechanism or the influence of the substituents on 
their chemical and biological activity  was undertaken.  

One can't speak about the whole professor Fărcăsan activity without 
mentioning his wonderful, charming, kindness, sense of humor, honesty, 
qualities which made him so loved by the whole community knowing him. 
We all want to express him our gratitude, to wish him a long life with good 
health, serenity and deserved satisfactions. 
 
 
 
 

      THE EDITORIAL BOARD 
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Tratat de biochimie vegetal ă, Partea I, Fitochimie, vol. I – III 
Ed. Acad. RSR, Bucureşti, 1964-1966 
 

4. M. Ionescu, V. Fărcăşan, C. Anghel, A. Benkö 
Chimie organic ă, partea I, fasc. 1 
Litografia UBB, Cluj-Napoca, 1976 
 

5. V. Fărcăşan, A. Benkö, C. Anghel 
Chimie organic ă, partea I, fasc. 2 
Litografia UBB, Cluj-Napoca, 1983 
 

6. Enciclopedia de chimie  (colaborare la vol. 2-4) 
Ed. St. Şi Enciclopedică, Bucureşti, 1986-1987 
 
 
ARTICLES 
 

1. I. Tănăsescu, V. Fărcăşan 
Despre acridone (XIII). ConstituŃia monocloracridonelor 
Analele Acad. RPR, 1949, Ser. A., T. II, 445 
Revue de chimie, 1956, T. I, 27 (în limba franceză) 
 

2. I. Tănăsescu, V. Fărcăşan 
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7. V. Fărcăşan, C. Makkay 
DerivaŃi ai furanului (II). Produşi cloruraŃi şi nitraŃi ai 2-furanilidei 
Studii şi cercet. chim. (Cluj), 1957, 363 
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DerivaŃi ai furanului (III). 2-Tiofuranilide şi 2-(furil)-benztiazoli 
Studii şi cercet. chim. (Cluj), 1959, 145 
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Despre fenotiazine (V). AcŃiunea bicromatului de potasiu asupra 5-aciloxi- şi   
5-metoxi-clorfenotiazinelor 
Studii şi cercet. chim. (Cluj), 1960, 121 
 

12. C. Gh. Macarovici, V. Fărcăşan, G. Schmidt, V. Bota, M. Macarovici, A. DoruŃiu, 
I. Pîrvu, E. Tesler 
Asupra determinării elementelor metalice grele şi a arsenului în uleiurile 
comestibile, grăsimi, stearină şi oleină tehnică 
Studia Univ. „Babeş-Bolyai” Chem., 1961, 103 
 

 13. I. Tănăsescu, V. Fărcăşan, O. Piringer 
Despre acridone (XXVI). ConstituŃia monobromacridonelor 
Studii şi cercet. chim. (Cluj), 1961, 285 
 

14. V. Fărcăşan 
DerivaŃi ai furanului (IV). Asupra unor produşi de substituŃie ai 2-furil-(2’)-benztiazolului 
Studii şi cercet. chim. (Cluj), 1963, 103 
 

15. C. Bodea, V. Fărcăşan, I. Oprean 
Noi contribuŃii la cunoaşterea halogen-nitro-fenotiazinelor 
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PROFESSOR VALER FĂRCĂŞAN AT HIS 85TH ANNIVERSARY 
 
 

 7 

16. C. Bodea, V. Fărcăşan, I. Oprean 
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Azlactones of the phenothiazine series (I). The azlactone of 3-formyl-10-methyl-
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Rev. Roum. Chim., 1965, 10, 1103 
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29. V. Fărcăşan, I. Balázs 
Tiazoloacridine (I). Studii privind prepararea tiazoloacridonelor 
Studia Univ. „Babeş-Bolyai” Chem., 1969, 1, 43 
 

30. C. Bodea, V. Fărcăşan, T. Panea 
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Phenothiazones (XVIII). Phenothiazones from 2-nitro- and 2-acetyl-phenothiazines 
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J. pr. Chem., 1970, 312, 1007 
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Hydroxy-phenothiazine-5,5-dioxides (I). 1,7,9-Trichloro-3-hydroxy-5,5-dioxi-phenothiazine 
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Free radicals of phenothiazine and related compounds (III). Selective chlorination 
of phenothiazine with copper (II) chloride 
J. pr. Chem., 1976, 318, 353 
 
 



PROFESSOR VALER FĂRCĂŞAN AT HIS 85TH ANNIVERSARY 
 
 

 10 

53. V. Fărcăşan, F. Paiu, C. Iuşan 
Derivatives of furan (XIII). 2-[5’-Formyl(2’)]-benzothiazoles 
Studia Univ. „Babeş-Bolyai” Chem., 1977, 22(1), 15 
 

54. V. Fărcăşan, I. Balázs 
Benzofuro-benzimidazoles (II). 2-Substituted benzofuro[2,3-f]-benzimidazoles 
Studia Univ. „Babeş-Bolyai” Chem., 1977, 22(1), 30 
 

55. S. Florea, W. Kimpenhaus, V. Fărcăşan 
Benzofurobenzthiazole (VI). 1H und 13C-NMR-Spektren von 2-aminobenzofuro 
[2,3-f]benzthiazol in Vergleich mit Dibenzofuran und 2-Aminobenzthiazol 
Org. Magn. Resonance, 1977, 9(3), 133 
 

56. V. Fărcăşan, I. Cristea, S. Florea 
Dibenzofurans (II). Schiff’s bases from 3-aminodibenzofuran 
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